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February 16, 2010 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Pastor Tommy Jefferson from New National Gove Baptist Church led the invocation.  Chairman Wesley Wainwright led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	2/16/2010
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	            AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               453,509.27 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               669,177.18 

	117
	
	 $                   3,393.97 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       94.56 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   6,779.40 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 38,249.99 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,030.86 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 10,425.44 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               109,864.96 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 71,864.89 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 21,243.67 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                      460.67 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               108,541.11 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 29,526.00 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	Batches  10-0293 - 10-0324
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,528,161.97 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to appoint of Wendell Hill, as Realtor, to serve term on the Code Enforcement Board, term to expire December 31, 2012.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to appointment of Pamela Blackmon, Administrator for Suwannee County Health Department, to serve as Suwannee County’s representative on Congressman Allen Boyd’s Second Congressional District’s Healthcare Council.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the Satisfaction of a 1989 Special Assessment Lien for Billy Smith for Parcel No. 02-04S-12E-10515-009-005.  (Agreement No. 2010-18)
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve recommendation by County Attorney for payment to Cape Investment Group, Inc., in the amount of $3,262.24, for overbid funds from the sale of Tax Deed Application No. 1535/2001-1106.  
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve advertising to hold a public hearing of the MSBU Fire Services Board on March 2, 2010 at 10:00 A.M. to consider adoption of resolution regarding funding of the construction of the Luraville Volunteer Fire Department.
Chairman Wainwright requested Agenda Item No. 2 be pulled from CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS for discussion.

Commissioner Fowler requested Agenda Item No. 6 be pulled from CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS for discussion.

It was the consensus of the Board to pull Agenda Items No. 2 and 6 from CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS for discussion.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1, and 3 through 5.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 2 was to appoint of Wendell Hill, as Realtor, to serve term on the Code Enforcement Board, term to expire December 31, 2012.

Chairman Wainwright stated Mr. Wendell Hill was not a licensed realtor, and asked if the position must be filled by a licensed realtor.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, replied the Board can appoint a member of the public to fill the position on the Code Enforcement Board if a licensed realtor is not available.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the position remained open, and Mr. Hill had experience as a realtor.

Commissioner Udell asked who had nominated Mr. Hill for the position of realtor.

Commissioner Caruthers replied he had recommended Mr. Hill for the position.

Commissioner Udell expressed his opposition to Mr. Hill’s appointment as realtor, adding that Mr. Hill had publicly expressed his opinion that the Code Enforcement Board should be abolished.

Commissioner Fowler suggested the Code Enforcement Board present the Board with a list of possible candidates.

It was the consensus of the Board for the Code Enforcement Board to present a list of possible candidates for the position of realtor.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to table Agenda Item No.2 to the next Board meeting on March 2, 2010.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve advertising to hold a public hearing of the MSBU Fire Services Board on March 2, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. to consider adoption of resolution regarding funding of the construction of the Luraville Volunteer Fire Department.

Commissioner Fowler stated a public hearing on the issue of funding was not necessary and the Board had already approved funding for the construction of Luraville Fire Station.  
Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised the Board should advertise the Fire Services Board meeting, but a public hearing was not needed.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Tyson if he recommended adopting a resolution regarding funding of the construction.

Mr. Tyson replied a resolution would clarify the issue, and would facilitate the search for the action taken by the Board on this issue.


Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised the Fire Services Board can recommended adoption of a resolution to the Board of County Commissioners, and the Board may act upon the recommendation.


No Action taken by the Board. 
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, entering into an agreement with First Central Missionary Baptist Association for use of room(s) at Douglass Center Complex.  

Mr. Tommy Jefferson, advised the Association involved 25 churches located in 5 different counties, and Suwannee County was a central location for the Association meetings.  Mr. Jefferson stated the Association’s interested in leasing rooms available at the Douglass Center, and was advised by Staff to bring the issue to the Board.
Commissioner Maxwell advised not all the rooms available at the Douglass Center were ready for use.

Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Jefferson if the Association was opposed to sharing facilities with other groups who only make use of the facilities on a part-time basis.
Mr. Jefferson replied he had visited the Douglass Center along with Mr. Sharpless, and a suitable room was available; however, the cost of the lease would be a deciding factor.

Chairman Wainwright stated he would meet and discuss with Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, the availability of the rooms shown to Mr. Jefferson, and will present the information to the Board at the Board’s next meeting on March 2, 2010.
No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to reconsider adoption of resolution pursuant to F.S. 106.07(2)(a) requiring candidates running for elective office within the County to be required to file campaign finance reports electronically with the County’s Supervisor of Elections Office.  

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated this issued had been discussed during a previous Board meeting and it had failed with a 2-2 vote.  Mr. Airth advised the Board must vote to reconsider the issue before it can be readdressed, otherwise the issue cannot be visited for a period of 12 months.

Commissioner Fowler moved to reconsider the adoption of resolution pursuant to F.S. 106.07(2)(a) requiring candidates running for elective office within the County to be required to file campaign finance reports electronically with the County’s Supervisor of Elections Office.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.

Commissioner Caruthers stated the 12 month waiting period to readdress an issue was applicable only to changes in land use matters, and not to the this agenda item.
Mr. Airth advised a vote of 2-2 means a motion is denied.
After further discussion Mrs. Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, withdrew the item from consideration.
No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of a Federally Funded Subgrant Agreement with the Florida Division of Emergency Management for FY 2009 State Homeland Security Grant Program in the amount of $58,300.00.  

Sheriff Tony Cameron, stated this was a non-matching grant that will be used to update the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan in order to meet the State Emergency Plan Requirements.  Sheriff Cameron invited the Board to participate on the emergency exercises that will be part of the update.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Federally Funded Subgrant Agreement with the Florida Division of Emergency Management for FY 2009 State Homeland Security Grant Program in the amount of $58,300.00.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement Pending)
Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of Federally Funded Subgrant Agreement with the Florida Division of Emergency Management for FY 2009 State Homeland Security Grant Program in the amount of $9,000.00.  

Sheriff Tony Cameron advised Community Emergency Respond Team was a voluntary organization that was funded through this grant; and this was a non-matching grant.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Federally Funded Subgrant Agreement with the Florida Division of Emergency Management for FY 2009 State Homeland Security Grant Program in the amount of $9,000.00.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Fowler asked Sheriff Cameron for an update on the river height.

Sheriff Cameron replied the river was 24 ft. high near Branford, and currently some roads were underwater but none were closed. (Agreement Pending)
Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, environmental issues for Suwannee County Landfill.  

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised Mr. Darabi was not present due to a scheduling error; and added Mr. Darabi will be present at the next Board meeting on March 2, 2010.
The item was withdrawn.

Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider permission to advertise for Staff Assistant position for Administrative Services.  

Chairman Wainwright advised Mrs. Leslie Allen had been promoted, and her previous position was now vacant.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the Board should wait until a new County Coordinator is hired before addressing this vacant position.

No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of lease agreement with the Division of Forestry for property in Beachville.  

Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, introduced Mr. Roger Gill to address the issue.
Mr. Roger Gill, Forestry Supervisor, advised the Beachville property was leased to the Forestry Department by the Beach Family; and therefore no sub-lease was possible.  However, a special use permit had been drafted allowing the County Fire Rescue to set up a Fire Station at this location.  Mr. Gill stated the permit must be renewed in five years.
Chairman Wainwright asked Mr. Conner why he had chosen Beachville as a location for a Fire Station.

Mr. Conner replied Beachville was centrally located to many of the County Fire Rescue hotspots for calls, and it would reduce overall response time to most calls in the area
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the use agreement with the Division of Forestry for property in Beachville.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2010-19)
At 4:50 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 14 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Florida specifying the terms under which the University will provide personnel, educational, technical and research information to the County.  

Ms. Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised this Memorandum of Understanding was a housekeeping issue establishing the terms between the Board and the University of Florida.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Ms. Allen if the Board still approved the agents hired to work for the Extension Office.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised Article IV Section 2A and 2B-1 in the Memorandum of Understanding specified the hiring of candidates.

Commissioner Maxwell expressed his preference to allow the Extension Office Director to choose the appropriate candidate.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Florida specifying the terms under which the University will provide personnel, educational, technical and research information to the County.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement Pending)
At 5:15 p.m. Chairman Wainwright moved to Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 32, Emergency Agenda Items).


There were two items to consider.

A) To consider approval of a Task Authorization for Angie Brewer and Associate to make application for FY 2011 Civilian Appropriations Grant, and authorization for the Chairman to sign the application once it is prepared.


B) To discuss with possible Board Action, repairs of County owned Right-of-Way.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding the two above mentioned items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 2, 2010.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve, as written, the minutes of the meeting held on February 2, 2010.  Commissioner Caruthers second and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to the podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

Mr. Charles Thompson advised 104th PL was 1/10 mile long and was a private road; however there was recurring trespassing situation.  Mr. Thompson asked the Board to inform the Sheriff of the situation and act accordingly.

Commissioner Maxwell advised Mr. Thompson the board cannot instruct the Sheriff on how to act.

Mrs. Wanda White stated she had been the victim of a fire near the Pine Grove area, and thanked the County Fire Rescue for stopping the fire and reducing any further damage to her property.

Agenda Item No. 22 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.  

There were none.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported no hearing date had been set for the foreclosure suit on the Nathan Oaks subdivision.
Mr. Airth reported he would have a meeting on Friday February 19, 2010 with Mr. Prang of URS Engineering regarding Suwannee Landing’s Airport access denial by the FAA to decide on a course of action.

b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, reported the third week of Annie’s Project was beginning and it was an ongoing success.  She further added a new Master Gardeners Class was going to take a place; and also workshops by Master Gardeners on mushrooms, roses, and fruits were ongoing. 
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, had no report.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
e) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, reported the boat ramps at Little River Springs and Royal Springs had been closed due to the rise in the river.
f) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported the County’s recycling complies with DEP requirements, and there was no mandated recycling percentage; and stated budget increases will be needed if the County considers a future need to increase its recycling activity as the recycling efforts are not economically self-sustaining.
Agenda Item No 24 was to consider approval to advertise for bids for the ambulance rechassis.  

Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated $41,225.82 was available in funds to rechassis the ambulance, Rescue 6.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for the ambulance, Rescue 6, rechassis.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 Agenda Item No. 25 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the funding source for repairs to meet requirements for ISO.  

Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised $15,500 in funding was needed to purchase the necessary ISO gear.  Mr. Conner stated the money had been found within the Board’s General Fund.
Chairman Wainwright asked if the funds will purchase all the items necessary.

Mr. Conner replied all items would be purchased except the apparatus for Station 52.

Commissioner Fowler moved to use $15,500.00 in contingency from General Funds for repairs to meet requirements for ISO rating.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 was for permission to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider repealing Section 34 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County.  

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised Section 34 was regarding Fire Prevention; however, these ordinances are preempted by Florida Statutes and therefore are void and non-enforceable.   Mr. Airth recommended Section 34 be removed to avoid future confusion. 

Commissioner Udell asked if a public hearing was needed on the issue.

Mr. Airth replied repealing an ordinance must be done by ordinance and requires a public hearing.

Commissioner Udell moved to hold a public hearing to repeal Section 34 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, on March 16, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 27 was to consider approval of Memorandum of Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the widening and resurfacing of CR 252 from US 129 to CR 137, and approval of enabling resolution.  (Financial Project ID #ARRA 584 B)  

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this was an Economic Stimulus funded project.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the widening and resurfacing of CR 252 from US 129 to CR 137, and approval of enabling resolution.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2010-16, Agreement Pending)
At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for supper.

At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 15 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the first of two public hearings, to consider adoption of an ordinance amending the Public Schools Facility Element of the Comprehensive Plan to amend the level of service standards for public educational facilities to 100 percent of permanent Florida inventory of school houses capacity as adjusted annually by the School Board to account measurable programmatic changes.  (Application No. CPA 09-6)  

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this was the first of two public hearings on the issue; and stated approval by the Board to transmit the ordinance to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) was needed.
At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve transmittal of the ordinance to DCA.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the first of two public hearings, to consider adoption of ordinance amending the five-year schedule of the Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan, and amending the Public Schools Facilities Map series to reflect the changes in the School District Five-Year Facilities Work Plan.  (Application No. CPA 09-7) 

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this application removed the Phase II project from the five-year schedule, as it has been completed and approval by the Board to transmit the ordinance to DCA was needed.
At 7:07 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:07 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve transmittal of the ordinance to DCA.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the first of two public hearings, to consider adoption of ordinance changing the Future Land Use Classification from Environmentally Sensitive Areas to Conservation on certain lands within the unincorporated area of Suwannee County.  (Application No. CPA 10-1)  

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this was a classification change for the Little River Springs Property from Environmentally Sensitive to Conservation. Mr. Meeks stated approval by the Board to transmit the ordinance to DCA was needed
At 7:09 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:09 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve transmittal of the ordinance to DCA. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of the preliminary design and configuration of Catalyst Site.  

Mr. Chad Williams, GTC Design Group, advised he had received the information from Skeen Engineering and from the information provided GTC had conceived a preliminary design and configuration of the rail tracks for, and layout of, the Catalyst Site.
Mr. Williams provided the Board with a presentation of the design for the Catalyst Site. 
Mr. Williams stated railways will come from the main CSX right-of-way to provide rail access to the site and to any buildings located within the site.  Mr. Williams stated the main set out track for the Site will be north of the main CSX track, and from the set out track two additional spur tracks will be extended.

Mr. Williams continued the first track extension will be known as Spur 1 it will be 2,200 ft. long, and it will provide rail access to the South part of the site.  The second track, the Lead out Track, will extend north from the main track and can be added to if there is any future growth and development of surrounding property.

Mr. Williams further stated the design provided for three buildings to be erected of varying size.  He added that if the site grows, future tracks can be expanded from rails provided.  He advised ten percent of the Catalyst property would be used as a retention pond. Mr. William also stated the railroad crossing at 169th Rd will be closed once the site is constructed with its new crossing.

Mr. Williams advised the total cost for railroad access to the Catalyst Site is $3,038,600.00; and further advised Skeen Engineering was waiting on approval from the Board before submitting the design to CSX for approval.
Anita Kent-Handy of Poole Realty, Mr. Harrell’s realtor, stated the site location as drawn out in the plans had not been provided for her client to review, and would like the Board to provide some time for Mr. Harrell to review the proposed plan and location.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve submittal of engineering plans by Skeen Engineering to CSX for approval, contingent upon approval of new site layout by Mr. Harrell.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 28 was to consider approval of Addendum to the Lease Agreement between Hatch Enterprises, Inc. and Suwannee County to include legal description.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised in the original agreement the Board had agreed to pay Ad Valorem taxes on 51 acres of property used for limerock mining.  Mr. Sikes further advised the 51 acres were spread across three different land parcels; therefore Hatch Enterprises, Inc. had agreed to the addendum and the County would only be responsible for Ad Valorem taxes on two adjacent parcels equaling 48 acres in size.

 Commissioner Fowler asked why the County was paying ad valorem taxes on these parcels.

Mr. Sikes replied the condition had been part of the original agreement approved by the Board.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Addendum to the Lease Agreement between Hatch Enterprises, Inc. and Suwannee County to include legal description of the parcels for which the County is responsible in paying Ad Valorem taxes.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2009-31)
Agenda Item No. 29 was to discuss, with possible Board action, negotiation of Legal Services Agreement.  
Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated he had presented his request during his interview for the position of County Attorney and repeated his requested rate was $125.00 an hour, and a $20,000.00 retainer fee.
Commissioner Fowler stated that Mr. Airth request was a 36% rate increase, and he did not see the need to grant a raise of this size for a part-time employee.

Chairman Wainwright added that previously Mr. Airth had received a 38% increase to his fees in FY 2006-2007.

Commissioner Udell stated the possibility existed that hiring the second candidate for an established hourly rate will be costlier to the County, than the fee increase requested by Mr. Airth.

Chairman Wainwright expressed reluctance in granting the increase in fees requested by Mr. Airth, and stated the agreement with Mr. Airth should remain at the current rate.

Discussion ensued regarding the rate of pay the Board is willing to pay for the services of County Attorney, and the ranking system of applicants.

Commissioner Maxwell stated office location was an important factor for the position of County Attorney.  Further, he did not believe it would be cheaper for the County to hire a County Attorney that charged based solely on an hourly rate. 

Mr. Airth stated he would modify his request with the retainer fee to remain at $18,000.00, an hourly rate of $125.00 and a severance package equal to half the retainer fee, if he is terminated before the anniversary date of the agreement.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to offer Mr. Hal Airth a contract for County Attorney with an hourly rate of $100.00, a retainer fee of $18,000.00 and a $9,000.00 severance package if terminated before the anniversary date of the contract.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Wainwright opposed.

Mr. Airth advised he would consider the offer and advise the Board of his decision.
Agenda Item No. 30 was to consider approval of the general agreement with Angie Brewer and Associates to provide grant writing services to Suwannee County.  
Kasey Stewart, Board Staff Assistant, stated the changes recommended by Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, had been carried out and the agreement was ready for approval.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the agreement with Angie Brewer and Associates to provide grant writing services to Suwannee County.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement Pending)
Agenda Item No. 31 was for Board Members’ selection of applicants to interview for the position of County Coordinator, and set date, time and location to hold interviews, and permission to advertise for same.  
Chairman Wesley Wainwright, asked each Commissioner to present one name from the list of candidates for the position of County Coordinator.
The list of candidates, chosen by the Board, was as follows:

1) Christopher Sweat was chosen by Commissioner Maxwell.
2) Joseph Gerrity was chosen by Commissioner Fowler.
3) Emory Pience was chosen by Commissioner Caruthers
4) Shawn Crocker was chosen by Chairman Wainwright.
5) Edward Sealover was chosen by Commissioner Udell.
At 8:15 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a break.

At 8:25 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 31 under GENEREAL BUSINESS which was for Board Members’ selection of applicants to interview for the position of County Coordinator, and set date, time and location to hold interviews, and permission to advertise for same. 
Ms. Kasey Stewart, Board Staff Assistant, advised background checks on candidates will take approximately three weeks to complete.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that background checks were necessary before setting a date and time for interviews.

Chairman Wainwright suggested the interviews for County Coordinator be held on April 6, 2010 after the completion of the scheduled Board meeting.
Commissioner Udell moved to hold the interviews for County Coordinator on April 6, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. at the Live Oak City Hall, and to advertise for same.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 32 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items to approve.


A) To consider approval of a Task Authorization for Angie Brewer and Associate to make application for FY 2011 Civilian Appropriations Grant, and authorization for the Chairman to sign the application once it is prepared.


Mr. Don Berryhill, Angie Brewer and Associates, Inc., advised the application deadline was February 26, 2010.  Mr. Beryyhill further advised the grant is for projects that enhance and create education access, and his firm recommended the Dowling Park Library Project be the project submitted along with this application.  


Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Berryhill if the Catalyst Site Project had been considered for this grant.


Mr. Berryhill explained all the information necessary to complete the application was already available regarding the Dowling Park Library Project, and the deadline could be met with relative ease.  He added his firm was unfamiliar with the Catalyst Project, and there was no guarantee all the necessary information could be gathered before the deadline.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Task Authorization for Angie Brewer and Associate to make application for FY 2011 Civilian Appropriations Grant, and authorization for the Chairman to sign the application once it is prepared.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2010-20)

B) To discuss with possible Board Action, repairs of County owned Right-of-Way.


Commissioner Caruthers advised trucks had parked on County right-of-ways located at River Road and Garrison Road, and was requesting the Board action to repair the road shoulders that these locations.


Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated if Public Works were to repair the right-of-ways at these locations it will likely encourage the illegal parking and the problem will continue.


Commissioner Maxwell agreed with Mr. Sikes that repairing the shoulders would create a continuing problem of vehicles parking on the right-of-way.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Sikes if the current damage presented a road safety hazard.


Mr. Sikes replied the damage did not represent a safety hazard.


No action taken by the Board.


Agenda Item No. 33 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Udell stated Comcast was not broadcasting the Board meetings as it was agreed.
Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised he would contact Comcast and deal with the issue.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


    _________________________________


______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                           SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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