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December 15, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Bishop Fred Watson from Live Oak Church of God led the invocation.  Chairman Wainwright led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	12/15/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               766,539.83 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               602,056.62 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   4,355.16 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   6,323.25 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 44,157.22 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,319.79 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               231,304.09 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 97,062.25 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 66,408.38 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   7,000.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   2,265.10 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 62,212.73 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 83,606.29 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   4,546.00 

	 
	Batches 10-142-10-0180

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,983,156.71 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $14,525.01, to The Scruggs Company for the construction of 52nd Street & 71st Road.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $1,459.50, to The Scruggs Company for final payment for work performed on 119th Road.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $2,311.50, to The Scruggs Company for final payment for work performed on 93rd Road.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3294, in the amount of $5,600.00, to AK Associates for Exacom Extended Warranty.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 13228, in the amount of $17,998.76, to microDATA GIS, Inc. for annual maintenance of GIS system.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 6.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for replacing In-ground Four Pipe A/C System Located at the Suwannee County Jail.  (Request for Proposals No. 2009-15)  

Mr. Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, advised there was only one response to the request for proposals and it was as follows;
Certified Air Contractors 
Jacksonville, Florida 

$392,280.00

Mr. McLean stated the Bid Review Committee would review the bid and present a recommendation to the Board at its next meeting.

Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of the annual report for revenue generated by fees imposed and costs incurred by the Building Department.  

Mr. Patrick Taylor, Building Official, presented the Building Department’s annual report for the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 on revenue and costs incurred.  Mr. Taylor stated the Building Department had generated $179,760.01 in revenue from building permits, as well as, $1,470.00 from contractors’ license fees.  Mr. Taylor advised revenue from contractors’ licensing fees are generated every two years.
Mr. Taylor stated the total expenses for the Building Department was $315,422.37. Mr. Taylor further stated the amount of expenses was due to a decline in building permits, and also included the budgeted salary for two staff members that are no longer working for the Building Department.

Mr. Taylor advised revenue was short $134,192.36 to cover the total expense for the Building Department for the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 on.  Mr. Taylor added the revenue and cost incurred by his office is projected to be balanced for this Fiscal year. 
The Board thanked Mr. Taylor for his presentation and all the work he has done.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Taylor if he thought there was a reason to raise building permit fees.

Mr. Taylor replied he did not see any reason indicating permit fees should be raised, and should remain unchanged.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Taylor if more permits were being requested for mobile homes or houses.

Mr. Taylor replied currently mobile home permits are being requested 4-1 compared to permits for site built homes.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of a thirty (30)-day Leave of Absence for Tony Cirigliano, Administrative Associate, due to medical reasons.  

Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, advised the Board that Mr. Cirigliano had requested to be allowed to return to work next week, and be allowed to miss two days a week for the next six weeks, as he undergoes treatment.  Mr. McLean added after six weeks Mr. Cirigliano is further requesting three days off to complete his treatment, after which time he will return to work in a full time basis.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve Mr. Cirigliano’s request for two days off work for a six week period, and an additional three days off after the six week period is completed.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded for discussion.
Commissioner Caruthers stated Mr. Cirigliano’s previously approved Leave of Absence had ended last week and the Board would have to act on this issue as well.  Commissioner Caruthers further stated the County Coordinator has the authority to grant a request by staff for three days off as stated in County Policy.
Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion, and Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.
Mrs. Kristie Harrison stated only the Board could approve the Leave of Absence request, as Mr. McLean had already granted the maximum days off allowed by County Policy to Mr. Cirigliano.

Discussion ensued with regards the Board’s authority and the County Coordinator’s authority on the issue of Leave of Absence for employees.

Commissioner Fowler stated if Mr. Cirigliano returns to work for only three days a week he would be considered a part-time employee, and the County does not provide insurance coverage for part-time employees.
Mrs. Harrison stated the issued had been addressed with Mr. Cirigliano, and he was aware that he would have to pay for his premium if his request was approved.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to authorize granting Mr. Tony Cirigliano a leave of absence without pay, retroactive to December 11, 2009, until his fulltime return to work not exceeding thirty days.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, hiring additional staff for the Board of County Commissioners.  

Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, stated this item had been withdrawn.
Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, adoption of resolution supporting the elimination of the cap on the State and Local Housing Trust Funds and supporting full appropriation of the Housing Trust Funds for housing programs by the Florida Legislature.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated the Board could approve the resolution; however, it may not affect the Legislature’s actions on this issue.
Commissioner Maxwell stated he did not know enough about the issue to act on it.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve adopting a resolution supporting the elimination of the cap on the State and Local Housing Trust Funds and supporting full appropriation of the Housing Trust Funds for housing programs.  The motion died for a lack of second.

Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution granting a construction easement to DOT at the Live Oak Train Depot.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this resolution would grant DOT a temporary easement while working on repairs of the Live Oak Train Depot.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adopting a resolution granting a construction easement to DOT at the Live Oak Train Depot.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2010-08)
Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard,
to authorize advertising for bids for the hauling of base limerock for CR 417 DOT project.  

Commissioner Fowler stated this item had been previously bid with the stipulation of a constant per ton mile basis; and asked Mr. Sikes the reason for readvertising.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, replied the market had changed since the previous bid, and therefore he was looking out for the best interest of the County and trying to obtain the lowest possible price.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for bids for the hauling of base limerock for CR 417 DOT project, and any other projects as deemed necessary by Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, advertising to hold a public hearing to consider amending the ordinances for Code Enforcement to address nuisance properties.  

Chairman Wesley Wainwright, stated Florida Statutes provide recourse to deal with nuisance properties; however, there did not exist a County ordinance that allowed the Code Enforcement Board to act beyond what is written in Statutes.
 Commissioner Udell asked Chairman Wainwright for a clarification of the agenda item.
Chairman Wainwright replied he was attempting to provide the Code Enforcement Board with an option to clean up nuisance properties where the property owner is financially or physically unable to attend to their property.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he was against passing or amending any ordinance on this issue, and added Statutes provides the Code Enforcement Board with a legal recourse through the courts on these issues.  Commissioner Maxwell further added the County is compelled to act when a Court Order is issued. 
Commissioner Fowler stated the provided example ordinance from Bay County dealt with an urban area and these are not comparable to rural areas located in the County.

No Action taken by the Board.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Agenda Item No. 15 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items).

There was one item to consider.

A) To select a Grant Writing Services company, from the two recommendations provided to the Board.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve adding the above mentioned items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Wainwright asked the Board to address Agenda Item No. 18 which was for Constitutional Officer’s Reports at this time, as Clerk Barry Baker was scheduled to attend a Suwannee County School Board meeting.

It was the consensus of the Board to hear Clerk Barry Baker’s presentation.

Agenda Item No. 18 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

Mr. Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, presented the Board with a condensed Budget, and provided a list of all County Projects being considered by the Board.
Clerk Baker advised the Board the list of County Projects referred to all projects the County is currently undertaking, planning to undertake, or is considering as a viable project.

The Board thanked Clerk Baker for the information provided.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on December 1, 2009.

Commissioner Caruthers noted the Chairman’s name had been written twice on the first page and his name had been left out, also the wrong name had been written on the signature page.

Commissioner Fowler noted the Civil Air Patrol had agreed to consider use of an office located at the Douglass Center as a meeting place.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the minutes, with corrections, of the regular Board meeting held on December 1, 2009.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the matter carried unanimously.

[Deputy Clerk Jhony Cuenca made the corrections accordingly.]


Agenda Item No. 17 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)


Mr. Jim Ward asked Chairman Wainwright for an update on the Branford Health Department Building Grant.

Chairman Wainwright stated he was still working on acquiring a parcel of land for the building; however, the deadline for bid selections was December 30, 2010.

At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting.


At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported he had not been contacted by the American Cancer Society, and therefore at the moment there is no contract between the Board and the American Cancer Society regarding use of office space the Douglass Center by the American Cancer Society.
Mr. Airth further reported he had been contacted by the Nathan Oak’s subdivision attorney and informed that the subdivision is going through foreclosure.

b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, reported there was a 4-H Bake Off yesterday and added that the turnout was much higher than anticipated.  
Ms. Allen stated a youth leadership program will be taking place in Suwannee County, and it will consist of involving participants in how government works.
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, reported that Mr. Jamie Sommers and Mr. Bobby Garnett had completed and graduated from Paramedic school, and three more members of his staff were enrolled in Paramedic school.  He further stated several volunteers were currently taking their Firefighter I examinations.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported the laptops obtained by a grant through NEFLIN were ready for public use; and stated the sole purpose of these laptops will be for e-government.
e) Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, reported the Brown Foundation conducted its annual inspection of brown field sites at the airport.  Mr. McLean added the Foundation offered the use of the site to the County if it was needed for certain limited uses.
Mr. McLean stated the roof at the Douglass Center has several leaks and is in need of repair.  
Mr. McLean advised the Board the closing date on the Catalyst Project site had been moved to April 29, 2010.  Mr. McLean stated the County had explored the option to connect the Catalyst Site to the City’s water and sewer services; however, the proposal to place a return water line back to the city from the Catalyst Site’s well fields would not qualify for project funding and this would reduce the previously estimated cost.
Mr. McLean inquired if the Board could use the same engineering company, Creech Engineering, currently working for the City on the Catalyst Project.
Mr. Hal Airth stated Creech Engineering was in charge of the engineering to provide utilities to the site; however, the Board cannot piggyback for professional services.

Mr. McLean stated advertising would begin for the Large Hangar at the Airport, and the ad would not solicit bids.  Mr. McLean added there were no objections from DOT on the matter.
f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, reported soccer registration was over and there were 362 participants this year for a total of 29 teams.  Mr. Scott further added he was working on a design for the soccer field, and the current design would possible allow for four fields on the former DDJ property.
Mr. Scott further reported the damage at Little River Springs was more severe than when it was first examined, and he was currently working on obtaining new estimates for the repair and seeking FEMA funding.

Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Scott if Little River Springs was a State Park.

Mr. Scott replied he was unsure if the deed on this park had been transferred over to the State.

Mr. Scott stated there was a problem with condensation on the concrete floor outside the wooden flooring in the Coliseum, and was causing the concrete to become slippery.

g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported the Solid Waste schedule would be as follows; the transfer station would be closed on Thursday December 24, 2009 and Friday December 25, 2009 and it will also be closed on New Year’s Day.
Agenda Item No. 20 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item to discuss.

A) To select a Grant Writing Services company, from the two recommendations provided to the Board.

Commissioner Fowler stated both presentations had been well-thought out and presented.
Chairman Wainwright asked if it was possible to hire both candidates, and assign them with individual projects.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Chairman Wainwright and stated the Board should consider hiring both candidates.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to hire both candidates for Grant Writing Services, appointing Angie Brewer and Associates, Inc. as the first choice and Guardian Community Resource Management Inc. as the second choice.  Commissioner Udell seconded.

After a brief discussion Commissioner Udell withdrew his second.

Commissioner Fowler seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Maxwell wished a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all County Staff and the citizens of the County.

Commissioner Udell wished a Merry Christmas to all and thanked the Board and Staff for the work done to balance the budget.

Chairman Wainwright wished a Merry Christmas to all and thanked the citizens of the County for participating in government.

Commissioner Caruthers wished a Merry Christmas to all County Staff and asked all to help the less fortunate.

Commissioner Fowler wished a Merry Christmas to all County Staff and the citizens of the County.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


    _________________________________


______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                           SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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