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December 1, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. Chairman Wesley Wainwright was not present.
Vice-Chairman Maxwell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Vice-Chairman Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT:

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	         12/1/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               920,145.68 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 33,495.79 

	117
	
	 $                   4,446.02 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,257.67 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   9,923.02 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 46,756.58 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,279.71 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               227,550.84 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 69,059.69 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 51,400.85 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $               320,314.51 

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 22,356.61 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 65,861.00 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,790,847.97 

	
	
	

	
	                    Batches  10-0113 - 10-0141
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 9, in the amount of $75,280.34, to The Scruggs Company for the reconstruction of C.R. 249.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve surplus of a 1981 Ford F250, VIN# 1FTGX26G3BKA16940 from the Maintenance Department, and dispose through the Sheriff’s Auction.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to surplus a 1996 Jeep Cherokee, VIN# 1J4FT68S6TL179524 from the Administrative Services Department, and dispose through the Sheriff’s Auction.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the destruction of County records from Emergency Management, as required in Section 28.31 Florida Statutes that have met their retention period.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve holding a workshop on Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at 2:00 P.M. for oral presentations of qualifications by top ranked responders for Grant Writing Services.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 6.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-0.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, space needs and meeting location for the Civil Air Patrol.  
Grant Meadows, Civil Air Patrol, announced the Civil Air Patrol had been founded December 1, 1941 and today was celebrating its 68th anniversary and requested the Board adopt a proclamation declaring the week of December 1, 2009 to December 7, 2009 as Civil Air Patrol Week in Suwannee County.
Mr. Meadows read the proclamation for the record.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the proclamation declaring the week of December 1, 2009 to December 7, 2009 as Civil Air Patrol Week in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-0. (See Resolution No. 2010-06)
Mr. Meadows stated the Civil Air Patrol was currently sharing meeting facilities with another entity at the Airport; however, the current arrangement does not meet the space needs.  He was requesting permission from the Board to place a portable classroom on Airport property.  Mr. Meadows added the Civil Air Patrol had the funds necessary to purchase the building, and if the Board approved the request the building would be placed outside the Airport fence.

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised FAA and FDOT would have to approve the request as well before a building can be placed in Airport property.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Meadows if the building was purchased, would the Civil Air Patrol continue to use hangar space.

Mr. Meadows stated the hangar space may not be necessary; however he would like to continue making use the hangar space.  Mr. Meadows further advise the purchase of the building must be made by the County, and the Civil Air Patrol will provide the funding.

Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised the Board the FAA required the County to enter into a lease agreement for any building located in Airport property, with required payment and may likely require the same of the Civil Air Patrol.
Vice-Chairman Maxwell advised Mr. Meadows to work with Mr. McLean on a plan for the location of the requested building.

No action taken by the Board.

At 9:25 a.m. Vice-Chairman moved to Agenda Item No. 14 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 19, Emergency Agenda Items).

There was 1 item to consider.

A) To discuss, with possible Board action, the lease agreement between the Board of County Commissioner and the American Cancer Society for use of a room at the Douglass Center Complex.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding the above mentioned items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 15 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on November 17, 2009.


Commissioner Fowler stated Agenda Item No. 13 regarding the bids for Drilling and Blasting lacked a motion and a second.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approved, with corrections, the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on November 17, 2009.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


[Deputy Clerk Jhony Cuenca made the corrections accordingly.]


Agenda Item No. 16 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)


There were none.

Agenda Item No. 17 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

Mr. Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, stated that the Clerk’s Office was working on a list of the County’s Capital Projects and their associated costs and will provide the Board with the information once it was ready.

            Agenda Item No. 18 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported he had written a letter to Mr. Mike 

Adams the owner of the Nathan Oaks subdivision, but he had not received a response.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, thanked the Board for their 
support on the Thanksgiving luncheon and also thanked Mrs. Leeta Bronson the Department Heads and their staff for their help.

Ms. Allen reported the Extension Office was currently working on the 2010 plan, and also were reporting the accomplishments achieved this year.  Ms. Allen added that on December 14, 2009, 4-H will hold a holiday bake off.

c) Charlie Conner Public Safety Director, had nothing to report. 

d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported the State Reports were due 

today and they provided library stats.  Mr. Hales further advised the library had received two new laptops to be used for e-government.
e) Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, reported he was working along 

with Ms. Allen in providing access to the Coliseum Calendar via the internet.
f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, had nothing to report.
Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Scott about the food donated during the 

Thanksgiving luncheon for Love INC.


Mr. Scott replied there was a good amount of food donated and it had been delivered; however he did not count the amount of items donated.

g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director,  reported he had spoken with Mr. Tim 

Alcorn regarding the centerline survey for the East Perimeter Road and Mr. Alcorn advised him the survey will be completed by next week.

Mr. Sikes advised active past due accounts for the Transfer Station had been placed on a cash basis with a monthly payment plan, and added that the Finance Department was working on a Profit and Loss statement for Solid Waste.


Mr. Sikes further advised the Road Project for CR 252 may be extended to go from the Columbia/Suwannee County line to US 129.


Mr. Hancock asked Mr. Sikes for an update on CR 136 road.

Mr. Sikes replied DOT was still looking into the matter; however, the problem was likely to continue, and the only recourse may be to repave the road.


At 9:55 a.m. Vice-Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting for a break.


At 10:05 a.m. Vice-Chairman Maxwell reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Emergency Agenda Items.


There was one item to discuss.

A) To discuss, with possible Board action, the lease agreement between the Board of County Commissioner and the American Cancer Society for use of a room at the Douglass Center Complex.


Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised a lease agreement had been drafted for the American Cancer Society’s use of the Douglass Center.  Mr. McLean further advised it was a rent-free lease with no utilities costs, for the term of one year with a renewal option.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated the Board did not have to take action on this item as it had been approved by the Board at a previous meeting.


At 10:13 a.m. Vice-Chairman Maxwell recessed the meeting until 7:00 p.m. for several public hearings inadvertently advertised for that time.


At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Wainwright was present and reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 8 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance, pursuant to Application CPA 09-4 by Florida Power Corporation d.b.a. Progress Energy Florida, amending Policy I.2.2 of the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add public and publicly regulated utilities including electric generating facilities and related facilities authorized and regulated by state or national public utility commissions, existing as of September 1, 2009 and expansion of the scope and the area of such existing facilities as a use that may be approved by special permit within the Agriculture land use classification, and by adding Objective I.14 and Policy I.14.1 to the objectives and policies for both urban development areas and rural areas to allow electrical substations by special permit in all land use categories except Environmentally Sensitive and Conservation land use categories provided any such structure shall not be located within 300 feet of any single or multiple-family residence, group living facility, school, or hospital. 
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board if approved the ordinance would amend the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan by allowing the placing of electrical substations on specific areas in the County and only by special permit granted by the Board.  Mr. Meeks further advised he had met with Progress Energy and DCA and neither party had any objections to the changes as proposed in the ordinance.
Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Meeks if the change would cover all property surrounding the power plant.
Mr. Meeks replied the property surrounding the power plant in its current state will not require a permit by the Board; however, any future expansion will require a special permit.

At 7:13 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the Public Hearing.
Mr. Bo Hancock expressed his concern at the prospect of further coal burning, and requested the Board consider the use of natural gas as a stipulation when granting a special permit.  

Mr. Hancock also expressed his concern over the size of the set back as stated in the ordinance.

Mr. Meeks stated the Board had the authority to increase the size of the setbacks.

At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the Public Hearing.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt an ordinance, pursuant to Application CPA 09-4 by Florida Power Corporation d.b.a. Progress Energy Florida, amending Policy I.2.2 of the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add public and publicly regulated utilities including electric generating facilities and related facilities authorized and regulated by state or national public utility commissions, existing as of September 1, 2009 and expansion of the scope and the area of such existing facilities as a use that may be approved by special permit within the Agriculture land use classification, and by adding Objective I.14 and Policy I.14.1 to the objectives and policies for both urban development areas and rural areas to allow electrical substations by special permit in all land use categories except Environmentally Sensitive and Conservation land use categories provided any such structure shall not be located within 300 feet of any single or multiple-family residence, group living facility, school, or hospital.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 2010-01)
Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of an ordinance amending the Five-Year Schedule of the Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add a Florida Department of Transportation funded road construction project.  (Application No. CPA 09-2)  
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board if approved this ordinance would amend the Five-Year Schedule of the Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan by adding the N.E. Perimeter Road Project to the Five-Year Schedule.
At 7:17 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the Public Hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:17 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the ordinance amending the Five-Year Schedule of the Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add a Florida Department of Transportation funded road construction project.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 2010-02)
Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of an ordinance amending the Future Traffic Circulation Map 2021 of the Comprehensive Plan by adding N.E. Perimeter Road from U.S. Highway 90 to U.S. Highway 129, as a two-lane minor collector.  (Application No. CPA 09-3)  
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this ordinance amended the Future Traffic Circulation Map 2021 and listed the road classification for the N.E. Perimeter Road as a two-lane minor collector.
At 7:19 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the Public Hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:19 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the ordinance amending the Future Traffic Circulation Map 2021 of the Comprehensive Plan by adding N.E. Perimeter Road from U.S. Highway 90 to U.S. Highway 129, as a two-lane minor collector.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 2010-03)
Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of an ordinance changing the Future Land Use Classification from Agriculture-1 to Public on certain lands within the unincorporated area of Suwannee County.  (Application No. CPA 09-5)  
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated this was a small scale zoning change and it would rezone a 1.42 acre parcel, to be used for the Luraville Fire Station, from Agricultural-1 to Public.  Mr. Meeks further stated the small scale zoning change can be adopted locally, and there were no objections from DCA.
At 7:23 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the Public Hearing.
Mr. Bo Hancock requested that for future land changes if a map showing the parcel in question could be displayed.

Mr. Meeks advised the advertising of these ordinances state to contact his office where a copy of the ordinance is available for review.
At 7:26 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the ordinance changing the Future Land Use Classification from Agriculture-1 to Public on certain lands within the unincorporated area of Suwannee County.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 2010-04)
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Section 5.16.6 of Suwannee County Land Development Regulations (LDR) allowing the Board of County Commissioners to grant an additional twelve (12) month extension of preliminary plat approvals for the total extensions not to exceed twenty-four (24) months.  (Application No. LDR 09-3) 
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this amendment to the LDRs was to address an additional extension of preliminary plat approvals as discussed at a previous Board meeting.  Mr. Meeks stated the additional extension would increase the approval time of preliminary plats to three years, which will match the School Board’s Concurrency Plan.
At 7:28 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the Public Hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:28 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the ordinance amending Section 5.16.6 of Suwannee County Land Development Regulations (LDR) allowing the Board of County Commissioners to grant an additional twelve (12) month extension of preliminary plat approvals for the total extensions not to exceed twenty-four (24) months.  Commissioner Fowler seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2010-05)
Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of resolution adopting the Evaluation and Appraisal Report of the Suwannee County Comprehensive Plan.  
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated the report was first complied in 1998, amended in 2002, was required every seven years and it provided a summary of the County’s Comprehensive Land Development success and failure.  Mr. Meeks added the report provided various categories of County wide statistics.
At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the Public Hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the resolution adopting the Evaluation and Appraisal Report of the Suwannee County Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2010-07)
ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY AGENDA ITEMS
There were 2 items to consider.

A) To discuss, with possible Board action, the Request for Qualifications for Attorney for Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners. 

B) To discuss, with possible Board action, the Airport Liability Insurance.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve and hear the two above mentioned additional items.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

A) To discuss, with possible Board action, the Request for Qualifications for Attorney for Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners. 

Commissioner Udell inquired about the criteria requiring an applicant be a member of the bar licensed to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Northern District, when Suwannee County is located in the Middle District.
Mr. McLean replied that requirement was added by mistake.

Commissioner Udell stated all RFQs ads should be submitted to the Board for approval.
Commissioner Caruthers advised the Board had approved at a previous meeting to review and rank all RFQs for Attorney for the Board.

Discussion ensued regarding the Board’s role in the RFQ process.

Commissioner Udell moved to readvertise the Request for Qualifications for Attorney for Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners removing the requirement that an applicant must be a member of the bar licensed to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Northern District.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B) To discuss, with possible Board action, the Airport Liability Insurance.

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised the Liability Insurance carrier was offering, or requiring, an additional terrorism protection premium increasing the Airport insurance from $3,900.00 to $9,500.00
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, asked Mr. McLean if terrorism coverage was required by the FAA.

Mr. McLean replied he would look into the matter.

Commissioner Fowler questioned the Insurance Carrier increasing rates after the policy has been renewed.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of the terrorism policy and for the Chairman to sign, if terrorism coverage for the Airport is required by FAA and FDOT.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Fowler advised that Mrs. Edwards from Love INC expressed her thanks to the Board for their help, and asked if the Board could adopt a family for Christmas.

Chairman Wainwright thanked staff for the Thanksgiving Luncheon.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


   __________________________________


______________________                               WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                          SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
               OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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