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October 20, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Pastor Darrell Curls from Mary Belle Baptist Church led the invocation.  Chairman Caruthers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	10/20/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,156,368.14 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               682,416.17 

	117
	
	 $                   7,071.86 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,433.90 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   6,726.65 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 75,599.43 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,198.82 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                      880.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 16,000.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               554,072.30 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 86,959.12 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 26,608.93 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 42,619.31 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 39,292.00 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,714,246.63 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 58296, in the amount of $54,909.80, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., for final payment for the reconstruction of Walker Street.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 5110965, in the amount of $37,260.00 to Hasty’s Communications of Florida, Inc. for maintenance service for communication towers in Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2008-09.
Chairman Caruthers announced Agenda Item No. 3 had been withdrawn from Consent Agenda Items, and it would be discussed under Agenda Item No. 18.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 4 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open qualifications, for Grant Writing Services.  (Request for Qualifications No. 2009-13)  
Mr. Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, advised there were four responses to the RFQ for Grant Writing Services.  Mr. McLean stated the respondents were as follows;
1. Muller and Associates,  Tallahassee, Fl

2. Bailey, Bishop and Lane,  Lake City, Fl

3. Angie Brewer and Associated,  Bradenton, Fl

4. Guardian Grant Writing Service,  Groveland, Fl

Mr. McLean stated the RFQs would be reviewed and will continue with the process.

Agenda Item No. 5 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids, for Luraville Volunteer Fire Department.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-12)  
Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, read the bids and they were as follows;
 1) Brae, Inc.      Mayo, Fl    $249,856.00

 2) Mandese White Construction   Gainesville, Fl   $349,800.00

 3) Harlie Lynch Construction Co., Inc.  Mayo, Fl   $266,113.00

 4) Sechrer    Gainesville, Fl   $331,000.00

 5) E.O. Koch   Sebring, Fl   $315,483.00

 6) Curt’s Construction   White Springs, Fl   $335,590.58

 7) Keith David Building Solutions   Green Cove Springs, Fl   $342,239.56

 8) Beeline Development    Ocala, Fl   $298,671.00

 9) McCall Construction     Live Oak, Fl   $283,495.00

10) Gray Construction   Trenton, Fl     $245,440.00

11) Trademark Construction Group   Lake City, Fl   $299,963.00

12) Harold Construction Company   Jacksonville, Fl   $298.475.00

13) M.W. Builders
Jacksonville, Fl    $310,000.00

14) Williams and Rowe Company   Jacksonville, Fl   $289,000.00

15) Masters Construction and Development    Tampa, Fl   $442,770.47

16) GRG Building and Contracting   Jacksonville, Fl   $236,348.00

17) Music Construction     Live Oak, Fl    $287,459.00

18) Billco Construction       South Daytona, Fl   $282,500.00

19) Gamble and Associates Construction    Live Oak, Fl    $269,995.00

20) George Prescott Construction    Jacksonville, Fl   $249,459.00

Mr. Conner advised the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented at the next Board meeting.

Agenda Item No. 6 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for the roof for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bids were opened during October 6, 2009 Board meeting.)  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-08)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield, Contractor for the Animal Shelter, advised it was the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award the bid for the roof project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter to B.W. Howland and Co. for a bid of $5,305.90.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Hatfield if the bid was for material only.

Mr. Hatfield replied the bid was for materials only.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve awarding of bid for the roof project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter to B.W. Howland and Co.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for the septic system for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bids were opened during October 6, 2009 Board meeting.)  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-07)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield, Contractor for the Animal Shelter, advised it was the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award the bid for the septic system project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter to Lundy’s Septic for a bid of $13,285.86.
Commissioner Udell asked if the bid included installation of the septic system as well.

Mr. Hatfield replied installation was included in the bidding price.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Hatfield what was the gallon capacity of the tanks that will be used on this system.

Mr. Hatfield replied he did not recall the exact capacity of the tanks, and added a total of four tanks will be used for the septic system with individual pumping stations.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve awarding the bid for the septic system project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter to Lundy’s Septic.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation by the American Cancer Society.  
Ms. Shelly Monroe, stated the American Cancer Society spends three times more money than other organizations on cancer research, it also provides medicine to cancer patients and help patients and their families through volunteer service.  She further stated the American Cancer Society conducts three events as a source of fund raising; Relay for Life, Making Strides, and Cattle Baron’s Ball.  
Ms. Monroe advised the American Cancer Society’s Cattle Baron’s Ball would be held in Live Oak at the Spirit of Suwannee Music Park on February 27, 2010 with tickets priced at $75 and $100.  She invited the Board to participate in the event.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of Certificate Regarding Matching Funds and Memorandum of Agreement with the Florida Division of Elections to receive a Federal Election Activities grant in the amount of $4,408.22, with the County providing fifteen percent (15%) matching funds in the amount of $661.23.  
Ms. Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, advised the funds needed for the County match were budgeted under voter education.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the Certificate Regarding Matching Funds and Memorandum of Agreement with the Florida Division of Elections to receive a Federal Election Activities grant in the amount of $4,408.22, with the County providing fifteen percent (15%) matching funds in the amount of $661.23.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution supporting the delay of the implementation of the Paper Ballot Legislation from 2012 to 2016.  
Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, advised the Association of Supervisors of Elections was requesting all counties to support extending the implementation date of the Paper Ballot Legislation from 2012 to 2016.  Ms. Williams further stated counties were still paying for voting equipment purchased in 2000, and changing again with the current economic times would create an undue financial burden.
Commissioner Udell asked Ms. Williams what was stated in the Paper Ballot Legislation.

Ms. Williams replied it called for purchasing voting equipment that will provide a printout of the vote, to serve voters with disabilities.  Ms. Williams added that the current available paper ballot voting equipment would only meet some of the requirements as set out in the legislation.  She added the currently used touch screen equipment is not detrimental to voters with disabilities.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt the resolution supporting the delay of implementing the Paper Ballot Legislation from 2012 to 2016.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2010-03)
Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for discussion regarding open code violation against neighbor.  
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated this issue was currently pending review by the Code Enforcement Board, and therefore the Board had no authority to discuss the matter.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Agenda Item No. 12 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There was 1 item to consider.

A) Permission to advertise to fill a vacant custodial position in the Maintenance   

Department. (Murphy McLean, County Coordinator)


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding the above mentioned item to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13 was to approve minutes of meeting held on October 6, 2009.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the minutes, as written, of the meeting held on October 6, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 14 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)


There were none.

Agenda Item No. 15 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.

At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers continued with Agenda Item No. 16 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Airth for an update on his meeting with the developer of the Nathan Oaks Subdivision.  

Mr. Airth replied he had met with the developer and his attorney to discuss their obtaining funds to begin work on the roads for the subdivision.  Mr. Airth added they were moving forward in trying to obtain the funds.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised the Extension Office 

was offering a Serve Safe Course, for food safety.  She further stated on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday there will be an Ag Expo in Moultree, Ga where a display on best management practices by the Master Gardner class will be shown.


Ms. Allen further advised a pesticide class will be held on October 28, 2009.

c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated the Volunteer’s truck fleet 

had been inspected by DOT, and there were some corrections that had to be made.  Mr. Conner further stated the Emergency Vehicle Operation Course (EVOC) had begun with the help of North Florida Community College.

Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. Conner if he had found a place to store the 5 trucks received from Forestry.


Mr. Conner replied two of the vehicles were in use by the Wellborn Fire Department, and the remaining vehicles were being stored.


Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Conner for an update on the hazmat team.


Mr. Conner replied the training would continue in January; and further added the hazmat team had been invited to join the Regional Hazmat group.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
e) Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, advised Mr. Barry Baker, Clerk 

of the Circuit Court, had requested the installation of a night drop box at his office.  Mr. McLean added Clerk Baker had provided the materials necessary, and the County will only provide the installation.

Mr. McLean further advised of the termination of the lease for the large hangar located at the Airport.  He stated he was working towards establishing a fair lease price, and added approximately $1,000 for lease of this hangar was fair.


Mr. McLean stated that he had obtained an estimate for repairs of the Douglass Center kitchen.  Mr. McLean advised repairs to the cafeteria would be approximately $3,400; however, it does not include kitchen equipment; also the area next to the cafeteria would require an estimate $3,500 to $4,000 to repair.


Chairman Caruthers asked if the money for these repairs had been budgeted.


Mr. McLean replied he was not sure and would check on it.

Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. McLean if he had an estimate for the Jail’s water loop system.


Mr. McLean stated there were two ways to repair the Jail water system; the first called for a pipe system 7 ft. from the ground, and it would go alongside the building and the estimated cost for such a system was $429,420.00.  The second option was a system located on the roof, and the estimate cost for that system was $333,250.00; and also engineering will need to done before going forward with the project.


Mr. McLean also advised repairs for the Luraville Community Center would be approximately $9,000. He further stated work at the extension office was 90% complete.
f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, had nothing to report.
g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised bidding for the road project 
CR 137 to the County line, funded by the Economic Recovery Act, would begin soon and Mr. Sikes expected work to begin in December.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Sikes for an update of the center line survey for the East Perimeter Road.


Mr. Tim Alcorn relied they were still waiting on the engineering plans for the project, and expected to obtain the information in a couple of days.


Mr. Bo Hancock asked Mr. Sikes if he had discussed the damage on CR 136 with FDOT.


Mr. Sikes replied an annual inspection by FDOT was being carried out on that road at the present time.

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 was for permission for County Attorney, Hal A. Airth, to notify property owner regarding termination of lease for Mizell property.  
Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, advised the lease would end in November if the Board approved the termination of the lease.  Mr. McLean further advised staff was working on the building to return it to its previous condition before the building is returned.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to grant permission for County Attorney, Hal A. Airth, to notify property owner regarding termination of lease for Mizell property.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to consider approval of Service Agreement with Hasty’s Communications of Florida, Inc., in the amount of $37,260.00, for maintenance services for communication towers in Suwannee County for Fiscal year 2009-2010.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised a 2001 contract with Hasty’s Communication to maintain four communication towers in the County had expired.  Mr. McLean further stated the recommendation of the auditor was to not pay because there is no valid agreement between the Board and Hasty’s Communication.
Commissioner Udell stated if there is no contract between the Board and this company, then there is no payment due.

Mr. Fowler added that the invoices presented to the Board by this company were not signed by anyone from the County to verify any work was done.

Mr. McLean stated the Board could authorize advertising for bids for communication services.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated the Board should first deny payment of the invoice.

Commissioner Udell moved to deny payment of the invoice by Hasty’s Communication in the amount of $37,260.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Airth stated the Board could now make a motion to advertise for communication services.  

Commissioner Udell moved to authorize advertising for bids for Communication Services.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for authorization for expenditure of funds to provide annual Thanksgiving luncheon for county employees on Wednesday, November 25, 2009.  
Murphy McLean, Jr., County Coordinator, stated the Board had previously approved up to $2,000.00 to be used for the annual Thanksgiving luncheon.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve to provide funds, not exceeding $2,000.00, for the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for county employees on Wednesday, November 25, 2009.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Emergency Agenda Items. 
There was one item to discuss.

A) Permission to advertise to fill a vacant custodial position in the Maintenance Department. 


Some discussion ensued regarding the need to fill the position.


Mr. McLean stated Mr. Sharpless, the Maintenance Manger, stated he needed this position filled.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising to fill a vacant custodial position in the Maintenance Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Chairman Caruthers opposed.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McLean to inspect the Nettie Baisden property, as he was receiving calls that it was covered in liter.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:02 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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