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October 6, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Reverend Phillip Herrington from First Baptist Church led the invocation.  Chairman Caruthers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	10/6/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               662,736.53 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 39,660.39 

	117
	
	 $                   6,265.79 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 11,956.82 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 51,035.60 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,487.36 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 13,508.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               626,760.45 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 89,231.43 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $               152,292.59 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 16,397.20 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               168,482.02 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               139,624.76 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,984,438.94 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 4855118, in the amount of $7,389.20, to Brooksville Regional for an indigent claim under the Health Care Responsibility Act (HCRA).

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 4855118, in the amount of $8,444.80, to Brooksville Regional for an indigent claim under the Health Care Responsibility Act (HCRA).
Agenda Item No. 4 was to payment of Invoice No. 916, in the amount of $420,754.19, to The Scruggs Company for the reconstruction of CR 249 (Nobles Ferry Road) in District 1.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the adoption of a Resolution proclaiming the week of May 18-24, 2008 as Emergency Medical Services Week.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 6600691-04, in the amount of $16,000.00, to The Haskell Company for the final payment for the preliminary design and construction documents for the Suwannee County Courthouse Administrative Expansion.
Agenda Item No. 7 was to appoint Mr. Sherwood Boatright to serve on the Suwannee County Historical Commission.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 7.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids, for the roof for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-08)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield, contractor for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter, advised there was one bid for the roof project for the Suwannee Animal Shelter.

The sole bid was by W.B. Howland in the amount of $5,305.90.  

Mr. Hatfield stated the bid would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board.


Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids, for the septic system for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-07)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield advised there were three bids for the septic system project for the Suwannee Animal Shelter.
The bids were as follows;
1) North Florida Septic Tank Inc.          $14,280.00

2) Lundy’s Septic


   $13,285.86

Mr. Hatfield advised the bid by Stephenson Septic Tank was a two part bid in the amounts of $5,978.00 and $8,278.00.

Mr. Hatfield stated the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider adoption of resolution honoring the Association for Home and Community Education Volunteers and declaring October 6, 2009 as Suwannee County Association for Home and Community Education Day.  
Ms. Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, stated Home and Community Education Volunteers have been an integral part of the County’s history educating citizens in the County on many activities such as preserving products and meat preparation. Ms. Allen further stated the Association had been in existence for seventy four years in the County; and therefore should be recognize for all work it has done to improve the life of the citizens of the County.
Ms. Allen read the resolution for the record.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the resolution honoring the Association for Home and Community Education Volunteers and declaring October 6, 2009 as Suwannee County Association for Home and Community Education Day.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2010-01)
Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider adoption of resolution proclaiming October 4-10, 2009 as National 4-H Week in Suwannee County.  
Ms. Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, introduced Mr. Brian Estevez 4-H coordinator to speak to the Board.
Mr. Estevez thanked the Board for its support of the 4-H program, and advised Suwannee County’s 4-H program currently consisted of 261 kids and volunteers participating in the wide range of clubs offered from the traditional clubs offered and new  clubs that are part of 4-H such as the robotics club.

Mr. Jim Ward stated the McAlpin 4-H was the longest running 4-H program in the State and should be so recognized.

Ms. Allen read the resolution for the record.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the resolution proclaiming October 4-10, 2009 as National 4-H Week in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution No. 2010-02)
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, mowing of parking area used by Suwannee County Fair Association in lieu of paying rent.  
Mr. Tim Alcorn, President – Suwannee County Fair Association, requested the Board consider mowing of parking area used by Suwannee County Fair Association in lieu of paying rent for use of the property to Mr. Palmer.
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated a contract needed to be drafted stating the mowing of the property will be used in lieu of paying rent.

Mr. Alcorn stated he would work on an agreement with Mr. Palmer.
Chairman Caruthers stated the agreement should also be reviewed and approved by Mr. Airth.  Chairman Caruthers explained a new Chairman would be chosen and requested any motion made by the Board to include permission to allow the Chairman to execute the agreement

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve, upon review and approval by Mr. Airth and Mr. Palmer, an agreement to mow the parking area used by Suwannee County Fair Association in lieu of paying rent; and to allow the Chairman to execute the agreement upon completion. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, introduction of organization that will provide re-entry support for non-violent released offenders.  
Ms. Diane Troop was not present.
At 9:29 a.m. Chairman Caruthers skipped to Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, approval of five-year long range plan for Suwannee River Regional Libraries.  
Mr. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated a condition to receiving State Aid is providing a one year and a five year long range plan.  Mr. Hales advised the Board was simply approving the plan as tentative goals, and was not mandated to carry out the five year plan.

Mr. Hales advised the five year plan included the construction of the White Springs library and the Dowling Park library.  Mr. Hales further advised a new software platform will be needed for the Regional Libraries, and the estimated cost for a replacement platform was $250,000.00.
Commissioner Fowler stated the County should consider funding reserves for future technology changes that may be needed

Mr. Hales added a change in software platform for the Regional Libraries will also require training; however, Hamilton and Madison Counties will also be involved in sharing the cost.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the five-year long range plan for Suwannee River Regional Libraries.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of agreement with Frederick Koch for lease of Hangar “A-2” at Suwannee County Airport.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated the agreement was a standard lease agreement between the Board and Mr. Frederick Koch for hangar A-2 at the Suwannee County Airport.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the agreement with Frederick Koch for lease of Hangar “A-2” at Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2010-03)
Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of agreement with John A. Smith for lease of Hangar “B-7” at Suwannee County Airport.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated the agreement was a standard lease agreement between the Board and Mr. John Smith for hangar B-7 at the Suwannee County Airport.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the agreement with John A. Smith for lease of Hangar “B-7” at Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2010-02)

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of agreement, in the amount of $300.00 per month, with John McCray for lease of office space located at Suwannee County Airport.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated that agreement was a lease agreement between the County and Mr. McCray for office space located at the Airport.  Mr. McLean advised Mr. McCray had agreed to pay $300.00 a month for the leased space.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the agreement, in the amount of $300.00 per month, with John McCray for lease of office space located at Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Agenda Item No. 18 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 29, Emergency Agenda Items).

Commissioner Wainwright requested that discussion of a policy for the Code Enforcement Board and the County assisting property owners.

After brief discussion it was the consensus of the Board to discuss this item during the next Board meeting.

There were no items to consider.

Agenda Item No. 19 was Approval of minutes of the following meetings:

(a) Joint Meeting with School Board, Town of Branford and City of Live Oak held on September 8, 2009

(b) Tentative Budget Hearing held on September 8, 2009

(c) Regular Meeting held on September 15, 2009

(d) Final Budget Hearing held on September 22, 2009

(e) Special-called Meeting held on September 25, 2009

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve, as written, the minutes of the meetings as dated above.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:10 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 20 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 22 was for Staff Reports.

(a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
Mr. Hancock asked Mr. Airth for an update on Nathan Oaks Subdivision.

Mr. Airth replied he will be meeting on Thursday with the developer, and will present the information at the next meeting. 
(b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised the results from 
Project STORY, a project for overweight children, would be published and she would present the information to the Board at a future date.  She stated the County had been accepted as a partner on the continuation project called EFLIP and it will begin on January 2010.
(c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised Fire Rescue was working 

towards establishing a hazmat team, and will join the State’s hazmat team on October 15, 2009.  Mr. Conner further advised an ISO review was currently ongoing.
(d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised the book sale at the 
Library will be taking place for the next two weeks on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  Mr. Hales thanked Mr. Scott and his staff for their help in moving books.

Mr. Hales advised a letter would be sent to the Governor thanking him for his support of State Aid to Libraries, and requested the Chairman signed the letter.


(e) Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated he had reviewed the lease of 

the Mizel property and it was a month to month lease; however a 30 day notice had to be given before vacating the lease.  Mr. McLean further stated the item would be presented during the Board’s next meeting.

Mr. McLean advised he would be attending a meeting in Tallahassee to discuss funding for the Catalyst Project.


Mr. John Koch stated he would be attending the meeting as a member of the Development Authority.


Mr. McLean stated new members need to be appointed to the Code Enforcement Board.  


Mr. Hancock asked Mr. McLean for an update on the Broadband Authority, and if a quote for repairs of the Douglass Center kitchen had been finalized.


Mr. McLean stated he would be attending a Broadband Authority meeting in November.  He added that he was still working towards a quote for the Douglass Center kitchen.

(f) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, stated on October 19, 2009 

canoers from Paddle Florida will be at Little River Springs.  He further stated on October 26, 2009 the Rotary Club will have a lunch, and invited the Board to attend.

Mr. Scott advised on a grant obtained by the City of Live Oak to purchase the Crapps Estate. Mr. Scott stated the purchase would be in the best interest of the City and County as a long term investment, and would likely be managed by the Recreation Department.

Mr. Hancock asked Mr. Scott for an update on the Lake Louise Project.


Mr. Scott replied the project was still under Suwannee River Water Management’s review process. 

(g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.

Mr. Hancock asked Mr. Sikes if there was a plan to resurface areas of CR 136

where the asphalt was damaged.


Mr. Sikes stated he had discussed the issue with FDOT but he had not received any clear answers.

Agenda Item No. 23 was to discuss, with possible Board action, advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance providing for a temporary reduction of the assessed value of homestead property due to the construction or reconstruction of the property for the purpose of providing living quarters for one or more of the parents or grandparents of the property owner.  
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated this issue had been brought up at a previous Board meeting, and was now requesting permission to advertise for a public hearing. 
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance providing for a temporary reduction of the assessed value of homestead property due to the construction or reconstruction of the property for the purpose of providing living quarters for one or more of the parents or grandparents of the property owner.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 24 was to consider approval of payment to Boone, Boone, Boone, Koda & Frook, P.A. Trust Account, in the amount of $23,767.20, as ordered by circuit judge for claimed over bid funds for Robert J. Orlando.  (Tax Deed Application No. 1525/2001-1586)  
Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated this was the second request for these funds, as the correct documents had not been provided wit the first request.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve payment to Boone, Boone, Boone, Koda & Frook, P.A. Trust Account, in the amount of $23,767.20, as ordered by circuit judge for claimed over bid funds for Robert J. Orlando.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 25 was to consider request to charge-off past due landfill and refuse collection accounts, as recommended by County Auditor.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this issue had been discussed during the Solid Waste workshop and the Board recommended that accounts over five years to be written off; however some of the over five years delinquent accounts were still in business.  Mr. Sikes suggested the Board handle such accounts in the same way as other delinquent accounts.
It was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Sikes to collect overdue accounts older than five years for those accounts that were still in business, and to write off the accounts older than five years for those entities no longer in business.
Agenda Item No. 26 was to consider approval of Inter-local agreement with Suwannee River Water Management District for road paving.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the County would have to provide $50,000 to be matched by the Suwannee River Water Management District.  Mr. Sikes further advised the County’s contribution can be done through in-kind services.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Inter-local agreement with Suwannee River Water Management District for road paving.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 27 was to consider approval of annual agreement, in the amount of $23,500.00, with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for comprehensive planning services for Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2010.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this was an annual agreement with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for comprehensive planning services.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the annual agreement, in the amount of $23,500.00, with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for comprehensive planning services for Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2010.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 28 was to consider approval of annual agreement, in the amount of $7,421.00, with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for the continued monitoring of hazardous waste generators located in Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2010.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this was an annual agreement with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for the continued monitoring of hazardous waste generators.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the annual agreement, in the amount of $7,421.00, with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for the continued monitoring of hazardous waste generators located in Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2010.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 29 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 30 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Maxwell requested the removal of old concrete slabs located in the Nettie Baisden Property.  Commissioner Maxwell further requested the paving of a small section of road located off CR 136A while paving was ongoing on by Scruggs Company on 52nd Street and 71st Road.  
Commissioner Fowler asked if signs against littering could be placed on the main roads throughout the County.

Mr. Sikes stated approximately 30 to 40 signs would be needed, and each sign could cost approximately $50.  Mr. Sikes added expenses could be covered through a Litter Control Grant.
It was the consensus of the Board to begin placing littering signs on the main roads throughout the County.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:17 a.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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