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August 11, 2010 

Emergency Meeting-Ambulance

Emergency Operation Center

Live Oak, Florida


8:55 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an Emergency Meeting, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Clerk Barry A. Baker, Leeta Bronson, Chief Deputy for Finance, Neena Funicelli, Budget Assistant, and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 8:55 a.m. and apologized for not having any documentation to provide the Board.  He advised a situation had arisen where Hamilton County requested to borrow an ambulance from Suwannee County.  He called upon Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director.  Mr. Conner advised Hamilton County had lost the service of two of their ambulances suddenly and requested the loan of an ambulance for a period of up to thirty days.  Mr. Conner advised Mr. Lee Harvard of B.W. Helvenston Insurance Company was arranging the paper work for insurance coverage.  Mr. Conner advised he had Hal Airth County Attorney draft an interlocal agreement.
Commissioner Fowler advised it is his understanding the ambulance is already in Hamilton County.  Mr. Conner advised that is correct.  Commissioner Fowler asked how long it had been there.  Mr. Conner replied it was loaned on July 23rd, so about two weeks ago, but to his knowledge they are not actually using it for responses. He further stated it is our spare ambulance and will not immediately impact any Suwannee County services. 

Commissioner Fowler stated such a loan of equipment requires Board action, and an agreement between the two Boards that Suwannee County will be held harmless of any liabilities incurred and the ambulance will be returned in the same condition as loaned.  Mr. Conner advised Mr. Airth had drafted such an interlocal agreement and Hamilton County had already signed it.  Mr. Fowler again commented that the Suwannee County Board had not approved it and that should have been done prior to the loan. 
Commissioner Udell asked if Suwannee and Hamilton Counties have a mutual aid agreement.  Mr. Conner advised they do.  Commissioner Fowler commented that cover the rendering of mutual aid services if requested, not the loan of equipment.  He noted the potential for liabilities should our ambulance become involved in an accident or destroyed.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the interlocal agreement retroactively with Hamilton County for the loan of an ambulance whereby Suwannee County will be held harmless of all liability associated with such loan. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement 2010-67)
Commissioner Caruthers motioned to adjourn the Emergency Meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. The Emergency Meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m.

ATTEST:
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______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN
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