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August 3rd, 2010 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
Chairman Wainwright skipped to Agenda Item No. 13.

Agenda Item No. 13 was for At 9:00 A.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, recognition of Ethan Butts, Nicky Raines, Cory Voss, & Dillon Voss for their achievements at this year’s SkillsUSA national competition.  (Chairman Wesley Wainwright)  Mr. Jimmy Norris introduced the young men of the team and explained the levels of competition completed to receive the first place in the national competition.  Chairman Wainwright presented each of the team members with a certificate from the Board of County Commissioners recognizing their accomplishments.  Each Commissioner then individually congratulated the young men on their accomplishment and thanked them on behalf of all citizens of Suwannee County for the recognition they had achieved and brought to the County.

The team members thanked the Board and the community for the support they received in assisting them to get to the national competition. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: Numbers 1 through 8.
Chairman Wainwright advised he had received a request for discussion on items Number two (2) and eight (8) and they were removed from the consent agenda.
Commissioner Caruthers motioned to approve consent agenda items 1,3,4,5,6& 7.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
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	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               792,362.43 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 28,556.98 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,683.56 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,257.67 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   5,657.63 
	

	120
	
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
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	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $               195,567.07 
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	EMS GRANT FUND
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	129
	LAW EDUCATION
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	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
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	LIBRARY FUND
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	RECREATION FUND
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	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 24,535.00 
	

	251
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Agenda Item No.2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 70004, in the amount of $130,887.00, to Comfort Temp Company for the repair of the four pipe AC system located at the Suwannee County Jail.  Ms. Kasey Stewart, Board Staff Assistant advised an amended invoice from Comfort Temp Company had been received and the corrected amount was $80,043.30.  She advised this was not the final payment.
Commissioner Maxwell motioned to approve payment of the Comfort Temp Company invoice for the amended amount of $80,043.30.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $2,940.00, to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for engineering services for Suwannee County Airport Fuel Shelter. (DOT grant)

Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $7,653.81, to 3 Rivers Construction Services, LLC for final payment for the Suwannee County Airport Fuel Shelter
Agenda Item No. 5 was for approval of Records Disposition Document authorizing the destruction of County records that have met their retention requirements for the Clerk of Circuit Court.

Agenda Item No. 6 was for approval of Records Disposition Document authorizing the destruction of County records that have met their retention requirements for the Building Department.
Agenda item No. 7 was for reappointment of Millie Griswold to serve an additional 3 year term on the Suwannee County Historical Commission.

Agenda Item No. 8 was for reappointment of Don Wilson, Gary Olive and Tim Alcorn each to another term on the Suwannee County Development Authority, retroactive to May 1, 2010.  Chairman Wainwright advised Mr. Olive requested for personal reasons that his name be withdrawn from the list of reappointments.  It was discussed these were at-large members and the Chamber of Commerce would need to suggest a person for a replacement for appointment to the Development Authority
Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve appointment of Mr. Don Wilson, and Tim Alcorn and for the Chamber of Commerce to submit the name of a person for consideration to replace Mr. Olive.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

REGULAR BUSINESS:

Agenda Item No. 9 was to approve minutes of meeting held on July 20, 2010. Chairman Wainwright asked if there were any comments or corrections.  There were none.  Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve the minutes as written. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 10 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.  There were none.
Agenda Item No. 11 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney had nothing to report.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director reported a small farms convention or event took place last week in Kissimmee attracting six to eight hundred in attendance. She advised her office would be conducting nutrition classes and a SHIP ownership class.
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director advised there were a total of 224 Fire/Rescue calls for July and, 174 were medical calls and 50 fire calls. He advised Volunteer units responded to 63 calls. He advised Engine 1 responded 6 times to medical calls and Century Ambulance Service was called upon 5 times.
d) Joe Gerrity, Jr., County Coordinator advised the new jail pipe loop had been connected to the HVAC System and it was again up and running.  He further advised the Board Members had been provided with copies of the amended Rules and Regulations for review and he would soon be requesting formal approval and adoption of them.  He stated he and Mr. Sikes were pursuing an interlocal agreement with the City of Live Oak for the Perimeter Road Project.  Commissioner Caruthers asked about the latest adjustment in the alignment of the Road and when that might be presented to the Board.  Mr. Sikes advised the latest adjustments in the alignment were still pending with the surveyor and still not yet ready.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Gerrity to address the Douglas Center Gymnasium roof as it is reportedly leaking badly and will ruin the floors if not addressed.  Mr. Gerrity advised he was aware of the issue and was working on it.
e) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries advised the Summer Programs are drawing to a close and there was a party last week for the Teen Volunteers who provided wonderful assistance to the Summer Library Program.
f) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director had no report.
g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director had no report.
Agenda Item No. 12 was for the Chairman calls for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 23, Emergency Agenda Items.) (A.)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries was requesting permission to fill a position vacated due to recent in house promotions.  Commissioner Maxwell motioned to add the item to the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

{Agenda Item No. 13 was heard earlier}
Agenda Item No. 14 was for at 11:00 A.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, recognition of the Board of County Commissioners for their participation in the 2010 Census.  (Amy Daniels) This item was skipped and heard at 11:00 a.m.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
Agenda Item No. 15 was to Consider approval of the recapitulation of the Fiscal Year 2009 Tax Roll for Suwannee County.  (Sharon Jordan, Tax Collector) Mrs. Jordan addressed the Board advising that each year the Tax Collector is required to provide the Board with a recapitulation of the Tax Roll for their approval.  Commissioner Udell asked Mrs. Jordan to explain for the public what the purpose of the recapitulation is.  Mrs. Jordan explained that the recapitulation is a summary of all changes, and corrections to the tax roll listing the parcels and reasons for any adjustments.

Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve the recapitulation of the Fiscal Year 2009 Tax Roll for Suwannee County as presented.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 16, was for Permission to advertise for Temporary Library Aide II position for Suwannee River Regional Library.  (John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries)  Mr. Hales explained that as a result of recent transfers and promotions from within and anticipated maternity leave for a staff member, he needed to advertise to fill this position.  He advised it is a budgeted position and funding is in the budget.  Commissioner Caruthers asked how long the maternity leave would be.  Mr. Hales advised the Personnel Rules provide for up to four months.  Chairman Wainwright addressed the issue of the chain reaction of vacancies created by promotions and transfers within various departments and the repetitive requests to fill the consequential series of vacancies created.  He asked if the Board desired to continue having each vacancy request come before the Board.  The consensus of the Board was to continue to have all requests to hire or fill vacancies for all departments come before the Board for approval until the Board decides otherwise. 
Commissioner Udell motioned to approve advertising for the position of Library Aide II as requested by Mr. Hales. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion  carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 17 was to Consider approval of non-exclusive lease agreement with the Advent Christian Village (ACV) for use of premises by the Suwannee County Fire Rescue Department.  (Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director) Mr. Conner advised this is the lease with ACV for use of a building and fire vehicle and equipment for the Dowling Park Fire-Rescue Station. The Board inquired what the non-exclusive provision was for.  Mr. Jim Schenck of ACV advised the building is also used by them for their security staff and their emergency medical technicians.  He advised there should be no conflict with the County operations, but his staff still needs access to parts of the building.  The terms of the agreement is for five year increments at a rate of $1.00 per year, with renewal provisions at the end of each five years.  
Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve the agreement.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2010-65)

Agenda Item No. 18 was to discuss changes in Florida Statutes increasing the State surcharge on certain building permits from $0.005 per square foot to 1.5% of permitted building fees.  (Joe Gerrity, Jr., County Coordinator) Mr. Gerrity explained the item involves a State law mandate regarding fees for building permits and requires discussion in a public meeting but no Board action is required.  Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of the County waiving its permitting fees and what affect that would have on the State surcharge.  Mr. Gerrity speculated that the surcharge would still have to be collected and remitted based upon the normal permit fee regardless of if the County waived collecting its fee.  No other action.
At 9:40 a.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed for a break.

At 9:56 a.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting.

Agenda Item No. 19 was to consider approval of lease agreement with Donald Derocher for lease of Hangar “B-6” at Suwannee County Airport.  (Joe Gerrity, Jr., County Coordinator) Commissioner Caruthers motioned to approve the hangar lease agreement.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2010-64)
Agenda Item No. 20 was for permission for County Coordinator to obtain an appraisal of the Finance Office located at 906 North Ohio Avenue, for the purpose of purchasing building.  (Joe Gerrity, Jr., County Coordinator)  Mr. Gerrity advised the idea of the County purchasing the building has been addressed before and there was some assumption that an appraisal existed.  He stated however, there is actually not an appraisal on file and he was requesting permission to have one done in pursuit of the possibility of purchasing the building. 

Commissioner Udell asked if the owner wants to sell the building.  Clerk of the Circuit Court Barry Baker advised the owner had previously made an offer to sell the building by a letter directed to the Clerk.  Commissioner Fowler advised he had requested the item be on the agenda to discuss the issue as the Board had previously expressed an interest in purchasing the building in lieu of continuing to pay rent.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the letter addressed an asking price or made any allowance to applying any portion of the rent toward a purchase price.  Clerk Baker advised the letter had made reference to an asking price of $350,000 and that a portion of the rent may be applied toward a purchase but this was not in the current lease agreement.  Clerk Baker advised an appraisal is needed and if the Board chooses to pursue purchasing the property they may want to negotiate a sales contract with the owners.

Commissioner Udell motioned to have Mr. Gerrity get an appraisal on the building.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes. Ms. Gretta Barker again addressed the Board regarding the placement and removal of the roadside monument for her deceased grandson Travis D. Turner.  She reviewed the issues and requested the Board to take action to implement a County policy regarding such monuments on County rights of way. Commissioner Udell stated he could not understand how anyone could object to such a simple monument consisting of a small sign encouraging everyone to drive safely, and if they do he would like to have them appear in a Board Meeting and state their objections.  After much discussion and comment, Mr. Airth County Attorney advised the Board needs a general policy on the issue rather than addressing such issues case by case.  The consensus of the Board was for Mr. Gerrity, County Coordinator to consult with Mr. Airth and to provide the Board of County Commissioners with a policy for consideration in the near future.
Agenda Item No. 22 was for Emergency Agenda Items. There was one item.
(A) John D. Hales Jr., Director of Libraries requesting permission to advertise to fill the position of Library Aid II.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve as requested.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
At 10:35 a.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed to await the 11:00 a.m. time specific item No 14.

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened and entertained Agenda Item No. 14. which was at 11:00 A.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, recognition of the Board of County Commissioners for their participation in the 2010 Census.  (Amy Daniels)  Ms. Daniels presented Chairman Wainwright and the Board with a plaque in appreciation of the Board’s support in encouraging Suwannee County Citizens to participate in the 2010 Census.  Chairman Wainwright accepted the plaque on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
Commissioners Fowler and Caruthers had no comments.
Chairman Wainwright thanked Mr. Sikes and the Road Department for the efforts they have put forth in addressing roads in the fifth District.  Chairman Wainwright reminded the other Commissioners of a luncheon at the Farm Bureau provided by the Conservation District.
Commissioner Udell encouraged everyone to turn out and vote on August 24th.

Commissioner Maxwell likewise encouraged everyone to vote.  He reminded everyone of a benefit dinner with music being held for a public works employee to be on Saturday August 14th, 2010, at 4:00 p.m. on Pinecrest Rd. at the Pickin Barn and tickets are available through several individuals.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned at 11:06 a.m.
ATTEST:


 
                   


    _________________________________


______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                           SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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