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March 16, 2010 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Pastor Wayne Godsmart, Christ Central Ministries led the invocation.  Chairman Wainwright led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	3/16/2010
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,001,566.92 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               602,955.66 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   8,777.47 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       64.39 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   9,317.95 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $               226,849.31 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,085.64 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                       92.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 17,030.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               191,335.71 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 62,295.96 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 20,071.60 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $               350,000.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   1,000.00 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 53,857.79 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 45,880.88 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,595,181.28 

	
	
	

	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve appointment of Marc McCann to serve as representative on the North Florida Workforce Development Board.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve appointment of Tom Tuckey to serve as representative on the North Florida Workforce Development Board.

Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve the consent agenda items 1 through 3.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 4 was at 4:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of petitions for increased recycling efforts in Suwannee County. 
Ms. Amy Henry SHS teacher and club sponsor introduced some of the Environmental Club members.  The petition which encouraged a cooperative effort between the County and the public regarding recycling efforts was read for the record by one of the club members.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director addressed the Board and advised of efforts he has been making in finding markets for recycled materials.  He advised he has initiated a trial program for recycling cardboard and mixed paper products and is working on a program for recycling glass containers.  

Agenda Item No. 5 was at 4:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of information regarding Fair Tax Act. 
Mr. George Roberts, Americans for Fair Taxation, addressed the Board with his information and explained how this alternate tax is proposed to function.  He advised it would replace the current Federal Income, Social Security, and Medicare Taxes, as well as several other Federal Taxes.  He emphasized the proposal was revenue neutral and would provide the same Federal revenue as the taxes it would be replacing, would fund the programs currently supported by income taxes and would basically abolish the need for all or most of the Internal Revenue Service.  
Discussion ensued with Board members on various aspects of the proposal.  
Mr. Roberts thanked the Board for their attention and consideration.
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consideration of a request by Civil Air Patrol (CAP) for use of the rear office in the Large Hangar at the Airport. 
Mr. Grant Meadows, Suwannee Valley Composite Squadron, explained how the CAP was still searching for a facility to hold regular meetings and set up and store equipment.  He requested the use of the aforementioned office in the Airport large hangar which is currently vacant. 
Discussion ensued and the consensus of the Board was that the Chairman would meet with Mr. Meadows and explore possibilities for a facility.
Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider adoption of a resolution proclaiming the month of April, 2010 as Water Conversation Month. 
Ms. Cindy Johnson, Suwannee River Water Management District, read the proposed resolution for the record. 
Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. [See Resolution 2010-23]
Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider a resolution opposing an amendment to the Florida Constitution that would force voters to decide by special referendum all changes to a city or county comprehensive plan and urging voters to vote “No on 4” in November. 
Mr. Denis Cason, Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, explained that Amendment 4 would compel all comprehensive plan changes to be made individually by voter referendum.  He advised it would be devastating to economic growth and development and is the idea of a small special interest group who benefit from the massive litigations that would result if the amendment is passed.  
Mr. Cason requested the Board adopt the proposed resolution opposing passage of the amendment and encouraging voters to also oppose it in the November elections.  
Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the resolution in opposition to Constitutional Amendment 4.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. [See Resolution No. 2010-24]
Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of an Interlocal Agreement between Suwannee County and the City of Live Oak governing a portion of I-10 and US 90 Catalyst Site Feasibility Study for providing Gas, Water, Sewer and Reuse Water utilities. 
Mr. Dennis Cason, Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, advised the requested Interlocal Agreement had been drafted with input of all concerned parties and was submitted for approval.  
Discussion ensued amongst Board Members regarding some of the language contained in and omitted from the agreement.  One major issue was the apparent lack of County input or oversight on the amount and cost of engineering designs to be performed by the City Engineering Consultant, Creech Engineering.  Another issue was the approval and submission for payment of invoices from Creech and the City without input or approval from the County or the Catalyst Feasibility Study Grant Administrator.   
Discussion continued regarding what phase the study was presently at and potential costs for further design.  
Mr. Tony Brinson advised the agreement only covered the feasibility study, not implementation or construction.  Various amounts of potential costs were discussed.  
The consensus of the Board was that the agreement needed to address these issues and it should be rewritten to do so.  
No action taken.
At 6:07 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a dinner break.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 12 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution for Fiscal Year 2008-09 Final Budget Amendments. 

Mr. Barry A. Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, advised the resolution was a formality to close out the budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009
At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the public hearing.

There were no comments from the public.

A 7:02 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the resolution for Fiscal Year 2008-09 Final Budget Amendments.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. [See Resolution 2010-22]

Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing regarding the North East Perimeter Road proposed route.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the concept for the construction of a Perimeter Road that would connect US 90 East to US 120 North had been discussed for several years, and FDOT will fund $4 Million to build the first phase of the road, with the stipulation that the County and the City of Live Oak procure the necessary right-of-ways before construction begins.  Mr. Sikes advised the first phase would connect CR 136 N with US 129 N.
At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Wainwright opened the public hearing.
Mr. Arthur M. Hinton, lot H on the proposed road map, agreed with the construction of the Road.

Mr. Allison Scott, lot F on the proposed road map, advised he spoke on behalf of Heritage Ventures and requested moving the road 50 feet east from its proposed location, because as proposed the road is too close to a house located on this lot.  Mr. Scott added if the road could not be shifted, Heritage Ventures was willing to sell the house to the County.

Mr. Alfred Smith, lot B on the proposed road map, stated his property would be split in two by the construction of the road, and the remaining property is located in the flood plain.  He requested the road be moved to west onto an existing easement of 30 ft.
Mr. Bo Hancock asked the reason for curviness of the road.

Mr. Chad Williams, Engineer for G.T.C., advised the reason for the curves on the road is to minimize the number of properties and homes affected, as well as to avoid nearby wetlands.

Mr. Herman Gunther, lot E on the proposed road map, advised there will be a need to place a traffic signal where this road intersects with CR 136.
 Mr. Dan Murray, lot G on the proposed road map, asked if the construction of the road would change taxes for nearby properties.
Mr. Tim Alcorn replied there would not be any changes in taxes, unless there was a zoning change to the property.

Mr. Alcorn advised that with the proposed Road the Commerce Center will lose one lot; however, the County does not have to purchase right of way at the Commerce Center.

At 7:37 p.m. Chairman Wainwright closed the public hearing.

The Board expressed a desire to review any adjustments in the proposed alignment.

Chairman Wainwright continued with Agenda Item No. 11 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of resolution accepting and providing for the application and administration of the Sandy Point Trail Florida Recreational Trails Program Grant for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  

Mr. Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised this was a resolution in support of the Trail Project and would enhance the possibility for the County receiving grant approval to purchase Sandy Point Marina.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the resolution accepting and providing for the application and administration of the Sandy Point Trail Florida Recreational Trails Program Grant for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed. [See Resolution 2010-25]

GENERAL BUSINESS

Agenda Item No. 14 which was Chairman calls for emergency items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 27, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 15 which was approval of minutes of the regular meeting held on March 2, 2010 and of the School Board Concurrency workshop held on March 9, 2010.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve, as written, the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 2, 2010 and of the School Board Concurrency workshop held on March 9, 2010.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 which was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium – limit comments to five minutes)

Pastor Brad Bailey invited the Board to attend a Law Enforcement Award Ceremony on Saturday 20, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at Bible Baptist Church.  He advised at the ceremony members of the City Police and the Sheriff’s Office will be awarded for outstanding service.
Agenda Item No. 17 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

Mr. Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, requested that invoices regarding the Catalyst Project be provided with ample time for review and approval.

Agenda Item No. 18 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised he had met with the Code Enforcement Board regarding the Nathan Oaks Subdivision, and was advised the Board should wait until after foreclosure proceedings end before taking any action.
Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Airth the reason for his involvement in an employee appeal.

Mr. Airth replied currently the position of County Coordinator is vacant, therefore he was requested to participate as the hearing officer.

Chairman Wainwright asked Mr. Airth who has requested his participation.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised he had requested Mr. Airth’s participation.  He added the employee had been a casual employee for over a year, and had been recently moved to a permanent position.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the employee was in a probationary period and had no right to appeal.

Mr. Sikes stated he was unaware of that provision in the personnel rules and it was an oversight by all parties involved.

b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, reported the 4-H shooting sports club placed first and fifth in a regional archery competition.  She further stated organic farming and hydroponic courses will be offered by the Extension Office, and also the Extension Office had received a $3,500 grant to be used in planting produce.
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised six more volunteers were taking their State Test to become certified firefighters, if all pass there will be a total of 46 certified volunteers; therefore he was placing a freeze on any new volunteers becoming certified.  

Mr. Conner reported last week there had been five structure fires and all structures had been rescued.

d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
e) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, reported Paddle Florida, a canoeing group from Alachua County, will be at Little River Springs on March 22, 2010. Mr. Scott added he was expecting a response from SRWMD this week on Lake Louise, and also Game and Fish was requesting information on the fish population at the lake.
f) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
At 8:17 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed for a break.
At 8: 29 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 19 under GENEREAL BUSINESS which was to discuss with possible Board action, funding for repairs and renovations for the Beachville Station.

Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised $6,500 will be needed for a concrete slab, as well as, approximately $7,000 for repairs and renovations inside the building including AC and a Heater.  He added the money was in his budget; however, there was a possibility that more money may be needed in his budget should an unforeseen event occur in the remainder of the Fiscal Year.
It was the consensus of the Board to grant Mr. Conner permission to proceed with the repairs and renovations for the Beachville Fire Station.

Agenda Item No. 20 which was to consider approval of a maintenance agreement with Ring Power for three (3) new graders.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the purchase price was $175,297.00 for each of the graders, with a buyback price of $95,000.00 per unit.  Mr. Sikes advised the size of the tires on the machines had been reduced and this also lowered the price.
Mr. Sikes added the maintenance agreement was in the amount of $21,450.00 and increased the buyback to $107,000.00 per unit. He recommended that the Board did not approve the maintenance agreement as it was not cost effective.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the purchase of three (3) new graders from Ring Power for a new price of $175,297.00 each, and a buyback price of $95,000.00 per unit.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 21 which was to consider recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding the bid for Hauling of Limerock for the Suwannee County Public Works Depart to Beaver Bulk, Inc. (Bid Solicitation No. 2010-01)

Mr. Jerry Sikes advised the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid for Hauling of Limerock to Beaver Bulk, Inc. with a bid of 18 cents/ton mile for 1 to 9 miles, and 12.9 cents/ton mile for 10 to 35 miles.

Commission Caruthers moved to approve awarding the bid for Hauling of Limerock for the Suwannee County Public Works Depart to Beaver Bulk, Inc.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 8:48 p.m. Chairman Wainwright returned to Agenda Item No. 10 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider permission to advertise for Teen Volunteer Program Leader for Suwannee River Regional Library.  
Mr. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised this was a part-time position that will coordinate the groups of teen volunteers; and will serve from May 10, 2010 through July 30, 2010.  He further advised this was an annual part-time position.
Commissioner Udell moved to approved permission to advertise for Teen Volunteer Program Leader for Suwannee River Regional Library.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Hales advised funding had been cut removing Aid for Libraries from the State Budget, this funding makes up half of the Library budget and this could severely impact operation of the Regional Libraries.  He asked the Board and the citizens present to contact their representatives on this matter.
Agenda Item No. 22 which was to consider approval to pave 97th Road and 91st Road (Suwannee Lake Road) to be paid by District 2 gas tax funds.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve paving 97th Road and 91st Road (Suwannee Lake Road) to be paid by District 2 gas tax funds.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 23 which was to consider recommendation of the Bid Review committee in awarding of the bid to Replace or Repair the Four Pipe A/C System located at the Suwannee County Jail to Comfort Temp Company in the amount of $338,650.00. (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-15)

Mr. Steve Sharpless advised the current underground system will be replaced and the new loop system will be placed on the roof.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve awarding the bid to Replace or Repair the Four Pipe A/C System located at the Suwannee County Jail to Comfort Temp Company in the amount of $338,650.00.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 24 which was to consider approval of an agreement in the amount of $162.00 per month with Eric Rikansrud for lease of Hangar “C-1” at the Suwannee County Airport.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the agreement in the amount of $162.00 per month with Eric Rikansrud for lease of Hangar “C-1” at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 25 which was to consider approval of the proposal for legal services, in the lump sum amount of $8,000.00 with Nabors, Giblin, and Nickerson for legal services on the County’s annual Fire Protection and Solid Waste Assessment program.
Chairman Wainwright advised he spoke with the Finance Department and was informed the Board can pay the lump sum of $8,000.00 or two payments of $5,000.00.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the proposal for legal services, in the lump sum amount of $8,000.00 with Nabors, Giblin, and Nickerson for legal services on the County’s annual Fire Protection and Solid Waste Assessment program.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 which was to discuss with possible Board action, the scoring/ranking for the County Coordinator position.

Chairman Wainwright suggested each Commissioner write down their top choice after the interviews, and the winning applicant should be the one that receives three votes from the Board.
Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, ask what procedure should be followed in the event of a tie.
Chairman Wainwright replied the voting procedure would continue until an applicant is chosen.

Discussion ensued on voting procedures.

It was the consensus of the Board for Board Members to pick one candidate after the interviews are completed, and the top choice with three votes is selected; and then the Board will vote to hire the candidate.

Agenda Item No. 27 which was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 28 which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Caruthers stated Mr. Bill Prang, Airport Engineer, had offered to provide the County with a list of possible advertising venues for the Large Hangar located at the Suwannee Airport.
Ms. Kasey Stewart, Administrative Assistant, asked the Board if the advertisement should include a rental fee.

Mr. Prang suggested the Board not include a set rate but rather include information accepting a short lease.

Chairman Wainwright advised all Board Members to return the candidate information packages for the position of County Coordinator so they can be updated.
Commissioner Udell requested a list of the five applicants, and the Commissioner who nominated each candidate to be interviewed for the position of County Coordinator.

Ms. Kasey Stewart, Administrative Assistant, advised she could provide the list.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


    _________________________________


______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                           SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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