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March 9, 2010 

School Board-BOCC Joint Workshop

Comp Plan Concurrency

School Board Office

Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for joint meeting with the Suwannee County School Board for a Comp Plan Concurrency Workshop, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler;; Commissioner Douglas  Udell, and Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson. Commissioner Billy Maxwell was not present.
School Board Chairman Jerry Taylor called the meeting to order and called upon Mr. Mark Carver, Director of Facilities to address School Board updates regarding the issue of concurrency. 
Mr. Carver addressed the concurrency update issues for School Board enrollment.

He advised that Branford schools were currently at 110% of capacity as enrollment had increased by 100 in the past few months.  He noted there were no indicators to predict this increase in enrollment such as building permits issued etc.  He also noted that Live Oak Middle School capacity was decreasing with only 37 enrollment spaces available.

Ms. Dianne Westcott, Vo-Tech Principal next addressed some certification programs through the Vo-Tech.  She advised programs were being developed around student interest to target and reduce high school drop out rates and establish career paths in twelve fields State and nationally recognized certifications for students who are academically challenged.  

Mr. Dick Calvitt addressed a Workforce Development Grant of $400,000 that was being used in conjunction with the Vo Tech programs. The grant is used for technology acquisition, internships for student pay, and administration of programs.
Mr. Ronald Meeks, County Planning and Zoning Director updated the group on changes in building permits, subdivision applications, etc. as indicators of growth. He advised indicators have been flat for about two years, but are starting to show a slight increase.

Mr. George Curtis, City of Live Oak Planning and Zoning reported on update on growth indicators for the City.

An unnamed representative for the Town of Branford advised they did not have much to report other that an expansion of their waste water treatment facilities which will accommodate future growth.

Chairman Taylor suggested the entities have two concurrency meetings per year.  He acknowledged that while concurrency was an item all must deal with, everyone should focus on enhancing growth in the community and economic development.

Mr. Jerry Scarborough, Superintendent of Schools address the issue of Constitutional Amendment IV, which will put all land development, zoning, and comp plan amendments to referendums of the citizens.  He advised there needed to be a unified front to oppose this amendment as its passage will be devastating on growth and development.  He emphasized a concerted effort to publicize and encourage participation in the Census, noting that population impacts funding on many levels.  Mr. Scarborough addressed the efforts of the City/County Recreation Department and commended them on their accomplishments, noting perspective persons and entities considering relocation to our community look at recreational opportunities and facilities offered by a community.
Chairman Taylor entertained any further comments or questions from the group.  As there were none, he adjourned the workshop.

Adjourned at 10:55 a.m.
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______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN
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