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March 2, 2010 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Chairman Wainwright led the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	3/1/2010
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,938,532.78 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 58,028.36 

	117
	
	 $                   6,442.58 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,037.75 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   7,411.64 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 58,104.86 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                   4,606.44 

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                            -   

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                      621.80 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               672,594.09 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 81,242.98 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 41,870.77 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   1,131.59 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 21,769.65 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 58,861.49 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	Batches  10-0325 - 10-0359
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,966,256.78 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3604, in the amount of $10,259.50, to GTC Design Group, LLC for engineering services for the Catalyst Site.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 1, in the amount of $3,165.00, to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc. for engineering series for Suwannee County Airport Shelter/Generator.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3932457, in the amount of $1,600.00, to the URS Corporation for Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan for Suwannee County Airport.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of invoice no. 3932425, in the amount of $6,750.00, to the URS Corporation for Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan for Suwannee County Airport. 
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment in the amount of $1,949.00 , to the Department of Environmental Protection as settlement for violation regarding NPDES storm water permitting at Suwannee County Airport, and authorization for Chairman to sign letter of acceptance.
Agenda Item No. 7 was to appoint Janet Donalds, as Business-Person to serve on the Code Enforcement Board, term shall begin retroactive to January 1, 2010 and expire on December 31, 2012.
Agenda Item No. 8 was to appoint Jacob Grantham, as Realtor to serve on the Code Enforcement Board, term shall begin retroactive to January 1, 2010 and expire on December 31, 2012.
Agenda Item No. 9 was to reappoint Shirley Finley, as Alternate to serve on the Code Enforcement Board, term shall begin retroactive to January 1, 2010 and expire on December 31, 2010.
Agenda Item No. 10 was to approve a Release of Lien for Carol Ann Hingson, SHIP client. ( See agreement 2010-24)
Agenda Item No. 11 was to approve a Release of Lien for John R. and Stephanie A. Ogden, SHIP clients. ( See agreement 2010-23)

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 11.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for the Replacement or Repair of Four Pipe A/C System located at the Suwannee County Jail.  (RFP 2009-15)
Ms. Kasey Stewart, Board Administrative Assistant, advised three bids had been received and they were as follows;

1) Engineered Lining Systems, Inc
Jacksonville, Fl
$581,766.00

2) Air Ideal, Inc.


Chuluota, Fl

$389,000.00

3) Comfort Temp Company

Gainesville, Fl

$338,650.00

Ms. Stewart stated the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board at the next Board meeting.
Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Hauling of Limerock for the Suwannee County Public Works Department.
Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the format of the bid requested price quotes on based on hauling distance from 1 to 9 miles, and from 10 to 35 miles.  Mr. Sikes further advised two bids had been received and they were as follows;

1) Beaver Bulk
Live Oak, Fl

1 to 9 miles for 18 cents/ton mile 







10 to 35 miles for 12.9 cents/ton mile 

2) Prichett Trucking
Lake Butler, Fl
1 to 9 miles for 23 cents/ton mile







10 to 35 miles for 17 cents/ton mile

Mr. Sikes stated the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board at the next Board meeting.

Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution supporting SB218/HB319 County Inmate Medial Bill, requiring that payments made by a County or Municipality to a provider for certain services for an arrested person be made at the State’s Medicaid rate.

Commissioner Fowler stated the resolution was a response to a call by the Association of Counties for support of the County Inmate Medical Bill.  Commissioner Fowler advised if the bill passed the County would pay for the care received by an inmate at the rate set by the State’s Medicaid.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the resolution supporting SB218/HB319 County Inmate Medial Bill, requiring that payments made by a County or Municipality to a provider for certain services for an arrested person be made at the State’s Medicaid rate.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2010- ???????)
 Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss with possible Board action, environmental issues regarding Suwannee County Landfill.
Mr. Frank Darabi, Solid Waste Engineer, provided an update on the Suwannee County Landfill.  He advised the permit for the closed landfill must be renewed in 2012, and the permit would be good for ten years.
Mr. Darabi further stated a savings of 50% to the cost of ground water testing, although the number of testing wells had not been reduced, the frequency of the testing had been reduced by half.
Mr. Darabi introduced Mr. John Locklair, Geologist, who provided the Board with information regarding ground water attenuation at the landfill.
Mr. Locklair advised DEP requested landfills to use a pump and treat system to deal with water attenuation; however a natural water attenuation program was being carried out at the Suwannee County Landfill.

Mr. Locklair stated water monitoring was carried out at both landfill sites and stated since the year 2002 there had been a continuous reduction to the contaminant levels for Arsenic, Benzene and Vinyl Chloride; which showed that the ground water attenuation program was working.
Mr. Locklair further stated gas management was also being conducted at the landfill, and currently only two areas were having an impact on ground water; he added in the future he would recommend an end to gas management at the landfill. 

Mr. Darabi stated DEP had proposed changes to the landfill; however he did not feel these changes were necessary and requested the Board provide its support of his opposition to DEP’s proposed changes to the landfill.   
Commissioner Udell moved to issue a letter to DEP supporting Mr. Darabi’s opposition to the proposed changes to the landfill.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation regarding the North Florida Broadband Authority (NFBA) project.
Mrs. Sherry Millington, Regional Library Technical Services Coordinator, advised she was the County’s representative to the North Florida Broadband Authority (NFBA) and added NFBA had been awarded $30 Million to enhance broadband services in North Florida.  

Mrs. Millington stated the first of two public hearings on this issue will be held on March 16, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at the Suwannee River Water Management District’s office.
At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Wainwright skipped to Agenda Item No. 23 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 31, Emergency Agenda Items).

There were two items to consider.

A) To approve advertising for Staff Assistant position for Administrative Services Department. 

B) To approve a grant application by Angie Brewer and Associates for a Recreational Trails Grant for the US 129 Trail to Sandy Point Marina and to repair the Greenway Trail located at Branford.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve adding the two above mentioned items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 24 was to approve the minutes of the County Attorney Interviews held on February 2, 2010 and minutes of the regular Board meeting held on February 16, 2010.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes, as written, of the County Attorney Interviews held on February 2, 2010 and minutes of the regular Board meeting held on February 16, 2010.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 26 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.
Agenda Item No. 27 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office director, reported 4-H members were participating in a speech contest for 4th to 6th graders being hosted by Tropicana.  Ms. Allen further added the second phase of the Rural LITE project would begin shortly.
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, reported he spoke with Mr. Ralph Roberts regarding the McAlpin station; and Mr. Conner was advised that this Fire Station will be given an ISO rating.  Mr. Conner added the electric heaters for the fire stations had been purchased and were being installed.
d) John D. hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported the Big Read event was still ongoing and there had been great participation from the community.
e) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, reported on the Lake Louise Park and Boat Ramp project and advised a response letter to SRWMD was being prepared; and also added an information request had been made by Game and Fish on the fish population in the lake.  Mr. Scott advised the boat ramp design had been altered to reduce the damage to wet lands.
f) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that most of the recycling containers had been removed from the waste collection sites, and the only ones left are for steel and aluminum.  Mr. Sikes advised he had spoken with four companies and cardboard recycling was the most active and profitable, and added he will present more information to the Board at a future meeting.
At 10:03 a.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:18 a.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 27 for Staff Reports.

g) Pam Blackmon, Health Department Director, provided the Board with a presentation on the County’s Health ranking.

Mrs. Blackmon advised the study had been carried out nationwide by the University of Wisconsin and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and it provided a health ranking for all 67 counties in Florida.  She further advised several factors contributed to the health of the citizens in the County, and provided a summary of these factors to the Board.
Mrs. Blackmon provided the rankings for Suwannee County, and they were as follows;
Health Outcome 

48/67

Morbidity 


38/67

Mortality 


55/67

Health Factors 

38/67

Health Behaviors

64/67

Clinical Care  


58/67

Physical Environment

 6/67

Social and Economic Factors  53/67

AT 10:45 a.m. Chairman Wainwright continued returning to ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation regarding the County’s Assessable Fire Budget Review.
Mr. Jason Buchholz, Government Service Group, advised his company had been tasked with finding the full cost for Fire services.  Mr. Buchholz stated calls to automobile accidents were not included on the Fire budget as operational factors associated with fire services.  
Mr. Buchholz stated that although there are buildings in the County which are exempt from fire assessment, the cost incurred to provide fire services to these buildings was included in the Fire budget. He further advised costs from exempt buildings cannot be passed on to other property owners that do not receive an exemption from fire assessment.

Mr. Buchholz stated the Board was not overfunding the Fire Budget.  He advised that for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 the Fire Budget will be $1,970,891.00; and to further fund fire services from Fiscal Year 2011 through 2015 an average budget of 1,954,225.00 will be needed.
Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Buchholz why there was a discrepancy between the Fire Budget as stated in the report, and the Fire Budget set by the Board.

Mr. Buchholz replied his company used factors the Board may not have considered, and added he would provide the Board with a detailed report for review.

Agenda Item No. 18 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of amended Bylaws for the Suwannee County Volunteer Fire Governing Board.
Mr. Terry Burgess, Chairman – SCVFGB, stated the amended Bylaws had been approved by the Fire Governing Board and were now ready to be approved by the Board.

Commissioner Udell asked if all Volunteer Fire Stations were in agreement with the proposed Bylaws.

Mr. Burgess replied all members were in agreement.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the amended Bylaws for the Suwannee County Volunteer Fire Governing Board.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2010-25)
Agenda Item No. 19 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution related to the proposed Inter-Fund Loan between the General Revenue Fund and the Fire Fund for financing and construction of the Luraville Fire Department Facility.
Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated this resolution was to clarify the conditions of the loan for the construction of the Luraville Fire Department.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the resolution related to the proposed Inter-Fund Loan between the General Revenue Fund and the Fire Fund for financing and construction of the Luraville Fire Department Facility.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2010- 17)
Commissioner Udell asked if an interest rate had been set for this loan.

Commissioner Fowler replied the Board had agreed for the interest rate to be adjustable every year based on the rate the Board’s General Fund investment would have earned.
Agenda Item No. 20 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of resolution amending the Interlocal Agreement creating the North Central Florida Regional Hazardous Materials Response Team to include Suwannee County.
Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, introduced Mr. Duane Monday to address the Board on this issue.
Mr. Duane Monday, NFRPC – Director of Public Safety, stated Suwannee County was invited to join the regional hazmat team, which will increase the response time of the regional hazmat team in the area.  Mr. Monday advised the Suwannee County hazmat team will receive training and equipment once they become members of the regional team.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Monday if the hazmat team will be capable of responding to chemical spills.

Mr. Monday replied chemical spills were part of the training received by all hazmat teams.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the resolution amending the Interlocal Agreement creating the North Central Florida Regional Hazardous Materials Response Team.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2010-20)
Commissioner Caruthers advised Mrs. Lucille Logan wished to addressed the Board.  Ms. Loagan stated she had a bid for the water loop system at the Jail that had not been submitted on time, and asked if it could be submitted at this time. Chairman Wainwright asked Deputy Clerk Tyson to remind the Board of the Bid Policy requirements.
Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised the deadline for submitting bids was included in the advertisement, and it was Board Policy not to accept or entertain any bids submitted past the deadline. 
Chairman Wainwright advised the Board could not accept the Bid.
Agenda Item No. 21 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of resolution withdrawing support for a residential “Through the Fence” operation between the Suwannee County Airport and TSS Development, LLC (Suwannee Landings).
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, requested the Board withdraw this item because Mr. Treadway of TSS Development was not present.

Commissioner Caruthers stated Mr. Treadway was aware of the situation, and his absence was not sufficient reason to withdraw the item.  Commissioner Caruthers added this issue was a time sensitive issue, and if the Board did not act it was at risk of losing future grants for the Airport.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Caruthers, and stated the Board should act on this issue, and further Mr. Treadway can be informed of the Board’s decision.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the resolution withdrawing support for a residential “Through the Fence” operation between the Suwannee County Airport and TSS Development, LLC (Suwannee Landings).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2010-18)
Agenda Item No. 22 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss with possible Board action, repairs and plan overview for the Douglass Center Complex.
Chairman Wainwright advised he spoke with Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, and was informed of persistent leaks in the roof which affected most rooms at the Douglass Center.  Chairman Wainwright stated the need of a workshop to address this issue, and to create a master plan for the complex. 
Mr. Sharpless advised there were also leaks in the roof of the gym.
Commissioner Maxwell stated the cost of repairing the roof will be greater than expected, and added there was a need for a master plan for the use of the Douglass Center. 

Mr. Sharpless agreed with the need for a master plan for the complex, and added that it should be carried out before any repairs are done to the roof.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the roof should be repaired or replaced.

Mr. Sharpless stated that currently the roof could be reinforced as a temporary fix; however, a new roof will eventually be needed.  He added the gym’s roof may have to be handled by a contractor.

Discussion ensued regarding repairs and replacement of the roof at the Douglass Center Complex.
Commissioner Fowler stated that due to the age of the complex, parts of the building will not be worth fixing and instead the Board should consider demolition of some buildings and possibly new construction in the existing space.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Sharpless if the kitchen area was usable.

Mr. Sharpless replied the kitchen area was free on leaks and could be used once repairs were complete.

Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, asked the Board if it was their intention to stop allocating space to groups requesting office space at the Douglass Center, until repairs are completed and a usage plan was devised.

It was the consensus of the Board to begin preparing plans for the Douglass Center and suspend further requests for allocation of space to other entities.

            Agenda Item No. 28 was to consider approval of the agreement with Hal A. Airth to provide legal services for Suwannee County.

Commissioner Caruthers stated there were corrections that needed to be made to the agreement.  He noted that on page 2 the Public Safety Director and the Extension Office Director must be added to the list of Department Heads that may contact Mr. Airth.  Further he noted on page 3 that Mr. Airth could no longer serve as the Value Adjustment Board attorney, and therefore it must be removed; and further added that only the Board Members and Department Heads can authorize contact with Mr. Airth for legal advice and services.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve, with the noted changes, the agreement with Hal A. Airth to provide legal services for Suwannee County.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement 2010-26)


Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider adoption of resolution dedicating the First Federal Sportsplex as an outdoor recreation site for the use and benefit of the public.

Mr. Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised this resolution was needed to apply for future DEP grants, as they require documentation that parks are dedicated for public use in perpetuity.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the resolution dedicating the First Federal Sportsplex as an outdoor recreation site for the use and benefit of the public.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2010- 19)

At 11:57 a.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a break.


At 12:05 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 30 under GENEREAL BUSINESS which was to grant authorization to replace three (3) graders under State Contract for the Public Works Department.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised these graders are rotated every five years.  Mr. Sikes advised the Board if the County would piggy back a Hamilton County Bid, Ring Power, Inc. would honor the bid and sell the graders for that price.  Mr. Sikes stated purchasing the graders in this manner would be $5,000.00 cheaper per machine than through the State Contract, and a total net cost of $185,891.


Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Sikes for the buyback price on these machines.


Mr. Sikes replied he could not remember, and would advise the Board on the price at a future date. 


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve replacing three (3) graders through a piggy back of Hamilton County’s bid.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 31 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items to approve.

A) To approve advertising for the Staff Assistant position for the Administrative Services Department. 

Mrs. Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, advised she had been asked to clarify the duties of the position of Staff Assistant.  Mrs. Harrison stated the duties included handling of invoices for indigent healthcare, insurance matters, and risk management among several other duties and provided the Board with a written list of duties.  
Mrs. Harrison further advised it was also standard practice to have 1 human resources employee per every 100 employees.

Commissioner Caruthers stated he did not believe hiring a staff assistant at this time was a critical issue, and added the position should be filled after a County Coordinator is hired.

Commissioner Udell disagreed and moved to approve advertising for the Staff Assistant position for the Administrative Services Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Caruthers and Commissioner Fowler opposed.
B) To approve a grant application by Angie Brewer and Associates for a Recreational Trails Grant for the extension of the FDOT US 129 Trail to Sandy Point Marina and to repair the Greenway Trail located in Branford.


Mr. Greg Scott, Parks and Recreations Director, advised this was an 80/20 match grant for $250,000.00 that will be used to extend the FDOT Trail to Sandy Point Marina, and to repair parts of the Greenway Trail located in Branford.  


Mr. Scott stated the fee charged by Angie Brewer and Associates for application for this grant was $3,000.00.  Mr. Scott added the outlook for the County receiving this grant was favorable, and completing the extension of the trail will help towards the grant to purchase Sandy Point.  Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Scott if he had the money in his budget to pay the application costs for Brewer and associates.  Mr. Scott advised he thought he could find the funding in his budget.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Task Authorization for a grant application by Angie Brewer and Associates for a Recreational Trails Grant for the extension of the FDOT US 129 Trail to Sandy Point Marina and to repair the Greenway Trail located in Branford.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

Agenda Item No. 32 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the County had reached an agreement with Mr. Palmer for the County to mow the property used by the Fair Board in lieu of paying rent.

Mr. Alcorn replied no agreement had been reached between Mr. Palmer and the Fair Board as Mr. Palmer wished to receive the usual annual rental fee.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:43 p.m.

ATTEST:


 
                   


    _________________________________


______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                           SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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