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January 19, 2010 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Wesley Wainwright; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Wainwright called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Reverend Randy Wilding from Community Presbyterian led the invocation.  Chairman Wainwright led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	1/14/2010
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               615,003.98 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               837,625.56 

	117
	
	 $                   7,492.03 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       64.39 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   6,560.67 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 73,789.41 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 11,100.84 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $                 78,087.31 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 60,726.65 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 23,181.02 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                      777.49 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               307,172.95 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                   4,026.75 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	

	 

	
	Batches  10-0226 - 10-0255
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,025,609.05 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $22,018.98, to The Scruggs Company for work performed on 52nd Street and 71st Road.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 3 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open qualifications for Attorney for the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners.  (RFQ 2009-14)  
Kasey Stewart, Staff Assistant, stated there were two RFQs received and they were as follows;
1) Hal Airth

Live Oak, Fl

2) William Blue
Perry, Fl

Ms. Stewart advised the RFQs would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board at the next Board meeting.

Agenda Item No. 4 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the selection and ranking process for applicants for the County Attorney position.  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, requested clarification on the ranking process for the RFQs for County Attorney.  Mrs. Harrison stated in the current process the Bid Review Committee reviews the RFQs and the Board ranks the applicants.
Chairman Wainwright asked Mrs. Harrison who was part of the Bid Review Committee.

Mrs. Harrison replied the Committee was composed of a member from the Clerk’s office, herself, the County Coordinator, and the department head or individual requesting the RFQ.
Commissioner Udell asked if Ms. Kasey Stewart could participate in the Bid Review Committee.

 
It was the consensus of the Board to allow Ms. Stewart to participate in the Bid Review Committee.

Mrs. Harrison advised the Bid Review Committee will only check on the RFQ responses, and the Board will rank the candidates.

Commissioner Udell stated the Board should interview the candidates, as there were only two respondents ranking would be unnecessary.

It was the consensus of the Board to set up a date for interviews.

Agenda Item No. 5 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of lease agreement with the Suwannee County Fair Association, in the amount of $300.00, for lease of the Coliseum Complex from March 15 – April 16, 2010 for the Suwannee County Fair.  

Tim Alcorn, Suwannee County Fair, stated there was a correction to the original agreement changing the end date from April 16, 2010 to April 23, 2010.  
Chairman Wainwright asked Mr. Alcorn if the $300.00 rental fee covered utilities.

Mr. Alcorn replied utilities were not included as part of the lease agreement, and the electric meters are read at the beginning and end date of the lease and the Fair Board pays the amount used.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the lease agreement with the Suwannee County Fair Association, in the amount of $300.00, for lease of the Coliseum Complex from March 15 – April 23, 2010 for the Suwannee County Fair.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2010-15)
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation of the County’s new ISO rating.  

Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, introduced Mr. Ralph Roberts, Senior Field Representative – ISO, who had carried out the ISO study in the County.
Mr. Roberts stated he was licensed by the State to evaluate Fire Departments in the State, and assign protection classes to Fire Stations based on services they provided.  Mr. Roberts advised the ISO study was previously carried out every ten to fifteen years; however, recently the scheduled inspections had been changed to occur every five years.
Mr. Roberts further stated he was present to make the Board aware there were problems found throughout the Fire Stations, from missing equipment such as ladders, incomplete training records, and a fire station that had not been fully enclosed.  Mr. Roberts explained the County would have six months after his report is filed to correct the mistakes before a classification is awarded to a Fire Station.
Mr. Conner advised the Board ISO findings were based on structural fires, and the ability to respond to these, other emergency services are not use to determine the County’s ISO rating.  Mr. Conner noted most of the deficiencies are relatively minor and can be corrected quickly with minimal expenditures.
Discussion ensued regarding the merits, or lack thereof, pertaining to ISO ratings.

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider recommendation in accepting the Village Volunteer Fire Department into the County system.  

Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated the issued had been discussed during the previous Board meeting; and presented the Board with a letter from the Volunteer Fire Departments in the County endorsing this action.
Commissioner Fowler moved to accept the Advent Christian Village Volunteer Fire Department into the County system.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, equipment needs.  

Terry Burgess, Chairman – Suwannee County Volunteer Fire Governing Board, advised the Board had previously agreed to provide structural fire gear to volunteers who became certified Fire Fighters I, currently there were eighteen certified volunteers and eight more are waiting to take their certification exam.  Mr. Burgess stated currently there were 27 certified volunteers in need of gear.
Mr. Burgess advised there were further needs, stating the Luraville Fire Station was in need of air packs; also station heaters were needed for the parking bays at six different stations. Mr. Burgess stated furthermore four tanker trailers may be needed as water tankers.
Mr. Burgess stated the estimated cost for all the equipment needed was approximately $150,000 to $160,000.

Commissioner Fowler stated that no information had been presented to the Board for review and discussion, and these needs had not been budgeted.
No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, the new station for Luraville Volunteer Fire Department, and possible stations in the Branford and McAlpin areas.  

Terry Burgess, Chairman – Suwannee County Volunteer Fire Governing Board, stated the Fire Governing Board had requested the Board’s monetary assistance in building this Fire Station, and advised the Volunteer’s equipment needs make it difficult to go forward with the construction of the new Fire Station
Mr. Cletus McCook, Fire Governing Board, stated some of the gear available to volunteers is over five years old, and most of it was not in good shape.

Commissioner Udell asked for the approximate cost for a set of necessary gear. 

Mr. Burgess replied the priced for a set of gear was approximately $15,000, and currently there were 27 sets needed.

Commissioner Caruthers asked for an update on the Luraville Fire Station.
Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director stated the Board had approved going forward with the construction; however, a Notice to Proceed had not been issued.

Commissioner Fowler stated the Fire Governing Board had previously agreed to construct the Luraville Station and should work with Mr. Conner to address this issue, and return to the Board with a recommendation on how to proceed on this issue.

At 5:32 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:40 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 10 under TIME SPECIFIC ITMES which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, permission to advertise for a Temporary Parks Maintenance Worker I position due to regular full time employee being on Family Medical Leave (FMLA).  

Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, stated the baseball and softball season would begin soon, and the position was needed to help with maintenance of the fields.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve advertising Temporary Parks Maintenance Worker I position due to regular full time employee being on Family Medical Leave.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Designation Agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Greenways & Trails Program and the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners formally designation the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford as part of the Florida Greenways and Trails system.  

Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, stated the trail was leased by the County from the Office of Greenways & Trails.  Mr. Scott advised the lease had begun in 2008, and this agreement finalizes the process; and added the agreement was only a designation agreement.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Designation Agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Greenways & Trails Program and the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners formally designation the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford as part of the Florida Greenways and Trails system.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement Pending)
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Memorandum of Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the construction of a multi-use trail on US 129/SR 49 from US 27/SR 20 to William Guy Lemmon Park, and adoption of enabling resolution.  

Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, stated this project was 100% grant funded, and had been discussed as part of the process to obtain more grant points for the Sandy Point Project.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for the construction of a multi-use trail on US 129/SR 49 from US 27/SR 20 to William Guy Lemmon Park, and adoption of enabling resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2010-10, Agreement Pending)
Chairman Wainwright asked if the Board would entertain Agenda Item No. 16 at this time.
It was the consensus of the Board to hear Agenda Item No. 16.

At 5:45 p.m. Chairman Wainwright continued with Agenda Item No. 16 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, formally rejecting tentative contract with Certified Air Contractors for In-ground Four Pipe A/C System located at Suwannee County Jail, and approval to re-advertise for replacement/modification of loop system at Suwannee County Jail.  

Commissioner Caruthers advised Mr. Clayton Logan had provided information regarding an alternate means to solve the problems with the pipes on the loop system located at the County Jail.  Commissioner Caruthers introduced two representatives of Nu Flow to address the Board on this issue.

Mr. Dennis Fort, Nu Flow representative, explained the process used to repair pipes.  Mr. Fort stated his company would sand blast the pipe system and afterward the pipes would be lined with a patented epoxy. Mr. Fort added this would extend the life of the pipes.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Fort the price for carrying out the process at the County Jail.

Mr. Fort replied the cost would be approximately 40% less than the bid received by the County. 

Commissioner Maxwell asked Mr. Fort if his company guaranteed its work.

Mr. Fort stated the process had a ten year guaranteed, and after the ten year period further guarantee extensions could be worked out between the County and Nu Flow.

Commissioner Fowler asked if the epoxy lining could withstand the temperatures of the heated water.
Mr. Fort replied the epoxy can withstand a temperature up to 320 degrees.

Discussion ensued with regards to the possibility of this procedure being a sole source.

Commissioner Fowler moved to reject the tentative contract with Certified Air Contractors for replacement of the In-ground Four Pipe A/C System located at Suwannee County Jail.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Wainwright asked the Board’s consensus to allow GTC Engineering to review the Nu Flow product, and present the information to the Board.
Discussion ensued on the date the information should be presented.

It was the consensus of the Board to allow GTC Engineering to review the Nu Flow information, and present their findings to the Board on Monday January 25, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board at the end of the meeting to recess the meeting until Monday morning.

At 6:15 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for supper.

At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting.

Chairman Wainwright stated he had met with representatives from Angie Brewer and Associates, and they wished to address the Board.
It was the consensus of the Board to allow the representatives from Angie Brewer and Associates to address the Board.

Mr. Kevin Sethsbury, Angie Brewer representative, stated the application deadline for the EECG grant was February 12; and the Board should provide a list of projects it considers will benefit from this grant.  He noted that with the urgency of the Jail loop issue, it is likely not the best project for the EECG grant.
Agenda Item No. 13 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, authorization to advertise  for the new Part-Time Library Aide II position as funded by Madison County for the Lee Library.  

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve advertising for the new Part-Time Library Aide II position as funded by Madison County for the Lee Library.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 14 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, authorization to advertise for the Machine Operator II position at Transfer Station.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the position had become vacant through a promotion and it was important that it be filled.
Discussion ensued regarding Personnel Policy issues such as probation periods and rollbacks of jobs.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to advertise for the Machine Operator II position at Transfer Station.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 Agenda Item No. 15 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Traffic Signal Maintenance and Compensation Agreement Amendment #1 to include the maintenance and operation of intersection control beacons beginning in Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this was an annual agreement with the Department of Transportation, and added per this agreement caution lights will be covered.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Traffic Signal Maintenance and Compensation Agreement Amendment #1 to include the maintenance and operation of intersection control beacons beginning in Fiscal Year 2010-2011, and the enabling resolution. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2010-11, Agreement Pending)
ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of an agreement with Borge Larson for lease of Hangar “C-2” at Suwannee County Airport.
Mr. Fessler opposed the lease advising there is a waiting list for hangars and Mr. Larson is not next on the list.

Commissioner Caruthers stated Mr. Murphy McLean, former County Coordinator, stated the Board should continue forward with the agreement as the Board has the power to lease the Airport hangars at its discretion.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the agreement with Borge Larson for lease of Hangar “C-2” at Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Agenda Item No. 18 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 23, Emergency Agenda Items).

There were six items to consider.

A) Appointment of Millie Griswold as replacement for Delores Chotiner, on the Suwannee County Historical Commission, term to expire on September 30, 2010.

B) Discuss with possible Board action, assignment of Grant Administrator for the Catalyst Site Feasibility Study. (Chairman Wainwright)
C) Discuss with possible Board action, approval of an agreement with Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc. for program management and financial services for public grant/loan funded Catalyst Site Project. (Chairman Wainwright)
D) Discuss with possible Board action, Through-the-Fence (TTF) operation with TSS Development for Suwannee Landing. (Chairman Wainwright)
E) Discuss with possible Board action, authorization for Administrative Associate position under supervision of the County Coordinator. (Chairman Wainwright)
F) Discuss with possible Board action Engineering services for the Catalyst Site. (Chairman Wainwright)
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding the six above mentioned items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 19 was to approve minutes of meeting held on January 5, 2010.

Commissioner Caruthers noted the motion in page 5 of the minutes lacked a second and vote.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve, with corrections, the minutes of meeting held on January 5, 2010.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and motion carried unanimously.

[Deputy Clerk Jhony Cuenca corrected the minutes as stated]
Agenda Item No. 20 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium – limits comments to five minutes.)
Mr. Tim Alcorn presented the Board with a map of the proposed center line route for the East Perimeter Road project.

Discussion ensued regarding a future public hearing on the project and the possibility of needing to exercise eminent domain on some properties.

At 8:30 p.m. Chairman Wainwright recessed the meeting for a break.

At 8:38 p.m. Chairman Wainwright reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 21 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 22 was for Staff Reports.

A) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported foreclosure had been filed by creditors on the Nathan Oaks Subdivision.

B) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, reported a program review will be underway for the Extension Office from May 12, 2010 to May 14, 2010.  Ms. Allen further stated SHIP classes would be offered on February 23 and 24, 2010, and applicants wishing to receive aid must attend both classes.
A) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, was not present.
B)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
C) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, was not present.
D) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, was not present.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

A) Appointment of Millie Griswold as replacement for Delores Chotiner, on the Suwannee County Historical Commission, term to expire on September 30, 2010.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve appointing Millie Griswold as replacement for Delores Chotiner, on the Suwannee County Historical Commission, term to expire on September 30, 2010.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Discuss with possible Board action, assignment of Grant Administrator for the Catalyst Site Feasibility Study.

Chairman Wainwright stated the Board could choose Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc. as grant administrator for the Catalyst Site Feasibility Study.  Chairman Wainwright added Mr. John Martz, Suwannee Valley Electric, has offered the services of Mr. Tony Brenson to serve as grant manager at no charge to the County.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to appoint Mr. Tony Brenson as grant administrator, for as long as needed, for the Catalyst Site Feasibility Study.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
C) Discuss with possible Board action, approval of an agreement with Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc. for program management and financial services for public grant/loan funded Catalyst Site Project.

Chairman Wainwright stated Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc. were familiar with the project, having worked with the City of Live Oak on the Catalyst Project.  Chairman Wainwright further stated Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, had reviewed the agreement and recommended some changes to the wording.

Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, asked if the Board was entering in a general contract with Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc.

Chairman Wainwright replied the Board was entering into a general contract with Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc. assigning the Catalyst Project for program management and financial services.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the agreement with Guardian Community Resource Management, Inc. for program management and financial services for public grant/loan funded Catalyst Site Project, and assignment of the Catalyst Project.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously (Agreement Pending Revisions and submission for approval)
D) Discuss with possible Board action, Through-the-Fence (TTF) operation with TSS Development for Suwannee Landing.

Chairman Wainwright advised the Board the County had received a letter from FAA informing the County of its options in this issue, and added none of the options were favorable for Suwannee Landing.
Chairman Wainwright stated the options given to the County are; remain out of compliance and forgo future and pending FAA grants; to apply for grants with no existing TTF operation; or for Suwannee Landings to lease Airport property to use as hangar space inside the Airport fence.
Commissioner Caruthers stated URS should also be involved in the process.

Chairman Wainwright stated Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, had met with URS and their recommendation was to resolve the issue.

Commissioner Udell moved to take the required action to be in compliance with FAA rules.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

E) Discuss with possible Board action, authorization for Administrative Associate position under supervision of the County Coordinator.

Chairman Wainwright stated this position was for the position left vacant by Mr. Tony Cirigliano.  Chairman Wainwright advised Mr. Cirigliano would unable to comply with the conditions set to remain at his position, and therefore resigned from the position.  
Chairman Wainwright stated the job description will be inclusive of grant writing, and land and fire MSBUs.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for the position of Administrative Associate position under supervision of the County Coordinator.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers asked who would interview the potential candidates.

It was the consensus of the Board to allow the current Department Heads to interview candidates for the position of Administrative Associate.

F) Discuss with possible Board action Engineering services for the Catalyst Site.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated in 2005 the County hired GTC as one of the engineering companies to provide services to the County; however the agreement had not been renewed.  Mr. Airth presented a new agreement to the Board and stated the new contract covers services for the Catalyst Site, and it would be a three year agreement, and can be renewed yearly afterwards.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the contract agreement with Keen Engineering was up to date.

Mr. Airth replied the agreement with Keen Engineering did not provide for an expiration date.

Commissioner Caruthers questioned if Keen Engineering had been considered for this project, and if not why not.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the agreement with GTC for engineering services, subject to changes.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Udell moved to make GTC the Catalyst Site engineer and grant contractual power for services needed.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.
Agenda Item No. 24 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Udell asked all present to keep Haiti in their prayers.

There being no further business at 9:35 p.m. the meeting was recessed until Monday 25, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 
ATTEST:

 
 
                   


    _________________________________


______________________                                WESLEY WAINWRIGHT, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                           SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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