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December 16, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United Stated of America.
CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	12/16/2008
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               712,308.26 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               627,761.49 

	117
	
	 $                 25,175.83 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 11,552.07 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 71,825.40 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   8,668.67 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   4,167.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               349,865.45 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 79,527.98 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 34,224.95 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 14,880.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                      137.85 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 46,458.66 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 69,558.80 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 26,409.56 

	 
	09-0143 - 09-00188

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,082,521.97 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 28213-3, in the amount of $207,152.42, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 133rd Road.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to reappoint Ronald Cook, as alternate, to serve on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board, retroactive to October 1, 2008.

Agenda Item No. 4 was to appoint Mr. William “Booty” Terry, as replacement for Mr. Tim Nagy (District 5 member), on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve a Release of Lien for Loretta Bradley, S.H.I.P. Client.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve a Release of Lien for Jacob Lee Grantham, S.H.I.P. Client.

Commissioner Udell informed the Board that he must abstain from voting on Consent Agenda Item No. 1 due to a conflict of interest regarding one of the invoices.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Udell abstaining.

Commissioner Wainwright asked the Board that Consent Agenda Item No. 4 be removed. Commissioner Wainwright informed the Board that Mr. William “Booty” Terry no longer desired to replace Mr. Tim Nagy on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 2, 3, 5 and 6.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of Certificates of Completion to Chad Croft, Fire Chief for Live Oak Fire Department, for completion, by Live Oak Fire Department personnel, of the 240 hours First Responder class.  

Chairman Caruthers read a Certificate of Completion for the Live Oak Fire Department, and presented the Certificates of Completion to Chad Croft, Fire Chief for Live Oak Fire Department.

 Chief Croft stated that this training had been the first time Suwannee County Fire Rescue and the Live Oak Fire Department had cooperated. Chief Croft further informed the Board that the 240 hours total of training needed to obtain Certification had been provided free of charge by the County.  Chief Croft stated that working with Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, had improved dealings between Suwannee County Fire Rescue and the Live Oak Fire Department and he looked forward to a future working relationship between the County and City.
Chairman Caruthers stated that he was pleased with the betterment of public safety through the cooperation between the County and City.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Conner if there were any First Responders in addition to the ambulances in rural areas.

Mr. Conner replied that he had finished First Responder Training with the Branford Volunteer Fire Department, and was nearly done with training at the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department.
 Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon hereafter as the matter can be heard, to  hear a presentation regarding proposed bond issue for purpose of financing and refinancing solid waste facilities in Suwannee County.
William Zvara, Attorney for Live Oak Class III Landfill LLC, informed the Board of Live Oak Landfill’s intent to sell bonds in order to finance its Solid Waste facilities. Mr. Zvara stated that there were two legal requirements that must be met in order to sell bonds.  The first requirement, per Federal Tax Law, is to advertise and hold a public hearing. The second requirement, per Florida Law, is to have an interlocal agreement to spend bond proceeds in Suwannee County.
Commissioner Fowler asked if the public hearing would have to held after 5 p.m.
Mr. Zvara stated he had asked the public hearing to be advertised for 9 a.m.
Mr. Airth advised the public hearing was not required to be held after 5 p.m.

Jim Ward asked the Board if Mr. Donald Wainwright was involved with the company.

Mr. Zvara informed Mr. Ward that there was no involvement between Mr. Wainwright and the company, and these are separate landfills and companies.
Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, asked Mr. Zvara if the interlocal agreement would be between the County and the Bond Authority.
Mr. Zvara answered that it would be so.

Commissioner Fowler moved to hold a public hearing on January 6, 2009 at 9 a.m. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motioned carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of Federally-Funded Subgrant Agreement, in the amount of $18,000.00, with the Florida Division of Emergency Management, for FY2008 State Homeland Security Grant.  

Sheriff Tony Cameron stated that the grant was to be used for ICS Training in order to be able to obtain FEMA funds. Sheriff Cameron informed the Board that of the total $18,000.00 to be received from the grant $4,000.00 will be used in training, and the remaining $14,000.00 will be used to update the County’s Emergency Response Manual.  

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve acceptance of the Federally-Funded Subgrant Agreement, in the amount of $18,000.00, with the Florida Division of Emergency Management.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.ouse Bill 137.
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for a report, with possible Board action, on the removal of abandoned mobile home in road right-of-way in District 3.  

  Sheriff Tony Cameron stated that the trailer in question is a double wide mobile home that is not connected, and believes that both halves are on County road right-of-way. Sheriff Cameron continued to say that although the road right-of-way is not maintained by the County it is owned by the County, and the issue still has be to addressed.
Chairman Caruthers asked Sheriff Cameron if he knew who owned the mobile home.

Sheriff Cameron replied that the owner’s name is known.
Chairman Caruthers stated that if the County had to remove the abandoned mobile home, then perhaps the bill should be sent to the owner.

Sheriff Cameron agreed with Chairman Caruthers. Sheriff Cameron suggested the Sheriff’s Office deliver a warning to the owner informing him to remove the mobile home or be liable for expenses incurred by the County.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, asked Sheriff Cameron if the notice required by Florida Statutes 205.103 had been posted. Mr. Airth explained that such notice would give the owner five days to remove the mobile home or be liable for expenses incurred by the County.

Deputy Tyson asked if the road in question was indeed a County owned road.

Sheriff Cameron stated that it was a County road, just not maintained.

Mr. Jim Ward asked if the Sheriff could identify the owner of the mobile home, and if the owner was guilty of commercial dumping.

Sheriff Cameron stated he could not recall the name of the owner at the time. Sheriff Cameron stated the issue was not illegal dumping as the trailer had been damaged while being moved to a different location. 
Sheriff Cameron also informed the Board that he had completed the investigation on the O’Brien Fire Department and was awaiting a response from the State Attorney before presenting the results to the Board.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Sheriff’s request to remove an abandoned mobile home in road right-of-way in District 3 after serving legal notice. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the annual lease with the Suwannee County Fair Association for lease of Coliseum Complex from March 9, 2009 through April 17, 2009 for the County Fair.  

Tim Alcorn, President of the Suwannee County Fair Association, informed the Board that the upcoming Fair would be the 93rd annual Fair held in Suwannee County. Mr. Alcorn stated that the lease remained unchanged from previous years.
Chairman Caruthers stated that the Board has asked for insurance from organizations wishing to make use of the Coliseum Complex.

Mr. Alcorn stated that his organization carried a million dollar liability insurance.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the annual lease with the Suwannee County Fair Association for lease of the Coliseum Complex. Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon as the matter can be heard, to

consider writing a letter to the Governor requesting support of the Dowling Park Library grant.  

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that the State had not allocated any
funds for public library construction projects. Mr. Hales also informed the Board that he had a letter of support from the Advent Christian Village Board. Mr. Hales asked the Board to write a letter to the Governor requesting support for the Dowling Park Library grant.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve writing a letter to the Governor requesting support of the Dowling Park Library grant. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, a request for Leave Without Pay for Eileen Rios for December 19 and December 22-24, 2008.  

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated he had hired a new entry-level employee, Eileen Rios, with the full knowledge that this employee would be taking a pre-planned vacation on the dates requested. Mr. Hales stated he would have granted the permission to Ms. Rios, however, according to section 30.01 of County Personnel Rules and Regulations, he must obtain Board approval to grant the request, unless it is an emergency.  Mr. Hales further informed the Board that Ms. Rios had agreed to work on December 19, 2008, and therefore he was only requesting approval for the dates of December 22-24, 2008.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the request of Leave Without Pay for Eileen Rios for December 22-24, 2008. Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of Memoranda of Agreement (MOA) between Suwannee County and the Governor’s Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development (OTTED) for the implementation of the Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC) re-designation.  

Chairman Caruthers stated that this agreement is renewed every three to five years.
Commissioner Fowler asked Dennis Cason for an update on the Catalyst Project.

Dennis Cason, Suwannee County Economic Alliance, stated that he continued to work with both the City and County on the Catalyst Project. Mr. Cason informed the Board that he had recently attended a pre-application meeting in which several agencies also participated.
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, stated that he was working with the City in writing a grant for the Catalyst Project.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Memoranda of Agreement (MOA) between Suwannee County and the Governor’s Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development (OTTED) for the implementation of the Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC) re-designation. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break. 

At 5:00 pm. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with

Agenda Item No. 15 which was to set a date for a workshop for the purpose of reviewing Suwannee County’s Land Development Regulations (LDR), and approval to advertise for same.  
Mrs. Stacey Worth stated that the County was not meeting the minimum requirements in handling notices and due process; policies and objectives of comprehensive planning books and LDRs; hiring procedures and standards.
Mr. Airth stated that Mrs. Worth was not on topic, as the item called for setting a date for a workshop.

Chairman Caruthers suggested holding the workshop during the second week of January, 2009. Chairman Caruthers asked Ms. Elaine Robinson if that would be enough time to advertise the workshop.
Ms. Robinson replied that it would be enough time, and asked where it would be held.

Mr. Hales informed the Board that the Library was available on January 14, 2009 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
 Further discussion ensued as to who would need to attend and participate in the workshop. The Board was of the consensus that the Regional Planning Council would need to be included.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to hold a workshop to review Suwannee County’s Land Development Regulations (LDR), on January 14, 2009 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Suwannee County Library. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 32, Emergency Agenda Items).

There were no items to consider.
Agenda Item No. 17 was to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on November 18, 2008, and of the regular meeting held on December 2, 2008.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on November 18, 2008, and of the regular meeting held on December 2, 2008 as written.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)
There were none.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports. 
There were none.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Staff Reports.

A) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.

B) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, reported that Dr. Eric Simone had

been hired as the new University of Florida District Extension Director, and would be working as a liaison with the University. Ms. Allen informed the Board that the Extension Office had received requests to hold a canning class, and was in need of a facility. Ms. Allen inquired about using the kitchen at the Douglass Center. Ms. Allen stated the Extension Office received an obesity grant in cooperation with the Health Department for after school programs to serve obese students. 

C) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, reported that Cleatos McCook, Fire
Governing Board Chairman, was present to address the Board.


Mr. McCook stated he would like to present a monthly report from the Fire Governing Board to the Commissioners. Mr. McCook reported that files regarding personnel and training were missing. Mr. McCook stated he had asked all volunteers to recreate their files, but it could take up to a year to complete the task. Mr. McCook invited the Board to attend the Fire Governing Board meetings.


Mr. Airth stated that Board members as a group cannot attend Fire Governing Board meetings due to the Sunshine Law, unless they are advertised and documented as Board meetings.

Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Conner why EMS fee collections were down.


Mr. Conner replied Scott Racow had gone back 18 months and collected past due fees which had increased the fees collected.  Mr. Conner stated he would look further into the matter and report back.

D) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported on the various Holiday 

events being held throughout the libraries in the County. Mr. Hales updated the Board about the Big Read event to begin in February. Mr. Hales reported an overall increase in the use of library services due to the state of the economy.
E) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, reported soccer kickoff had begun

this week with a total of 35 teams and 400 kids participating; and basketball had also begun with 11 teams and 95 kids participating. Mr. Scott informed the Board that he had carried out an energy study, and equipment enhancements would require $3,500.00 to make the pool more energy efficient; however there is no money budgeted for the expense. Mr. Scott also reported that a sidewalk leading from the sport complex to the school had been started, and it would make travel safer for kids walking to school from the complex.

Commissioner Udell asked for an update on the status of the Lake Louise Project.


Mr. Scott stated the project was moving forward, and they were working on paving the road. Mr. Scott informed Commissioner Udell that he had met with Curtis Keen, County Engineer, to obtain a price for the project. Mr. Scott hoped to present it to the Board in January. 

F) Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, reported

the facilities at the Douglass Center to be used by the Boys and Girls Club are nearly ready, and that a lease agreement will be ready for the first Board meeting in January. Mr. Robinson reported repair of the cafeteria at the Douglass Center was progressing well. Mr. Robinson noted that tables and chairs would have to be purchased to furnish the cafeteria. Mr. Robinson also reported that kitchen repairs at the Douglass Center were near completion, and the kitchen could possibly be used for Ms. Allen’s canning classes.


Commissioner Udell stated there was also an interest in the community for use of the Cafeteria and Kitchen.


Discussion about specific equipment needed ensued, in particular the type of stove needed.


Chairman Caruthers suggested putting a plan forward for the use of the kitchen area at the Douglass Center.


Mr. Robinson reported a new garage door will be placed at the storage area in the EOC building, and it will save the county money.


Mr. Robinson mentioned the Catalyst Project is a feasible grant with the County and City working together regarding water, sewer, and gas for the site.
G) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported two employees would be

retiring, however, he wished to promote two employees in-house. Mr. Sikes stated he would not begin additional hiring until next Spring.

Chairman Caruthers stated the Board had taken no official action with regards to the hiring freeze, but the Board would likely ask Department Heads for budget cuts in the future.


Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for dinner break at 6:10 p.m.


Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting at 7:20 p.m. and addressed Agenda Item No. 21 which was for the 2009 Committee Appointments by Chairman.  


Chairman Caruthers asked the Board if there were any objections to his appointments.  There were none noted.  Chairman Caruthers stated Commissioner Fowler was appointed to the Solid Waste Committee, and Chairman Caruthers stated he would like a quarterly report of that budget.

Mr. Jim Ward asked Chairman Caruthers to read the list of committee appointments outloud for the benefit of the public.

Chairman Caruthers read the list for the record.


No action required of the Board.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider a request to purchase a Poster Maker 3600, in the amount of $4,995.00, from Audio Visual Innovations (AVI) as a sole source.
Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, stated she had discussed purchasing this item during the budget hearings, and the equipment will be used by the Extension Office, as well as being available for other County Departments to use. Ms. Allen reminded the Board that the money for the item is already in her budget.  
Commissioner Fowler asked why the Board was given information on bids, if the item is a sole source item.

Ms. Allen explained the equipment was being purchased as a piggy-back from other counties’ bids. She added the amount of the expense requires Board approval.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the purchase of a Poster Maker 3600, in the amount of $4,995.00, from Audio Visual Innovations (AVI) as a piggy-back item. Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval of a contract with The Scruggs Company for reconstruction of CR 249 (Nobles Ferry Road), and approval to issue the Notice to Proceed.  
Mr. Sikes stated the item was to authorize Chairman Caruthers to sign the contract and the Notice to Proceed with The Scruggs Company.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the contract with The Scruggs Company for reconstruction of CR 249 (Nobles Ferry Road), issue the Notice to Proceed, and authorize Chairman Caruthers to sign the contract and Notice to Proceed. Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 24 was to consider approval to advertise for bids for the resurfacing of 52nd Street and 71st Road in District 4.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated this was the last SCRAP project in the amount of $480,035.00, and it was located in Commissioner Maxwell’s District.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve advertising for bids for the resurfacing of 52nd Street and 71st Road in District 4. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 25 was to consider approval of application and adoption of Resolution for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) County Grant, in the amount of $10,320.00, for Fire Rescue Services.  

Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated this was an annual grant predicated on and funded by the number of traffic tickets issued in the County.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the application and adoption of a Resolution for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) County Grant, in the amount of $10,320.00 for Fire Rescue Services. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 26 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the inspection report for the Branford Fire Rescue building.


Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated Landwise, an environmental assessment company, had inspected and conducted a study of the building, and found high amounts of black and penicillin mold. Mr. Conner stated Landwise had suggested vacating the building. Mr. Conner continued saying the building was vacated, and the staff was relocated.

No action required by the Board


Agenda Item No. 27 was for permission to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for mold abatement for Branford Fire Rescue building.


Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated the Board should act on the recommendation made from the study and advertise for RFPs.

Commissioner Udell moved to grant permission to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for mold abatement for Branford Fire Rescue building. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 28 was to consider approval of a lease agreement, in the amount of $162.00 per month, with James B. Culp, for lease of Hangar “B-5” at Airport.  


Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this lease would fill the vacated hangar at the Suwannee County Airport. 

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the lease agreement, in the amount of $162.00 per month, with James B. Culp, for lease of Hangar “B-5” at Suwannee County Airport. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 29 was to rescind the motion of termination of County Coordinator John G. Wooley, and acceptance of a resignation letter by John G. Wooley, effective December 19, 2008.

Commissioner Udell asked the reason for the item being placed in the Agenda.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated this item was to grant Mr. Wooley’s desire to resign.


Commissioner Udell stated it made no sense to undo a previous Board action, in order to accept a letter of resignation, especially since it had not been proven that the Board committed any wrongful action.


Mr. Airth stated the Labor Attorney was suggesting the County Rules and Regulations were in need of some clarification and amendments, but stated that Department Heads do serve at the will of the Board.


Commissioner Udell stated he had spoken to the Labor Attorney and was not satisfied with the answer he was given.


 Commissioner Wainwright stated he too had spoken with the labor attorney, and agrees with the Labor Attorney.

Chairman Caruthers passed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Wainwright.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to rescind the motion of termination of County Coordinator John G. Wooley, and to accept the resignation letter by John G. Wooley, effective December 19, 2008.  The motion died for a lack of a second.


There was no action taken by the Board.


Vice-Chairman Wainwright returned the gavel to Chairman Caruthers.


Agenda Item No. 30 was to consider, with possible Board action, offering a settlement package to former County Coordinator John G. Wooley, and request the Labor Attorney to prepare documents for signing.  


Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated Mr. Wooley wanted the previous item to be approved by the Board. Mr. Robinson expressed his disagreement with the Board’s decision to take no action on it.

Chairman Caruthers stated the severance package would be the equivalent of all vacation leave hours accrued, and three-fourths of his sick leave.


Commissioner Udell asked if this procedure was part of the Rules and Regulations of the County.


Mr. Airth stated this action was being carried out with full approval of the Labor Attorney.


Commissioner Udell inquired if the Board had not taken any inappropriate actions, why there was a need for a severance package. Commissioner Udell reminded the Board that Board members were personally liable for the payment of illegal warrants.


Commissioner Wainwright stated Mr. Wooley was rightfully owed payment for all vacation time still due him, but according to Rules and Regulations Mr. Wooley could only receive compensation for sick time if he had worked ten continuous years for the County.

Chairman Caruthers informed the Board if they approved to pay Mr. Wooley, it was requested payment be made after January first.

Commissioner Udell stated the Board was acting in a pre-emptive manner. Commissioner Udell wondered why the Board would act in such a manner, if all actions taken by the Board have been lawful.


Commissioner Maxwell asked if Mr. Wooley wanted this action to be approved by the Board.


Mr. Airth stated that Mr. Wooley did.


Chairman Caruthers passed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Wainwright.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve offering a settlement package to former County Coordinator John G. Wooley, and request the Labor Attorney to prepare documents for signing.  The motion died for a lack of second.

Vice-Chairman Wainwright returned the gavel to Chairman Caruthers.

Further discussion ensued.


 Commissioner Udell moved to approve this item as requested to “consider with possible Board action offering a settlement package to former County Coordinator John G. Wooley and request the Labor Attorney to prepare documents for signing”; with the stipulation that Mr. Hal Airth will reimburse the County for any expenses that may be incurred by Commissioner Udell should this action be legally inappropriate, at the rate of one-fifth of $25,754.40 as agreed to by Mr. Airth. Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion passed with a 3-2 vote, with Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Wainwright opposed.

Agenda Item No. 31 was to consider approval to advertise for the position of County Coordinator, tabled during December 2, 2008 Board meeting


Chairman Caruthers presented the Board with pay range information for the position of County Coordinator.

Commissioner Udell stated whoever is hired as County Coordinator will have less duties than previous County Coordinators, therefore the pay scale should be lowered to reflect the position’s actual duties. Commissioner Udell asked why the Board did not simply adjust the current Assistant County Coordinator’s, Mr. Donald Robinson, salary and hire him as County Coordinator.



Chairman Caruthers stated under current policies the position of County Coordinator must be advertised.
Commissioner Wainwright stated if Mr. Robinson vacates the position of Assistant County Coordinator the Board should move to end the position of Assistant County Coordinator. 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, announced he would be retiring on July 1, 2009, and that he would like to have time to coordinate with a replacement before he retires.

Chairman Caruthers asked if there were any proposal for a change in pay range to the position of County Coordinator.


Commissioner Udell moved to change the pay rage to the position of County Coordinator from $55,000.00 - $88,000.00 to $40,000.00 to $60,000.00. The motion died for a lack of second.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, informed the Board if it lowered the pay range of the County Coordinator, it would reduce the pay of all Level 4 positions. Mr. Airth suggested lowering the low end of the pay scale, and leaving the high end unchanged.


Commissioner Udell moved to change the pay range to the position of County Coordinator from $58,000.00 - $88,000.00 to $40,000.00 to $88,000.00. The motion died for a lack of second.


Further discussion ensued on the matter.


Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve advertising for position of County Coordinator with no change in pay. Commissioner Fowler seconded.


Mr. Robinson stated the position of Airport Manager should be part of the job description of the new County Coordinator, if the Board intends to abolish the Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager position.


Commissioner Fowler withdrew his second.


Commissioner Wainwright withdrew his motion


Commissioner Wainwright moved to table the item until the next meeting, for the purpose of revising the job description for County Coordinator. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 32 was for Emergency Agenda Items.


There were no items to hear.


Agenda Item No. 33 was for Board Members Inquiries, Requests and Comments.


Commissioner Maxwell asked Mr. Airth what progress had been made in the issue of a fence being built on a County road.

Mr. Airth replied that it was slowly progressing through the court system.


All the Commissioners wished a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all present.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

ATTEST:
 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

KENNETH DASHER                                             SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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