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  October 7, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.   
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerk; and Betty Carver and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks. Commissioner Randy Hatch was excused from the meeting in order to attend an out-of-town meeting. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was present.  

Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	                                10/7/2008
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,495,755.03 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 56,574.21 
	

	117
	
	 $                   5,987.65 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,928.67 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 13,585.12 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 65,509.03 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 17,271.35 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 10,700.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               796,627.71 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 86,656.31 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 59,269.92 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   5,456.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 60,324.56 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               159,369.95 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 19,582.34 
	

	 
	08-0863 -09-0005
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,867,597.85 
	


          Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 06053-2178, in the amount of $6,250.00, to Government Services Group, Inc. for update for Solid
Waste Management Services Assessment Program.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 56793, in the amount of $104,829.78, to Anderson Columbia Co, Inc. for work performed on Clayland Road (193rd Road) in District 3.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 56794, in the amount of $7,179.42, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 143rd Road in District 3.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 56795, in the amount of $11,601.14, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 168th Street in District 3.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $60,299.67, to The Scruggs Company for work performed on 89th Road in District 4.

Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 1, in the amount of $273,467.41, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 256th Street in District 5.

Agenda Item No. 8 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $30,296.64, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 256th Street in District 5.

Agenda Item No. 9 was to authorize expenditure of funds to provide the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for County employees on Wednesday, November 26, 2008.

Agenda Item No. 10 was to consider approval of the Records Disposition Document for the destruction of County and Clerk records that have met their retention period.
Commissioner Caruthers asked that Agenda Item No. 9 be pulled off the Agenda for discussion.

Commissioner Fowler asked that Agenda Item No. 10 be pulled off the Agenda for discussion.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 – 8.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers addressed Consent Agenda Item No. 9 and stated the dollar amount to be expended on the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for County employees was not specified. 
After a brief discussion, Commissioner Maxwell moved to authorize a maximum of $2,000.00 to be spent on the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for County employees to be held on Wednesday, November 26, 2008.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Fowler addressed Consent Agenda Item No. 10 advising that the word “consider” should not introduce an item on the Consent Agenda and asked that the word be removed from the Item.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Records Disposition Document for the destruction of County and Clerk records that have met their retention period.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for batteries.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-13)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, announced only one bid was received.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bid and the result was as follows:


Battery Distributors Southeast
$746.00  (base bid) 

Mr. Sikes advised the bid would be forwarded to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for galvanized corrugated metal pipe.   (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-12)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised three (3) bids were received:  Gulf Atlantic Culvert; Metal Culverts, Inc.; and Contech Construction Products.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and read the various pipe sizes and their respective prices.  He stated these bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.
Agenda Item No. 13 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the use of the Coliseum on Saturday, November 15, 2008, for Donkeyball Basketball fund raising event for Suwannee Storm Basketball and Suwannee Athletic Booster Club.  

Tracie Daniels, Suwannee Storm Basketball, gave an overview of the Donkeyball Basketball game fund raiser.  Ms. Daniels addressed the concerns about the damage to the floor of the Coliseum.  She stated the donkeys are shod with special rubber shoes that will not damage the floor and the donkeys move very slowly and sometimes do not move at all.  She added they have clean-up people standing by at all times to clean up any waste eliminated by the animals.
Chairman Udell stated that the Coliseum floor was going to be refinished just before this event would take place and asked if they had liability insurance for any damage done to the facility.  Ms. Daniels replied they did not.  

Chairman Udell stated that since this is a school function, he would rather Ms. Daniel talk to the school about holding the fund raiser in the school gym.  Ms. Daniels responded they would like to use the Coliseum because of its location, it is easy to get to, and has plenty of parking available.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he felt that this event was no different that other rented events held in the Coliseum.
Commissioner Fowler mentioned the Fair Association and the Tractor Pull provide the County with liability insurance and since the school received part of the proceeds he felt it should be held at the school facility.
Commissioner Maxwell agreed with Commissioner Caruthers that the Coliseum is rented for other events, such as dances, but expressed his concern over the lack of liability insurance with this type of event.

Mr. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he had seen an event of this type and the donkeys are very slow but stressed the main issue was the liability insurance.  Mr. Wooley added he knew this type of special event insurance was extremely expensive which would probably devour their profit.

After more discussion, Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the use of the Coliseum on Saturday, November 15, 2008, for the Donkeyball Basketball fund raising event for Suwannee Storm Basketball and Suwannee Athletic Booster Club.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion failed 3-1 with Commissioner Caruthers in favor of.  
Agenda Item No. 14 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of a Contract Amendment Agreement with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) Division of Forestry.  

Roger Gill, Forest Area Supervisor, explained that the rate of $.03 per forest acre of fire protection in the County, mandated by Florida Statute, provided by the Division of Forestry has increased to $.07 per acre.  Mr. Gill advised that the acreage for the County had increased from 231,401 acres to 401,361 acres due to information obtained from the GIS system which includes grassland, pasture land, range land, etc.  He stated this was why the Contract had to be amended and the total the County would now pay the FDACS Division of Forestry for providing fire protection would be $28,095.27.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if this was included in the new budget.  Chairman Udell replied no because we did not know this information at budget time.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Contract Amendment Agreement with FDACS Division of Forestry.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2009-01)
At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and skipped to Agenda Item No. 21 which was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports to accommodate Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, because he could not be present later in the meeting due to prior commitments.  Mr. Dasher distributed the finalized FY 2009 Budget booklets to each Commissioner.  

Mr. Dasher announced that he had contacted all of the banks the County does business with and they had all assured him they are in good financial shape.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the County was insured if any did fail.  Mr. Dasher replied he was not a banker but he had positive reports from each bank the County deals with. 
At 10:07 a.m. Chairman Udell returned to Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for approval of an Agreement with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation, in the amount of $299,500.00, for the Florida Boating Improvement Program Grant (FBIP) for the Lake Louse Boat Ramp.  

Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, stated the County has been awarded this FBIP Grant for the Lake Louise Boat Ramp.  Mr. Scott advised this is a reimbursable grant and when these funds are expended the State will reimburse Suwannee County in full.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he had not seen any recent information showing the project plans and the $299,500.00 grant was not enough to complete the project according to prior estimates and asked what the intentions were for the additional money needed.  Mr. Scott replied the shortage was approximately $100,000.00 and the plan was to use district gas tax money for the remainder needed.

Commissioner Caruthers advised he had been busy paving roads and did not have any money in his District.  Also, the project was not located in his District.   He mentioned applying for other grants to help with the additional monies needed.  Mr. Scott replied that he was working on other grants.  He added Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, will prepare the final plans for the project.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he did not feel like enough homework had been done.

Chairman Udell emphatically stated the land was donated and he wanted the Lake Louise Boat Ramp built.  He advised that every District needs to participate each giving one-fifth of the money because people in every District in the County would be able to use it.  He added he would help with all of the money if needed and if legal for him to do so.

Commissioner Caruthers stated he did not agree with one-fifth of each District’s gas tax money going to this project.
Commissioner Fowler mentioned that the most important thing was to obtain permits first.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Agreement with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation, in the amount of $299,500.00, for the FBIP Grant for the Lake Louise Boat Ramp.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 3-1 with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.
Agenda Item No. 16 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a Resolution recognizing Suwannee County’s Sesquicentennial Anniversary, and encouraging all citizens to support the celebration and affiliated activities.  

Pam Wilkes, Chair – Suwannee County Historical Commission, stated they had already started celebrating the 150th anniversary of the creation of Suwannee County and would continue with numerous activities until the end of the year.
Mrs. Wilkes read the Resolution in its entirety.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution recognizing Suwannee County’s Sesquicentennial Anniversary, and encouraging all citizens to support the celebration and affiliated activities.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2009-01)

Agenda Item No. 17 was at 1:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, writing a letter to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) granting permission to Tricia Garcia to use County-owned boat ramps for the purpose of deadhead logging.  (Tricia Garcia, and Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director)
Chairman Udell announced that Agenda Item No. 17 had been withdrawn by Tricia Garcia due to incomplete relevant information. 

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Agenda Item No. 18 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 33, Emergency Agenda Items). 

There were three (3) items to consider.

A. Discuss, with possible Board action, the removal of Tracy Dowdy from the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.  (Paul Gamble, District 3 Volunteer Fire Governing Board member)

B. Consider approval of job description and pay scale for Casual Paramedic position, Level 1, for Fire Rescue, and approval to advertise for same.  (Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director)

C. Consider permission to waive fees for rescue unit for Florida High School Rodeo Association for rodeo event at Branford Rodeo Arena on October 10 & 11, 2008.  (Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director)

Commissioner Fowler moved to add the three (3) aforementioned items to 

the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was to approve the minutes of the following meetings:
A) Fire and Solid Waste Final Public Hearing held on September 8, 2008

B) Volunteer Fire Governing Board Workshop held on September 11, 2008

C) Regular Board Meeting held on September 16, 2008

D) Final Budget Hearing held on September 16, 2008

E) Recessed Board meeting held on September 25, 2008.
There were no additions or corrections.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes from the five above
 mentioned meetings as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 20 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            John Koch approached the podium and asked the Board to consider limiting the horsepower on boat motors on Lake Louise.

            Discussion followed as to how this could be done with all of the private homes located on Lake Louise that already have boats.

             Greg Scott, Parks& Recreation Director, advised he was in the process of doing a survey of what is required on private lakes.

            At 10:40 a.m. Chairman Udell readdressed Agenda Item No. 21 which was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
            There were none at this time.

             Mr. Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, had given his report earlier.

Agenda Item No. 22 was for Staff Reports.

A)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.
B) Katherine Allen, Extension Service Director, was not present.  Ms. Cathy Rogers reported in Ms. Allen’s absence.  

Ms. Rogers thanked the Board for the new computers which had greatly improved the efficiency of their office.  She mentioned that the old computers are being used in a computer lab for the 4-H’ers.
Ms. Rogers shared other activities and the upcoming events associated with the Extension Office.

C) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, reported they were still in the process of training the City Fire Department as first responders and that should be completed by the end of October.
Mr. Conner stressed the importance of finishing the volunteers’ fire fighter certification class as quickly as possible in order to have more certified fire fighters available.  He cited the recent fire in O’Brien and the fact that there were not enough certified fire fighters to handle this dangerous situation properly.  He expressed his grief over not being able to fully assist this resident in his time of need.  

Commissioner Caruthers mentioned checking or installing smoke detectors in homes as a preventive measure.  Mr. Conner replied he would look into conducting free smoke detector classes.  He added that Lowe’s and Wal-Mart will sometimes donate smoke detectors for this purpose.
D)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported on some personnel changes in his staff.
Mr. Hales stated over 2,000 people had attended the recent Arts Festival and thanked the Live Oak Art Guild for their assistance.

Mr. Hales reported the Friends of the Library will be conducting their annual Book Sale starting Thursday, October 9, 2008 through Saturday, October 11, 2008 and will continue the next week Thursday, October 16, 2008 through Saturday October 18, 2008.

Mr. Hales reported he has been spending a great deal of time at the Madison Library planning the new building in Lee and they are about ready to bid the project. 

E) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, reported the reconstruction project at Hales Park is ongoing.
Mr. Scott shared the other activities and upcoming events related to his department.
At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a tour of the Suwannee County Museum and lunch break.

At 1:00 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued Agenda Item No. 22 which was for Staff Reports.

F)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported on the lime rock mining situation.  Mr. Sikes advised there was approximately one year’s supply left now.  He stated that the Board had mentioned mining on other land but he had felt the County should stay with the Hatch Mine.  He stated he would like to rent the new track hoe machine for mining underwater rock that was demonstrated previously by Ring Power. He felt it should be used for a period of 30 days to really see how it works before the County spends $300,000.00 on purchasing the machine.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the cost to rent this machine for 30 days was within his budget allowance.  Mr. Sikes replied yes it is within the $3,500.00 Department Head limit. 
G)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report. 
Agenda Item No. 23 was to discuss, with possible Board action, advertising for bids for monitoring the Closed Landfill.  

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers advised the budget for this is over $100,000.00 and he wondered if it would be advantageous to bid this out.
Chairman Udell stated he felt that Mr. Frank Darabi, Engineer, had done a good job and he valued his work with DEP.  He stated he was not interested in making any changes.


Discussion ensued concerning DEP requirements and the fact that Mr. Darabi had worked with DEP in the past and was aware of their regulations.


Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, suggested that the Board ask Mr. Darabi to come to either a meeting or a workshop and discuss all of their concerns.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to table the issue until they could contact Mr. Darabi and schedule a time to meet with him.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 24 was to review, with possible Board action, the draft of the document regarding fill dirt regulations.  

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers stated he felt the drafted fill dirt document would be a good “insurance policy” for homeowners in older subdivisions.   He added the new subdivisions would not be included because they have storm water plans.

Chairman Udell stated that he had been told that it would cost a homeowner from $1,500.00 to $2,500.00 for an engineer to do this. 
Commissioner Maxwell suggested tabling the matter until the Commissioners could determine the costs.

Mr. Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that other counties do not have this and how would you regulate fill.  Mr. Wooley advised he felt it would be better to pursue a storm water permit instead.  He stated he had contacted Suwannee River Water Management but had gotten nowhere.  
Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, pointed out that this is a quite complicated and costly process.  Mr. Sikes stated there are many factors involved and engineers would have to do studies and layouts of the property.

After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Caruthers moved to table the issue and to readdress the matter at a future meeting.
At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Udell announced that Commissioner Randy Hatch had asked him to read into the record the following memorandum: 
MEMO:

TO:

CHAIRMAN UDELL

FROM:

RANDY HATCH

RE:

PERMISSION FOR ABSENCE FROM BOARD MEETING 

DOUG, AS YOU ARE BY NOW AWARE, THE TASK FORCE FOR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE FROM OPEC I FORMED AS PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES HAS CAUGHT A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF TRACTION. 

AS THE CHAIR OF THE REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL, I AM ALSO A

VOTING MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND WILL BE PRESENTING OUR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE ACTION PLAN TO THE ORGANIZATION FOR NATIONAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPLEMENTATION. 

AS THIS IS THE NUMBER ONE ISSUE IMPACTING THE SECURITY OF ALL AMERICANS AND HAS LED TO THE FAILURE OF OUR NATIONAL 

MONETARY INSTITUTIONS, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT I DELIVER MY 

STRATEGY TO OVERCOME OUR ADDICTION TO FOREIGN OIL FOR 

IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION TO THE GROUP CAPABLE OF SECURING THE CAPITAL INVESTMENT NECESSARY TO RESTORE THE FREEDOM AND 

SECURITY OUR NATION MUST RECLAIM. 

UNFORTUNATELY, MY OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THIS PRESENTATION CONFLICTS WITH OUR FIRST MEETING IN OCTOBER, SO WITH YOUR PERMISSION, I ASK TO BE EXCUSED FROM THAT MEETING. 

I SEE ON THE AGENDA THAT COMMISSIONER CARUTHERS IS ASKING FOR

AN INVESTIGATION INTO EXPENDITURES OF THE O'BRIEN VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT. I CONCUR. 

PLEASE ADD ALL OTHER VOLUNTEER STATIONS TO THE INVESTIGATION 

WITH SPECIFIC EMPHASIS ON THE POLICY OF PUTTING COUNTY GAS IN PERSONAL VEHICLES, RUNNING OF ILLEGAL LIGHT BARS, COMMISSION STRUCTURE ON UN·AUTHORIZED FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, HOLDING COUNTY PROPERTY IN PERSONAL POSSESSION WITHOUT COUNTY PROPERTY TAGS ATTACHED, VEHICLE REPAIRS OUTSIDE THE QUOTE OR BID SYSTEM AND MAKING PURCHASES WITHOUT SIGNED PURCHASE ORDERS OR EVEN SIGNING INVOICES. THANKS. 

Agenda Item No. 25 was to request investigation of the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department expenditures.  

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers called for a criminal investigation and suspension of Tracy Dowdy, O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department, until the end of the investigation. 
Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised the investigation would be done by the State Attorney.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he felt strongly that Commissioner Hatch should be present but something had to be done to stop the spending.  He advised the copies of invoices that he had were certainly out of the ordinary for the operation of the station.  He mentioned possibly placing a moratorium on spending at this reserve unit.
Commissioner Fowler stated he had been appalled at the ridiculous amount of expenditures and the enormous total owed.
Chairman Udell advised he would not uphold anyone in wrongdoing and pointed out that all of this spending took place before Mr. Conner was hired.  He stated he supported the investigation but felt that the issue should be tabled until  Commissioner Hatch could be present, especially since this station is in his District. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to do a criminal investigation on the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department, suspend Tracy Dowdy, for Mr. Conner to pick up the County vehicles, and to freeze spending at this reserve unit.  Commissioner Fowler seconded.
Discussion continued.
Commissioner Caruthers stated this had been going on too long and the Board needed to deal with the issue today even though Commissioner Hatch was not present.

Chairman Udell reiterated he vehemently opposed taking action today without Commissioner Hatch present. He stated he felt that a moratorium on spending at that station and retrieval of the County vehicles by Mr. Conner would serve the purpose today.
Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, pointed out that this was just a symptom of a bigger problem which is free lancing.  Mr. Conner asked for latitude to correct the problem.  Chairman Udell replied for Mr. Conner to do what he needed to do.
Commissioner Fowler withdrew his second and Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his original motion.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to suspend Tracy Dowdy from the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department, for Mr. Conner to pick up the County vehicles at this station and park them at his discretion, and to freeze this reserve unit from spending.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Udell stated the request for a criminal investigation of Station #42 (O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department) would be placed on the Agenda for the next regular Board meeting.

At 2:30 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

At 2:45 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 26 which was to consider approval to file an interpleader action with the Court to determine entitlement of overbid funds from the Tax Deed Sale. (Tax Deed Application No. 1418/2000-91; Domenic & Sherri Santilli).  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised he was not comfortable with paying the overbid funds in excess of $30,000.00 based on the information that he had.  Mr. Airth stated he was requesting an interpleader action to allow the Court to determine entitlement of these overbid funds.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve filing an interpleader action with the Court to determine entitlement of overbid funds from the Tax Deed Sale.  (Tax Deed Application No. 1418/2000-91; Domenic & Sherri Santilli).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 27 was to consider approval to advertise for bids for the resurfacing of Philadelphia Baptist Church Road.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported this road project was ready to bid out.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve advertising for bids for the resurfacing of Philadelphia Baptist Church Road.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 28 was to consider approval to advertise for bids for the reconstruction of Walker Avenue.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reminded the Board this was a joint venture with the City of Live Oak.  Mr. Sikes advised the City has decided to postpone their portion until next budget year but he recommended that the County go ahead with their part.  He added there should be sufficient money to cover the County’s part; however, paving Bass Road to Walker will require completely new construction and the County may have to do some in-kind services to accomplish that.  He stated Suwannee Valley Electric will have to move the power line and told him they would move it free of charge if given a ten-foot easement.
Commissioner Fowler moved to advertise for bids for the reconstruction of Walker Avenue.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider approval to advertise for bids for the widening and resurfacing of CR 249 (Nobles Ferry Road).  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported this project is finally ready to bid.  
Commissioner Caruthers mentioned several water issues that needed resolving along this roadway while this work was being done.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising for bids for the widening and resurfacing of CR 249 (Nobles Ferry Road).  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   
Agenda Item No. 30 was to consider approval of a Hold Harmless Agreement with Florida Power Corporation d/b/a Progress Energy Florida, Inc. for the re-clearing of one of its main transmission lines that crosses Suwannee River Water Management District lands.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported that this Agreement is regarding the use of the old abandoned truss bridge at Suwannee Springs for the power company to clear one of its main transmission lines.  Mr. Wooley stated this Agreement would protect the County from any liability should any problems occur from the usage of the old abandoned bridge.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Hold Harmless Agreement with Florida Power Corporation d/b/a Progress Energy Florida, Inc. for the re-clearing of one of its main transmission lines that crosses Suwannee River Water Management District lines.   Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No, 2009-Pending)
Agenda Item No. 31 was to consider approval of a State and Federally-funded Subgrant Agreement, in the amount of $110,573.00, with the State of Florida, Division of Emergency Management, for Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance (EMPA).  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the County was awarded this grant for EMPA but was warned not to spend it yet.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the State and Federally-funded Subgrant Agreement, in the amount of $110,573.00, with the State of Florida, Division of Emergency Management, for Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance (EMPA).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Agreement No. 2009-Pending)
Agenda Item No. 32 was to consider approval of a State-funded Subgrant Agreement, in the amount of $2,123.00, with the State of Florida, Division of Emergency Management, for Hazardous Materials Hazards Analysis Updates.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised this is an annual grant and is the same amount as it was last year.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the state-funded Subgrant Agreement in the amount of $2,123.00 with the State of Florida, Division of Emergency Management, for Hazardous Materials Hazards Analysis Updates.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2009-Pending)
Agenda Item No. 33 was for Emergency Agenda Items.
There were three (3) to hear.

A.  Discuss with possible Board action, the removal of Tracy Dowdy from 

the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.  (Paul Gamble, District 3 Volunteer Fire Governing Board member) 


Chairman Udell stated the issue was moot now because Tracy Dowdy had already been suspended earlier in the meeting.


B.  Consider approval of job description and pay scale for Casual Paramedic position, Level 1, for Fire Rescue, and approval to advertise for same.  


Mr. Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director and Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, had prepared this job description and it had been approved through the Labor Attorney.

Mr. Conner advised this would save the County a tremendous amount of overtime.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the job description and pay scale for Casual Paramedic position, Level 1, for Fire Rescue, and to approve advertising for same.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


C.  Consider permission to waive fees for a rescue unit for the Florida High School Rodeo Association for the rodeo event at the Branford Rodeo Arena on October 10 & 11, 2008. 
Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated he was not sure how this

worked.


Commissioner Maxwell stated the County usually had a unit available at football games and various annual functions around the County.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to grant permission to waive fees for a rescue unit for the Florida High School Rodeo Association for the rodeo event at the Branford Rodeo Arena on October 10 & 11, 2008.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 34 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Maxwell asked County Attorney Airth if he had read the contract concerning wildlife control, specifically about the beaver problem.  Mr. Airth replied he had not had time yet but he would between now and the next Board meeting.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
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