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September 15, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	9/15/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               664,348.68 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               581,681.83 

	117
	
	 $                   6,857.40 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                      113.39 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   6,657.89 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 39,912.41 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,657.26 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   4,955.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               142,797.14 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               206,237.81 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 42,193.59 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   8,000.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   9,138.26 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 18,172.70 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 68,254.20 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,803,977.56 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve a Release of Lien for Megan Musgrove, a/k/a Megan Henry, SHIP Client.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve a State and Federal Funded Subgrant Agreement in the amount of $102,724.00, with the Florida Division of Emergency Management, for the enhancement of Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office Division of Emergency Management.
Commissioner Udell recused from voting on agenda item No.1 due to a conflict of interest regarding an invoice for transport to the medical examiner.

Chairman Caruthers announced agenda item No. 1 will be voted on separately from agenda items No. 2 and 3.  

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining from voting.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 2 and 3.  Commissioner Fowler seconded.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he had a question regarding Agenda Item No. 3 and withdrew his motion.  Commissioner Fowler withdrew his second.

Chairman Caruthers called for a vote on Agenda Item No. 2, a release of lien for Megan Musgrove a SHIP Client.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 2.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Maxwell stated his question was regarding Agenda Item No. 1, and did not have any objections to the approval of Agenda Item No. 3.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 3.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Maxwell advised in Agenda Item No. 1 there was and invoice for $16,834 to be paid to Brooksville, and inquired to the reason for the charges.

Commissioner Udell asked if the motion for Agenda Item No. 1 could be revisited.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated the Item could only be revisited by Board members who voted on the Agenda Item.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to revisit Agenda Item No. 1 to reconsider payment of invoice for Brooksville.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining from voting.
It was the consensus of the Board not to pay the invoice from Brooksville until the matter is clarified.

 Commissioner Maxwell moved to pay all invoices but the Brooksville invoice until the matter is clarified.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining from voting.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 4 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to advertise for Part-Time Library Aide II position for Branford Public Library.  

Shirley Clark, Branford Library Manager, advised a part-time position had become available at the Branford Public Library and therefore she was requesting approval to advertise for a this position.  Mrs. Clark stated the staff position needs to be filled to maintain the library’s current hours of operation.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve advertising for Part-Time Library Aide II position for Branford Public Library.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 5 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request for use of Exhibition II for administering H1N1 Virus (Swine Flu) Vaccinations.  

Jerry Combass, Florida Department of Health, advised the Suwannee County Health Department was requesting use of Exhibition II for administering H1N1 Virus (Swine Flu) vaccinations in the County.  Mr. Combass stated a tentative vaccination schedule had been provided to the Board.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Combass if he had coordinated his request through County staff.

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised there was no conflict with allowing use of the Exhibition II building.  

Mr. Combass advised the vaccine was not yet available for distribution; however, the Health Department needed priority for the use of the building.

Commissioner Udell suggested authority be granted to Mr. McLean, County Coordinator, to grant permission to the Health Department to make use of the building when the vaccine is available.

Chairman Caruthers asked if the Board retained the rights to cancel other events that may be ongoing in the building at the time the vaccine becomes available.

Mrs. Kasey Stewart advised the application needed to hold events in Exhibition Building II has a clause granting the Board the authority to cancel any rental for County needs...
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Combass how many reported cases were in Suwannee County.

Mr. Combass replied to date six cases of H1N1 had been confirmed in the County. 

Commissioner Udell moved to grant authority to Mr. McLean, County Coordinator, to facilitate the use of the Coliseum Complex buildings to house the Suwannee County Health Department for administering H1N1 Virus (Swine Flu) vaccinations in the County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 6 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of annual agreement between the Board of County Commissioners and the Florida Department of Health for the operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for Fiscal Year 2009-2010.  

Kim Pepper, Business Manager II, Suwannee County Health Department, advised the agreement was the annual agreement between the Board of County Commissioners and the Florida Department of Health for the operation of the Suwannee County Health Department.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the annual agreement between the Board of County Commissioners and the Florida Department of Health for the operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for Fiscal Year 2009-2010.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss insurance renewal with the Florida League of Cities for County’s General Liability, Property & Automobile Insurance and Worker’s Compensation Insurance.  

Lee Harvard, B.W. Helvenston & Sons Insurance, advised the County’s prior renewal of insurance with the Florida League of Cities had proven beneficial as the County had received a decrease of $51,115 in premiums, and still received comprehensive coverage at competitive pricing.
The Board thanked Mr. Harvard for the information presented.

No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, directing County Attorney to draft an ordinance allowing the Property Appraiser to grant a reduction in the assessed value of homestead property for property owners who provide living quarters for their parents or grandparents.  

Mr. John Mullin, Branford Resident, advised Florida Statutes allowed for a reduction to be granted for property owners who provide living quarters for their parents or grandparents, and stated an ordinance was required to allow reductions to be granted to allow such reduction in the County.

Commissioner Udell stated the exemption can only be granted so long as the family member being cared for was still living in the residence.

Discussion ensued with various County residents recounting their experiences with this issue.
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated further research should be done on the topic before an ordinance is enacted.

Commissioner Fowler moved to table the issue until the next Board meeting.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for roof for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-08)  (Bids were opened during September 1, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield, advised the Bid Review Committee’s recommendation was to reject all bids and to readvertise for new bids on the roof project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.
Commissioner Udell moved to reject all bids on the roof project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter and to readvertise for bids on the same.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for rock and concrete for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-09)  (Bids were opened during September 1, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Jay Hatfield, advised the Bid Review Committee’s recommendation was to award the bid for rock and concrete to Columbia Ready Mix.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve awarding the bid for rock and concrete to Columbia Ready Mix.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, asked Mr. Hatfield the price for this bid.

Mr. Hatfield replied the bid was concrete for $85/yard and rock for $95/yard.


Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for galvanized corrugated metal pipe.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-11)  (Bids were opened during September 1, 2009 Board meeting.)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Bid Review’s Committee recommendation was to award the bid for galvanized corrugated metal pipe to Gulf Atlantic.  Mr. Sikes stated Gulf Atlantic had not provided a bid price on two kinds of 12” pipe; however these kind of 12” pipes are rarely used and could be purchased as needed.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve awarding the bid for galvanized corrugated metal pipe to Gulf Atlantic. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for batteries.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-10) (Bids were opened during September 1, 2009 Board meeting.)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Bid Review Committee’s recommendation was to award the bid for batteries to Battery Distributor Southeast.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approved awarding the bid for batteries to Battery Distributor Southeast.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried 4-0, Commissioner Udell stepped out.
Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, to make application for Suwannee County Land Development Regulations (LDR’s) amendment regarding extensions for preliminary plats.  
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this topic had been discussed during the last Board meeting.  Mr. Meeks presented the Board his recommendation for granting one 24 month extension for preliminary plats after the first year has lapsed.  Mr. Meek stated the extension would be granted with the stipulation that a presentation be given to the Board every year.  Mr. Meeks added that total span of approval will not exceed three years.
Discussion ensued regarding the number and lengths of the extensions.  The consensus of the Board was to grant two extensions for one year each.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve making application for Suwannee County Land Development Regulations (LDR’s) amendment regarding extensions for preliminary plats.  Commissioner Wainwright second and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:03 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:15 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 14 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 23, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There were 2 items to consider.

A) Acceptance of grant award in the amount of $16,472.00, for FY 09 Edward

Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program for Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.

B) Consider approval of Mutual Aid Agreement with Century Ambulance 

Services, Inc. for mutual aid in emergency medical care for citizens in 

Suwannee County. 

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve adding the two above mentioned items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 15 was to approve minutes of a workshop held on August 26, 2009, and of regular meeting held on September 1, 2009.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve, as written, the minutes of a workshop held on August 26, 2009, and of regular meeting held on September 1, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

There were none.
ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 was for Constitutional Officers’ Report.  

There were none.
Agenda Item No. 18 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised she had attended a 

conference for Extension Professionals of Florida dealing with adversity.  Ms. Allen further advised a meet your farmer dinner will be held tonight at Advent Christian Village, to promote purchase of products from local farmers.  
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised Suwannee River Water 

Management District had approved the permit for the Luraville Fire Station. 

Commissioner Wainwright asked if the well to be used at this location will be one that can be used by the Fire Trucks.


Mr. Conner replied the goal was to have a well that can be used by the Fire Trucks, not just a residential well.


Chairman Caruthers instructed Mr. Conner to begin the advertising process for bids on construction of the Luraville Fire Station.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
e) Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised work on the roof and AC 

at the Extension Office building was complete, and work was currently being done to the front porch of the building. 

Mr. McLean stated work on the Catalyst Project was ongoing, and a master plan for the property would be needed that included the County property and the adjacent land.


Mr. McLean further advised the Board on the ongoing problem with the loss of water through the pipe system located at the County Jail, and stated he was working in obtaining a new design to replace the one currently being used.  


Mr. McLean stated FDOT carried out the annual inspection of the County Airport.  Mr. McLean addressed a $700,000 grant from FDOT to restore the old train depot, and asked the Board what action it planned to take with regards to this building; and added that FDOT will administer the grant.


Chairman Caruthers advised some engineering work for the train depot had already been done in connection with other grants.

Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised he had the pertinent information for this grant, and would provide the information to Mr. McLean at his request.

f) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, stated the Skate Park at the 

Sportsplex would be opening today at 5:30 p.m.  Mr. Scott advised work on the walkway had also been completed, and the tennis courts were 80% completed.

Mr. Scott offered use of a well located at the Sportsplex for use by Fire Rescue.

g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
Agenda Item No. 19 was to discuss, with possible Board action, guidance from Board regarding Fire Assessments.  
Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, asked the Board how it wished to split the Fire Assessment between Fire and EMS.
Chairman Caruthers stated a study on the issue should be carried out by Nabors and Giblin on how to divide the Fire Assessment.

It was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Conner, Public Safety Director, and Mr. McLean, County Coordinator, to work with Nabors and Giblin in carrying out a study on how to divide the Fire Assessment.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for permission to advertise for two (2) Firefighter/EMT and/or Firefighter/Paramedic positions for Suwannee County Fire Rescue.  
Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised Mr. Jack Corbin had retired and Mr. Anthony Capora had taken a new job with NASA.  Mr. Conner stated he would attempt to hire paramedic/firefighters to replace the two open positions.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for two Firefighter/EMT and/or Firefighter/Paramedic positions for Suwannee County Fire Rescue.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 21 was for authorization to advertise for bids for the reconstruction of County Road 417.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this project was being funded by a FDOT grant for which the County has to match 50%.  Mr. Sikes further advised the amount of the grant had been increased from $338,000 to $617,721.  Mr. Sikes stated the road would be widened and resurfaced, for an approximate cost of $568,816.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve authorization to advertise for bids for the reconstruction of County Road 417.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider adoption of resolution increasing the reimbursement rates for travel per mile and per diem to be paid to county employees and county officials working under the Board  of County Commissioners, pursuant to Chapter 112.061 (6) Florida Statutes.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this item ha been discussed during the County Personnel Policy workshop, and would set new rates for travel and per diem for employees.  Mr. McLean stated the change in travel per mile will be from 40 cents to 44.5 cents per mile; and a per diem for breakfast will be $6, lunch $11, and dinner $19.  Mr. McLean stated this change in rates will bring the County up to State standards.
Commissioner Udell moved to approved adoption of resolution increasing the reimbursement rates for travel per mile and per diem to be paid to county employees and county officials working under the Board of County Commissioners, pursuant to Chapter 112.061 (6) Florida Statutes.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded for discussion.

Mr. Fronz Mets, County resident, asked the County Attorney’s opinion on this issue.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated the State allows Counties to adopt any rates so long as they are not less than the rates established by the State during Fiscal Year 2005-06.  Mr. Airth added the Board did not have to adopt the resolution because it is currently paying the rates established during Fiscal Year 2005-06.
After discussion the Board voted on the motion set by Commissioner Udell, and it failed 1-4 with Commissioner Udell in favor.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were 2 items to discuss.

A) Acceptance of grant award in the amount of $16,472.00, for FY 09 Edward

Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program for Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve Acceptance of grant award in the amount of $16,472.00, for FY 09 Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program for Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Consider approval of Mutual Aid Agreement with Century Ambulance 

Services, Inc. for mutual aid in emergency medical care for citizens in Suwannee County. 


Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised the County Attorney had reviewed and approved the agreement.


Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised the agreement stated no payment was to be made between Century Ambulance and the County for services provided.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement with Century Ambulance Services, Inc. for mutual aid in emergency medical care for citizens in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 24 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
There were none.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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