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September 8, 2009 

Tentative Budget Hearing

City Hall Annex

Live Oak, Florida


5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Tentative Budget Hearing , and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, Leeta Bronson, Chief Deputy Clerk, Neena Funacelli, Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the Tentative Budget Hearing to order at 5:15 p.m. Clerk Barry Baker led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
Clerk Barry Baker advised the Board if the proposed millage rate of 8.5095 is approved it would generate a budget of $48,735,864 and there would be no increase from the rollback rate.  
At 5:25 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing. 
Mr. John Lacquey asked for an explanation of the rollback rate.

Clerk Baker explained the rollback rate was the millage rate by which the County could produce the same amount of taxes as it did in the previous year.  
Mr. Craig Johnston asked the Board if property value had been reduced in the County, why his notice of proposed taxes did not show a decrease compared to the previous year.
Clerk Baker explained the reason was because this year the rollback rate had been used as the proposed millage rate, therefore the taxes collected last year would the same as the proposed taxes for this year.

Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised that the purpose of the Tentative Budget Hearing was to decide on a millage rate change and the notice of proposed taxes was not the final tax bill.
Mr. Frank Mets stated the County did not have alternative sources of revenue due to a lack of business growth.  He stated the County cannot continue to increase the millage rate, instead it should create incentives to attract businesses to the County.
Chairman Caruthers advised the County had recently purchased 100 acres of land for the Catalyst Project which will help promote business growth in the County.

At 5:35 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Fowler stated since 1982 the Board had never set a millage rate below 8.000 mils, and proposed to set the millage rate at 8.000 for this fiscal year.
Commissioner Wainwright stated the Board understood the need for business growth in the County; however, services are needed to attract businesses and services are funded through taxes.

Commissioner Maxwell advised the County provides tax abetments to businesses based on the number of jobs they will provide and their location within the County.

At 5:53 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed public comments recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing, and convened the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU Governing Board Hearing.
Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, announced the proposed rate for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal would remain at $130.00 per household, which was the same rate as last year.

At 5:54 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 5:54 pm. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal assessment rate of $130.00 per household.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2009-45)
At 5:56 p.m. the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU Governing Board Hearing was adjourned.

At 5:56 p.m. Chairman Caruthers convened the Fire Protective Services MSBU  
Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, announced the proposed rates for Fire Protective Services were as follows; 

Residential                                      $39.0203 per dwelling unit.

Non-Residential                              $0.0732 per square foot up to 40,000 sq. ft. 

Transient                                         $140.0988 per unit.

Land less than 160 acres                 $12.4356 per parcel.

Land more than 160 acres               $0.0953 per acre.

Mr. Bo Hancock asked about the rate difference between land less than 160 acres, and land more than 160 acres.
Commissioner Wainwright advised the rate for land less than 160 acres was a total amount for a parcel, whereas land more than 160 acres paid the stated rate per acre.

At 5:58 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 5:59 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the Fire Protective Services assessment rates as presented.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2009-46)
At 6:00 p.m. the Fire Protective Services MSBU Governing Board Hearing was adjourned.

At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to accept the recommended MSBU Board Fire Protective Services assessment rates as presented.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to accept the recommended MSBU Board Solid Waste Collection and Disposal assessment rate of $130.00 per household.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Clerk Barry Baker advised if the Board approved the proposed millage rate of 8.000 would produce a proposed budget of $48,013,319, and contingency funds would be reduced to approximately $1 Million.  Clerk Baker further advised a millage rate of 8.000 would be a 5.99% reduction from the rollback rate of 8.5095.
Commissioner Fowler moved to set the tentative millage rate at 8.0000 mills.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed. (See Resolution No. 2009-51)
Clerk Baker stated with a millage rate of 8.0000 the proposed budget would be $48,013,319.

Commissioner Fowler moved to accept the proposed budget of $48,013,319.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed. (See Resolution No. 2009-52)
At 6:08 Chairman Caruthers recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing and convened the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board Hearing.

Mr. McLean, County Coordinator, presented the Board with the proposed resolution for the 147th Road MSBU for the year 2009.  
At 6:10 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.
There were no public comments.

At 6:10 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the proposed resolution for 147th Road MSBU for the year 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2009-47)
Mr. McLean presented the Board with the proposed resolution for 113th Road/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU for the year 2009.

At 6:11 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 6:11 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adopt the proposed resolution for 113th Road/122nd Terrace/122nd Trail MSBU for the year 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2009-48)
Mr. McLean presented the Board with the proposed resolution for 133rd Lane MSBU for the year 2009.

At 6:12 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.
There were no public comments.

At 6:12 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adopt the proposed resolution for 133rd Lane MSBU for the year 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2009-49)
Mr. McLean presented the Board with the proposed resolution for 78th Street/76th Terrace MSBU for the year 2009.

At 6:13 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.

There were no public comments.

At 6:13 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the proposed resolution for 78th Street/76th Terrace MSBU for the year 2009.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2009-50)
At 6:15 p.m. the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board was adjourned. 

At 6:16 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to accept all of the recommendations from the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Clerk Baker thanked staff and all Department Directors for all the work done in creating the budget.

Chairman Caruthers announced the Final Budget Hearing would be held on September 22, 2009 at the Live Oak City Hall at 5:15 p.m.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adjourn the Tentative Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business the Tentative Budget Hearing was adjourned at 6:26 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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