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September 1, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Chairman Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	9/1/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               650,855.92 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 32,619.86 

	117
	
	 $                   4,769.28 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,257.67 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   7,272.78 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 37,719.22 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,571.01 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               151,731.15 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 74,364.09 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 34,468.59 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   8,916.55 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 36,526.31 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 40,571.71 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,099,644.14 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to grant Permission for Chairman to sign a letter of support for continued funding for providing services for elderly citizens for Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 3 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids, for a septic system for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-07)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield advised there had been a mandatory pre-bid meeting where specifications had been provided on this project; however, there had been a change to the engineering plans and now two systems will be put in place.
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised if the specifications for the project had been changed after the pre-bid meeting then the Board should reject all bids and readvertise. 

Commissioner Udell moved to reject all bids and readvertise for a septic system for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 4 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids, for a roof for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-08)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield advised there were two bids for the roof project for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  
The bids were as follows;

1. Trist Construction   Key Stone Heights, Fl   $27,724.00

Mr. Hatfield advised the bid by W.B. Howland was divided into three parts of $3,797.48, $4598.65, $1,222.00 for a total of $9,618.13.
Mr. Hatfield stated the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and will present a recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 5 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids, for rock/concrete for the Suwannee County Animal Shelter.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-09)  
Mr. Jay Hatfield advised there was one bid by Columbia Ready Mix providing the prices for concrete at $87 per yard, and $95 per yard of rock.
Mr. Hatfield stated the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and will present a recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 6 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids, for galvanized corrugated metal pipe.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-11)  
Mr. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there were three bids for galvanized corrugated metal pipe and the bids were provided with individual pricing for seven specific pipe sizes.  Mr. Sikes advised the bids by Metal Culverts were for aluminized pipes.
The bids were as follows, and Mr. Sikes read each price for the record:


1. Contech Contractors      Pinellas, Fl

2. Gulf Atlantic Culvert Company      Tampa Bay, Fl
3. Metal Culverts Inc.
       Jefferson City, Mo
Mr. Sikes advised all bid would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids, for batteries.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-10)  
Mr. T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there was only one bid by Battery Distributor Southeast from Jacksonville, Fl.  Mr. Sikes stated the cumulative total for the bid was $746.00.
Mr. Sikes stated the bid would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee and a recommendation will be presented to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of Fiscal Year 2010 State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreement for Suwannee County Libraries and for Regional Libraries.  
Mr. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised the Grant Agreement was for Suwannee County Libraries and for Regional Libraries.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2010 State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreement for Suwannee County Libraries and for Regional Libraries.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, a donation by County to the Florida Highway Patrol.  (Tabled during August 18, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Corporal Harry Weaver Jr., Florida Highway Patrol, advised last meeting a citizen requested the percent of citations given on County surface roads.  He stated an accurate report could not be provided but approximately 30% of citations written in the County are on surface roads.
Commissioner Maxwell asked how many radar units were being requested as a donation.

Corporal Weaver replied the original request was for three radar units and three laser units, and stated the quote provided to the Board offered a total price of $9,237 for three radar units and a total price of $6,276.00 for three laser units.

Commissioner Fowler stated the County previously bought equipment for the FHP and received funding from citations written in the County; however, the County no longer receives the same amount of funding from citations written.

Commissioner Maxwell stated $12 of every citation written returns to the County, and suggested the Board provide FHP with the requested laser units if the full request can not be granted.
Commissioner Udell advised the cost of transport to the medical examiner and autopsies from fatalities due to traffic accidents will cost the County more money than granting the FHP request for equipment.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the donation by County to the Florida Highway Patrol of three radar units and three laser units.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.

Commissioner Wainwright stated the Board was requesting staff to cut departmental budgets to balance the budget, and did not see how the request could be funded.

Chairman Caruthers advised if the Board approves the request the funding required for the purchase will have to come from contingency funds.

Commissioner Udell stated the equipment provided to FHP will save the County money, as a reduction in traffic accidents can lead to reductions of calls Fire Rescue may respond to that are not fire related.
Commissioner Wainwright asked why the State did not equip FHP vehicles.
Corporal Weaver replied the State had purchased 200 radar units to be used by FHP; however, there were far more troopers than radar units available.  He sated traditionally FHP has depended on County support to obtain the required equipment.

Mr. Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, advised he had contacted other Clerks on this issue and it was the case where the County bought and owned the equipment and loaned it to FHP vehicles operating within the County.
Chairman Caruthers stated if the County purchased the equipment a bid process would be necessary.  Chairman Caruthers asked if the County could donate the money necessary for FHP to make the purchase.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, replied the County could donate the funding necessary for the purchase.

Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.  Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.

Commissioner Udell moved to donate to the Florida Highway Patrol with $9,237 and $6,276 to purchase the requested equipment.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Fowler opposed.
Commissioner Wainwright asked what will be the source of funding for the donation.

Chairman Caruthers stated the balance from the communication fund and the remainder will be from the contingency fund.

Commissioner Udell stated the Board should allocate funds for future similar requests.
Commissioner Fowler stated he did not see the need to purchase the equipment, and further state the request should have been made during budget workshops not after the Board had already set a budget.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider recommendation by the Suwannee County Affordable Housing Advisory Committee regarding the adoption of resolution not allowing mobile and manufactured homes to become eligible housing under the SHIP Local Housing Assistance Plan, therefore making them ineligible for SHIP funding assistance.  
Mr. Matt Pearson, Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., advised the Local Housing Committee stood by the original recommendation to not provide assistance to purchase mobile homes built after 1994.
Chairman Caruthers did not agree with the Housing Committee’s recommendation, as he felt it removed a section of the population from receiving aid.

Commissioner Udell asked the reasons for the Housing Committee’s recommendation.
Mr. Pearson stated one of the reasons for the decision was the different manufacturing standards for mobile homes.

Chairman Caruthers recommended that mobile homes manufactured since 2005 should be considered for repair assistance.
Commissioner Fowler stated the Board should consider a window of years for mobile homes that may qualify for repairs, as opposed to using a manufacturing date.
Commissioner Fowler moved to allow mobile homes four years old or newer to become eligible housing under the SHIP Local Housing Assistance Plan.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Maxwell opposed.

Commissioner Maxwell stated the Board appointed the Local Housing Committee to provide the Board with recommendations, and the Board should follow their recommendation.

At 10:03 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:17 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and announced a resolution will need to be written for the last agenda item discussed.  Chairman Caruthers requested the Board’s permission to sign the resolution when it is complete.

It was the consensus of the Board to grant permission for the Chairman to sign the resolution when it is complete.

Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, asked who would author the new resolution.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated he would write the needed resolution. 
Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider request of adoption of resolution requesting Florida Community Trust’s reconsideration of critical Rule 9K-7 changes and approve submitting a 2010 FCT Grant Application for the Sandy Point Fish Camp.  
Mr. Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, stated if the County obtains the grant he requested the money earned from the property to be reinvested on the Sandy Point Project.

Mr. Richard Rubin, Synergy Solutions, stated the first time the County applied for the grant there were comp plan amendments that were needed that kept the County from receiving the grant.  He added the County passed the appropriate comp plan amendments to remain competitive towards the grant; however last year the State cut funding for the grant.   Mr. Rubin advised the Governor had returned funding for the grant, although the legislature will reconsider if the grant can be funded.
Mr. Rubin stated there had been changes made to the application process that made it difficult for the County to apply for the grant, it furthers reduces the points awarded to small counties while increases the maintenance and construction cost of projects, and it states that management of public parks be carried out by County staff.

Mr. Rubin requested the Board approve the resolution stating their support in requesting Florida Community Trust’s reconsideration of the recent changes to the grant application rules.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt resolution requesting Florida Community Trust’s reconsideration of critical Rule 9K-7 changes and approve submitting a 2010 FCT Grant Application for the Sandy Point Fish Camp.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Fowler suggested Mr. Rubin and Mr. Canada contact the Small County Coalition to assist with this issue.

Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of extension of preliminary plat for Carriage Place Phase II in District 1.  
Mr. Ronnie Poole, advised the original preliminary plat for Carriage Place Phase II was done in 2006, and since then it has been extended once.  Mr. Poole requested from the Board an approval for another extension on the preliminary plat.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Ronal Meeks if the LDRs do not provide Mr. Poole with any further extensions.
Mr. Meeks replied approval of the preliminary plat makes it valid for 12 months, after which time the Board can approve an additional 12 months extension on the plat.  Mr. Meeks stated in September 2008 Mr. Poole received a Board approved extension on the preliminary plat per the LDRs.  

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Meeks if the Board could grant Mr. Poole another extension on the preliminary plat.
Mr. Meeks replied the LDRs as written state the Board can only grant an extension of 12 months on a preliminary plat only once.
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board should be careful in not setting precedent of the Board overriding established LDRs.
Commissioner Wainwright expressed his worry at setting precedent, and stated LDR language should be restructured to reflect economic situation as an emergency where the Board can act.
Mr. Meeks advised the LDRs should be amended to provide alternatives beyond the single extension currently granted by the LDRs.

Mr. Airth advised an LDR amendment was a separate issue that must be addressed at a different time.  Mr. Airth added that a cut off date on extensions needed to be stated; otherwise preliminary plats could be extended indefinitely.

Commissioner Fowler stated the Board should follow rules and regulations and could not support any Board action on the issue.

Commissioner Udell moved to grant an extension of preliminary plat for Carriage Place Phase II in District 1 for an additional 12 months due to the economic downturn.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Wainwright opposed.
Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discuss, with possible Board action, creating an application for vacation and annulment of subdivision plats and adoption of resolution establishing a fee for the same.  
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated LDR Section 5.13 provides for vacating and abandoning plats; however an application process and fees were not available.  Mr. Meeks requested the Board’s approval to create an application process for vacation and annulment of subdivision plants, and to adopt a resolution to establish the necessary fees.  He advised the fees for vacation and annulment of subdivision plats will be $650.
Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, recommended the wording “all or part” of a plat be added in the resolution.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Meeks who could apply for this process, and if the fees were adequate to cover the cost of County expenses.

Mr. Meeks replied the fees were adequate to cover cost, and property owners would be able to apply for the process.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve creating an application for vacation and annulment of subdivision plats and adoption of resolution establishing a fee for the same, subject to change recommended by the County Attorney.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Tim Alcorn asked Mr. Meeks if the $650 fee was for the partial or complete vacating and annulments of subdivisions.

Mr. Meeks replied the fee was for both partial and complete vacation and annulments. 

Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, asked Mr. Meeks if all the individual owner of a subdivision wished to vacate a subdivision would that be allowable.

Mr. Meeks replied if more than 10% of the lots in a subdivision are sold the subdivision can not be vacated or annulled. 

Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval to submit application for E911 Rural County Grant Program, in the amount of $5,600.00, for Exacom Warranty.  
Mr. James Robinson, 911 Coordinator, advised this was a non matching grant used for maintenance of the 911 system.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve submittal of an application for E911 Rural County Grant Program, in the amount of $5,600.00, for Exacom Warranty.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval to submit application for E911 Rural County Grant Program, in the amount of $17,998.76, for MicroDATA Annual Maintenance.  
Mr. James Robinson, 911 Coordinator, advised this was a non matching grant for systems maintenance as required by Legislature.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve submittal of an application for E911 Rural County Grant Program, in the amount of $17,998.76, for MicroDATA Annual Maintenance.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval to submit application for E911 Rural County Grant Program, in the amount of $2,500.00, for Conference Grant.  
Mr. James Robinson, 911 Coordinator, advised this grant was paid by the State used to encourage further education.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve submittal of an application for E911 Rural County Grant Program, in the amount of $2,500.00, for Conference Grant.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discussion regarding no tax rate increases.  
Mr. Alex Winnett requested the Board not raise the millage rate beyond last year’s rate.  He asked the Board if they could state their position on a millage rate.
Commissioner Fowler stated the Board could not vote on the issue prior to the scheduled public hearing.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, further advised the Board can not state a position on an issue prior to the scheduled public hearing.
At 11:10 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 11:25 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting can continued with Agenda Item No. 18 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 28, Emergency Agenda Items.)

A) Discuss, with possible board action, advertise Request of Qualifications (RFQ) for grant consulting/writing services for Suwannee County.  (Murphy McLean, County Coordinator.)

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, if this item could be 

added as a regular agenda item No. 23 dealing with RFQ for professional services, and not as an emergency agenda item.


Mr. Airth replied the agenda item could be made part of the regular agenda item No. 23.


It was the Board’s consensus to discuss this item as a part of agenda item No 23, and not an emergency item.
Agenda Item No. 19 was to approve minutes of regular meeting held on August 4, 2009, and of recessed budget workshop on August 12, 2009, and of regular meeting held on August 18, 2009.

Commissioner Fowler stated the minutes of the August 18, 2009 meeting indicate he was present, although he was not present at the meeting.

Commissioner Wainwright noted the minutes of the August 18, 2009 meeting on page 21 it was his intent to seek RFQs on all professional services and not to simply replace a service provider without the appropriate procedures.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the minutes, subject to noted changes, of the regular meeting held on August 4, 2009 and of recessed budget workshop on August 12, 2009, and of regular meeting held on August 18, 2009.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

[Note: Corrections were made as requested by Deputy Clerk Jhony Cuenca]
Agenda Item No. 20 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

Ms. Krista Pusateri, Director of Business Development, stated she represented Baily, Bishop and Lane a surveying, engineering and planning company located in Lake City, Fl which was interested in working with the County, and would like the opportunity to provide their professional services to the County.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 22 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, was not present, and 

information was presented by Mr. Murphy McLean.  Mr. McLean advised Ms. Allen was attending an Extension Professionals Conference.  Mr. McLean announced on September 15, 2009 Advent Christian Village will hold a farmer’s presentation, and on September 22 -23 SHIP Assistance classes will be held at the extension office from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, had nothing to report.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.
e) Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised he had met with the

adjacent land owners to the Catalyst Project and discussed adjoining properties availability to have future growth for the Catalyst site.  He further advised he met with CSX to discuss placing a turn rail at the Catalyst Project site.  

Mr. McLean stated the roof repairs to the Extension Office had been completed, as well as, the repair to the AC units in the building, and currently maintenance was working on the entrance to the building.


Mr. McLean advised he met with Florida Power and Light and discussed conducting an energy audit on County facilities.  

f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, advised Mr. Earl Carter had 

received and award for volunteer work in the County.  Mr. Scott advised construction at the Sportsplex is ongoing.
g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised he had been contacted by 

Waste Pro to present an agreement to the Board for mandatory door to door waste collection.  Mr. Sikes stated if it was the Board’s intention to have such an agreement, then advertising is needed for a bid process.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised if the Board wished to consider Waste Pro’s proposal, advertising for these services will be needed.


Commissioner Fowler expressed his opposition to mandatory door to door waste collection, and stated Waste Pro already provides collection services to paying costumers in the County.


Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised the sample contract with Waste Pro stated all administrative duties and collection will be carried out by the County and not Waste Pro.


It was the Board’s consensus for Mr. Sikes to advise Waste Pro the Board was not interested in the offer.

Agenda Item No. 23 was to discuss, with possible Board action, advertising for Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for engineering, surveying and legal services for Suwannee County.  
Commissioner Wainwright advised the County had in the last three years spent $166,000 on legal services, $3.6 Million on engineering services, and $52,402 in surveying services.  He further advised all contracts were automatically renewed.  He stated his request for RFQ is to provide the County with competitive rates on professional services, and requested the Board limit all contracts for professional services to 3 years.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to advertise for Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for engineering, surveying, legal and grant consulting and writing services for Suwannee County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded for discussion.

Commissioner Fowler asked Commissioner Wainwright if the RFQ for legal services included all lawyers working for the County.

Commissioner Wainwright clarified the information received from the Finance Department for legal expenses included fees paid to the Labor Attorney, the Code Enforcement Attorney, and the County Attorney; to GTC, Keen Engineering and Mr. Darabi for engineering expenses; and Sherman Frier and Associates for surveying services.

Chairman Caruthers asked Commissioner Wainwright if the RFQ included engineering services provided to the County Airport.

Commissioner Wainwright replied engineering services for the Airport were included.

Commissioner Udell asked Commissioner Wainwright if any Department Director had express dissatisfaction with the professional services rendered.

Commissioner Wainwright replied his goal was to obtain the best value to the County for these services, and stated Department Directors can help advise what qualifications are needed.
Commissioner Udell asked if the companies or individuals currently providing services to the County will be allowed to provide RFQs.

Commissioner Wainwright replied any individuals or companies can submit an RFQ; however, there should be no automatic reappointment.  

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised that due to the various types of engineering used by the County, RFQ for engineering services will need to be specific on scope of service to provide proper consideration for the services.

Mrs. Linda Tolken expressed her concern that the RFQ process will cost more money to tax payers than any possible saving that may occur.

Mr. Bo Hancock stated the current economic situation may provide the County with competitive pricing and perhaps lower rates for the services required.

Mr. McLean addressed RFQ for grant consulting and/or writing services for the County.  Mr. McLean advised Tony Ciriguliano was the current grant coordinator and administrator; however he was currently dealing with health problem that keep him away from the office, and soon Mr. Ciriguliano will be requesting his 12 weeks family medical leave and did not expect to return to duty.

Mr. McLean advised Mr. Ciriguliano’s position will have to be filled; however it can not be done at this time due to the fact that he is still employed with the County.  He further advised that any grant consultant the Board hires will not be paid unless a grant is received.
Mr. Airth advised the County was not limited to a specific number of grant writers it could have on staff.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McLean if Mr. Ciriguliano could work from his residence.
Mr. McLean replied Mr. Ciriguliano could work from his residence; however, he will have to be provided with a laptop and a wifi card.

Commissioner Udell asked if the County can provide the necessary equipment to Mr. Ciriguliano.

Mr. Airth replied that he will research the issue.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated a well defined scope of professional service required by the County was needed.

Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised RFQ for all services at once could become a problem.
Commissioner Wainwright withdrew his motion, and Commissioner Fowler withdrew his second.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to advertise for Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for engineering, surveying, and legal services for Suwannee County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Maxwell and Commissioner Udell opposed.
At 12:40 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 12:50 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and requested the Board to address the agenda item for grant consultant and writing services.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to advertise for Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for additional grant consulting and writing services.  Commissioner Fowler second and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 24 was to consider approval to surplus the following Fire Vehicles:


Station 43

1963 American Lafrance – Vin# 819157

Station 51

1988 International – Vin# 001H23271BGH13898

1973 Seagrave – Vin# B730800

1975 Seagrave – Vin# E73386

1976GMC 5000 – Vin# TCE536V591538

1970 AMD 1 – Vin# NK04FY054011281

Station 35

1982 GMC – Vin# T17DGAV599539

Station 41

1978 Ford – Vin# D80DVBC6941

1986 Chevrolet – Vin# GCGD34J4GF377476

Station 32

1985 GMD – Vin# 1GDL1D1EXFV501754


Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated the requested was to remove the vehicles from services, not to surplus them.  He advised the vehicles were used by the Department of Forestry and the Volunteer Fire Departments.  He further advised leases and insurance will be also cancelled on these vehicles.

Commissioner Udell moved to remove the list of vehicles provided from service.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was to Consider approval to surplus 1985 Dodge Pickup, VIN# 1B7HD24T5FS627166, and 1996 Ford Crown Victoria, VIN# 2FALP71W3TX135277.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised a truck that belonged to the Building Department will be used to replace the Crown Victoria used by Mr. John Chambliss for County duties.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve surplus of a 1985 Dodge Pickup, VIN# 1B7HD24T5FS627166, and a1996 Ford Crown Victoria, VIN# 2FALP71W3TX135277.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 was to grant permission for Chairman to sign letter to cancel contract for inmate labor with Hamilton County Correctional and Mayo Correctional Institution.  
Chairman Caruthers stated he had been contacted by the warden at the Hamilton County Correctional Institution to sign a letter voiding the contract for inmate labor between Hamilton County Correctional Institution and Suwannee County.  He requested the Board’s permission to sign this letter, and any similar future request that may be presented by Mayo Correctional Institution.
Commissioner Udell moved to grant permission for Chairman to sign letter to cancel contract for inmate labor with Hamilton County Correctional and Mayo Correctional Institution.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 27 was to consider approval for back-pay for supervision of inmates by county employees during meal periods.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised a County employee had contacted the Labor Attorney with regards to supervision of inmates by county employees during meal periods.  Mr. McLean stated the Labor Attorney’s recommendation was that staff must be compensated regardless if it occurs during meal periods.
Commissioner Wainwright asked if a County employee is assigned to watch inmates during their meal periods, is the employee allowed to take a second meal break.

Mr. McLean replied no extra lunch was granted to this employee.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve back-pay for supervision of inmates by county employees during meal periods.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 28 was for Emergency Agenda Items.


There were none.

Agenda Item No. 29 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

There were none.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:07 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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