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August 18, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Budget Workshop, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Reverend Charles Graham, Pastor of Ebenezer AME Church, led the invocation. Chairman Caruthers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	8/14/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               477,271.48 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $               130,000.00 

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               604,859.84 

	117
	
	 $                   6,964.62 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       64.39 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   5,942.00 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 43,592.83 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,480.29 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 20,901.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               125,930.70 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 71,159.63 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $               173,934.02 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   3,775.56 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 46,065.63 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 27,602.22 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $               302,428.55 

	 
	09-0736 - 0767

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,044,972.76 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 58066, in the amount of $302,428.55, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for the paving of 100th Street and Bass Road.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 3 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution amending the schedule of fees charged by the County Health Department for services rendered by it.  

Kim Pepper, Business Manager II, Lafayette/Suwannee County Health Department, advised the Board this was the yearly update for fees charged by the Health Department.
Commissioner Wainwright asked Mrs. Pepper if there were any increases in fees from last year’s.
Mrs. Pepper replied the only new fees charged by the Health Department are for OB services, where as before there were no charges for those services.  Mrs. Pepper stated all other fees remain unchanged.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adopt a resolution amending the schedule of fees charged by the County Health Department for services rendered by it.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution No. 2009-40)
Agenda Item No. 4 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to provide insurance and tag registration for a vehicle purchased by Suwannee County Health Department.  

Kim Pepper, Business Manager II, Lafayette/Suwannee County Health Department, stated the vehicle purchased would be used by environmental health staff for inspections in the county.  Mrs. Pepper advised purchasing a vehicle will be cost effective compared to paying travel per diem to inspectors using their own vehicles to carry out their duties.
Commissioner Udell asked Mrs. Pepper if she had obtained an estimate cost for the vehicle, and what funds would be used for the purchase.
Mrs. Pepper stated the funds for the purchase would come from environmental health revenue, and the estimate purchase price from State contract is $11,000.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request to provide insurance and tag registration for a vehicle purchased by Suwannee County Health Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mrs. Pepper if the purchase of the vehicle would follow County purchase policies, and if any further funding will be required for the purchase.

Mrs. Pepper replied no extra funding will be required for the purchase, and added that County purchase policies will be followed in purchasing this vehicle.

Commissioner Maxwell asked what are the duties carried out by environmental health inspectors other than inspecting septic systems.
Mrs. Pepper replied inspectors carry out group facilities inspections, and conduct food inspections as part of their duties.
Agenda Item No. 5 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, donation by the County to the Florida Highway Patrol.  

Lieutenant Mark Boatwright, Florida Highway Patrol, advised Trooper Mike Cagle could not attend and introduced Corporal Harry Weaver, Jr. and Trooper Wayne Gill.
Lieutenant Boatwright stated since 2005 there has been total revenue of $216,140 form tickets written within the County. Lt. Boatwright requested a donation from the Board to Florida Highway Patrol in the form of 3 laser units and 4 radar units to provide more efficient means of enforcement of speeding on the highways in the County.
Chairman Caruthers advised Article V took revenues earned through traffic citation away from the Counties and redirected to the State.  Chairman Caruthers asked Lt. Boatwright the total money amount of his request.
Lt. Boatwright stated the total for 3 laser units and 4 radar units was $21,512.

Commissioner Maxwell stated the County’s budget was at a deficit and regretted the timing of the request. He added the Sheriff’s Office did not have any of the equipment being requested, and felt that the County should first provide such equipment to the Sheriff.
Commissioner Udell asked Lt. Boatwright what was the difference between a laser unit and a radar unit.
Lt. Boatwright advised laser units were used from a stationary position and could only target one car and radar units covered an area.  Lt. Boatwright explained a radar unit for every 1,000 ft. covers an area of 300 ft., and a laser unit for every 1,000 ft. covers only an area of 12 inches. 

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the donation by the County to the Florida Highway Patrol.  The motion died for a lack of second.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that only 12% of revenue earned through traffic citation goes to the County’s General Revenue.
Trooper Wayne Gill stated the County’s cost adds up when the County’s Fire Rescue must respond to crashes.  He further stated the equipment would help prevent speeding and therefore reduce many costs to the County.  Trooper Gill further stated FHP had a greater need for the equipment than the Sheriff’s Office.
Chairman Caruthers suggested Lt. Boatwright communicated with the Sheriff’s Office to discuss use of the Communication fund, as there was not a surplus of money in the fund.
Corporal Harry Weaver Jr. advised the County also incurs expenses from traffic accidents by the way of autopsies and the transportation of bodies to the medical examiner in Jacksonville.
Commissioner Udell stated the County paid $475 per person sent to the medical examiner, and $2,000 for autopsies if the person is indigent.
Chairman Caruthers asked Lt. Boatwright if a donation of the laser units would suffice. 
Lt. Boatwright advised if only one type could be provided, the laser units would be preferable.

Commissioner Maxwell suggested the agenda item be tabled until further discussion with Sheriff takes place.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to table the agenda item until the next Board meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, reminded the Board the Communication Fund was not a fund that accumulated a balance, as the money was used County wide for communication services.
Mr. Jim Ward requested Lt. Boatwright provide for the next meeting a breakdown of tickets written by FHP within Suwannee County on roads other than the interstate.
Mr. Charles Belton asked if purchase of less expensive equipment will be discussed at the next meeting.

Chairman Caruthers asked Lt. Boatwright to provide the Board with information on all available equipment.

Agenda Item No. 6 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss possible solid waste services for Suwannee County.  

Ralph Mills, Regional Vice President for WastePro, stated WastePro had 88 municipal contracts throughout the State and currently was providing services to 700 costumers within Suwannee County.  He stated WastePro was interested in offering the County a curb side pick-up program at a future date.
Commissioner Udell asked if the service is offered in the County, where would WastePro dispose of the collected garbage.

Mr. Mills replied the collected garbage would be taken to the transfer station if required by the Board, or any other Solid Waste facility based upon cost.
Commissioner Udell further asked Mr. Mills if any contract will be between the Board and WastePro, or between WastePro and individual residents who use their services.
Mr. Mills replied the agreement would be with the County and it would be a franchise agreement making WastePro the exclusive collector within the County.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Mills what would be the average cost of pick-ups.
Mr. Mills replied costs are dependant on the different options provided by the program; therefore it was difficult to state an average cost for pick-up.  He estimated between $10 and $20 depending on levels of service desired.
Commissioner Maxwell stated currently County residents already paid a Solid Waste assessment; therefore any agreement the Board may reach will not be mandatory.
At 4:50 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, purchasing Harrell property for Catalyst Site project.  

Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, advised the Catalyst Site Project was conceived by the State to rejuvenate fiscally constrained Counties by providing a source of high paying jobs in these Counties.  
Mr. Cason requested that the Board purchase a 100 acre parcel located 7.5 miles west of the City of Live Oak at the intersection of I-10 and US 90. He stated the purchase price of the property was $499,950, along with an additional $10,000 to extend the option to December 31, 2009 to buy the property.
Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, what were the requirements set out by Florida Statutes with regards to the County purchasing property. 
Mr. Hal Aith, County Attorney, replied Florida Statues states the property must be for public use, and the negotiations must be open to public disclosure.  He added if negotiations have not been open to public disclosure a 30 day notice is required.
Commissioner Maxwell stated the County must act and approve the purchase of the property or run the risk of losing future prospects and jobs.

Chairman Caruthers stated he was not questioning the merits of the project but was trying to ascertain if all requirements set out by Statute had been met.

Mr. Airth asked Mr. Cason if any confidentiality requirements had been part of the negotiations to purchase the property.
Mr. Cason replied confidentiality requirements were not part of the negotiations.

Mr. Airth stated the Board could proceed with the purchase of the property as all statutes had been met.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Airth if an appraisal of the property by the County was necessary.
Mr. Airth replied an appraisal by the County was not necessary as the current appraisal was compliant with Statutes.

Mr. Cason further advised the Board the Economic Alliance would received a $300,000 grant for infrastructure study to the property.
Chairman Caruthers stated the purchase of the property will be used towards the matching fund for the Grant.  Chairman Caruthers asked if the timber in the property would remain once the County purchases the property. 

Mr. Cason stated if the Board whished the option of purchase can be amended to include that the timber remains with the property.
Chairman Caruthers stated a copy of the appraisal needs to be furnished to the Board.
 Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve purchase of the Harrell property for Catalyst Site project provided that the timber remains with the property, and to pay the $10,000 to extend the purchase option to the end of the year if necessary.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, to hold for contingency $100,000 annually in cash reserves for the Suwannee County Economic Alliance to fund economic development in Suwannee County.  

Dennis Cason, Executive Director – Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, stated in September 2, 2008 the Economic Alliance had request $100,000 in funding from the Board, and it was his understanding the funding would be carried out annually.
Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, asked if the request was to retain $100,000 balance in contingency, or to grant an annual request of $100,000.

Chairman Caruthers replied the request was to provide $100,000 annually in funding, though the Catalyst Project was going to deplete the fund as the purchase is closed.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve to provide $100,000 annually to the contingency fund. Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, approval of Educational Benefits Reimbursement Agreement. 
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated the changes requested by the Board to the Educational Benefits Reimbursement Agreement had been reviewed and approved by the Labor Attorney Mr. Rob Larkin.  Mrs. Harrison advised the document had been renamed per the suggestion of the Labor Attorney to not make use of the term Loan on the agreement and further recommended a repayment window to the County of 6 to 9 months, with the Board choosing the length of time an employee had to repay the County.
The consensus of the Board was to allow 9 months for repayment.

Mrs. Harrison further advised that neither an interest rate on repayment had not been included in the agreement nor was travel perdiem were included in the agreement; however, the Board could incorporate these into the agreement if it so chose.
The consensus of the Board was not to charge interest or pay for travel perdiem.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised Mrs. Harrison the word loan was still being used in page 1 and 2 of the agreement, and that these should be replaced as recommended by the Labor Attorney.
Mrs. Harrison stated the need to approve the agreement at this time because Paramedic school would begin on August 24, 2009, and the Board would be paying for employees to attend.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Educational Benefits Reimbursement Agreement, subject to the corrections made by the County Attorney.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded.
Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, asked the Board if there was a money threshold to participate in the program.  He advised Public Works employees receive EPA certifications paid by the County, and wondered if these employees would have to repay the County for obtaining these certificates.
Commissioner Udell stated it was his understanding the agreement was to be used for employees who received education to advance in their field of work.
Mr. Airth advised that any training benefiting an employee would be covered under the agreement.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Sikes if the cost for an individual employee to obtain certification exceeded $500.

Mr. Sikes replied it did not.

Commissioner Udell amended his earlier motion and moved to approve the Educational Benefits Reimbursement Agreement, subject to the corrections made by the County Attorney, and to be required when costs exceed $500.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, past due solid waste accounts.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, request the Board to discuss this item at the workshop to be held on August 26, 2009.
It was the consensus of the Board to discuss past due solid waste accounts at the workshop to be held on August 26, 2009.

At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Caruthers moved to Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to consider adoption of resolution accepting ownership and maintenance of road within Live Oak Ranchette’s Subdivision in District 1.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised it had been the intention of the Board in 1976 to accept adoption of these roads.  He advised some of the roads had been maintained and kept open, although two of the roads had not been maintained, as no one lived on them for many years.  He further advised it was the Board’s decision to accept these roads.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the resolution ratifying accepting ownership and maintenance of roads within Live Oak Ranchette’s Subdivision in District 1.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution No. 2009-41)
Mr. James Robinson, 911 Addressing, requested the Board change 135th Drive in the resolution to 135th Road, as 135th Drive already existed in a nearby area.
The motion was so amended.

 Agenda Item No. 13 which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 23, Emergency Agenda Items).


There was one emergency item to consider.


A) Acceptance of a JAG Edward Byrne Grant award in the amount of $67,780.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve adding the above mentioned 

item to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 14 was to approve the minutes of budget workshops held on July 29, 2009 and July 30, 2009.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the minutes of budget workshops held on July 29, 2009 and July 30, 2009.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a dinner break.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of a resolution for the closing and vacating of county owned right-of-way along property owned by Curtis Keen located in Section 15, Township 2 South, Range 14 East.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the right-of-way was for an old grade road and has been abandoned for over 40 years. The right-of-way is located between Mr. Keen’s property and the UF Research property; therefore once the County vacates the right-of-way it will be divided evenly between these two properties.
Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.

Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve adoption of a resolution for the closing and vacating of county owned right-of-way along property owned by Curtis Keen located in Section 15, Township 2 South, Range 14 East.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution No. 2009-42)
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, discussion regarding no tax increases.  

Alex Winnett, stated he was requesting the Board to not increase the millage rate and for it to remain the same as it was last year.  He advised the Board he had contacted FDOT and obtained information on House Bill 1021 which amended Florida Statute 339.2816 by eliminating the requirement of the County setting a millage of 8.0000 or higher in order to received FDOT grants.  
Mr. Winnett presented the Board with a copy of the amended Statutes, and further

stated the Board had no need to raise the millage beyond 8.000 for the upcoming year.
Chairman Caruthers thanked Mr. Winnett for presenting the information to the Board, and pointed out, however, the amendment only dealt with the Small County Road Assistance Program which is only one of four programs through which the County receives FDOT grants.  

Chairman Caruthers stated the Board will research further to find out if the millage requirement had been amended for the remaining programs as well.

The Board thanked Mr. Winnett for the information he provided.


 Agenda Item No. 15 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes)

Mr. Tim Alcorn thanked Mr. Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, for providing the CPR course to the Fair Board.


Mr. Jim Ward stated he had attended the Branford Council Meeting where it was stated the Board had rejected the proposal to place a new Fire Rescue/Health Department Building in the City of Branford.  Mr. Ward believed the issue had not been discussed by the Board, and asked how a decision had been made on the issue.


Mr. Ward further stated the current property owned by the County in Branford is not suitable to build a new Fire Rescue/Health Department Building, and asked if the County was looking for new property since the current property was unsuitable for the proposed plan.  Mr. Ward further stated he had discussed the issue with the Branford Council but its members were unaware of the issue.  Mr. Ward expressed a need for better communication between the Board and the Town of Branford.

Commissioner Wainwright stated no decision had been made by the Board on the issue of a Fire Rescue/Health Department Building, and that his only discussion with the Branford Council had been to inform its members that their proposal may not obtain Board support.  Commissioner Wainwright further stated he was going to present the Council’s proposal to the Board at the next workshop.


Commissioner Wainwright address Mr. Ward’s concern with the location for a new Fire Rescue/Health Department Building stating he had located potential sites and that letters had been sent to property owners to provide the County with offers to purchase the land but to date he had not received any responses.  

Commissioner Wainwright advised he had received the Board’s permission to deal with this matter and to present it to the Board when it was ready for discussion. Commissioner Wainwright thanked Mr. Ward for his concern.
Mr. Alex Winnett asked the Board how it was updated to any changes in the law.

Chairman Caruthers stated the Board is provided this information through the Florida Association of Counties and through the Small Counties Coalition.

Mr. Bo Hancock thanked Mr. Sikes, Public Works Department and the Board for the job done on Wiggins Road.

Agenda Item No. 16 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
There were none.

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated he had not received a reply from the 
Department of Financial Services regarding the matter of Financial Fidelity issuing the bond for the Nathan Oaks subdivision.  He further advised the lots in this subdivision have all been placed under code violations. 
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised a gardening series will be 

held on September 3, 2009 in Wellborn to provide information on hummingbirds, and in September 10, 2009 there will a workshop on Florida friendly gardening and landscaping on how to attract hummingbirds.  She stated a Wildlife Field Day and Archery Tournament will be held on September 12, 2009, to be held at the North Florida Research and Education Center.


Ms. Allen advised Shand’s of Live Oak was currently recruiting new participants for a third wave of participants for the Rural Lite Project.  She further advised the Take Charge of Your Diabetes program will begin again on September 9, 2009.

c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, thanked Mr. Alcorn for recognizing 

the efforts of Fire Rescue to provide CPR classes to the community.  He stated CPR was extremely important in rural communities in helping save lives.

Mr. Conner advised the Board he had discuss with Mr. Roger Gill from Forestry if Fire Rescue could possibly make use of the Forestry house in Beachville as a Fire Rescue building, and was now waiting on an answer from the Forestry Director.


d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
e) Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised there was no further money 

budgeted for work on the Douglass Center kitchen, and thus far the work done has cost approximately $18,875.  Mr. McLean sated that further funding was required to complete the work.

Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. McLean how much money would be required to complete the work.


Mr. McLean replied he did not have a concrete figure, but that he can prepare an estimate on the cost if the Board desired.

Commissioner Udell asked if money had been set aside to repair the whole Center.


Mr. McLean replied the money used had not been part of a fund, but it had been taken from different line items that had a surplus.


Mr. McLean advised work on the office space for the Bus Safety Committee was nearly complete, and the roofing project at the Extension Office is still ongoing.  He further advised he attended the Broadband Authority’s meeting on Friday August 14, 2009 in which the Authority was established and application for a grant had begun.


Mr. McLean stated a grant had been obtained for construction of shed to protect the fuel tanks located at the County Airport.


Commissioner Maxwell asked Mr. McLean if he had met with the FAA representative to discuss the Airport.


Mr. McLean replied he had not yet been able to obtaining a meeting, but he was still working on it.

f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, advised that next Thursday a 

Volunteer Service Award will be presented to Mr. Carter for the services he has provided to the County.

Mr. Scott further advised construction of the skate park and the walking trail were going well, and this week work on the tennis courts will begin.  Mr. Scott further advised this week will mark the end of day camp and the pool will also close.  He stated repairs to the pool had been completed as well. 

Commissioner Maxwell asked Mr. Scott what was the width of the walking trail.



Mr. Scott replied it would have a width of 8 ft.


Mr. Bo Hancock asked Mr. Scott for an update on Lake Louise.


Mr. Scott replied that Mr. Curtis Keen, Keen Engineering, was waiting on approval from SRWMD to submit the grant application.

g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
Agenda Item No. 18 was to discuss with possible Board action, advertising for Request for Proposals (RFP) for the following professional services for Suwannee County:   (Commissioner Wesley Wainwright)

h) Engineering

i) Surveying

j) Legal

Commissioner Wainwright stated he had been unaware of the large number 

professional services used by the County, however he stated the County could benefit from advertising for RFPs on engineering, surveying, and legal services.  Commissioner Wainwright noted that all contracts for professional services are automatically renewed, and this practice could be detrimental to the County as the current economic situation could benefit the County, in the form of more competitive rates for services.  

Commissioner Maxwell stated he was satisfied with the professional services provided to the County.  

Mr. Tim Alcorn asked Commissioner Wainwright if he meant to replace all legal, surveying and engineering services the County uses.

Commissioner Wainwright replied that was his intention and was not singling out any particular individual.

Commissioner Udell stated the agreements for professional services are automatically renewed, but also the provide clauses that allow the County to end the contract.  He expressed there was no need for the County to change the professional services it currently uses, and the economic situation does not guarantee the County will receive any competitive rates.

Mr. Jim Ward stated the County pays the same amount for professional services now as it did when it entered into contracts for these services even as prices have increased.

Mr. Dan Lewis stated the County should try to look for a better deal on the services it receives, and advertising for these services will not hurt the County.

Commissioner Wainwright stated he would refine his request and present it at the next Board meeting.

No Action taken by the Board.
 

Agenda Item No. 19 was heard at an earlier time.
Agenda Item No. 20 was to consider approval of Small County Consolidated Grant Agreement, in the amount of $78,787.00, for solid waste services for Suwannee County.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Board the Small County Consolidated Grant Agreement with DEP had been reduced from $300,000 to $78,787.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Small County Consolidated Grant Agreement, in the amount of $78,787, for solid waste services for Suwannee County.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2009-58)
Agenda Item No. 21 was to seek authorization to advertise for bids for drilling and blasting services at Limerock Mine.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the limerock mining method had changed to mining underwater and it requires drilling and blasting to obtain the limerock.
Commissioner Udell move to approve authorization to advertise for bids for drilling and blasting services at the Limerock Mine.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider approval to advertise to fill vacant personnel positions at Public Works Department.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he was requesting for the Solid Waste Department to fill the position of truck driver with a casual employee, as the employee who held the position had been promoted to a full time position.  Mr. Sikes advised the casual employee will only be paid when he works and it will help with reducing overtime.
Mr. Sikes further requested to fill the position of alternate collection site attendant with a casual employee, and also to fill the position of solid waste supervisor.  Mr. Sikes stated this position will have to be advertised.

Mr. Sikes stated seven full time employees had retired from the Road Department and he plans to fill their positions with temporary employees, and this will eliminate six temporary positions.  
Mr. Sikes advised the vacancies to be filled by temporary employees that will be promoted include a commercial truck driver II and a machine operator II.  He further advised a road maintenance II position will also have to be filled; however, the position for a shop mechanic will remain unfilled until demand for services require it be filled.
Chairman Caruthers stated that State revenues to the County had been further reduced by $81,000, and if the trend continues the need for downsizing may be unavoidable.

Mr. Sikes stated he was requesting the minimum in personnel required to continue providing services at their current level.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising to fill vacant personnel positions at Public Works Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 3-1 with Chairman Caruthers opposed.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for Emergency Agenda Items.
A) Acceptance of a JAG Edward Byrne Grant award in the amount of $67,780.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve acceptance of a JAG Edward Byrne Grant 

award in the amount of $67,780.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2009-57)
Agenda Item No 24 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Request and Comments.
Commissioner Udell wished Commissioner Fowler well.
Commissioner Maxwell also wished Commissioner Fowler well.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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