Book 50 Page 245
August 4, 2009 

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Budget Workshop, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Pastor Jim Messer led the invocation. Chairman Caruthers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	8/4/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               788,047.97 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 35,864.28 

	117
	
	 $                   3,953.66 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,257.67 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   6,254.09 

	120
	
	 $                   5,000.00 

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 32,653.24 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,624.62 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                   1,090.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               705,121.63 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 90,796.54 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 36,878.74 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   1,068.24 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 32,967.22 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               761,973.48 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 
	09-0659 - 09-0697

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,520,551.38 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3973980, in the amount of $3,200.00, to URS Corporation for Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plans for Suwannee County Airport.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve a Satisfaction of Lien for David and Tamara Lee, SHIP Clients.

Agenda Item No. 4 was to reappoint Mr. Wyman Harvard to serve another term on the Suwannee County Historical Commission.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to reappoint Mrs. Shirley Clark to serve another term on the Suwannee County Historical Commission.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve the annual Certificate of Resolution (2009) and Adoption Agreement (2009) for Section 125 Premium Only Plan.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 6.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to re-submit Certificate of Application to State Division of Libraries for Public Library Construction Grant for construction of a new Dowling Park Public Library, and approval of enabling resolution.  
John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised the Board he was seeking to obtain new funds for construction of the Dowling Park Library.  Mr. Hales stated a resolution was also required as part of the submittal process.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve re-submitting the Certificate of Application to State Division of Libraries for Public Library Construction Grant for construction of a new Dowling Park Public Library, and approval of enabling resolution.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of Interlocal Agreement relating to the establishment of the North Florida Broadband Authority, and approval of enabling resolution.  
Pat Lien, Project Director – Government Services Group, provided the Board with an overview of the project.  Mr. Lien advised the North Florida Broadband Authority will be composed of 14 counties and cities in the area, and stated the project is being funded by a Federal Grant to enhance broadband internet access in rural areas. 

Mr. Lien stated the goal of the project was to deliver 100 megabits internet connection the region served by the Broadband Authority, and added the strategy that will be used to accomplish this goal is called Middle Mile Strategy. 
Mr. Lien explained with this strategy broadband access would be achieved by extending existing access points to provide high speed network access to many rural areas.  Mr. Lien stated the availability of a broadband network could help foster commercial grow in the County.
Mr. Lien advised that North Florida Broadband Authority would serve as the entity applying for the grant on behalf of all member counties.  He further advised if Suwannee County joined the Broadband Authority it would be voting member of the Authority, and would have to provide a primary and an alternate member to serve on the Broadband Authority.  Mr. Lien added that there was no cost or liability to the County for joining the North Florida Broadband Authority.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement relating to the establishment of the North Florida Broadband Authority, and approval of enabling resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Caruthers appointed Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, as the primary member representing Suwannee County in the North Florida Broadband Authority.  Chairman Caruthers appointed Mrs. Sherry Millington, Regional Library IT Director, as the alternate member to serve on the North Florida Broadband Authority.
Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation regarding surveying and mapping services for Suwannee County.  
Scott Daniel, DG Surveying, stated he was addressing the Board to clarify his position.  He advised the Board he had register his company on the County’s vendor list, and that he was only trying to provide the County with his services and not looking to take existing awarded work.
The Board thanked Mr. Daniel for addressing the Board.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation of State of the Resource for Suwannee River Water Management District.  
Steve Minnis, Governmental Affairs Director – Suwannee River Water Management District, advised the Board with the passing of Senate Bill 2080 there had been a change to the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT).  Mr. Minnis stated that previously PILT was paid off to the County over a period of ten years, now PILT will continue until the County’s population reaches 150,000.  Mr. Minnis presented the Board with a PILT check in the amount of $15,208.20.
Mr. Minnis further advised Senate Bill 2080 allowed the Executive Director of Suwannee River Water Management District to grant water use permits, where as previously only the SRWMD Board could grant permits.
Mr. Minnis stated SRWMD was currently working on a 5 year study of the water supply, and advised the study is carried out to confirm the viability of the water supply for the next 20 years.  He further stated there were 253 known springs in the region, and SRWMD had the highest concentration of springs in the world.

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:02 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation by Local Housing Advisory Committee regarding the adoption of resolution adding strategy for Florida home buyers.  
Matt Pearson, Director of Housing & Transportation, Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., advised the Board the Statewide budget for SHIP had been reduced by 85%, and a new strategy had been established that altered SHIP.
Mr. Pearson advised one of the changes to SHIP related to the Federal Tax Credit for home purchases.  He stated that SHIP will now grant an $8,000 loan with 3% interest rate to first time home buyers and the loan would have to be repaid within 18 months from receiving their Tax Credit.  Mr. Pearson added individuals who meet the same income threshold set by the Federal Tax Credit will be considered for the SHIP loan.
Mr. Pearson advised the income threshold set by the Federal Tax Credit is $75,000 for a single individual and $150,000 if it is a married couple.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve adopting the resolution on providing a loan of $8,000 to home buyers who qualify based on the Federal Tax Credit income level.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Pearson advised the Board he had a second issue to discuss that required Board action.

Mr. Pearson stated that Senate Bill 360 allowed mobile homes owners to file for repair assistance if the mobile homes were built since the year 1994.  He advised the Local Housing Commission decided to not allow any mobile home owner to file for repair assistance.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Pearson the reasoning behind the decision by the Local Housing Commission.

Mr. Pearson stated that if the Commission allowed for mobile homes owner to apply for repair assistance, it would increase the number of applications and further stretch the limited resources available to the program. Mr. Pearson advised a large portion of funds was used on repairs, and the concern by the Housing Commission was spending money on repairs that were worth more than the value of the mobile home.
Commissioner Udell stated he needed further information on the item, and the Board should analyze the impact of going along with the decision of excluding mobile homes owners from receiving aid, as he knew of many that are in need.
Commissioner Fowler stated he did not agree with the decision by the Local Housing Commission, and further stated mobile homes owners are often the people most in need of help.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he was opposed to going against the recommendation presented to the Board, as the Board chose the Housing Commission to decide and provide recommendations to the Board on these issues.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to table the resolution for the exclusion of mobile homes from applying for repair assistance.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Caruthers advised Mr. Pearson to contact Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, and provide the County with information necessary on this topic.

Mr. Pearson presented the Board with Suwannee River Economic Council’s annual report.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve certification of Suwannee River Economic Council’s annual report.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss with possible Board action, having Labor Attorney, Rob Larkin, review and revise the Suwannee County Personnel Rules and Regulations.  
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated the County’s Personnel Policies had not been revised since 2002, and therefore was requesting permission from the Board for a full review and revision by Mr. Rob Larkin, Labor Attorney.

Chairman Caruthers suggested the Board hold a workshop with all Department Heads to discuss Personnel Policies before granting a full review by the Labor Attorney.

Commissioner Udell stated a review is necessary before any workshop is held, because without a revision the County may be acting on labor laws that may have changed.
Chairman Caruthers stated the workshop would not be dealing with labor laws as applied to staff, but to clear up issues regarding policy and benefits.
It was the consensus of the Board to add discussion of Personnel Policies to the workshop to be held on August 26, 2009.
Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the Insurance Committee recommendation regarding health insurance renewal with Blue Cross and Blue Shield.  
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, advised the renewal rate for health insurance was increasing by an average of 14.5% and further advised the Insurance Committee had considered alternate plans; however, these plans would be costly to employees.
Mrs. Harrison stated the recommendation of the Insurance Committee was to remain with the current plan and accept the renewal rates as proposed.  She further advised the original rate had been for 20%, but it was reduce after much negotiation.

Mr. Tyson Johnson, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Representative, advised the Board renewal rates were based on the number of claims honored.  He stated this year only 8 months of claims were taken into consideration due to the County being a new member.
Mr. Johnson further stated that at the end of a three year period if there is an excess in fees paid by the County, Blue Cross and Blue Shield will refund 50% of the excess fees to the County.

Commissioner Udell moved to accept the recommendation by the Insurance Committee to renew health insurance with Blue Cross and Blue Shield.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Udell asked if the Board can set a date by which the renewal information is presented to the Board.

Chairman Caruthers replied such a date was part of the original agreement.

 Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for Tennis Court Project at the First Federal Sportsplex.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-05)  (Bids were opened during the July 21, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid to the Tennis Court Project to Tennis Unlimited in the amount of $50,800.  Mr. Scott stated the project was funded entirely by grant money.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve awarding the bid to the Tennis Court Project to Tennis Unlimited in the amount of $50,800.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion passed 4-1 with Commissioner Wainwright opposed.

Commissioner Wainwright stated the next lowest bid was by a difference of $3,600; however the second lowest bigger was a local contractor.  Commissioner Wainwright asked if there was a policy when dealing with bids by local contractors.

Chairman Caruthers replied such a policy did not exist, but it may be needed.
Commissioner Udell stated that creating a policy in favor of local contractors would negate the open bid process, as well as, fair business practices.

Commissioner Maxwell stated the current process allows the County to accept the lowest bid or reject all possible bids, which provides all available options to the County in this matter.

Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for Walking Trail Project at the First Federal Sportsplex.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-06) (Bids were opened during the July 21, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, advised the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid for the Walking Trail Project to McCall Construction in the amount of $58,748.  
Commissioner Udell moved to approve awarding the bid for the Walking Trail Project to McCall Construction in the amount of $58,748.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, surveying and engineering services for the Perimeter Road Project.  (Tabled during the July 21, 2009 Board meeting.)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Board the issue had been tabled due to new information provided to the County Attorney and the Board’s request to investigate the new information.
Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised there were no issues raised by the new information, because it does not pertain to GTC the company with which the Board has an agreement for engineering services.
Commissioner Wainwright advised the Board he had met with Mr. Charles Smith, who had presented the information to the Board.  Commissioner Wainwright advised Mr. Smith would like to address the Board.
Commissioner Maxwell stated the Board does not regulate surveyors, and the Board was doing business with GTC and not an individual surveyor.
Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Maxwell stating that the information presented to the Board was not relevant to the County’s decision to obtain engineering services from GTC.
Chairman Caruthers invited Mr. Charles Smith to address the Board.
Mr. Charles Smith, Suwannee Surveying and Mapping, stated he did not understand the Board’s lack of concern with who carries out surveys on County projects.  He advised he was not seeking work on the Perimeter Road Project and had no personal issues with Frier and Associates or Mr. Tim Alcorn.  He stated he did have issues with their data and methodology.
 Commissioner Maxwell stated the Board is not a regulatory board, and therefore Mr. Smith should present his findings to the appropriate board in Tallahassee.
Commissioner Udell further stated all surveys carried out are subjective, and there will be differences in any land surveyed by two separate surveyors.

Mr. Smith stated that a difference of a few feet between two different surveys is expected; however, the survey carried out by Frier and Associates is off by several feet, and this should be a concern to the County.  He advised the Board should use caution in choosing a surveyor for a County Project.

Commissioner Udell restated the Board was contracting with GTC, and not with an individual surveyor.  
 Discussion ensued on the difference between surveys carried out by different surveyors on the same property.
Commissioner Udell moved to proceed with surveying and engineering services for the Perimeter Road Project.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Chairman Caruthers and Commissioner Wainwright opposed.
At 12:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a lunch break.

At 1:40 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 17 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 27, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There were four items to consider.

A) To discuss, with possible board action, freezing all positions for hiring and promotions. (Chairman Caruthers)

B) To consider approval of Federally Funded Public Assistance Funding Agreement with the Florida Division of Emergency Management for FEMA reimbursement for the 2009 Easter Flood Disaster.

C) To set a date and place to hold a Personnel Policy Review and Fire Assessment Workshop. (Chairman Caruthers)
D) To discuss, with possible Board action, to obtain RFP for engineering, legal, and professional services. (Commissioner Wainwright)
Chairman Caruthers asked Commissioner Wainwright if it was necessary to place 

Item D as an Emergency Agenda Item.

Commissioner Wainwright replied it had been five years since the County had requested RFPs for engineering, legal, and professional services.  He added with the current economic downturn the Board could benefit and obtain these services at more competitive rates.

Commissioner Maxwell did not agree Item D was an Emergency Agenda Item.

Commissioner Wainwright requested if Item D be placed for discussion at the next Board meeting. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding Emergency Agenda Items A, B, and C to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the minutes of meeting held on July 21, 2009.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 21, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)
Mr. Alex Winnett addressed the Board and thanked their efforts during the budget workshops, and requested the Board to not increase taxes this year.
Commissioner Udell asked if the Board cut services as a means to balance the budget, would County citizens be willing to accept such cuts.

Mr. Winnett replied citizens in the County are willing to accept lower levels of services from the County, if it will help maintain taxes at a low rate.

Mr. Bo Hancock stated the Board was not the only institution that levies taxes, and therefore all taxes should be discussed, and to not just single out the Board.
Mr. Hancock further asked the Board who North Florida Broadband Authority represented, and by what means it was obtaining funds.

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised he had information available on North Florida Broadband Authority and the project proposed for any interested party. 

Chairman Caruthers advised Mr. Hancock that any citizen present at a Board Meeting can ask questions to anyone presenting an item to the Board.

Mr. Donald Gaylord stated he was tired of the Board’s activities and their decisions.  He added the Board should begin to think progressively and allow Sunday sales.
Mr. John Lacquey stated he was not proposing the County to cut services but is asking the Board to be more responsible in its financial decisions.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, reminded the Board of the Budget Workshop that will be held on August 12, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at Live Oak City Hall.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board the Tax Record 

demonstrated that eleven of fifteen lots in the Nathan Oaks subdivision were owned by the developer.  Mr. Airth stated Tax Certificates for two years had been sold on these properties for a total of $48,000.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised that the first phase 

of the Rural Lite program, a research study of obesity in rural counties had ended and the second Phase would begin between August and September.

Ms. Allen stated a Small Farmers conference will be held over the weekend in Kissimmee, Florida.  She further stated a gardening series dealing with vegetable gardens will be held on Thursday August 13, 2009 in the Extension Office.

Ms. Allen invited the Board to attend the 4H banquet award that will be held at the Extension Office.

c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, had nothing to report.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to report.
e) Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised the Board an agreement 

had been reached on a purchase price for the property to be used as the Catalyst Project site, and he would provide more information to the Board at its next meeting.  

Mr. McLean further advised that work on the Extension Office roof would begin next week.  He stated the office space for the Bus Safety Committee was nearly ready for occupancy. 

Mr. McLean stated the FAA had reimbursed the County for funding used on the Hangar Project.  He advised he was still seeking a meeting with the FAA to discuss the County Airport and the adjoining residential development. 

f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, advised the equipment to begin 

construction of the skate park had arrived, and work would begin promptly.
g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated Suwannee River Electric 

Coop several months back began a policy that states the owner of the property is responsible for clearing their Right of Way required for power installation.  He advised this can become an issue for County when it involves a County Right of Way, because the home owner may expect the County to clear the Right of Way; or the County may experience unsupervised work on County property.

Commissioner Fowler stated that a meeting involving all parties concerned was needed to resolve any issues.

Mr. Sikes stated he will meet with Suwannee Valley Electric Coop to discuss the matter further.


At 2:45 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.


At 3:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 22 which was to consider a request for insurance and tags to be cancelled on the Luraville Volunteer Fire Department’s Engine #35, 1986 GMC, VIN# 1GDM7D1G6V508093, and the McAlpin Volunteer Fire Department’s Tanker #41, 1982 GMC, VIN# GDS7D4E6CV589995.  
Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised the vehicles were too old to be useful, and currently it was costing more money to repair the vehicle than it was worth.  He further advised the chassis of Tanker #41 will return to Forestry. 
Chairman Caruthers asked if the lease on these vehicles will also be canceled.

Mr. Conner replied the leases would also be canceled.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the request to cancel insurance, tags and leases on the Luraville Volunteer Fire Department’s Engine #35, 1986 GMC, VIN# 1GDM7D1G6V508093, and the McAlpin Volunteer Fire Department’s Tanker #41, 1982 GMC, VIN# GDS7D4E6CV589995.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was seeking permission to advertise for bids for batteries and culverts for the Public Works Department.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this was the annual bids for batteries and culverts, and was requesting permission to advertise.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve permission to advertise for bids for batteries and culverts for the Public Works Department.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 24 was to consider approval of Amendment #1 to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the Revenue Distribution Approach for Catalyst Project for Lake City Columbia County Region.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this amendment was for an adjustment to the site map of the Lake City Catalyst Project Site.  He further advised the site is a 500 acre lot located between the Lake City Airport and Prison.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Amendment #1 to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the Revenue Distribution Approach for Catalyst Project for Lake City Columbia County Region.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was to consider approval to submit application to the Department of Justice for funding under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, in the amount of $16,472.00, for the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this was a no match grant with the Department of Justice in the amount of $16,472 to be used by the Drug Task Force.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approved submittal of application to the Department of Justice for funding under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, in the amount of $16,472.00, for the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 was to consider  approval to submit application for 2011 Fiscal Year Rollover Attestation for 2010 Recommended Special Category Projects to participate in the 2011 Special Category Grants rollover for the Live Oak Seaboard-ACL Train Depot project, and adoption of resolution for same.  
Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised this was a two year old application for a $297,000 grant, with a County match of $50,000.  He stated this application was to keep the process active.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve submittal of application for 2011 Fiscal Year Rollover Attestation for 2010 Recommended Special Category Projects to participate in the 2011 Special Category Grants rollover for the Live Oak Seaboard-ACL Train Depot project, and adoption of resolution for same.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 27 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

A) To discuss, with possible board action, freezing all positions for hiring and promotions. 
Chairman Caruthers stated the Board should freeze all new hires and promotions, and added if a promotion or hire was needed in a Department it would be reviewed and approved by the Board in a case by case basis.
Commissioner Maxwell stated this issue should be handled by Department Heads and not the Board.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Maxwell, and added there needs to be trust between the Board and all Department Heads with regards to new hires and promotions.  

Commissioner Wainwright stated the issue was not about a lack of trust between the Board and Department Heads, but about the Board’s prerogative to review each hire request and determine if it is necessary or not.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to freeze any unadvertised job vacancies and promotions as of today.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Maxwell and Commissioner Udell opposed.

B) To consider approval of Federally Funded Public Assistance Funding reimbursement for the 2009 Easter Flood Disaster.

Mrs. Kristie Harrison advised the Board that staff from Emergency Management was not present to discuss the item.  She further advised it was her understanding from conversations with Emergency Management staff that this agreement with FEMA is for reimbursement due to damages and losses caused during the 2009 Easter Flood Disaster.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Federally Funded Public Assistance Funding Agreement with the Florida Division of Emergency Management for FEMA reimbursement for the 2009 Easter Flood Disaster.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C) To set a date and place to hold a Personnel Policy Review and Fire Assessment Workshop. 
Chairman Caruthers suggested holding the Personnel Policy Review and Fire Assessment Workshop on Wednesday August 26, 2009 at Live Oak City Hall at 9:00 a.m.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to hold the Personnel Policy Review and Fire Assessment Workshop on Wednesday August 26, 2009 at Live Oak City Hall at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 28 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

There were none.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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