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  July 21, 2009

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Dr. W. Ray Kelley, Pastor of the Live Oak Christian Church, led the invocation.  Chairman Caruthers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	7/21/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               452,633.60 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 37,542.68 

	117
	
	 $                 22,797.85 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       85.64 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 12,308.53 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 54,937.72 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   7,854.41 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                   2,385.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               614,069.67 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 91,622.33 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 37,858.60 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   1,762.80 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                      (17.50)

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 32,180.66 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 73,191.76 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      148.50 

	 
	09-0659 - 09-0697

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,441,362.25 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 32230, in the amount of $9,302.00, to AK Associates for CML Extended Warranty for E911 System, to be paid by grant funds.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 6, in the amount of $316,265.10, to The Scruggs Company for the reconstruction of CR 249.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 57982, in the amount of $51,877.68, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 179th Road & 160th Street.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 28220-4, in the amount of $21,184.88, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for the reconstruction of Walker Street.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to reappoint William Don Hale, Jr., as District 1 member, to serve another term as a board member on the Development Authority.
Agenda Item No. 7 was to reappoint Clyde Fleming, as District 2 member, to serve another term as a board member on the Development Authority.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 7.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the Tennis Court Project at the First Federal Sportsplex for Suwannee Parks & Recreation.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-05)  

Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, advised the Board a bid for this project had been received on Monday July 20, 2009; therefore it was non-compliant and would not be opened.  
The bids for the Tennis Court Project at the First Federal Sportsplex were as follows;

1. McCall Construction       Live Oak, Fl              $58,829.00

2. Curtis Construction       White Springs, Fl        $64,200.00

3. Music Construction       Live Oak, Fl               $54,445.00

4. Nady’s Sports Construction Company          Sanford, Fl       $65,897.00

5. CCI Cabott Construction   Gainesville, Fl       $66,140.00

6. Chapel’s Tractor and Agricultural Services   Live Oak, Fl    $111,400.00

7. Tennis Unlimited         Alachua, Fl                  $50,800.00

Mr. Scott stated the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee, and a recommendation will be presented to the Board. 

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the Walking Trail Project at the First Federal Sportsplex for Suwannee Parks & Recreation.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-06)  

Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, opened the bids received for the Walking Trail Project.
The bids for the Walking Trail Project at the First Federal Sportsplex were as follows;

 1. Blue Rock                     Perry, Fl            $132,432.50

 2. McCall Construction    Live Oak, Fl      $58,748.00

 3. American Construction Enterprise    Jacksonville, Fl    $130,330.20

 4. CDM Construction                            Lake Butler, Fl     $121,980.50

 5. Chapel’s Tractor and Agricultural Services   Live Oak, Fl   $136,600.00

 6. CCI Cabott Construction     Gainesville, Fl            $98,650.00

 7. Evans Construction Services    Middleburg, Fl      $188,276.40

 8. Little and Williams Inc.      Lake City, Fl               $96,200.00

 9. R and E Site Development    Lake Butler, Fl         $109,155.20

10. Music Construction           Live Oak, Fl                $126,200.00

11. Curt’s Construction           White Springs, Fl        $96,100.00 

Mr. Scott advised the bids would be reviewed by the Bid Review Committee, and a recommendation will be presented to the Board. 

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for a discussion regarding no tax increases.  

Alex Winnett thanked the Board for allowing him to speak on this topic and stated he was speaking on behalf of several County residents who were opposed to any increase in taxes.  Mr. Winnett presented the Board with copies of signed letters by County residents expressing their support for no tax increases.

Mr. Winnett further stated the County’s budget had experienced an increase in revenue, whereas the private sector was experiencing a decline.  He stated County government should be finding ways to cut cost, and suggested that wages of County employees be reduced.
Chairman Caruthers advised Mr. Winnett the County’s budget include grant money received from the State.  Chairman Caruthers stated that grants received create the illusion of an increase to the budget revenue, although there may have not been any increase.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Winnett whose salary he was suggesting to be cut.
Mr. Winnett replied all County salaries should be cut including wages paid to the Commissioners.
Further discussion ensued on salaries and reduction in wages.

The Board thanked Mr. Winnett for his views.

Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, surveying and engineering services for the Perimeter Road Project.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the Board had a contract with GTC to provide surveying services to the County.  He further stated a question involving a conflict of interest with regards to the planned survey for the East Perimeter Road had been presented to Mr. Hal Airth as County Attorney, who forwarded the question to the Ethics Commission. 
Mr. Airth stated he had received a response from the Ethics Commission which had found no violations.

Mr. Sikes stated the estimate cost for the centerline survey for the Perimeter Road Project was $8,765.00.  

Commissioner Wainwright stated the project should go forward as DOT had set aside $4 Million dollars for the project.  Commissioner Wainwright further stated that an issue had been raised regarding the survey of the road, and added that the issue should be cleared up before the Board moved forward.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to table this item until the present issue is resolved.  Commissioner Fowler seconded for discussion.

Commissioner Maxwell asked what issue had been raised.
Commissioner Wainwright stated a letter had been presented to the Board by a person claiming to be a surveyor, Mr. Charles Smith. In the letter Mr. Smith states there are discrepancies in some markers and boundaries in surveys done by Sherman Frier and Associates. 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that surveys carried out by different surveyors even on the same property are never the same, and those issues are generally settled in court.

Commissioner Fowler stated the letter and information presented by Mr. Charles Smith had been presented on short notice, and the Board has not had a chance to review the information.

Commissioner Udell stated the Board has a contract with GTC to provide engineering services and they will obtain surveys; therefore the information presented by Mr. Smith was irrelevant to the topic at hand.

After discussion the motion by Commissioner Wainwright to table this agenda item and the second by Commissioner Fowler was voted on and passed with a 3-2 vote with Commissioner Maxwell and Commissioner Udell opposed.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Airth to present a recommendation on this item at the next Board meeting.
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Fire Protection Assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised the Board the rate for Fire Protection Assessment would remain unchanged for this year.  Mr. Mclean stated the rates for Fiscal Year 2009-10 would be;
   Residential                  $39.0203

   Non-Residential          $0.0732

  Transient                      $140.0988

  Land up to 160 acres    $12.4356

  Land over 160 acres     $0.0953

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adoption of the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Fire Protection Assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Solid Waste Assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised the Board the Solid Waste Assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10 would remain unchanged at a rate of $130.00 per household.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve adoption of the Preliminary Rate Resolution for Solid Waste Assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of agreement in the amount of $162.00 per month, with John Stevens, for lease of Hangar “C-7” at Airport.  

Mr. Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised the Board there is an incline in front of the current hangar occupied by Mr. Stevens, Hangar A-2, which makes it difficult for Mr. Stevens to park the plane inside the hangar.  Mr. McLean added that the agreement was simply a change of location to Hangar C-7, and the rental fee would remain the same.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the agreement in the amount of $162.00 per month, with John Stevens, for lease of Hangar “C-7” at Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, adoption of resolution for waiver of fee for building permit for the roof replacement of the Extension Office.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated the Maintenance Department would begin work to replace the roof at the Extension Office; therefore he was requesting the permit fee be waived for this project.  Mr. McLean further requested the Board waive the permit fee for any future County projects.
Commissioner Fowler advised Mr. McLean the Board customarily waived the fees on permits used on a County project.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve waiving the fee for the building permit to replace the roof at the Extension Office, and to further waive the fee of all future building permits needed for in-house work on County projects.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, asked the Board if the fee waiver only applied to in-house County projects.
Commissioner Fowler answered that the fee waiver was only for in-house projects, not for contractors working on County jobs.

Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to set Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 5:15 P.M. at Live Oak City Hall to hold public hearings to consider adoption of Final Rate Resolutions for Fire Protection and Solid Waste assessments, and of Resolutions for 147th Road MSBU; 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, 122nd Trail MSBU, 133rd Lane MSBU; and 78th Street, 76th Terrace MSBU.  

Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, advised the Board he was seeking approval to advertise the date the public hearing will take place.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve to set Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 5:15 P.M. at Live Oak City Hall to hold public hearings to consider adoption of Final Rate Resolutions for Fire Protection and Solid Waste assessments, and of Resolutions for 147th Road MSBU; 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, 122nd Trail MSBU, 133rd Lane MSBU; and 78th Street, 76th Terrace MSBU.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items. (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 22, Emergency Agenda Items.)
There were no Emergency Agenda Items.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 7, 2009.

Commissioner Fowler noted a mistake on page 15 of the minutes of the meeting held on July 7, 2009.  He stated the motion and second had been written twice.
Chairman Caruthers advised contrary to language on page 22 of the minutes, he had not been approached by ministers to request permission to lead the invocation at the Board meetings; he clarified that the idea had been presented to him by a County resident.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve, subject to corrections, the minutes of the meeting held on July 7, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
[Note: Deputy Clerk Jhony Cuenca made the corrections as requested]
Agenda Item No. 19 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

Greg Scott stated he was a volunteer with Voices for Children, which is associated with Guardian Ad Litem.  He further stated Voices for Children is holding a raffle fundraiser to give away a gazebo, and added that tickets were $10 and available through him.
Agenda Item No. 20 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
There were none.
At this time Chairman Caruthers announced that Mr. Wendell Hill had volunteered to serve as an alternate citizen member to the Value Adjustment Board, and the Chairman appointed him as such.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Staff Reports.

a) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney had nothing to report.
b) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, thanked Mr. Charlie Conner 

for providing CPR classes and certification.  She further advised a plant clinic will be held by the Master Gardeners starting on Saturday July 25, 2009 at Lowe’s. 

Ms. Allen invited the Board to attend the 4-H banquet that will be held on August 14, 2009 at the Extension Office.

c) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director had nothing to report.
d) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised the Board that 

Hamilton and Madison Counties had also approved the transfer of $15,000.00 to the Regional Library Budget.
e) Murphy McLean, County Coordinator, stated that this week there will be

an in-house insurance workshop to discuss rates for the upcoming year.  He further advised the Board that he was providing his assistance to Council for Progress for the Catalyst Project.
Mr. McLean advised that work on the reroofing the Extension Office will begin 
during the first week of August.  
He added that office space had been found at the Douglass Center to accommodate the Bus Safety Committee.


Mr. McLean advised the Board he would be attending a meeting with the FAA in Orlando to discuss the County’s Airport issues.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McLean how long until work at the Douglass Center’s kitchen is completed.


Mr. McLean replied that he did not have a specific time at the moment, but he would find out.


Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. McLean the status of the bond for the subdivision located on 76th Street.


Mr. McLean answered the bond had been posted in 2007, and it appeared it would lapse this October; however, he added that the Bond may be reoccurring. He stated he was working with Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, to resolve the issue.

Mr. Airth replied the Board may need to find additional funding to pay for paving the subdivision in the event the Bond is invalid.

f) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, advised the Board he was

working with Suwannee High School’s football program to enhance the rules for the Recreational football program. 

Mr. Scott stated that funding for the Dees Howard Boat Ramp had been received, and engineering work will begin shortly.  He further advised the Board on the issue of boats entering Little River Springs.  He stated the problem was seasonal and he was working towards a solution on the matter.


g) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
Commissioner Udell presented Mr. Hal Airth with a letter from DCA, and stated 
it required his signature as former Chairman of the Board.  He asked Mr. Airth if it was appropriate for him to sign the letter as requested by DCA.


Mr. Airth asked if there was any reason preventing Chairman Caruthers from signing the letter.


Ms. Kasey Stewart replied that DCA had corrected an error in the original letter and needed a copy for their files, and requested the signature of the Chairman at the time the original letter was written.


Mr. Airth stated that Commissioner Udell could sign the letter as the former Chairman of the Board; however, he suggested a notation be added to the letter to explain the situation.
Agenda Item No. 22 was Emergency Agenda Items.
There were none.

Agenda Item No. 23 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Request and Comments.
Commissioner Fowler stated that departmental budgets had gone up; even though the Board had recommended that there be no increases to budgets for this Fiscal year.

Chairman Caruthers agreed with Commissioner Fowler, and further stated that currently there is a budget deficit of $4 Million.

Commissioner Wainwright agreed with Commissioner Fowler, and added that department budgets would become unsustainable if the current financial situation continues.

Commissioner Udell agreed that there should be no increase to department budgets, and hoped the Board would be cautious in setting a millage rate that will not hamper the County’s budget.  He regretted there may be no raises for County employees this year.
Commissioner Maxwell also agreed that budgetary restrains were needed from all departments.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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