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  May 19, 2009

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United Stated of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	5/19/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               616,476.93 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               581,791.44 

	117
	
	 $                   6,953.48 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       60.64 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   8,181.19 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 36,923.25 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,312.73 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                      660.72 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $             1,819,420.60 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 68,622.63 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 30,887.26 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               115,356.56 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 32,507.19 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   3,198.30 

	 
	09-0507 - 09-0540

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    3,326,352.92 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 28219-2, in the amount of $227,049.19, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for the resurfacing of 179th Road & 160th Street to 165th Road.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 28220-2, in the amount of $158,595.73, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for the reconstruction of Walker Street
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 4, in the amount of $667,367.30, to The Scruggs Company for the reconstruction of CR 249.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 6600692-02, in the amount of $400,000.00, to The Haskell Company for the preliminary design and construction documents for Suwannee County Administration Building Addition.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 5.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for discussion regarding the Tentative Five Year Work Program.  
Jordan Green, Florida Department of Transportation, advised the Board this was an annual visit to discuss Suwannee County’s Tentative Five Year Work Program ending on 2014, and stated that any programs to be considered for 2015 must be submitted by July 1st.
He further advised on the funding mechanisms for these projects; he stated funding for the program comes from sales of doc stamps and currently sales are down; therefore due to the low funding source the program funding has been adjusted.
He also stated funding would be available from the Federal Economic Stimulus Program for roads covered under the Federal Aid Road System, and fiscally constrained counties would receive $250,000.00 in aid from FDOT along with the Federal funding. 
He further stated the project funded by FDOT on Suwannee County would be the road project for CR-252 to the Columbia County Line with an estimated price of $2 Million.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Green if the base of CR-252 would be widened.

Mr. Green replied if tests run on the original base reveal a need for a new base, then the base could be widened.

Commissioner Udell asked about an expected date of completion for work on the Walker Street project.
Mr. Green replied there was not an exact date to finish the project, but funding will be available on 2010 and the project should begin on 2011.

Commissioner Wainwright asked if the Perimeter Road project could be moved up on the list of projects once other projects are completed.

Mr. Green replied due to funding and the scheduling of the grant program, currently all projects were locked at their current positions.

No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, a presentation of annual stack reports for Suwannee American Cement.  
Krishna Cole, Environmental Engineer for Suwannee American Cement, advised that the air permit Suwannee American Cement received from DEP dictates which pollutants to test for at the facility.  He further advised the facility had been violation free since 2004, and that testing was based from stack results which provide a snap shot of the pollutants at a particular time. 
Commissioner Wainwright asked if the limits for pollutants were established by DEP.

Mr. Cole replied the limits had been set by DEP during the permitting process.

Commissioner Udell inquired as to the fuel source used; also he asked if Suwannee American Cement had been permitted to use tires a fuel source.

Mr. Cole replied that currently coal was the only fuel being use, and advised SAC had been approved for a permit allowing the use of tires; however the time period for that permit had lapsed.

Commissioner Udell asked what economic impact has the cement plant had on the County.

Mr. Cole replied he wasn’t aware of the economic impact; however SAC currently had 75 employees all living in the surrounding areas.

Mr. Jim Ward asked Mr. Cole if SAC had recently obtained a permit to use automobile fluff as a fuel source.

Mr. Cole replied SAC had obtained a permit from DEP to make use of automobile fluff, but due to some conflicts in the rules and regulations for auto shredding businesses the plans had been placed on hold.

Mr. Cole presented Suwannee American Cement’s Written Annual Summary of Emissions Monitoring and Stack Reports to the Board.
No action required from the Board.

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of an agreement for use of county owned boat ramps for the removal of deadhead logs from the Suwannee River, to expire December 31, 2009.  
Chairman Caruthers advised Agenda Item No. 8 had been withdrawn.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, approval to accept Mr. Murphy McLean, Jr. for the County Coordinator position, and discuss, with possible Board action, a start date of employment.  
Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. McLean when he could start at the position.
Mr. Murphy McLean replied, he had informed the Board he had a pending trip the first week of June, therefore June 22nd, 2009 would be his ideal starting date.

Chairman Caruthers recognized Monday June 22nd, 2009 as Mr. McLean’s official start date.

Commissioner Fowler moved to accept Mr. Murphy McLean, Jr. for the County Coordinator position.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider appointment of Pamela Blackmon as the Administrator for the Suwannee County Health Department.  
Mrs. Pamela Blackmon thanked Commissioner Fowler for being part of the interview process, and advised the Board Friday June 5th, 2009 would be her official starting date.
Commissioner Fowler moved to appoint Pamela Blackmon as the Administrator for the Suwannee County Health Department.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of a grant funding agreement with the Suwannee Valley Genealogy Society, Inc.  
Chairman Caruthers advised this matter required no Board action.

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request that 133rd Road beginning at CR 132 going North ending at 24th Street be changed to 133rd Thomas Road.  
Ms. Ellawese Washington advised the Board she was requesting the name change of 133rd Road in memory of her recently deceased brother.
Commissioner Udell stated he was in full support of Ms. Washington’s request, and advised the Washington family had lived in the County for a long time.

Commissioner Fowler expressed his concerned that allowing one name change would lead to an increase in the numbers of similar requests.

Commissioner Maxwell agreed with Commissioner Fowler to an increase in the number of requests; however, he stated if there was no change to the 911 addressing or mail addressing then he saw no reason to deny the request.

Commissioner Wainwright agreed with Commissioner Fowler, as he foresaw an increase to number of similar requests in the future.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request to rename 133rd Road beginning at CR 132 going North ending at 24th to 133rd Thomas Road.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Wainwright opposed.

At 5:29 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting.

At 5:42 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 13 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for presentation of Life Saving Awards.  
Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, explained to the Board he was recognizing fire fighter Shawn Hillingast at this meeting as well, because he had been unprepared to present Mr. Hillingast with an award from Fire Rescue at the previous meeting.

Mr. Conner awarded fire fighter Shawn Hillingast for his actions on March 3rd, 2009 where he rescued a County resident from a burning vehicle surrounded by live power lines.  Mr. Conner presented the prestigious life saving award to fire fighter Shawn Hillingast.

Mr. Conner continued by presenting awards to volunteer fire firefighters Guy Cooper and Steve Cooper for their actions in rescuing Ms. Tabitha Hudson after she had been ejected from her vehicle and consequently was trapped underneath it.  Mr. Conner presented the prestigious life saving awards to Mr. Guy Cooper and Mr. Steve Cooper.  Ms. Hudson thanked both for saving her life.
Mr. Conner invited Sheriff Tony Cameron to help present the remaining awards.  The prestigious life saving award to Mr. Tom Maynard, Mr. Russell Lee Willis, Mr. David Taylor, Mr. Martin Lee, Mr. Tony Abbot, Mr. Brain Crawford, Mr. William Cecil hall, Mr. William Underhill, Mr. Robert Eyre, Mr. Jamie Summers, and Mr. David Main for their rescue of a baby during Christmas day when her family’s vehicle was involved in an accident causing the vehicle to be underwater.
The family of the baby thanked all those involved on her rescue.
At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a supper break.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of a speech by Drew Land.
Mrs. Nancy Barnes advised the Board the speech by Drew Land was written for a County contest which he won.  She further advised he was going to participate in a State wide event in August, and stated the speech was on land uses in Florida, specifically Agricultural Land use in Florida.
Drew Land presented his speech to the Board.

The Board thanked Drew Land for his presentation and all the work he had done.

 Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the first of two public hearings, to rezone properties located in the Designated Urban Development Areas of Wellborn, Live Oak and Branford from RSF-1 to RSF-1/MH-1.  (Application No. LDR 09-2) 
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board this topic had been discussed at a previous meeting.  He stated the current zoning in areas surrounding Live Oak, Branford and Wellborn city limits does not allow the placement or replacement of mobile homes in these parcels; however some mobile homes were already in place prior to the original zoning establishment.  Mr. Meeks further stated the new zoning change will allow the placement of mobile homes in the future.
Mr. Meeks advised two public hearings were necessary due to the acreage of the parcels being rezoned.

At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the Public Hearing.

Mrs. Jill Elmore stated she was adjacent property owner and asked why she had not been informed by mail of the proposed zone change.

Mr. Meeks replied that County regulations do not dictate sending a mailed notice to adjacent property owners.  Mr. Meeks stated the notice had been published in the newspaper as required by County regulations.

At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the Public Hearing.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Meeks when the next public hearing will take place.

Mr. Meeks replied the next public hearing must he held on the Board’s next afternoon meeting on June 2nd, 2009.

No action required from the Board.
Agenda Item No. 16 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for discussion regarding the Lake Louise Boat Ramp project.
Rhett Wilkes stated he was present on behalf of Jerry Corbett, and expressed his concern with the slow pace of work in Lake Louise.  Mr. Wilkes asked if a construction deadline had been set for the project.

Chairman Caruthers replied that no deadline had been set by the Board, and currently the engineers were waiting on SRWMD to finish conducting its wetlands survey.

Mr. Curtis Keen, Keen Engineering, advised he was still in discussions with SRWMD, and the preliminary permits were filed in February.
Commissioner Udell asked Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, if the grant for the Lake Louise Project could be lost.

Mr. Scott replied the grant won’t be lost, and there was always the option to file for an extension.

Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Scott to provide an update on the project for the audience.

Mr. Scott advised the final plans for the boat ramp had been finalized and presented to SRWMD.  Mr. Scott stated SRWMD will review the plans within 90 days, and if approved by them it will be brought to the Board to proceed.
Bruce Campbell of Wellborn asked if litigation is brought forth on the issue and no work takes place past the deadline, would the County lose the grant.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, replied the grant deadline could be extended as stated by Mr. Scott.

Ed Pickels a Lake Louise Property Owner stated he was the first person to build a house on property at Lake Louise and at the time the lake was filthy and unusable.  He stated his opposition to the construction of a public boat ramp, warning that the lake would be rendered unusable again.
Tammy Williams a Suwannee County resident suggested the Board manage the lake property in a way that it can provide the County with a source of revenue, and stated her support for a public boat ramp.

Chairman Caruthers stated that a management plan for the Lake Louise property would also be required.
Mr. Scott advised that staff was currently working on a master plan for all County property, and would presented to the Board when ready.

Mr. Wendell Hill stated his opposition to the construction of a boat ramp, and asked the Board if any rules or regulations regarding boats had been established for the property.

Mr. Richard Cathcart a property owner on Lake Louise stated the Board would spend its money wiser by using it for recreational activities for the kids of Suwannee County, instead of focusing in building a boat ramp.
Mr. Jerry Corbett stated building a boat ramp would provide the children of the County with a place of entertainment, and warned against letting pristine public property in the County become private.

No action required from the Board.

ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 17 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of revised By-Laws for the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.  (Tabled during April 21, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Terry Burgess, Volunteer Fire Governing Board District 5 member, advised theses were the revised By-Laws as per the suggestions of the Board.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the revised By-Laws for the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Agenda Item No. 18 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There were three items to be considered.

A) Consider approval to submit an application to the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) for a HRSA grant in the amount of $188,100.00, for a new Health Department facility in Branford, and adoption of resolution for same.  (Sandra Grinnell, Code Compliance Officer)

B) Discuss, with possible Board action, the pay scale range for Building Code Administrator position.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator)

C) Consider approval to submit an application to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), for Assistance to Firefighter (AFG) Grant in the amount of $84,000.00, for a mobile air lighting trailer.  (Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director)

D) Discuss Personnel Policies. (Commissioner Wesley Wainwright)

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve adding the four above mentioned

items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on April 21, 2009, and of the emergency meeting held on April 29, 2009.

Commissioner Fowler noted a correction on page 6 of the April 21, 2009 minutes, stating the last name Manard should be changed to Maynard.  Commissioner Fowler also noted the destination of the army reserve had changed from Africa to Afghanistan.
Chairman Caruthers noted a misspelling of the last name spelled Whipp should read Whitt, and asked why the minutes did not reflected the Board’s consensus to obtain all work crews from Suwannee County Correctional Institution.

Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson replied that a review of the video for the meeting the matter showed the action had been proposed but no consensus by the Board had been given.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, suggested the Board grant its consensus for Suwannee County to obtain all its work crews from Suwannee County Correctional Institution.

It was the consensus of the Board for Suwannee County to obtain all its work crews from Suwannee County Correctional Institution.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the minutes, subject to changes noted.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 20 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

Mr. Bo Hancock advised the Board on Wiggins Road had not been completed as the road still needed lime rock and a drainage culvert.
Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated currently public works was still cleaning up from the recent flood and advised work on Wiggins Road would be completed in thirty to forty five days.

Mr. Hancock asked the Board if the road could be realigned, as part of his property is on the other side of the road and he would prefer for his property to be one continuous parcel.

Chairman Caruthers replied that if there was no advantage to the County for performing the work, the property owner is responsible for all costs.

Mrs. Jill Elmore asked what source of funding had been used for the work performed by the Haskell Group with regards to the Court House Annex project.

Chairman Caruthers advised the funding had been available through a Court Administrations Grant, and to date no County money had been used on the project.

Agenda Item No. 21 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, advised the Board the Finance Department was working on the budget.  He further advised the Board the possible changes to the Clerk’s funding could be coming, and he would keep the Board apprised of the situation.

Agenda Item No. 22 was for Staff Reports

A) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
Chairman Caruthers asked for the Board’s consensus that any work referred to the County Attorney should be approved by Department Heads.

It was the consensus of the Board that any work referred to the County Attorney should be approved by Department Heads.

B) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised the Board she 

would be attending a meeting in Orlando as part of an instruction program offered by the Extension Office Program.
C) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, thanked the Suwannee Democrat for 

advertising the upcoming CPR classes. He advised that first responder classes had been completed, and firefighter I classes would begin.

D) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.
E) Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the appraisal of the 

Maizell’s property would be complete by the end of the week.


Chairman Caruthers advised that Mr. Robinson should review the appraisal along with Mr. Airth.


Mr. Robinson further advised that due to Mr. Tony Cirigliano’s health problem currently Ms. Sandra Grinnell would begin handling some of his responsibilities, and stated Ms. Grinnell was taking part in a grant writing class to prepare her for her new responsibilities.  Mr. Robinson advised the Board did not have to pay Ms. Grinnell for her extra duties as she is volunteering her time.

F) Greg Scott, Park & Recreation Director, advised all river parks were open 

except for Little River and Royal Springs; however cleaning continues and they should be opened by Memorial Day weekend.

Mr. Scott further advised he and Mr. Airth were involved in talks regarding boats and boating in Lake Louise, and the future need to place signs on the property.

G) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval of Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Exhibit A – Traffic Signal Intersections Maintained and Operated for FY 09/10, Effective 07/01/2009 to 06/30/2010, in the amount of $5,728.50, and approval to submit to FDOT an invoice in the amount of $5,562.00 for FY 08/09 for the period of 07/01/2008 to 06/30/2009.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the reimbursement was based on 

an agreement with FDOT, in which FDOT will reimburse the County any money spent on maintaining intersection lights on State Roads. 
Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. Sikes of the possibility of placing a traffic 

light at the intersection of Bass Road and US 129.


Mr. Sikes replied FDOT had previously conducted a study of the intersection, and at the time it was determined a traffic light was not needed.  He added the additional traffic due to the recent road work, will warrant a new study by FDOT to determine the need for a traffic light.  Mr. Sikes stated he would contact FDOT.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Exhibit A – Traffic Signal Intersections Maintained and Operated for FY 09/10, Effective 07/01/2009 to 06/30/2010, in the amount of $5,728.50, and approval to submit to FDOT an invoice in the amount of $5,562.00 for FY 08/09 for the period of 07/01/2008 to 06/30/2009.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No 24 was to consider approval of Memorandum of Agreement – Economic Stimulus Project with FDOT for the widening and resurfacing of CR 252/Pinemount Road from CR 137 to Columbia County Line, and approval of enabling resolution.  (Financial Project ID 426223-1-52-01)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this road project was the same as the one detailed by Mr. Green earlier in the meeting, and is for the widening and resurfacing of CR 252/Pinemount Road from CR 137 to Columbia County Line.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement – Economic Stimulus Project with FDOT for the widening and resurfacing of CR 252/Pinemount Road from CR 137 to Columbia County Line, and approval of enabling resolution.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 25 was to consider adoption of a resolution extending the Local State of Emergency (LSE), if needed, due to the flooding on the Suwannee River.  Chairman 
Jesse Caruthers advised the item had been withdrawn.
Agenda Item No. 26 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

A) Consider approval to submit an application to the Health Resources and

Services Administration (HRSA) for a HRSA grant in the amount of $188,100.00, for a new Health Department facility in Branford, and adoption of resolution for same.  

Sandra Grinnell, Code Compliance Officer, advised the Board this item was placed on the agenda as an Emergency Agenda Item due to the grant deadline. 
Commissioner Maxwell asked what amount the County would have to provide in matching funds. 
Ms. Grinnell stated there was a County match of $20,900.00 for this grant.

Chairman Caruthers stated the money for this matching grant would have to be allocated in the budget, and asked that Ms. Grinnell contact Leeta Bronson in the finance department.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve submitting an application to the
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) for a HRSA grant in the amount of $188,100.00, for a new Health Department facility in Branford, and adoption of a resolution for the same.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
B) Discuss, with possible Board action, the pay scale range for Building Code
 Administrator position.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board Mr. Patrick Taylor had been hired as the new Building Code Administrator.  Mr. Robinson added Mr. Taylor would be working under Mr. Bobby Johnson.
Mr. Robinson suggested the Board raise Mr. Taylor’s salary to mid range once he has been certified.  
Chairman Caruthers asked what length of time Mr. Taylor would require to be certified.

Mr. Robinson advised it takes 120 days of training to obtain a provisional license and two years to be State certified. Mr. Robinson further advised that if Mr. Taylor does not receive his provisional license, the Board should hire someone else.

No action taken by the Board at this time.

C) Consider approval to submit an application to the Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA), for Assistance to Firefighter Grant (AFG) in the amount of $84,000.00, for a mobile air lighting trailer.  
Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised this was a grant from FEMA in the amount of $84,000.00 to purchase a mobile air compressor, used to fill air packs used by fire fighters, a lighting tower and a generator.  Mr. Conner further advised it was a 90-10 grant, with 10% to be paid by the County.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve submitting an application to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), for Assistance to Firefighter Grant (AFG) in the amount of $84,000.00, for a mobile air lighting trailer.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Discuss Personnel Policies. 
Commissioner Wainwright advised that under current policies probationary employees were employed up to six months but there were no formal evaluations for these employees.  Commissioner Wainwright stated there was a need for formal evaluations of all employees.
Chairman Caruthers stated County policy called for yearly evaluations.

Commissioner Udell asked if formal evaluations would also be done for Staff that works at the will of the Board.

Commissioner Wainwright replied that documentation will help departments to be managed better.

No action required from the Board at this time.

Agenda Item No. 27 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.      
Chairman Caruthers stated Mr. Donald Robinson retires May 29, 2009 and thanked Mr. Robinson  for all his work.    
Commissioner Wainwright advised that if the Board still wished to honor Casey Willis and Casey Brewer, they would have to be invited to the next Board meeting, and stated Mr. Greg Scott would contact Casey Willis and his family.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9: 20 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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