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May 11, 2009

County Coordinator Interviews

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to conduct interviews for the position of County Coordinator, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was NOT present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
The first candidate to be interviewed was Mr. Tommy Daniels.  Mr. Daniels made his opening statements and the Board Members proceeded to take turns asking Mr. Daniels questions about his experience, skills, understanding of the job, salary expectations and availability to begin the duties of the position if he were selected.
The Chairman recessed for a break at 9:47 a.m. and reconvened at 9:57 a.m.

The second candidate to be interviewed was Mr. Gerald Driggers.  Mr. Driggers gave an opening statement and the Board Members proceeded to ask their questions.  Mr. Driggers then made his closing statements.

The Chairman recessed for a break at 10:32 a.m. and reconvened at 10:37 a.m.

The third candidate was Mr. Joseph Gerrity Jr.  Mr. Gerrity stated he had no opening statements as the Board had his resume’ and he would entertain their questions.  The Board Members proceeded with their questions of Mr. Gerrity.

The Chairman recessed for a break at 11:12 a.m. and reconvened at 11:17 a.m.

The fourth candidate was Mr. Hubert Jacques.  Mr. Jacques gave his opening statements regarding education and experience.  The Board then proceeded with their questions.

The fifth candidatea a was Mr. Murphy McLean Jr.  Mr. McLean gave a lengthy opening statement regarding prior experiences.  The Board then proceeded with questions.  Mr. McLean made a closing statement and thanked the board for the opportunity to be considered.
The Chairman recessed for lunch at 12:40 p.m. and reconvened at 1:35 p.m.

The sixth candidate was Mr. George Sirmans.  Mr. Sirmans gave a brief opening statement and the Board proceeded with their questioning.
The Chairman recessed for a break at 2:15 p.m. and reconvened at 2:25 p.m.

The seventh and last candidate was Baynard Ward, Jr.  Mr. Ward gave his opening remarks and then entertained questions from the Board.  Mr. Ward thanked the board for the opportunity to be considered.
The Board Members then proceeded to complete their ranking sheets of each of the candidates and gave them to Kristy Harrison, Administrative Services Director.  The Chairman then recessed at 3:15 p.m. while Ms. Harrison and Deputy Clerks Tyson and Cuenca tabulated the ranking sheets and totaled the scores.

At 3:55 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting.  Ms. Harrison advised the Board of the results of the tabulations and the rankings of the candidates.  
The rankings with number 1 being the highest score were as follows:

1. Mr. George Sirmans

2. Mr. Murphy McLean Jr.

3. Mr. Joseph Gerrity Jr.

4. Mr. Hubert Jacques

5. Mr. Baynard Ward, Jr.

6. Mr. Gerald Driggers

7. Mr. Tommy Daniels

The Board discussed the ranking results and the salary range for the position which was $58, 000 to $88,000.  The Board discussed the amount they would be willing to offer to the candidates as a starting salary.  Discussion ensued regarding their ability and willingness to offer above mid range, which was $71,000, as a starting salary and some of the candidate’s statements regarding their salary expectations being at the top of the range.


Commissioner Wainwright motioned to offer $80,000 to the top two candidates in their order of ranking.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion carried 3-2 with Commissioners Caruthers and Fowler opposed.


Further discussion ensued regarding the fact that this salary offer was above the amount that some other county department directors were currently receiving.


Commissioner Udell motioned to rescind the prior action of the salary offer.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Wainwright opposed.


Commissioner Udell motioned to offer a midrange starting salary of $71,000 and make that offer to the candidates beginning with the top ranked candidate and proceed down the list of candidates until one accepted.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Wainwright opposed.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  


Chairman Caruthers reminded the Members of an Emergency Meeting on May 12, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. in the County Offices to renew the Local State of Emergency Declaration.  He also advised the Financial Workshop scheduled for May the 13th, 2009 at 9:00 would be held at Live Oak City Council Chambers, not at the EOC as previously scheduled.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
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