Book 50 Page 68
  May 5, 2009

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Wainwright led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United Stated of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	5/5/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               856,510.53 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 43,287.30 

	117
	
	 $                   8,024.17 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,257.67 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 13,057.80 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 36,373.70 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   5,017.46 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                       72.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               159,315.31 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 76,122.37 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 27,707.87 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 30,327.52 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 75,752.99 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      515.20 

	 
	09-0482 - 09-0506

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,347,341.89 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $531,413.86, to The Scruggs Company for the reconstruction of CR 249.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3859393, in the amount of $4,650.00, to URS Corporation, for professional services through April 3, 2009.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to appoint Ernest Sellers, as District 3 member, to serve on the Suwannee County Development Authority, term to begin on May 1, 2009 and expire on April 30, 2013.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to appoint Ronald Cook, as replacement for Tracy Dowdy as District 2 member, to serve on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board, term to begin immediately and expire on September 30, 2009.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to appoint Richard Herring to serve on the Suwannee County Museum Association, term to begin immediately and expire on December 31, 2011.

Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve a Certificate of Participation, with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), for Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, in the amount of $414,817.00, as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 7.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to submit an application to the U.S. Department of Justice for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, in the amount of $67,780.00 for the Suwannee County Drug Task Force.  
Sheriff Tony Cameron advised the Board this was a non-matching grant in the amount of $67,780.00, and it will be used by the Suwannee County Drug Task Force over a period of three years.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the request to submit an application to the U.S. Department of Justice for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, in the amount of $67,780.00 for the Suwannee County Drug Task Force.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Sheriff Cameron wished to provide the Board with further information regarding Agenda Item No. 7 under Consent Agenda Items.  
Sheriff Cameron explained there is a condition in the grant that states the money must be used Countywide; therefore, he will discuss with Police Chief Buddy Williams about a possible 80-20 split of the grant funds between the Sheriff’s Office and the Live Oak Police Department.
Sheriff Cameron further advised Shawn Larney would be the new grant coordinator for the Sheriff’s Office.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request for reduction of lease payment, from $1250.00 per month to $825.00 per month, for rental of large hangar at Airport.  
Jim Fessler, Fessler Aviation, Inc. stated he has been leasing a large hangar at the airport for approximately six years, and in that time only 2% of his business has come from Live Oak.  He added that T-Hangar leases state that no maintenance work can be done in the T-Hangars or on the ramps; however that condition is often ignored even by County employees.  Mr. Fessler stated this changes the conditions under which he leased the hangar, and therefore was requesting a reduction on his lease payment.

Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. Fessler if he had previously made the Board aware of the situation.

Mr. Fessler stated he had previously reported the infractions, but nothing had been done about the matter.

Commissioner Wainwright asked Donald Robison, Assistant County Coordinator, if any County employees at the airport were working on private planes.
Mr. Donald Robinson stated he had not witnessed any County employees carrying out such work.  He added he’d been informed the reason Mr. Fessler’s maintenance business was having problems was the hourly rate he charged for work, and not due to county employees working on private planes.
Mr. Fessler stated his rate for services was $70 an hour a very comparable and competitive rate.
Commissioner Udell stated the agenda item was to discuss a reduction of the lease payment, and asked Mr. Robinson if he was in favor of granting the request.

Mr. Robinson stated he was in favor of granting Mr. Fessler a reduction on the hangar lease.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request for a reduction of lease payment, from $1,250.00 per month to $825.00 per month for a period of six months, and for the lease to be reviewed at the end of the six months.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Robinson if the reduced fee would also need approval from FDOT.

Mr. Robinson replied that FDOT approval would be needed, but did not foresee any problems with the requested being approved by FDOT as well.

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to place a 24x36 modular building on property leased by The American Legion Post #107.  
Commander Richard Buffinton, The American Legion Post #107, advised the Board he was requesting permission to place a modular building on property being leased by The American Legion at 142nd Street.
Chairman Caruthers asked Commander Buffinton the reason for his request.

Commander Buffinton stated there was a lack of space at the building being currently occupied, and advised the modular building would provide much needed space.
Commissioner Maxwell reminded the Board the American Legion was in a long term lease for the property, and asked Commander Buffinton if the modular building could be used by other entities when not in use by The American Legion.
Commander Buffinton replied that as part of the agreement between the Board and The American Legion, the modular building can be used by other entities when not in use by the American Legion.

Commissioner Fowler asked Commander Buffinton if he had obtained a permit from the Building Department to set up the modular building.

Commander Buffinton stated he had checked with the Building Department and had been informed a commercial use building permit would be needed.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the request to place a 24x36 modular building on property leased by The American Legion Post #107, subject to obtaining a permit from the Building Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to use Exhibition II on the second (2nd) and fourth (4th) Friday of each month for the purpose to hold an auction.  (Gary Bonny, Tri-State Auction Services)
Chairman Caruthers announced Agenda Item No. 11 had been withdrawn.

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of ranking sheet for the interviews for the County Coordinator position.  
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, advised the Board she had received a fax from Mr. Michael Brillhart withdrawing his name from consideration for the position of County Coordinator.  Ms. Harrison read the letter into the record, and presented the Board with a tentative interview schedule and an interview score sheet.  She stated the score sheet had been revised and approved by Chairman Caruthers, Mr. Donald Robinson and herself.

Ms. Harrison further advised the total number of candidates for the position of County Coordinator stood at seven.  She stated Michael Brillhart, Michael Phillips, and Michael Miller had withdrawn their names from consideration.
Commissioner Udell inquired as to the difference between the old scoring system and the use of the new score sheet, and how a winner was determined from the score sheet.
Chairman Caruthers replied the highest score would be considered the Board’s top choice, and added the new score sheet eliminated the confusion from the previous system in which the candidate with the lowest score was the Board’s top choice.
Commissioner Wainwright suggested the Board consider taking the top two or three choices and further interview them.
Commissioner Udell stated if the candidate with the highest score is the Board’s top choice, he did not see the need to interview the candidates again, unless there was a tie.  He added however if there was a tie, the Board could simply rescore the candidates.
Commissioner Maxwell stated the Board would ask all the relevant questions to the position during the first interview, therefore he felt there was no need to interview the top candidates a second time.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to select the top two choices along with any tie scores, and to further interview the candidates for the position of County Coordinator.  Commissioner Fowler seconded for discussion.
Commissioner Fowler advised that if the Board chose to hold further interviews for the top candidates, then those interviews must be held on the same day otherwise it would be impractical.
Commissioner Udell agreed the Board should take action in the event of a tie, but believes it could be accomplished through a vote process rather than to interview the candidates again.

 Hal Airth, County Attorney, asked Ms. Harrison if the candidate chosen for the position declines, to whom the Board offers the job.
Ms. Harrison replied if the Board’s top candidate declines, then the offer is given to the second rank candidate.  She stated the process continues in the same manner until a candidate accepts the position.

Commissioner Wainwright rescinded his motion, and Commissioner Fowler rescinded his second.

Commissioner Udell moved to make use of the score sheet as is and to consider the highest score for the position of County Coordinator.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion passed 4-1 with Commissioner Wainwright opposed.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, inquired if the top candidate for the job is automatically hired, or are three votes needed to confirm the selection.

Chairman Caruthers replied that three votes from the Board are needed to hire the candidate for the position.

At 9:58 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a break.

At 10:20 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and moved to Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider acceptance of E911 Rural County Grant, in the amount of $34,802.00, for maintenance of E911 system.  
James Robinson, 911 Coordinator, advised the Board the grant had been applied for in early spring and was a non-matching grant. 

Commissioner Udell moved to accept the E911 Rural County Grant, in the amount of $34,802.00, for maintenance of E911 system.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution adopting by reference the Suwannee River Water Management Greenway 2000 Vision Plan; providing for phased implementation of the Highway 129 Trail within Suwannee County’s jurisdiction linking the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford to the Santa Fe River in Phase One (1) and to the Nature Coast State Trail, and authorizing staff to request Highway 129 Trail funding from the Florida Department of Transportation.  
Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, introduced Richard Rubin and John Canada from Synergy Solutions to provide the Board with an update of Florida Communities Trust Grant and to discuss adopting a resolution to help obtain funding to purchase the Sandy Point property.
Mr. John Canada updated the Board on funding for the Florida Communities Trust, stating the senate had allocated no funding for the Florida Communities Trust for Fiscal Year 2009. 
Mr. Richard Rubin advised the Board the Sandy Point Project had fallen 15 points short of winning, and the Greenway Trail to serve the Sandy Point area would provide 15 points.  Mr. Rubin stated the trail would link the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford to the Santa Fe River, and eventually it would connect to the Nature Coast Trail in Gilchrist County.  He further stated FDOT will provide funding for the first phase of the Trail a distance of 2.5 miles on US 129, and the trail will be ready for use by 2015.  
Chairman Caruthers stated he was in favor of a Greenway Trail, however, he stated a need for a master plan for funding and maintenance before the Board considers obtaining the property.
Greg Scott advised Sandy Point could be a potential source of revenue, however the money could only be used for the park.  He stated if the Board purchased the property operations at Sandy Point would remain as they are for a transitional period, and during this time a master plan for the property can be crafted.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Rubin if the County purchases the property, could the County lease the property to other entities.

Mr. Rubin replied the County could not lease the property to any other entities, as the Trust Program prohibits any commercial enterprises.

Commissioner Udell stated the County should purchase Sandy Point and preserve it as a public place; however he expressed his concern with the lack of funding to purchase the property.
Commissioner Maxwell stated Sandy Point is a popular County attraction frequently visited by County residents.  He added that Sandy Point was in danger of becoming private property in the future unless the Board acts.  Commissioner Maxwell asked if the County bought the property, would campsites be allowed.

Mr. Scott replied they would and that houses and any permanent structure would have to be removed, as they were prohibited by the Trust Program.

Chairman Caruthers asked if the grant for the Sandy Point Project is approved, what purchasing guidelines the Board would have to follow.

Mr. Rubin explained the property is assessed by two state approved appraisers, and the purchase price can not higher than the highest of the two appraisals.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve as requested adoption of a resolution adopting by reference the Suwannee River Water Management Greenway 2000 Vision Plan; providing for phased implementation of the Highway 129 Trail within Suwannee County’s jurisdiction linking the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford to the Santa Fe River in Phase One (1) and to the Nature Coast State Trail, and authorizing staff to request Highway 129 Trail funding from the Florida Department of Transportation.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 15 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request from Powell & Jones, Certified Public Accounts, to extend time for delivery of audit report to May 15, 2009.  
Barry A. Baker, Clerk of Circuit Court, was not present and Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson presented the agenda item to the Board.
Mr. Tyson advised the Board that Mr. Powell, County Auditor, had requested extending the delivery date for the audit report to May 15, 2009 due to special audits for outgoing constitutional officers.  Mr. Tyson added that a copy of the audit report will be provided to the Board by May 13, 2009, and Mr. Powell will individually meet with each Board Member between May 13 and the first board meeting in June if they so request.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the request from Powell & Jones, Certified Public Accounts, to extend time for delivery of audit report to May 15, 2009.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motioned carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of The Big Read Grant Agreement, in the amount of $4,600.00, for Suwannee River Regional Library.  
John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised the grant will be used to hold another Big Read event in February 2010.  Mr. Hales stated the grant had been authorized and was requesting Board approval to apply.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve application for The Big Read Grant, in the amount of $4,600.00, for Suwannee River Regional Library.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
GENERAL BUSINESS: ouse Bill 137
Agenda Item No. 17 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There were seven items to consider.

A)  Consider adoption of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency in
Suwannee County, due to flooding of the Suwannee River, Santa Fe River and adjacent areas, effective until May 12, 2009.

B)  Consider approval of job description and pay scale for Building Code 
Administrator, and approval to advertise in-house for same.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator)

C) Consider approval to advertise for bids for roof replacement at the Extension 
Office.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator)

D) Permission to add flood victims to the Hardship Waiver Fee for building 
permits.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator)

E) Permission for County Maintenance Department to replace sewage pipe 
located on Garden Club property that connects to County Lift Station.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator)

F) Discuss Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances dealing with Alcoholic Beverages, and possible amendment to the ordinance.  (Commissioner Wesley Wainwright)
G) Discuss purchase of additional lots adjacent to the Branford Fire Department building.  (Commissioner Wesley Wainwright)

Commissioner Udell moved to approve adding the seven above mentioned items,

to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the minutes of emergency meeting held on April 20, 2009, and of facilities tour held on April 21, 2009.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the minutes, as written, of emergency meeting held on April 20, 2009, and of the facilities tour held on April 21, 2009.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
There were none.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for Staff Reports

A)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.
B) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, stated the Take Charge of Your
Diabetes program is a nine week program and would begin on May 24, 2009.  She advised Advent Christian Village will provide the program with a dietician, thus helping reduce the cost to participate in the program.
C) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, complimented Sheriff Cameron and
Emergency Management for the work and help they provided during the Flood, and advised he had received a thank you letter for the help provided to Advent Christian Village.

Mr. Conner stated he and staff were working with local organizations and churches to begin a community CPR program.  

D) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated State Aid to Libraries

had almost been eliminated by the legislature.  However, due the quick response by the F.A.C, the Small County Coalition, the Board and the public State Aid had been reinstated.  He thanked the Board and the public for their assistance on the matter.
E) Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised his surgery was
scheduled for June 11, 2009, but may be sooner.  He further advised that he would be retiring on May 29, 2009.  

Chairman Caruthers asked for the Board’s consensus to allow the Chairman in case of an emergency to sign documents in the absence of a County Coordinator.


It was the Board’s consensus to allow Chairman Caruthers, in case of an emergency, to sign documents in the absence of a County Coordinator.


Mr. Robinson stated the appraisal for the Mizell’s property would be ready within a couple of weeks.

F) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised the Board several parks
were still closed due to damage from the flood, further he stated that repair had begun on some of the parks as he continued to work with FEMA to assess the total damage from the flood.

Mr. Scott introduced Mr. Curtis Keen from Keen Engineering to update the Board on the status of the Lake Louise project and to explain the design.

Mr. Keen advised the Board the project would require a commercial permit, and there were rules and regulations associated with this permit.  Mr. Keen stated the SRWMD called for wetlands in the property to be marked for preservation or mitigation.  He advised SRWMD called for a wetland mitigation ration of 1 to 3; for every acre of wetland used, it must be replaced by 3 acres.  He further advised there would have to be conservation easements near the boat ramp.

Mr. Keen stated the project would be completed by Spring 2010.

G) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.
Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding of bid for the resurfacing of 52nd Street & 71st Road in District 4.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-03)  (Bids were opened during April 21, 2009 Board meeting.)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid to The Scruggs Company of Valdosta, Georgia in the amount of $231,505.86.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to accept the recommendation by the Bid Review Committee and award the bid to The Scruggs Company of Valdosta, Georgia in the amount of $231,505.86.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval of joint participation with the City of Live Oak to provide a luncheon on Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at 1:00 P.M. for the National Guard’s 269th Well Drillers being deployed to Africa.  (Tabled during April 21, 2009 Board meeting.)  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised  the City of Live Oak had agreed to pay half of the cost; and there would be approximately 200 people attending the luncheon; however, a total cost for the luncheon had not yet been determined.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to accept participating with the City of Live Oak to provide a luncheon on Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at 1:00 P.M. for the National Guard’s 269th Well Drillers being deployed to Africa, and to pay half of the expenses.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No 24 was to seek permission for North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to apply for Community Development Block Grant for a water tower and well to be located at the Catalyst Site.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the wrong location for the water tower had been noted on the agenda item. He stated the agenda item was regarding the US 129/I-10 exchange on the North side of the County.  Mr. Robinson asked Mr. Airth if it was okay to proceed with the agenda item as stated.
Hal Airth, County Attorney, replied it was okay to continue with the agenda item.

Commissioner Maxwell asked Mr. Robinson why the County was applying for a Grant to place a water tower on the US 129/I-10 exchange and not applying for the water tower needed at the Catalyst Project site.

Mr. Robinson replied the City of Live Oak would apply for the grant to build a water tower at the Catalyst Project site; and added the County had a verbal agreement with the City of Live Oak to provide help with obtaining a grant for construction of a water tower on the US 129/I-10 exchange.
Chairman Caruthers stated if application for the grant did not affect work on any future County Catalyst project, he was not opposed to helping develop commercial growth on the North side of the County.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to apply for a Community Development Block Grant for a water tower and well to be located near the US 129/I-10 exchange.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

A) Consider adoption of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency in
Suwannee County, due to flooding of the Suwannee River, Santa Fe River and adjacent areas, effective until May 12, 2009.

Commissioner Udell move to adopt a resolution declaring a Local State of

Emergency in Suwannee County, due to flooding of the Suwannee River, Santa Fe River and adjacent areas, effective until May 12, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Consider approval of job description and pay scale for Building Code 
Administrator and approval to advertise in-house for same.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board approval of the job description was necessary to continue with the hiring process.

Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Robinson the reason for a new job description.

Mr. Robinson stated it was done by recommendation of the labor attorney Mr. Larkin to allow in-house advertisement of the position.

Chairman Caruthers stated the new job description did not state the position was under the supervision of the County Coordinator, and that fact must be stated explicitly in the job description.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the job description and pay scale for the 
Building Code Administrator and approval to advertise in-house for same, pending inclusion of wording stating the position is subject to County Coordinator supervision.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C) Consider approval to advertise for bids for a roof replacement at the
Extension Office.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board he would like approval to advertise for a new roof at the Extension office, and for review of the roof plans by the Maintenance Director and himself prior to advertising.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request to advertise for bids for a roof replacement at the Extension office subject to review of the roof plans by Mr. Donald Robinson and Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Permission to add flood victims to the Hardship Waiver Fee for building
permits.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, requested the Board to allow flood victims to be considered for the Hardship Waiver Fee for building permits.
Commissioner Wainwright moved to grant permission to add flood victims to the Hardship Waiver Fee for building permits.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

E) Permission for County Maintenance Department to replace sewage pipe
located on Garden Club property that connects to County Lift Station.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, stated the Garden’s Club sewer system needs to be replaced and advised the cause of the problem may be originating on County property.  He was therefore requesting the Board’s permission to allow the County Maintenance Department to do the repairs on Garden Club property.
Commissioner Udell asked for Mr. Airth’s recommendation to the Board on the matter.
Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated that Garden Club property was private property, and therefore it is their responsibility to maintain and upkeep any sewer lines located on the property.  He further stated the County Maintenance Department can only perform maintenance on County property.

Commissioner Udell moved to grant permission to work and replace the sewage line within County property.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
F) Discuss Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances dealing with Alcoholic 

Beverages, and possible amendment to the ordinance.  
Commissioner Wesley Wainwright, advised the Board he had been contacted by the owners of the Keg Room located on District 5.  Commissioner Wainwright stated the owners the Keg Room were seeking an amendment to the ordinance that will grandfather them in, as they were in compliance with the law prior to the recent ordinance change.
Commissioner Udell agreed with the request of a grandfather clause by the owners of the Keg Room 

Commissioner Maxwell disagreed with the requested, and stated that prior to the amendment of the ordinance there was no wording that allowed bars to have Sunday sales.  He further stated Sunday sale in the County is allowed under very specific exemptions and restrictions.

Commissioner Fowler stated prior to the amendment of the ordinance only one bar held Sunday sales, and disagreed with providing a grandfather clause.  He advised the ordinance had been amended to clarify that stand alone bars cannot operate as if they were restaurants.
There was no action taken by the Board.

G) Discuss purchase of additional lots adjacent to the Branford Fire Department
building.  
Commissioner Wesley Wainwright advised the Board there was available an $188,000.00 grant to build a new Health Department building in Branford.  He stated he was seeking the Board’s permission to meet with property owners adjacent to the Branford Fire Station, and discuss the possibility of purchasing these properties to be used for the future construction of a multipurpose County Annex building in Branford.

It was the consensus of the Board to allow Commissioner Wainwright to pursue the issue, and to present the information to the Board at a later time.
Agenda Item No. 26 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Maxwell asked the Board to recognize the son of Mr. Hal Land and Mrs. Tamil Land for his public speaking achievements, and requested the Board invite him to present his speech to the Board.

The Board Members were in agreement.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:14 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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