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April 21, 2009



Facilities Tour



Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time at 906 N. Ohio Avenue, Live Oak, for a Facilities Tour Workshop, to inspect the 906 N. Ohio Avenue Professional Building, Mizell’s Property, Nettie Baisden School and Douglas Center School facilities, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Clerk of the Circuit Court, Barry Baker, Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk and various County Staff.  

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. Barry Baker; Clerk of the Circuit Court provided the Commissioners with a folder containing information regarding each facility and other information on office and storage space issues.
Clerk Barry Baker, advised the purpose of the workshop is to provide the Board with an overview of the office and storage space needs as well as the availabilities of the County’s current facilities, and information regarding future relocations of staff and possible future facilities construction. 
The Board walked through the 906 Professional Building, currently leased by the Clerk of the Circuit Court, which houses the Finance and Administrative Division of the Clerk.  Clerk Baker advised the building is available for further lease or purchase.

At 1: 37 p.m. the group departed this location.
At 1:43 p.m. the Board arrived at the Mizell's Building at the corner of Pine Avenue and Wilbur Street.  Clerk Baker advised the Board this building is available for further lease or purchase.  Discussion ensued regarding the potential purchase of the property and the need for a current appraisal and environmental study.
At 1:52 p.m. the Board departed this location.

At 1:55 p.m. the Board arrived at the Nettie Baisden School property which is now owned by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners.  

Mr. Mark Carver, the Facilities Manager for Suwannee County School Board joined the tour and provided information regarding the Nettie Baisden property.  He advised the original building was built in 1939, and the addition was built in 1954.  He stated that in 1995 the building got a new roof with a 20 year warranty.  He advised much of the asbestos had been abated but the area under the floor of the older building still needed asbestos abatement. He added that climate control in these buildings is an issue as they were not built with climate control in mind and the construction is not conducive to climate control.  He advised the School Board had considered various scenarios for remodeling the buildings and had abandoned the ideas as impractical and cost prohibitive compared to new construction.  The board inspected several rooms of both buildings.
At 2:17 p.m. the Board departed this location.

At 2:25 p.m. the Board arrived at the Douglas Center School Property.  Mr. Carver provided similar information regarding this facility noting that the School Board had likewise decided that rehabilitation and remodeling for their purposes was not cost effective.  He mentioned when constructed, there were no requirements for storm water issues and there is no storm water retention or drainage plan and some of the grounds become very wet.  He also noted that climate control is very impractical with most of the buildings in the facility.  The Board toured several rooms in various parts of the building.  Discussion ensued regarding proposed plans for the Courthouse addition and the fact that it does not really adequately address the current and future space needs for the County.  Discussion of an administrative complex at the Nettie Baisden property ensued, as well as the possible purchase of the Mizell’s property.  The consensus of the Board was that they had much to consider regarding space needs and a direction for the Board to pursue on these issues.
At 3:05 p.m. Chairman Caruthers declared the Workshop adjourned.
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______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER
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