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  April 20, 2009

Emergency Operations Center Building

Live Oak, Florida

Emergency Meeting – LSE - Flooding


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency meeting in the EOC Building at 617 Ontario Avenue SW, Suite 200, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright.  Commissioner Douglass Udell was not present.  Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk and Hal A. Airth, County Attorney were also present.  Jeff Waters and John Koch were present representing the press.
Chairman Caruthers noted a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. to consider renewing the Local State of Emergency as flooding and property damage continues in the County.  Commissioner Wainwright motioned to adopt a Resolution extending the Local State of Emergency (L.S.E.) for 10 days until April 30, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2009-24)
Sheriff Tony Cameron as Emergency Management Director briefed the Board regarding the status of the flooding and the responses
Sheriff Cameron stated he continued to observe the Flooding from the Suwannee River.  He asked Lt. Tom Warren of the Sheriff’s Office to advise the Board regarding the reported damage.  Lt Warren stated that a total of 212 known homes have been affected by the flooding with 18 Destroyed, 37 Receiving Major Damage, 17 Receiving Minor Damage, and 140 Made Inaccessible.  He added damage to several roads and other property such as parks could not yet be assessed.  Sheriff Cameron advised the President has not yet made a Disaster Declaration for our area and the status of such a declaration is unknown at this time.  He stated that property damage in our county would certainly meet the value threshold for FEMA assistance.  He advised a Recovery Team from the State Emergency Management Division is currently in Hamilton County and is due to be in our county in a few days.  He added they had requested a facility with numerous telephone lines.  The consensus of the Board and the Sheriff was to have the Recovery Team work from the EOC building.
Chairman Caruthers noted that the County was in the process of recruiting a County Coordinator and that Interim Coordinator; Donald Robinson would be retiring soon, likely during the period of disaster recovery.  Consensus of the Board was to call upon the other County Department Directors and senior staff to assist in management and administrative efforts during this recovery period.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:13 a.m.
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______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN
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