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  April 10, 2009

EOC Building

Live Oak, Florida

Emergency Meeting – LSE - Flooding


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency meeting in the EOC Building at 617 Ontario Avenue SW, Suite 200, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  John Koch was present representing the press.
Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. to renew the Local State of Emergency declared on April 4, 2009, due to Flooding, and called on Sheriff Tony Cameron who had requested the meeting as Emergency Management Director.
Sheriff Cameron stated he continued to observe the Suwannee River and advised it had risen only nine inches at Ellaville; however the river was not expected to crest at Ellaville until April 11 or 12, 2009.  He stated that the river continued to rise at Dowling Park, and currently there were 30 County roadways underwater.  He advised the extent of the damage was still unknown.
Sheriff Cameron advised that police presence had been increased to areas near the flooded areas to prevent looting and break-ins.  He also advised that Fire Rescue was providing its services to help evacuate people in the affected areas, and added that most people had been evacuated from areas that had become inaccessible.  
Chairman Caruthers asked for information regarding the Governor’s declaration of a disaster area.
Bryan Lowe, Florida Department of Emergency Management State Regional Coordinator, advised the Governor had sent his recommendation through FEMA to the President requesting a Presidential Disaster Declaration.  He stated most Counties in the State would be assessed and added to the declaration if they meet a certain monetary threshold in damages.  Mr. Lowe further advised that the threshold for Suwannee County would be approximately $150,000.00 in damages.  He stated his confidence at Suwannee County being able to meet the threshold needed to be added to the disaster declaration.
Commissioner Fowler complemented Sheriff Cameron for all the worked he has done, and requested an ambulance be placed on stand-by to respond to Dowling Park.
Sheriff Cameron advised that citizens in Branford had been notified of the flood warning; however the citizens did not seem concerned with the possibility of flood.

Commissioner Wainwright agreed with the Sheriff’s assessment, and stated that everyone he encountered had been notified of the flood warning.  Commissioner Wainwright asked when the Suwannee River would crest at Branford.
Sheriff Cameron stated the Suwannee River was predicted to crest at Branford on Thursday April 16, 2009.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the renewal the Local State of Emergency to be effective until April 20, 2009.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Public Safety Director Charlie Conner advised if conditions continue to deteriorate, he would have to relocate personnel responding to emergency calls near the flooded zones to different staging areas.  He stated a further problem would be delay in response time as crews would have to travel around flooded roads to reach those in need of services.  Mr. Conner also stated he would work towards fulfilling Commissioner Fowler’s request.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m.
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