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  April 7, 2009

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, Jhony Cuenca, and Tracy Baldwin Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	4/7/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,341,367.34 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               658,367.79 

	117
	
	 $                   9,549.37 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,318.31 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 87,104.77 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 83,284.79 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,399.87 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                   1,913.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 20,000.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               325,777.93 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               110,613.29 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 46,732.44 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   7,432.65 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                   8,163.91 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 66,035.78 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               144,596.02 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      756.40 

	 
	09-0393 - 09-0446

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,933,413.66 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve a Release of Lien for Sara Koon, SHIP Client.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve a letter of support to Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. for Suwannee County’s Weatherization Program for the Housing Preservation Grant Program.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve submittal of application for FDOT Highway Safety Subgrant, in the amount of $10,000.00, for Teen Traffic Safety Outreach in Suwannee County.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve a lease agreement with John P. Stevens for lease of Hangar “A-2” located at Airport.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 5.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 6 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to use the Douglass Center Gym, May 8 – 10, 2009, and the Suwannee County Coliseum, May 8 and 10, 2009, for a basketball tournament in conjunction with the United States Basketball Association (USBA) for Suwannee Storm Basketball.  

Tracie Daniels, Suwannee Storm Basketball, advised the Board a requirement from USBA to host the tournament was the availability of three gymnasiums to hold the tournament games, therefore she was requesting permission to use the Douglass Center Gym and the Suwannee County Coliseum.  She stated that liability insurance was provided by USBA, and it also provided coverage for the players involved in the tournament.  Ms. Daniels further advised the Board that a score clock located at the Douglass Center Gym needed repairs, and asked the Board who she should contact about repairing it, and stated Suwannee Storm would be willing to pay for the repairs.
Chairman Caruthers stated the Douglass Center Gym was operated by the Sheriff, and perhaps Ms. Daniels should contact him about any repairs needed. 
Commissioner Fowler stated that such a repair may not be a matter handled by the Maintenance Department, and perhaps a specialist will be required for the repair.  He too suggested Ms. Daniels speak with the Sheriff.

 Chairman Caruthers advised the Board if the request was approved, rent for the use of these premises would be paid after the conclusion of the tournament. 

Ms. Daniels stated her organization could pay the required deposit, but would have to wait until they received proceeds from the Tournament to pay the rent.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the request to use the Douglass Center Gym, May 8 – 10, 2009, and the Suwannee County Coliseum, May 8 and 10, 2009, for a basketball tournament in conjunction with the United States Basketball Association (USBA) for Suwannee Storm Basketball, and that rent money owed for the use of the premises be paid after the conclusion of the tournament.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to hold a public hearing to amend Chapter 6 “Alcoholic Beverages” of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, amending Section 6-2 “Hours of Operation” by removing “bottle clubs” from the ordinance.  

The requesting party Rhonda Miller, Owner of The Getaway, was not present.

Chairman Caruthers advised the Board would return to this item at a later time.

At 9:10 a.m. Chairman Caruthers advertised Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider request to hold a field trip on April 21, 2009 at 1:30 P.M., to tour County facilities beginning at The Professional Building, 906 North Ohio Avenue, then proceeding to the Mizell’s building, Nettie Baisden School, the Douglass Center and ending at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) for a workshop, and approval to advertise for same.  
Barry A. Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, advised the Board the purpose of the field trip was to provide the Board with information regarding the condition of each building, and to discuss any issues regarding these facilities that may rise.  
Mr. Baker further advised he had an additional issue to discuss with the Board concerning the County’s website.  He stated the Clerk’s Office monitored the County’s website, and delivered the information to the appropriate County Departments; however, the website was no longer serving its intended purpose and was being used instead as a “rant and rave” forum.  Mr. Baker added therefore the Clerk’s Office would no longer monitor the County’s website.
Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, if the field trip met all the requirements to be carried out.
Mr. Airth replied that it did.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the request to hold a field trip on April 21, 2009 at 1:30 P.M., beginning at The Professional Building, 906 North Ohio Avenue, then proceeding to the Mizell’s building, Nettie Baisden School, the Douglass Center and ending at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) for a workshop, and approval to advertise for same.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, to cease permission to use County Boat Ramps for deadhead logging, effective January 1, 2010.  

Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, stated the Board had discussed to cease permitting deadhead logging in the County for several years, and now the Department of Environmental Protection, DEP, was recommending the very same.  Mr. Scott further stated the number of deadhead loggers was increasing, and also it was difficult to monitor their activities since they could pull logs from the river at any hour of the day.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve to cease permission to use County Boat Ramps for deadhead logging, effective January 1, 2010.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of a Technical Support Agreement, in the amount of $8,126.70, with Ortivus, Inc. for billing for Fire Rescue.  

Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, stated he was seeking approval from the Board on this item because it was both above his purchasing cap and also a contractual agreement for the County.   Mr. Conner asked staff assistant Candy McCallister to expand on the issue.
Ms. Candy McCallister stated she used the program to bill insurance carriers for any services provided by Fire Rescue, this program allowed Fire Rescue to collect money owned in a timely manner, and allowed the whole process to be handled by one person.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve a Technical Support Agreement, in the amount of $8,126.70, with Ortivus, Inc. for billing for Fire Rescue.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Caruthers stated this item must be added to the FIRE/EMS budget in the future.

Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of agreement with the State of Florida for Emergency Medical Services Tracking and Reporting Systems (EMSTARS).  

Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, introduced Lt. Robert Eyre to update the Board on the issue.
Lt. Robert Eyre stated this was an agreement with the Florida Department of Health to exchange information on emergency calls recorded and reported in the County, and there was no cost to the County if the Board approved the agreement.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the agreement with the State of Florida for Emergency Medical Services Tracking and Reporting Systems (EMSTARS).  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of a preliminary agreement from the State to fund the $300,000.00 grant for the Catalyst Site Feasibility Study.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board this agreement was for $300,000.00 grant to be used in the Catalyst Project Site Feasibility Study.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the preliminary agreement from the State to fund the $300,000.00 grant for the Catalyst Site Feasibility Study.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Caruthers skipped to Agenda Item No. 17 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 24, Emergency Agenda Items.)

There was one item to consider.
A) To discuss recognizing the Bakersville Community as a Historical Site in Suwannee County.  (Commissioner Douglas Udell)

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding the above mentioned item.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 18 was to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 17, 2009.


Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve as written, the minutes of the meeting held on March 17, 2009.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium – limit comments to five minutes.)

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.
ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 21 was for Staff Reports.

A) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated the Board would be a taking a tour of
the Mizell’s property as part of the field trip scheduled for April 21, 2009, and with the Board’s intention to purchase the property he recommended obtaining a new appraisal.  He further recommended for the Board to continue leasing the property as a means to hold it until the Board was ready to purchase it. 

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth why a new appraisal was needed when the Board previously had an appraisal done on the property.

Mr. Airth replied the old appraisal was three years old, and since that time there as been a change in market value and a new appraisal would reflect this.

Commissioner Maxwell had some concerns regarding the subsurface on the properties location, and stated he believed the property may be located over the site of a sink hole.

Chairman Caruthers stated an environmental audit had been carried out on the property.


Commissioner Udell stated the report regarding the Mizell’s property from the environmental audit needs to be reviewed by the Board.


Mr. Jim Ward asked if the Board would use the lowest appraisal as the purchasing price.


Chairman Caruthers explained the Board must use the lowest appraisal when purchasing property, and any purchase for an amount higher than the appraisal value requires four votes.


It was the consensus of the Board to obtain an appraisal of the Mizell’s property.
B) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, stated a low impact development 

workshop had been held in Columbia County, and thanked Chairman Caruthers and Commissioner Maxwell for attending.  She further advised pesticide classes will begin on April 21, 2009 at the extension office.

C) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised the Board he had to attend a

meeting at 10:30 a.m. regarding flooding in Dowling Park.  He stated he would update the Board on the meeting at a later time.

D) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, stated that library use was on the rise and 
that the regular programs held at the library were ongoing.  He advised the Board he would be losing staff, and will advertise for a new Director for the Literacy Program.

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a break.

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Caruthers returned to item Agenda Item No. 13 under 

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 10:00 0.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, closing a portion of County owned right-of-way in Section 15, Township 2 South, Range 14 East in District 4.  

Tim Alcorn advised the Board the road in question was perhaps the old CR 136 road; however it was difficult to ascertain as the deeds on nearby properties only state the road as a “public road”.  He stated that the County no longer maintains the road, and therefore he was asking the Board to revert the property.
Chairman Caruthers stated that Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, should have been made aware of this issue before it being presented to the Board.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated if the right of way was owned or maintained by the County, then a vacating process in required.
It was the consensus of the Board that a vacating process was needed to close the portion of road being discussed.

Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider adoption of resolution approving Temporary Use Special Permit No.  SP-09-02-01, by Larry Johns authorized agent for Vicki Nobles, for a temporary lime rock stockpile on property zoned Agriculture-1.  (Public Hearing held and closed on March 17, 2009.) (Tabled during March 17, 2009 Board meeting.)  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reminded the Board this item had been tabled during the last Board meeting, and dealt with a temporary permit to stockpile lime rock on property zoned Agricultural-1 located on CR-132.  He stated Mr. Larry Johns was present to answer any further questions the Board may have.

Mr. Larry Johns introduced Mr. Mickey McSwain of the Scurgg’s company.
Mr. McSwain stated he had come to an agreement with the neighbors to take care of any clean up necessary of their homes once the CR 249 road work project was completed.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Temporary Use Special Permit No. SP-09-02-01, for a temporary lime rock stockpile on property zoned Agriculture-1; and for the permit to expire 30 days after completion of CR 249 road work project.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 15 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation regarding the air conditioning and heating of the Suwannee County Coliseum.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, introduce Gary Gill engineer for GTC Design Group to expand on the issue.
Mr. Gill stated the engineering design for the AC system had been carried out by Mr. Chuck Wunder of Matrix Engineering.  Mr. Gill introduced Mr. Wunder to present his report to the Board.

Mr. Wunder stated he had referenced the frequency on which the Coliseum was used to create the report presented to the Board.  Mr. Wunder advised the report showed the cooling requirements on a month to month basis, and the tonnage of equipment needed for peak performance was 150 tons.
Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Wunder if the monthly tonnage allotted for cooling, as stated in his report, was for a daily use of the facility.

Mr. Wunder replied it was the tonnage to be used per event; he explained however that the required BTUs needed to heat the coliseum would be the same all year round.
Commissioner Udell asked what would be the cost of making the coliseum more energy efficient, and if it was cheaper to insulate the building than the monthly expense of cooling without insulation.
Discussion ensued as to the various methods and materials that could be used to insulate the coliseum.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Wunder if he had calculated what the hourly rate cost would be to heat and cool the coliseum. 

Mr. Wunder stated he had not figured out an hourly rate cost, but the cost was $1,400.00 per ton of A.C.; however the cost dropped to $1,000.00 per ton if the Board decides to install a ductless system.
Commissioner Udell stated the coliseum is connected to a gas line and therefore the Board should consider an alternate heating mechanism, but should follow the engineer’s recommendation on the AC unit.  Commissioner Udell expressed his concern at the lack of information, and suggested the Maintenance Department report to the Board on the condition of the building.
Commissioner Wainwright agreed the Board needed further information on the state of the coliseum before it took any action on the matter.

It was the consensus of the Board for a staff to conduct a study of the coliseum and report their findings to the Board.

At 10:45 a.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed for a break.

At 10:55 a.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for a presentation regarding the Suwannee County Administration Building.  

Kenneth Duncan, The Haskell Company, stated they would be presenting an update on the project to the Board as agreed in a previous meeting.  He advised that 75% of the construction documents had been completed, and introduced Mr. Charles Salem to further update the Board.
Mr. Salem stated the project’s construction documents would be completed by May and will then be submitted to the Building Department and SRWMD to have the site plan approved.  He introduced Ms. Julie Sikes to present and explain the plan drawings to the Board.

Ms. Sikes advised the Board the plans had not changed since the last presentation given to the Board, and proceeded to explain the purpose of each floor.

Commissioner Udell asked how much time was allowed to begin construction, after a permit is granted.

Mr. Salem stated the permit was for a year, and construction would have to begin before it expired or the process would have to begin again.

Commissioner Udell asked the estimated cost of the project.
Mr. Duncan stated an estimated cost will be ready once the construction documents had been completed.  He added the County can get funding through USDA, and that it was a good time to build as construction prices have fallen.
Chairman Caruthers stated it had been the Board’s hope to use the money being spent to pay the SunTrust loan for the Jail, by paying off that loan early; however, an early payment penalty prevents the County from immediately paying off the loan.
Mark Cabehill, The Haskell Group, stated the note on the Jail loan would be paid by 2010; therefore the County should proceed with the new loan process to obtain one from USDA.  

Commissioner Udell express his desire to see the building constructed but the County first must pay off its current debt from the Jail construction.

No action taken by the Board.

At 11:20 a.m. Chairman Caruthers returned to Agenda Item No. 21 under GENEARL BUSINESS which was Staff Reports.

E) Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board he would 
be having knee surgery in the near future, and also that he would be retiring on May 29, 2009.  Mr. Robinson further advised the Board that all County property had been moved out of the Mizell’s property.  He stated there was no hurry to buy this property, as the County now had available storage space elsewhere.

F) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised the Board several parks 

had been closed due to flooding, and he will notify the Board on any additional parks that are closed.  
G) T. Jerry Sikes, Publics Work Director, advised the Board the Road 

Department was prepared to close any flooded roads.


At 11:25 a.m. Chairman Caruthers revisited Agenda Item No. 19 which was for Public Comments. 

Jim Ward stated the State collects and returns mining severance taxes to counties at the end of the year, and currently there were funding problems throughout all rural counties.  Therefore he believes the rural counties should band together to seek other such taxes such as water bottling companies.
At 11:28 a.m. Chairman Caruthers returned to Agenda Item No 22 which was to
approve a Change Order for The Scruggs Company, for an increase in the amount of $781,261.00, for additional asphalt, caution light, and raised pavement markers (RPM) for the CR 249 (Noble’s Ferry Road) reconstruction project.  
Commissioner Fowler expressed his concern with the recent change order, stating 

the original bid price was increasing through these change order, and wondered if this practice was fair to other bidders.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated all bidders had been provided with 

the requirements for the project, and all had been significantly lower than expected.  Mr. Sikes explained he was therefore using the extra money from the State Grant to further improve the road.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve a Change Order for The Scruggs Company, for an increase in the amount of $781,261.00, for additional asphalt, caution light, and raised pavement markers (RPM) for the CR 249 (Noble’s Ferry Road) reconstruction project.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was to consider approval of renewal of service agreement with Johnson Controls for Preventative Maintenance Services for chillers at the Suwannee County Courthouse and Jail.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board this was the same company as in their previous agreements, and there was no increase to the price from previous agreements, however the payment is to be made in one lump sum. 
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the renewal of service agreement with Johnson Controls for Preventative Maintenance Services for chillers at the Suwannee County Courthouse and Jail.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 24 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item to discuss.

A)  To discuss recognizing the Bakersville Community as a Historical Site in Suwannee County.  (Commissioner Douglas Udell)

Commissioner Udell advised the Board he had mentioned the issue at a previous Board meeting, and was requesting the Board consider providing signs recognizing the location were this community once stood in District 5.  Commissioner Udell stated that Commissioner Wainwright requested that he continue to lead the effort and at the next Board meeting he would present all the information need to the Board, and he will also ask that the Bakersville Community be recognize as a Historical Site in Suwannee County.
At 11:45 a.m. Chairman Caruthers revisited Agenda Item No. 7 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to hold a public hearing to amend Chapter 6 “Alcoholic Beverages” of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, amending Section 6-2 “Hours of Operation” by removing “bottle clubs” from the ordinance.  

Rhonda Miller, Owner of The Getaway, was still not present.

Commissioner Maxwell advised Florida Statutes provide for Counties to regulate hours of operation, and moved to deny the request to hold a public hearing to amend Chapter 6 “Alcoholic Beverages” of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, amending Section 6-2 “Hours of Operation” by removing “bottle clubs” from the ordinance.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion passed 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed.
At 11:49 a.m. Chairman Caruthers returned to Agenda Item No. 25 which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Udell announced a Suwannee County resident Casey William Brewer had been admitted to West Point, and expressed congratulations to him and his family.  Commissioner Wainwright joined in the recognition.

Commissioner Maxwell stated the Suwannee Quarterback Club was holding a cookout at the Wayne Frier Lodge in Hamilton County, and added the proceeds will be used to purchase new equipment for the Suwannee High School football program. 
Commissioner Wainwright moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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