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March 31, 2009



Live Oak City Hall Annex



Joint City County Workshop



Catalyst Project



Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Joint Meeting with Live Oak City Council for a Workshop on the Catalyst Project, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler, and Commissioner Billy Maxwell. Not present were Commissioner Douglas Udell, and Commissioner Wesley Wainwright. Also present were; City Councilmen John Hale, Mark Stewart, Ed Rewis and Mayor Garth Nobles.  Michael Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks were also present.  

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and called on Assistant County Coordinator Donald Robinson.
Mr. Robinson advised the purpose of the meeting was for all of the parties involved to present their perceived participation and ask questions of each other. He explained the Catalyst Project was a joint participation between State and local entities in the establishment of an Economic Development Project in the form of an industrial/commerce park in the area of Interstate -10 and U.S. Highway 90 west of Live Oak.  He called on Robert Farley City Administrator to address the involvement of the City of Live Oak.
Mr. Farley expressed his understanding of the City’s participation as that of providing water, sewer, and gas utilities to the proposed site.  He discussed the need for studies and engineering for these utilities and provided a rough estimate of cost for the instillation of the services at $8 to $10 million. He further stated the City anticipated needing to construct a well field with water treatment facility, an elevated water tank, and a sewer lift station.  
Discussion ensued regarding electrical service to the proposed facilities.  Mr. John Martz of Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative advised his company was poised with adequate capabilities for providing the additional electric service to the project.

Mr. Farley stated he was uncertain as to funding sources but stated the standard City Policy which is generally by contractual obligation is for entities receiving City Utilities located outside the City Limits to voluntarily pay City Ad Valorem Taxes in addition to the utility fees.  He presumed that the State and County would pay some portion of the installation of these utility services.  He also mentioned the need to oversize the utility lines to accommodate future business additions to the services along the route of the utilities.
Mr. Dennis Cason, Director of the Chamber of Commerce offered that the State would pay 75% of the installation and that customers would pay the 25% balance as they hooked up to the systems.  He advised that the Suwannee County Development Authority would be the owners of the property until such time as parcels were sold to future business concerns.  Mr. Cason expounded upon the fact that this is a new concept in the State and much of the process is being developed as it proceeds.  He advised there are as many questions as there are answers at the moment but, the Governor is very proactive in this project and it is moving forward.
Mr. Farley and Mr. Robinson discussed the $300,000 grant for concept design and the need for cooperation between the County and City in the design and engineering.  Mr. Farley noted that roadways would be the responsibility of the County and State and asked who would be the point person regarding road design and engineering.

Discussion ensued regarding involving Mr. T. Jerry Sikes, County Public Works Director in the road and storm water design.  Mr. Sikes advised SRWMD would be requiring a storm water utility district to handle perpetual drainage and retention issues.  He advised he would be working with DOT and CSX Railroad regarding road improvements and rail crossings.
Chairman Caruthers asked if anyone else had any further questions or input at this time.  There was no response and at 10:55 a.m. Chairman Caruthers declared the Joint Workshop adjourned.
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