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March 17, 2009

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Wesley Wainwright; Mike Tyson, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Caruthers called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United Stated of America.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	3/17/2009
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               780,750.05 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 67,395.04 

	117
	
	 $                   4,204.18 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                            -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                   9,822.39 

	120
	
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 35,266.42 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   8,129.48 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   6,500.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $             1,185,993.73 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 62,756.68 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 27,419.89 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   5,373.58 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                      555.41 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               137,151.54 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 61,042.26 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      743.60 

	 
	09-0357 - 09-0392

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,393,104.25 


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $176,468.00, to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for engineering/inspection services for the CR 249 project.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 5, in the amount of $15,534.20, to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for engineering/inspection services for 133rd Road project.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 28213-5, in the amount of $55,842.28, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work performed on 133rd Road.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $778,850.15, to The Scruggs Company for the reconstruction of CR 249.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 through 5.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to approve waiver of fees for use of Ranchette’s Voting Precinct.  

Walter Vincent advised the Board he was interested in using the building to conduct fund raisers that will benefit various community organizations in the County, such as the Boys and Girls Club and United Way.  He stated he could not afford the fees required to hold an event, and stated he could upkeep the property as in-kind payment for the fees required.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Vincent how often he planned to hold the fund raising events.

Mr. Vincent replied the fund raising events would take place once a month.

Commissioner Udell stated Mr. Vincent’s goal of helping community organizations was admirable, but he did not want to see the County form the habit of allowing its property to be use without collecting any fees.  He asked Mr. Vincent if the Board approved his request, would he object to submitting a quarterly report to the Board regarding the funds collected and which organizations were receiving these funds. 
Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated he was reluctant to see the Board grant Mr. Vincent’s request as it would set a precedent and the Board could be inundated with similar requests.  Mr. Airth recommended instead the County waive the fees for using the building, and for Mr. Vincent to request a waiver of the fees from the Board for any event he will hold in the future.

Commissioner Maxwell asked Mr. Vincent if he the fundraising event he was planning was Bingo.
Mr. Vincent replied that it was.

Commissioner Maxwell advised Mr. Vincent that there were existing laws regarding bingo games, and was opposed to the idea of using County property as a Bingo Hall.

Commissioner Fowler advised the Board that similar requests had been made to the Board before and the Board had turned down those requests.  He felt that if the County approved this request the County would be practicing and unfair “pick and choose” policy.

Commissioner Wainwright suggested Mr. Vincent rework his plan, and present it to the Board at a future time. 
Chairman Caruthers stated if Mr. Vincent planned to hold monthly fundraising events in a County building, an agreement between the Board and Mr. Vincent for use of the facility might be necessary.  Chairman Caruthers advised Mr. Vincent to work with County Staff on his proposal before seeking final approval from the Board.

No action taken by the Board.

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval of agreement for the removal of deadhead logs from Suwannee River by use of certain County owned boat ramps.  

Don McCallister advised the Board that in December 2008 he had been granted a one year permit from DEP to begin his operation, and now was seeking final approval from the Board to begin the removal of deadhead logs from the Suwannee River by use of County boat ramps.
Commissioner Fowler stated it was his understanding the Board had agreed not to grant anymore permits for deadhead logging.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board the permit request by Mr. McCallister was a pending request, and would be the last permit granted if approval from the Board is given.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he had been and still is opposed to any logging activity in the Suwannee River, he believes this activity has an adverse effect on the environment.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McCallister the duration of the agreement between him and the County.
Mr. McCallister reiterated he had received a one year permit from DEP for logging activity set to expire on December 2009.  He stated if the Board approved the agreement; it would be for only the remaining nine months of the year.
Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth if the Board could legally charge an extraction fee for natural resources found in the County.
Mr. Airth stated the natural resources belonged to the State and not the County.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McCallister if he would volunteer to pay a $50 per load extraction fee to the County for ramp usage, and to contact Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, to verify the number of loads being extracted.

Mr. McCallister agreed to voluntarily pay the usage fee, and to contact Mr. Scott with the necessary information.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the agreement for the removal of deadhead logs from Suwannee River by use of certain county owned boat ramps, with the stipulation that Mr. McCallister pay a $50 per load extraction fee.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded to discuss.

Commissioner Fowler asked the Board where in the budget the money received from the extraction fees will be paid.
Chairman Caruthers suggested the extraction fees be paid to General Revenue in the budget.  Chairman Caruthers advised the agreement between Mr. McCallister and the Board would have to be re executed.
It was the consensus of the Board that the money received from the extraction fees be paid to General Revenue in the budget.

Commissioner Udell requested that Mr. McCallister provide the historical society with a piece of log bearing axe markings, as a historical memento.

Mr. McCallister agreed to grant Commissioner Udell’s request.

Commissioner Udell amended his original motion by adding that the extraction fees to be paid to General Revenue in the budget, and for Mr. Airth to amend the contract and have it re executed.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded the motion as amended and the motion passed 4-1 with Commissioner Maxwell opposed.
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, requested the Board skip to Agenda Item No. 13 which was for Emergency Agenda Items, and address Emergency Item A.  (Any items the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 19, Emergency Agenda Items.) 
There were three items to consider.
A) To set a date, time and location for a joint workshop with the City of Live Oak for the purpose of a roundtable discussion regarding the Catalyst Project, and approval to advertise for same.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator)
B) To discuss, with possible Board action, the invoice received from Columbia 

County, in the amount of $2,567.44, for Suwannee County’s portion for the lease of office space for the Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsel Region 1.  (Hal Airth, County Attorney)

C) To consider approval of a resolution requesting DEP and SRWMD to reduce or waive land fill permitting fees in Suwannee County.  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director)

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve adding Emergency Agenda items A,
B, and C, to the Agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 4:30 p.m. Chairman Caruthers skipped to Agenda Item No. 19 which was for Emergency Agenda Items.  


There were three items to be discussed.
Emergency Agenda Item (A) was to set a date, time, and location for a joint

workshop with the City of Live Oak for the purpose of a roundtable discussion regarding the Catalyst Project, and approval to advertise for same.  
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, explained the Live Oak City Council would be meeting today at 5:00 p.m. and therefore he wished the Board to choose a date for the joint meeting.  He stated the date chosen by the Board would be presented to the Live oak City Council to coordinate a meeting date for both Boards. Mr. Robinson advised that the Feasibility Grant for the Catalyst Project had been awarded, and both Boards will be updated on the project’s status during the workshop.

Chairman Caruthers suggested holding the joint workshop on March 31, 2009.


Kasey Stewart, Administrative Assistant, reminded the Board that the meeting must be advertised at least ten days before it is held, and asked if the date of March 31, 2009 allowed enough time to advertise.


Hal Airth, County Attorney, advised that the suggested date allowed enough time to properly advertise the meeting.


Chairman Caruthers suggested the Board hold the joint workshop on March 31, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at the City Hall Annex.

Dennis Cason, Council for progress, presented the Board with a brief update on the Catalyst Project. Mr. Cason stated he had been working with DEP and SRWMD regarding wetlands located in the area of the project. He advised he had also been working with the FFWC, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, regarding animal conservation in the area of the project, and FFWC did not for see any issues with wildlife conservation in the area of the project.  He further advised the project was five to six months behind schedule, but it was slowly getting back on schedule. 

Commissioner Udell moved to hold the joint workshop on March 31, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at the City Hall Annex.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


At 4:35 p.m. Chairman Caruthers returned to Agenda Item No. 8 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, County’s insurance renewal with the Florida League of Cities for October 1, 2009 – September 30, 2010.  


Lee Harvard, B.W. Helvenston & Sons, Inc., stated if the County renews its insurance policy with the Florida League of Cities the County’s rate would remain unchanged.  Mr. Harvard further stated the League of Cities provides the County with automobile insurance, worker’s comp, liability insurance, and advised that medical malpractice coverage had been added to the County’s policy.  Mr. Harvard reminded the Board it had received premium refunds for $89,000.00 and $14,000.00 from the Florida League of Cities.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve renewal of the County’s insurance with the Florida League of Cities for October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


At 4:45 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and moved to Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding the bid for perimeter fence repair at the Douglass Center Complex.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-01)  (Bids were opened during March 3, 2009 Board meeting.)  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid to Michael Hill from Archer, Florida in the amount of $2,548.00 and an additional bid for new fencing of $848.00 for a total bid price of $3,396.00.

Commissioner Maxwell wondered why this project was bid out instead of the Maintenance Department repairing the fence. 
Mr. Robinson stated that currently the Maintenance Department is involved in several other important County projects, and repairing the perimeter fence at the Douglass Center required immediate attention to prevent any further vandalism to the property.

Commissioner Wainwright moved to accept the recommendation by the Bid Review Committee to award the bid for perimeter fence repair to Michael Hill for a total bid price of $3,396.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of Bid Review Committee in awarding the bid for three (3) tandem drive motor graders.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2009-02)  (Bids were opened during March 17, 2009 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Board the Bid Review Committee recommended awarding the bid for three (3) tandem drive motor graders to Ring Power for the amount of $168,708.00, with a buy back of $100,000.00, for a total unit price of $68,708.00.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to accept the recommendation by the Bid Review Committee and award the bid for three (3) tandem drive motor graders to Ring Power.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13 was heard at an earlier time, and at 5:20 p.m. Chairman Caruthers skipped to Agenda Item No. 14 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was to approve the minutes of the workshop held on February 26, 2009, and of the regular meeting held on March 3, 2009. 

Commissioner Fowler noted a correction to the minutes from the meeting held on March 3, 2009.  He stated RFQ on the last paragraph of page 13, should read RFP instead.
Chairman Caruthers noted a second correction to the minutes from the meeting held on March 3, 2009.  He stated that on page 11 on the third paragraph the word manes should read names.


Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, stated a correction in the minutes from the workshop held on February 26, 2009 was needed on the second page.  He stated there were two instances where the word Million should be changed to Billion.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the minutes of the workshop held on February 26, 2009 and of the regular meeting held on March 3, 2009 subject to corrections.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
[Note: Deputy Clerk Jhony Cuenca made the requested corrections.]
Agenda Item No. 15 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)
Jim Ward advised the Board of a DEP air permit notice in the newspaper in which Suwannee American Cement declares its intent to change the fuel used at its facility to include the use of automobile fluff.  He asked if the Board was aware of their intent.  Mr. Ward also inquired about Suwannee American Cement’s regular air quality reports, which the company is supposed to present to the Board as condition of their permit.  
Chairman Caruthers stated Suwannee American Cement had not presented a report to the Board in a while. He further stated that the matter regarding the DEP air permit had not been presented to the Board, as it is a matter handled by DEP.

Commissioner Wainwright suggested the Board send a letter to DEP requesting information on the air permit request made by Suwannee American Cement.
It was the consensus of the Board that a letter signed by the Chairman be sent to DEP requesting information on Suwannee American Cement’s air permit request.
Agenda Item No. 16 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.


Barry Baker, Clerk of the Circuit Court, advised the Board that earlier in the day County records had been moved from the Mizel’s property, and wanted to thank County Staff for all their help.
Agenda Item No. 17 was for Staff Reports

A)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board he had met with Paul
Schneider, owner of the Mizel’s property, who informed Mr. Airth he was interested to continue leasing the property to the County, until the Board decided to buy the property.
Chairman Caruthers advised Mr. Airth that the Board was no longer interested in 

leasing the property, however the Board remained interested in purchasing it.


Commissioner Maxwell stated the County currently was not in the financial position to acquire any new property.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Maxwell, he added however, the property should be acquired by the Board at its earliest convenience.


It was the consensus of the Board to obtain a sale proposal for the Mizel’s property, and directed Mr. Airth to pursue obtaining a proposal.


Mr. Airth provided the Board with an update on the issue regarding Mrs. Arnold, a County citizen living in a condemned home.  Mr. Airth stated there was a court order prohibiting her from living alone she and was currently living with her neighbor.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Airth if he would meet with NCFRPC to discuss the County’s LDR appeal process.  Chairman Caruthers stated he was seeking consensus of the Board to allow Mr. Airth to engage in discussions with NCFRPC on this issue.

Mr. Airth stated there are currently some issues with the County’s LDR process as currently written, and discussing these with NCFRPC could benefit the County.


It was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Airth to engage in discussions with NCFRPC regarding review of the County’s LDR appeal process.

B) Katherine Allen, Extension Office Director, advised the Board an intensive 3 

day hydroponic course had concluded at the Extension Office.  She further stated a compost holding area had been build at the fairgrounds, with help from Public Works and donated materials, and it will be used by students from the Master Gardener course offered by the Extension Office.
C) Charlie Conner, Public Safety Director, advised the Board he had reviewed 

the agreement between the County and the Suwannee Correctional Institution, and had spoken to other Counties with similar agreements.  He further advised if the Board approved the agreement, he expected two to three fire calls a year to the Prison, however money from Fire Assessment could not be spent on these services, therefore he would have to look for funding.  He stated he would discuss the matter further at the next Board meeting. 

Mr. Conner further advised he would be offering Firefighter I training for the Wellborn and Falmouth Volunteer Fire Departments, and expected from 25 to 30 volunteers to participate in the training.

Mr. Conner stated during the Budget Workshop the Board had approved three new positions for Fire Rescue with the stipulation that he could only filled these positions if overtime was brought under control.  Mr. Conner advised that overtime for Fire Rescue was down 60% with the use of casual volunteers and part time employees, and he would present his request to hire three new employees to the Board at the next meeting, noting that part time employees and volunteer participation was being exhausted.
D) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, advised the Board the Big Read event 
had concluded and that 1,658 people had participated.  Mr. Hales stated the libraries had recently received $168,000.00 in State Aid as anticipated.
E) Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator, advised the Board he would 

be meeting with GTC engineering and design consultants to discuss the air conditioning unit needed for the Coliseum.  Mr. Robinson stated he would present all the information from the meeting to the Board at their next meeting.

F) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised he had spoken with 
FDOT, Florida Department of Transportation, regarding the Sandy Point Project, specifically extension of the hiking trail from US 27 to the Santa Fe River linking Suwannee County to Gilchrist County.  He stated if the Board desire to continue forward with the project, it will be submitted for consideration on FDOT‘s next project cycle. 

Mr. Scott further advised that his staff had participated in a class offered by DEP with regards to deadhead logging.  He stated he would further discuss the matter of deadhead logging at the next Board meeting.
G) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Board he had met with the 

owners of the private landfill and discussed the possibility of upgrading the facility to a Class I landfill, and the possibility of including a waste to energy facility within the landfill. 

Chairman Caruthers stated that more information was required for the Board, especially information on waste to energy facilities; and if the owners are seeking to upgrade the landfill facility a zoning change may be required before any other action is taken.
Agenda Item No. 18 was to authorize purchase of an excavator from state contract, for Public Works Department.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reminded the Board of the recent mining agreement with Hatch Enterprises in which the County agrees to mine lime rock located 30 feet underwater.  Mr. Sikes advised he had found an excavator on a State Contract with a price comparable to market price and of the size required to properly mine the rock.
Mr. Sikes stated the excavator is a Caterpillar machine model 336 DL from Ring Power Equipment for a total purchase price of $338,762.00.  Mr. Sikes further stated that Ring Power will allow the County to test the excavator for 30 days at a cost of $3,400.00 with a purchase option after the 30 days.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of an excavator from state contract, for Public Works Department, with the stipulation that the $3,400.00 paid for testing the excavator be credited to the final purchase price of the equipment.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded for further discussion.
David Peacock, Industrial Tractor Inc., advised the Board that his company had not been given proper consideration and stated his company had comparable excavators that could save the County money over the State contract.
Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion, and Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.

It was the consensus of the Board to return to this agenda item after finishing with the public hearings scheduled for 7:00 p.m.

At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a supper break.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of a resolution approving Temporary Use Special Permit No. SP-09-02-01, by Larry Johns authorized agent for Vicki Nobles, for a temporary lime rock stockpile on property zoned Agriculture-1.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board that currently the Scrugg’s Company was stockpiling lime rock on a private property zoned Agriculture-1 located on CR 132, and the lime rock stockpiled was being used for the County road construction project on CR 249.  Mr. Meeks stated according to the LDR section 14.10 a temporary permit must be granted by the Board allowing the Scrugg’s Company to stockpile the lime rock on private property.  
Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Meeks the length of time the permit is usable if the Board grants the temporary permit to the Scrugg’s Company.
Mr. Meeks replied that it was the Board’s decision to set an expiration date to the permit, but he added the Board can grant a permit for up to a maximum of five years.

Chairman Caruthers asked Mr. Larry Johns if he had any comments before the public hearing was open.

Larry Johns, Agent for Vicki Nobles, was sworn in by Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Johns stated that he had spoke with a Scrugg’s company representative, and had been informed that work on CR 249 would tentatively end between June and July. 
At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.

Stephanie Harden was sworn in by Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney.  Ms. Harden stated she was opposed to the Board granting the permit.  Ms. Harden stated she lives near the property where the stockpile of lime rock is located, and advised the Board that currently the trucks moving the lime rock begin work at 5 a.m., which prevents her from being fully rested before heading to work.  She asked the Board if they were to grant the permit to consider adding a stipulation where the stockpile is moved to a different area, or to deal with the noise by requiring the work crews to start at a later time.
Mr. Larry Johns stated he would request that the work crews begin work after 8 a.m., and asked Ms. Harden if that would be acceptable.
Ms. Harden stated if that were to happen, she would not be opposed to the Board granting the permit.

Mrs. Louise Hingson was sworn in by Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney.  Mrs. Hingson stated she lived directly across the road where the lime rock is stockpiled, and she was having problems with dust rising from the stockpile as it sits there, and the trucks.  He added that her property is constantly covered in dust making it impossible for her to go outside.  She asked the Board to grant the permit if it stipulates that Scrugg’s company would clean her house at the end of the project.
Mr. Jim Ward was sworn in by Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Ward asked if the parties involved could reach a compromise on the situation.  He further asked why a temporary permit was needed to stockpile lime rock on a parcel zoned Ag-1.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, stating the use of the word ‘stockpile’ and the LDRs made it necessary for a permit to be issued by the County.
At 7:15 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Johns if the stockpile of lime rock could be moved elsewhere within the property, or to a different location.
Mr. Johns replied the reason the location had been chosen was due to the easy access to CR 249 where the work in being performed.

Chairman Caruthers stated since the permit involved to the Scrugg’s Company, he whished a representative from the Scrugg’s Company was present to discuss the issue.  
Mr. Meeks reminded the Board if it grants the temporary permit the Board must still state an expiration date for the permit.
Commissioner Udell moved to allow the stockpile of lime rock anywhere in the property that is acceptable to Ms. Harden and Mrs. Hingson, and for the permit to expire thirty days after the completion of the project on CR 249.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded to discuss.

Mr. Johns asked if the Board could table the item, as he wished to find a solution to the issues presented by Ms. Harden and Mrs. Hingson before the Board approved or denied the permit.
Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion and Commissioner Wainwright withdrew his second.

Commissioner Udell moved to table the item until the next Board meeting. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.ouse Bill 1375
1. Agenda Item No. 12 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter
can be heard, to hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 6 “Alcoholic Beverages” of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County amending Section 6-2 “Hours of Operation”, restricting the sales hours of alcoholic beverages on Sundays for on-site consumption.  
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated the amendment would restrict the sale of alcohol on Sundays at stand alone bars and bottle clubs.

Commissioner Udell stated that Sheriff had received no complaints or concerns with the ordinance as it is presently written, and asked why was there a need to amend the ordinance at all.  He suggested the County follow Florida Statutes regarding the sale of alcohol.


Chairman Caruthers stated the purpose of the amendment was to close a loop hole that currently existed, and asked Mr. Airth to explain.
Mr. Airth advised the Board that upon review of the Codified Ordinance it was discovered that stand alone bars and bottle clubs were not addressed, and therefore not restricted from selling alcohol on Sunday.  He stated the proposed ordinance would restrict the sale on Sunday at these establishments only, as they would be categorized similarly to convenience stores and therefore closing the loophole.
Commissioner Wainwright agreed with Commissioner Udell, and stated the Board should leave the ordinance as is and take no action on the matter.

Commissioner Fowler stated the issue only addresses free standing bars and bottle clubs, therefore the Board should follow the Counsel’s advice and correct the ordinance oversight or be held liable.

At 7:48 p.m. Chairman Caruthers opened the public hearing.
Richard Palmer of Wellborn asked why Suwannee County was sending money to other counties.

Jody Stevens agreed with Mr. Palmer, and stated the Board needs to rethink how the County is going to grow.

William Osgenberg stated the Board should apply the law equally to all, and if the ordinance is passed then non-profit organizations should be restricted from selling on Sunday as well.

James Cornett stated his support for keeping the ordinance unchanged.  He recalled the stress caused the last time the Board dealt with this issue, and stated that the community does not need the stress created by revisiting this issue.
Erica Linton opposed all Sunday sales in the county, and stated the loophole on the ordinances needed to be closed.
Nancy Hollis stated that by prohibiting Sunday sale in Suwannee County forced more drunk drivers on the road.

Tammy Banister stated she believed drinking was a personal choice, and that restricting the sale of beer in the County only meant revenue lost.

Steve Baxter stated the Board should err on the side of freedom and liberty, not restrictions or limitations.

Nicholas Mazzio asked why the ordinance restricted the sale of alcohol on Sundays, and not other days of the week, and if the cause was religion.  He stated  limiting the sale of alcohol for religious reasons was unjust to the community.
Dan Dickson stated the Spirit of the Suwannee was very beneficial to the Community, without it other businesses would not benefit.  He further stated the Board should not limit alcohol sales for convention centers.
Mark Devio asked why the Board was only considering restriction of alcohol sales on Sunday.

Alfred Linton stated this issued was about choice, but a limit must be set and the laws to enforce it must be clear.  He further stated the Board should take a stance  and close the loophole.
Rhonda Miller advised the Board she was the owner of the club The Getaway located on CR 249.  She stated she ran a bottle club and all they sell are set ups, therefore the ordinance should be reworded to exclude bottle clubs as they do not sell any alcohol.
Bill Rego stated the limitations on alcohol sale are ridiculous and it cost the County in lost revenue and growth; therefore the children of Suwannee County leave and don’t come back.

Paul Levine, Bear Creek Music Festival Director, stated that revenue from the music festival increases when vendors are allowed to sell alcohol.  He added that if the Board prohibits Sunday sales then the possibility exists that he would have to hold the music festival in a different venue.
Monica Tanenhill stated that new businesses and revenue are necessary for progress, and the Board should act on behalf of the County.
Jason Rossignal stated the County should also consider allowing the sale of liquor as well.
David Jones stated the County should start thinking more progressively, and begin to develop areas for the betterment of  the County.

Robin White submitted for the record four documents written by interested parties in support of Sunday sale.  She stated that Tourist Development Tax collected in the County has increased by 60% since the County passed the ordinance allowing some Sunday sales, and added that a FHP report shows that alcohol related accidents in the County are down.

Randy Thomas owner of the Keg Room Bar stated that restricting Sunday sales would financially hurt his business.

Bo Hancock stated he was confused by the wording of the Agenda Item, and requested the Board clarify what was the real issue being discussed. 
Jack Brolan owner of the Hitch Post in Dowling Park, stated that bars located in the County should have the same rights as other establishments located in the County and bars located within the city.
David Young stated the Board should use Florida Statutes to deal with alcohol sales instead of passing restrictive ordinances.
At 8:35 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break

At 8:50 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened meting and continued with the public hearing.

Jim Ward stated that the issue had been misunderstood by all those present. He 

encourage all those present to participate in the Board meetings not only when hot topic issues were to be discussed.


At 8:53 p.m. Chairman Caruthers closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell moved to take no action on the issue.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion failed 2-3 with Chairman Caruthers, Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Maxwell opposed.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the ordinance as written.  Commissioner Fowler seconded for discussion.

Commissioner Wainwright asked if the Board could repeal the ordinance.


Mr. Airth explained the Board could not do so at this meeting because it was a different issue, and would have to be properly advertised before it could be addressed.  


Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk of the Circuit Court, advised the Board the Clerk’s office had not received a copy of the ordinance prior to this meeting and doubted the public was aware of what was contained in the latest draft.

The public requested the ordinance to be read outloud for the record.


Mr. Airth read the ordinance, as written, for the record.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the ordinance as written.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Wainwright opposed.

At 9:35 p.m. Chairman Caruthers recessed the meeting for a break.

At 9:50 p.m. Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 18 which was to authorize purchase of an excavator from state contract, for Public Works Department.  


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated his recommendation to purchase the excavator was done with the County’s best interest in mind, and stood by his recommendation.

David Peacock, Industrial Tractor Equipment Sales Representative, stated that in late January he provided a quote for a comparable excavator but he had not heard Mr. Sikes present this information. 


Commissioner Wainwright asked Mr. Peacock if he could provide the Board with the information on this excavator.


Mr. Peacock stated he had provided information on a John Deere 350D which had a digging depth of 27’11” comparable to the 336D Cat found in the State contract, which has a digging depth of 27’09”.  He further stated the price of the 350D excavator was $276,350.00 which was approximately $63,000.00 less than the machine listed in the State contract.  Mr. Peacock added the machine buyback price was $85,000.00 with $2,500.00 in guaranteed repairs.


Commissioner Maxwell expressed his confidence in Mr. Sikes as Public Works Director, and asked Mr. Peacock if he knew about a lawsuit by Columbia County against Industrial Tractor Equipment.

Mr. Peacock stated he was unaware of any pending litigation against his employer or any other issues regarding Columbia County.


Mr. Sikes stated he had the quote presented by Mr. Peacock in writing, and it is not the same as the one Mr. Peacock verbally presented to the Board.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to authorize the purchase of the excavator in State contract, CAT 336D, at the stated price along with the 30 day trial fee negotiated into the final total.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 19 was Emergency Agenda Items.


There were three items to be discussed. 

Emergency Agenda Item (A) was heard earlier.
Emergency Agenda Item (B) was to discuss, with possible Board action, the invoice received from Columbia County, in the amount of $2,567.44, for Suwannee County’s portion for the lease of office space for the Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsel Region 1.  

Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated the Office for Criminal Conflict had been created by the State and mandated the Counties to pay for any office space leased.  He advised the matter was currently under litigation, and recommended the Board to wait on the court’s decision before dealing with this issue.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to allow Mr. Airth to write and send a letter to Columbia County declining payment.  Commissioner Wainwright seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Emergency Agenda Item (C) was to consider approval of a resolution requesting DEP and SRWMD to reduce or waive land fill permitting fees in Suwannee County.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated a resolution was needed to request that DEP and SRWMD to either reduce or waive its land fill permitting fees. 

Commissioner Wainwright moved to approve the resolution requesting DEP and

SRWMD to reduce or waive land fill permitting fees in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 20 was for Board Members Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Fowler stated that currently the County contributes $1.5 Million in retirement funding, and in the next five to six years the County will have to pay double in retirement funding.
Commissioner Wainwright advised that State Revenue estimates predict a shortage of $5 Billion.

Commissioner Udell stated the Board had previously provided signs marking the boundaries of the Forestville Community located in District 4.  He advised the Board that a similar request had been made for the Bakersville Community located in District 5, and he would work with Commissioner Wainwright on this issue.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

ATTEST:

 
 
                   


         _______________________________


______________________                                     JESSE CARUTHERS, CHAIRMAN

BARRY A. BAKER                                                SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                     OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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