Book   47    Page  87
  November 20, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerk, Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present until 4:22 p.m.  

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

Agenda Item No. 1 was to hold the election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2008.

Commissioner Caruthers nominated Commissioner Douglas Udell for Chairman.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  There being no other nominations, Commissioner Udell was elected FY 2008 Chairman by unanimous vote. 

Commissioner Fowler nominated Commissioner Caruthers as Vice Chairman. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch passed the gavel to Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Udell assumed the duties of Chairman of the Board for FY 2008. 

CONSENT:

Chairman Udell asked for a vote on Agenda Item No. 2 which was to approve the payment of invoices.  

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the payment of invoices as listed below.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  11/20/2007
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               336,225.53 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 33,397.77 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   6,471.17 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       72.58 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 10,678.70 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 37,388.67 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   8,760.27 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               202,086.15 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               104,545.76 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 18,268.67 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 13,537.08 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 24,375.72 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 60,085.97 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 21,664.35 
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 08-0093  -  08-0127
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $       877,558.39 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve final payment to John C. Hipp Construction Company for 208th Street, District 5, paving project in the amount of $46,733.61. (FDOT portion – Invoice No. 4)  

            Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve final payment to John C. Hipp Construction Company for 208th Street, District 5, paving project in the amount of $18,771.64. (District 5 portion – Invoice No. 4)

            Agenda Item No. 5 was for permission to close the County parking lots around the Courthouse on Friday, November 30, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. until Saturday evening, December 1, 2007, to be used for Christmas on the Square.

            Agenda Item No. 6 was to change the first Board meeting in January, 2008 from January 1st to Thursday, January 3, 2008.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 3 - 6.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

            Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the possibilities of negotiating with the Suwannee County School Board regarding School Board disposition of property.  

            Sheriff Tony Cameron advised the Police Athletic League (PAL) had been using the Douglas Center as recreational facility for school kids.  Sheriff Cameron explained the property had been surplused by the School Board and suggested the possibility of obtaining the Douglas Center property for additional space needed to accommodate some 

of the County offices for which the County is now paying rent.  Sheriff Cameron admitted there were renovations needed but the County would save money in the long run.  He emphasized the School Board was meeting tonight to discuss the fate of this building.  Sheriff Cameron stated he would be attending that meeting and could convey to the School Board that the Board of County Commissioners is interested in the property.  He mentioned that the Douglas Center was a landmark as it was a Black high school for many years and should be memorialized in recognition of that. 

            Commissioner Hatch stated he felt acquiring the Douglas Center was a great idea as the property would be a very valuable asset to the County.     

            Commissioner Maxwell mentioned that he felt this would be a good opportunity to keep the children of the community involved. 

            Mark Carver, Suwannee County School Maintenance Director, stated there were actually two properties on the agenda of the School Board Meeting tonight; the Douglas Center and the Parshley Street Center.  Mr. Carver advised the School Board would be asking tonight for approval to advertise for bids for the sale of these two properties.

            Chairman Udell announced the County owned ten acres of property and maybe a trade could be accomplished.    

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, interjected that the School Board had previously expressed an interest in working with the Board of County Commissioners on the Nettie Baisden-Parsley Street Center property.

   

         Commissioner Hatch moved for Sheriff Cameron to express the Board’s desire to negotiate with the School Board on both properties mentioned above.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

            Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Pandemic Flu Plan and its inclusion in the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan as Appendix 9-1.  

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that due to Mr. Jerry Combass being sick he would be presenting this Agenda Item.  Mr. Wooley stated the Pandemic Flu Plan is in preparation for the upcoming flu season and possible flu epidemic.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Pandemic Flu Plan and its inclusion in the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan as Appendix 9-1.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for approval of the Annual Plan of Operation for FY 2008 for the Suwannee River Regional Library.  

            John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, gave a brief overview of the Annual Plan for the Library.  Mr. Hales emphasized training and staff development.  He pointed out that he will be monitoring the Legislature in Tallahassee for State Aid.  He advised the new library in Madison will be built in 2008 and hopefully the Dowling Park Library will be approved for next year.  

 

          Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Annual Plan of Operation for FY 2008 for the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

            Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt the Community Libraries in Caring (CLIC) Grant Agreement for Project Team Focus, Project 08-CLIC-10, for the Suwannee River Regional Library.   

            John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, advised this grant of $8,000.00 would enable the libraries to expand youth services by providing multi-media equipment to promote library programs.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Community Libraries in Caring (CLIC) Grant Agreement for Project Team Focus, Project 08-CLIC-10, for the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the request for an extension of the grace period for the dual certification requirements for Fire Rescue personnel.  

            Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, stated he had received letters from two employees requesting extensions to enroll in fire school.

            Chairman Udell read excerpts from a letter from the Labor Attorney, Rob Larkin, in which he warned against granting the extensions stating that to do so would nullify the cost savings intended by the dual certification requirement, would set a poor example 

subjecting the County to additional requests for extensions, and could lead to possible litigation by other County employees.

            Commissioner Maxwell pointed out that the County compensates the Labor Attorney well to keep the County out of trouble and felt the Board should follow his recommendation to avoid a potential bad situation.

            Commissioner Hatch emphasized that the Labor Attorney had been very specific in his advisement against granting the extensions regarding the hardship it would create for the County.

            Hal Airth, County Attorney, urged the Board to follow the Labor Attorney’s advice for denial of the requests.

            Commissioner Caruthers stated that the County had agreed to pay for all costs for dual certification, and for those employees to receive a pay adjustment upon completion.  But, he added, he felt the current Personnel Rules and Regulations policy should be followed.  

            Commissioner Fowler stated that he would like to help these employees but would not go against the Labor Attorney’s recommendation to deny the request.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to deny the request for an extension for dual certification for Fire Rescue personnel.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

  

          Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the reimbursement to Bill Underhill for paramedic school tuition.  

Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, stated the Board had previously agreed to reimburse Bill Underhill for paramedic school tuition upon his providing tuition receipts.  Mr. Racow advised the tuition receipts produced by Mr. Underhill totaled $4,245.00.  Mr. Racow mentioned the execution of the two-year working agreement between the County and Mr. Underhill. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve reimbursing Mr. Bill Underhill for paramedic school tuition in the amount of $4,245.00 with the stipulation that Mr. Underhill sign the agreement to stay employed by Suwannee County Fire Rescue for a period of two (2) years after receiving his Paramedic Certificate.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the County Incentive Grant Program (CIGP) Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for the realignment of Walker Avenue, from 100th Street (Bass Road) and Pinewood Avenue, and the adoption of the enabling Resolution. (Financial Project ID: 212658-2-58-01)  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director)

            Chairman Udell announced that because of problems with obtaining the right-of-way property needed for the Project, this Item had been withdrawn from the Agenda.

 

           Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt a Resolution for the North Central Florida Economic District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2008-2012.  

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained that the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council must annually submit a strategy report in order for the County to remain eligible for Federal funding of projects.  

            Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution for the North Central Florida Economic District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2008-2012.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution 2008-09)

            At 4:55 p.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 22 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 27, Emergency Agenda Items).

            There were three items to consider:

A) Approval of a thirty (30) day Leave of Absence for David Walker, Parks Maintenance Worker I, due to medical reasons.  (Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director)

B) Discuss, with possible Board action, the Walker Street Project.  (Commissioner Jesse Caruthers)

C) Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the contract with The Haskell Company for the Courthouse Addition.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

Commissioner Fowler moved to add the three aforementioned items to the Agenda.  atch      

Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 23 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on November 6, 2007.

             There were no corrections.

             Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on November 6, 2007 as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 24 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

             Mr. Ross Burnaman, Attorney from Tallahassee, approached the podium and announced he was filing a law suit against the County and the Code Enforcement Board on behalf of James Cornett, Spirit of the Suwannee, et al., regarding a Code Enforcement Board action.  He advised Mr. Airth, as County Attorney, had declined to accept service of the notice of litigation.

             Mr. Airth stated this was a Code Enforcement Board issue and that the Board of County Commissioners should make no comments now on the matter.

      

       
Mr. Burnaman stated he regretted having to go through the judicial process but the Code Enforcement Board refused to postpone the December 6th hearing on the issue involved.

            Commissioner Hatch advised that, as out-going Chairman of the Board, he had received the paperwork and the County had been officially served. 

            Agenda Item No. 25 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, congratulated Mr. Udell on his election of Chairman of the Board.

            Mr. Dasher stated, regarding the Douglas Center and the Parsley Street Center, he supported County-owned buildings and mentioned that all of the rent being paid now could make a substantial loan payment toward this goal.

            Agenda Item No. 26 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported he had recently attended the Small County Coalition meeting.  Mr. Wooley stated there was talk of removing the 8 mil cap on small county road assistance.  He added that ad valorem taxes are still a problem.

B)       T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report. 

C) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, expressed his appreciation to Commissioner Hatch for his help and guidance during his tenure as Chairman of the Board and congratulated Chairman Udell on his election as Chairman.

     

  

Mr. Racow announced that Mr. Tracy Dowdy is now the Chairman of the Fire Governing Board.

Commissioner Fowler asked Mr. Racow to bring the Board up-to-date on Worker’s Compensation.  Mr. Racow replied there were two employees involved; one injured on a fire call and another one is on light duty due to pregnancy.

D) J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, announced he would like to clarify that the computer operating system software was purchased in 1985 and was out-of-date.  He further stated the funds would be spent in this manner and not on hardware.

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, congratulated Chairman Udell on his election as Chairman of the Board for FY 2008.  

Mr. Airth stated he was working on the Spirit of the Suwannee law suit. 

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, interjected that the County had worked with them but they sued anyway.

F) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, also congratulated Chairman Udell for his election as Chairman of the Board. 

            Mr. Scott reported that he had a very successful meeting with the grant writer, Meridian.  He stated they had suggested utilizing another specific firm specializing in grants from The Florida Communities Trust. 

            Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that the firm was already under contract with Dixie County and we could piggyback off Dixie County’s contract. 

     

Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board to obtain a copy of Dixie County’s contract for review and possible use.

            At 5:26 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:35 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with  Agenda Item No. 27 which was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were three items to hear.

A)  Approval of a thirty (30) day Leave of Absence for David Walker, Parks Maintenance Worker I, due to medical reasons.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, explained that Mr. Walker had to have surgery and did not have enough leave time accumulated.  

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a thirty (30) day Leave of Absence to David Walker, Parks Maintenance Worker I, due to medical reasons.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Discuss, with possible Board action, the Walker Street Project.

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers distributed to each Commissioner a copy of the survey of the Walker Street Project.
County Attorney Airth stated Mr. Harvey Carroll, owner of the property, had agreed to sell the additional right-of-way needed for the Project.  Mr. Airth advised that an appraisal had been done.  He stated he had met with Attorney Prevatt and made an offer of $44,500.00, the appraised value, and $9,500.00 for improvements.  However, Mr. 

Airth stated Mr. Carroll has counter offered and now wants additional compensation and concessions. 

            Commissioner Fowler interjected that he had not heard about the counteroffer and it is in his District.  He stated both Attorney Prevatt and Mr. Carroll were at a previous Board meeting and agreed to sell at the initial proposal.  

            Commissioner Caruthers stated he felt the original offer should stand and Mr. Carroll could take it or leave it.

            Attorney Airth stated it would require condemnation of property and court action to obtain the property if Mr. Carroll again rejects the initial proposal.

            Chairman Udell suggested asking Attorney Airth and Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to talk with Mr. Carroll again and report the outcome at the next regular Board meeting.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to have Mr. Airth write Attorney Prevatt a letter rejecting the counteroffer and upholding the original offer with an answer expected by the next regular Board meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            C)  Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the contract with The Haskell Company for the Courthouse Addition.

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised the Amendment was to remove the 

2 % penalty percentage clause from Article 8.2.1 of the Contract Agreement.

 

           Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Amendment No. 1 to the Contract with The Haskell Company eliminating the 2 % penalty percentage clause from Article 8.2.1.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Amends Agreement No. 2008-04)

            At 5:50 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a dinner break.

            At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 15 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the electronic gates for Taxiway “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.  (Bids Solicitation No. 2007-35)  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced there were five bids received on time and one bid received late from A & K Gateworks which would remain unopened and would be returned to sender.  Mr. Wooley proceeded to open the bids that were received on time and the results were as follows:

            1.  Perimeter Fence                              $23,260.00

            2.  Commercial Fence            

 $29,040.00

            3.  Security Safe                                   $34,859.99

            4.  Superior Access                              $30,154.00

            5.  B & T Fencing                                 $40,855.00

Mr. Wooley stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for review and recommendation to the Board.

           

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance allowing an additional homestead exemption of $25,000.00 to persons over the age of 65 who meet the criteria for the exemption.  

            Commissioner Jesse Caruthers presented the Ordinance establishing the additional $25,000.00 exemption.  

            Commissioner Maxwell pointed out that the total household income for 2007 could be no more than $24,214.00.

            Discussion ensued regarding supporting the Ordinance, but there was confusion regarding Section 3 of the Ordinance limiting the maximum amount of homestead exemption to $50,000.00, as the State has plans in the future to provide an additional and third $25,000.00 exemption.  The consensus of the Board was to remove this limitation from the Ordinance.

            At 7:16 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

            Mr. Jim Ward clarified that the Ordinance was total income based and age 65 and over.

            Mr. Ray Madren spoke in favor of the additional exemption.  Mr. Madren stated he had a supporting petition with over 4,000 signatures on it and encouraged the Board to pass the Ordinance to assist the senior citizens.

            At 7:21 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Ordinance allowing the additional exemption of $25,000.00 to persons age 65 and over who meet the criteria for the exemption subject to the removal of the limitation of no more than a total of $50,000.00 exemption from Section 3 of the Ordinance.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (Ordinance No. 2008-02)

            Agenda Item No. 17 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance establishing English as the official language of the Board of County Commissioners.  

            Chairman Douglas Udell explained that the Ordinance had been misinterpreted and the wrong information had been given out.  Chairman Udell emphasized that this Ordinance was only for the official language of the Board of County Commissioners business and not for the entire public. The specific purpose was to prevent the Board from having to hire an interpreter or transact its business and produce records for any and every language that might be requested.  He advised, he and the Board embraced the notion of cultural diversity and there was certainly no intent to discriminate against any group or culture. Chairman Udell re-read the Agenda Item for clarification.

            At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comment.

           Commissioner Hatch read the Ordinance in its entirety and explained the predicament the Board was in due to recent court mandates regarding language requirements for County business affairs.

            Mr. Will Menendez, President of the Chamber of Hispanic Affairs, in Alachua County, approached the podium and proceeded to express his opposition to this Ordinance.  Mr. Mendez stated there had never been a need for this and the larger counties have no such Ordinance.  He stated that passing this Ordinance means you do not want us here and we are not welcome.  He stated his organization could provide an interpreter for the Board meetings if needed.

            Chairman Udell declared that he resented these accusations and the whole issue had been twisted into an issue about the Hispanic community and language, which it is not. He stated Mr. Menendez in his recent newspaper article had fostered this twisted misinterpretation of banning the speaking of Spanish in the County. The Chairman asked Mr. Menendez to accurately inform those in the audience who do not speak English of the true and stated purpose of the Ordinance as the Chairman and other Commissioners had stated it. Mr. Menendez spoke to the audience in Spanish.

            Rev. Ray Chacon, Lake City Hispanic House, spoke opposing the Ordinance and explained how the Hispanic community was offended by “English only”. Rev. Chacon stated the Hispanic House could provide interpreters when necessary. 

            Ms. Yolanda Nunez informed the Board that she would like to explain the Board’s position in Spanish to the Hispanic group in attendance, which she did.

            Mr. Clyde Anderson approached the podium and declared how upset he was with what he was hearing.  Mr. Anderson stated the Board had explained that this is a matter 

of general language protocol for conducting Board business and he did not understand why the Hispanic people were so intimated.  

            At 8:20 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

            At 8:30 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with public comments.

            Mr. Alberto Cruz stated he was a former Suwannee High School student and was offended by the language restrictions.  Mr. Cruz stated he understood the purpose of the Ordinance but had reservations about the affect on the whole community.   

            Mr. David Ruez, Chamber of Hispanic Affairs, expressed his opposition to the Ordinance stating “English only” as the official language.  Mr. Ruez added he felt the Ordinance was being misinterpreted by the Hispanic community.

            Commissioner Hatch tried to explain that the phrase “English only” was not in the Ordinance.  He pointed out that the Ordinance said “English is the official language” of the Board in conducting its business, and it did not contain the phrase “English only”.  He explained the purpose of the Ordinance was in response to recent court decisions whereby other counties were compelled to provide interpreters and various language versions of documents, because the counties had not established an official language for conduct of their official business affairs.  He stated it had nothing to do with Spanish or banning the use of other languages. Its intent was to protect the Board and County and all taxpaying citizens from frivolous law suits compelling the County’s business affairs be conducted in multiple languages and at taxpayer expense.

            Several other members of the audience voiced their opinions in opposition to the Ordinance as they felt it singled out the Hispanic community.

            At 9:40 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments.

            Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the Ordinance establishing English as the official language of the Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance No. 2008-01)

            At 9:45 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

            At 9:55 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 18 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the approval of the Stipulated Agreement with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA), for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-05-2 for the designated urban development areas and policies for Suwannee County.  

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained that because of increase in density from one dwelling unit per acre to two per acre, the two non-compliance issues were water and sewer.  Mr. Meeks pointed out that the DCA did not have commitments from the City of Live Oak to ensure expansion of the urban area and had recommended rescinding the expansion of the urban area.  He stated DCA had prepared the Stipulated Agreement to reflect their suggestions.  He, however, stated that the Stipulated Agreement required costly septic tank systems.  He had contacted Adam Lundy, Lundy’s Septic Tank, regarding the cost of the required septic tank system would amount to $15,000-$18,000.00.

            Commissioner Hatch expressed concern over the septic tank system not being appropriate in urban areas and the cost was extreme.

            At 10:12 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised that development in our County is in the rural community and he felt the application for Amendment to the Live Oak Urban Development Area should be rescinded altogether.  He suggested much of the planned future growth addressed by the Amendment would eventually be annexed into the City and the Developers and City could make their own applications for amendment.  He noted if the application was withdrawn, the existing requirements impacting the County would be less restrictive than those proposed in the stipulated agreement.

            Mr. Scott Koons, Director for NCFRPC, acknowledged the current septic and water requirements of the Comprehensive Plan were less restrictive than those in the proposed Stipulated Agreement.  He noted the stipulations are the requirements of the DCA for approving the Amendment.  However, if the application for Amendment to the urban area were withdrawn or rescinded, the stipulation agreement would not be needed and would have no effect on the remainder of the County and the existing Comprehensive Plan.

            At 10:25 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments.

            Commissioner Fowler moved to not adopt the Stipulated Agreement, to rescind the application for expansion of the Live Oak Designated Urban Development Area, to disagree with the septic tank system required, and to rescind Policies VI.2.5 and VI.5.2 

which raised the density required for central sewer and water.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 19 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to approve the transmittal of the application to the DCA for Comprehensive Amendment CPA-07-03 for the realignment of the Designated Urban Development Area around Branford.  

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated this Amendment is concerning the re-alignment the Designated Urban Development Area of 77th Road in Branford.

            At 10:31 Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve transmittal of the application to the DCA for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-07-3 for the re-alignment of the Designated Urban Development Area around Branford.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 20 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to approve the transmittal of the application to the DCA for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-07-4, for TerraPointe LLC, to change the future land use of the property located at CR 136 and I-75 from Agriculture 1 to Commercial Highway Interchange.  

 

           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, distributed an aerial map of the subject property which contains approximately a total of 150 acres and would require surface water permits through Suwannee River Water Management District.

            At 10:40 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

            Mr. Anthony Quattrochi, Broker Manager, JDM Real Estate Services, LLC, stated the change from Agriculture to Commercial Highway Interchange would guarantee the highest and best use of the property and would be in the best interest of the County.

            At 10:45 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments.

            Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve transmittal of the application to the DCA for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-07-4 for TerraPointe LLC, to change the future land use of property located at CR 136 & I-75 from Agriculture 1 to Commercial Highway Interchange.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 21 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to approve the transmittal of the application to the DCA for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-07-5, for Swanson Developments LP, to change the future land use of the property located off U.S. 129 North from Agriculture 2 to Commercial Intensive.  

            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, distributed an aerial map outlining the location of the property.  Mr. Meeks stated the property is located off U.S. Highway 129, less than a mile South of I-10.
            
Commissioner Caruthers announced he would abstain from discussion or voting because of a conflict of interest in that he provided personal services to the applicant.

            Mr. Clyde Anderson, Agent for Swanson Developments LP, advised they planned to put a road in the property.  Mr. Anderson further advised they have met with the City of Live Oak and have asked to be annexed into the City.

            At 10:50 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the transmittal of the application to the DCA for Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA-07-5 for Swanson Developments LP to change the future land use of property located off U.S. 129 North from Agriculture 2 to Commercial Intensive.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Caruthers abstaining. 

            Agenda Item No. 28 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

            There were none.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 p.m.
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