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  November 6, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Michael Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  11/06/2007
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,409,671.92 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               962,956.87 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   7,202.36 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,171.17 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 16,034.69 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 50,529.68 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,489.58 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 20,600.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               199,780.90 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 99,844.23 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 29,677.87 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 22,264.82 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               214,489.50 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               108,774.96 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   1,432.10 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 08-0039  -  08-0092
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    3,163,920.65 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $127,431.00, to Billco Construction, Inc., for the construction of a 12-unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $143,379.00, to Billco Construction, Inc., for the construction of a 12-unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.
Agenda Item No. 4 was for the approval of a Resolution proclaiming the month of November, 2007 as Epilepsy Awareness Month for Suwannee County.
Agenda Item No. 5 was for the appointment of Terri Grebs as an alternate on the Code Enforcement Board, replacing Shirley Finley, effective immediately and through December 31, 2008.

Agenda Item No. 6 was for the approval of the Records Disposition Document for the destruction of County records that have met the required retention requirements.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 - 6.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the presentation of recognition by the Chairman.  

Chairman Randy Hatch recognized Mr. Earl Carter for his years of service on the Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Board and presented him a plaque in appreciation for the outstanding impact he has had on our community.

Commissioner Udell personally thanked Mr. Carter for what he had meant to him over the years as a teacher in the school system and as a mentor.  He also praised him for his gracious contributions to our community. 
Commissioner Fowler mentioned that he had been a friend of Mr. Carter and his wife for a long time and had worked closely with Mr. Carter on various committees and through the school system.  Commissioner Fowler expressed his appreciation to Mr. Carter for his many contributions to the community. 

Commissioner Caruthers recalled Mr. Carter teaching him in school.  Commissioner Caruthers thanked him for all that he had done over the years and the important role he had played in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Udell introduced Mr. Robert Ford, who replaced Mr. Carter on the Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Board, and his wife.
Chairman Hatch stated that he had several other recognition plaques but those persons were unable to be here today.

Chairman Hatch then recognized each member of the Chairman’s Roundtable, which consists of all of the department heads, with a plaque of appreciation for their cooperation during his tenure as Chairman.  

Chairman Hatch then recognized various County employees with appreciation plaques commending them for their assistance in making his year as Chairman a great success.     
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to allow property owners to obtain a 911 address for driveways, or fences/gates, to farmland or grazing land.  

Tom Burnett approached the podium and inquired about property owners obtaining an address, for emergency purposes, for areas of their property as the ones listed above and paying the $30.00 fee to do so.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if the E-911 System was in operation.  Mr. James Robinson, 911 Addressing Director, replied the E-911 System in now in place in Suwannee County meaning that anyone making a call can be located within twenty seconds of the call.  Mr. Robinson informed the Board the calls are tower specific and show the exact location of the caller.  He also explained there are numerous factors involved in obtaining an address and these areas of property requested by Mr. Burnett would not qualify.
Commissioner Caruthers suggested asking the newspaper to write an article informing the public that the E-911 Cellular Phone Locator Service is now in operation.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request from Amylin Pharmaceuticals for waiver of fees for the use of the Library meeting room for a monthly program to provide information and assistance to the public concerning diabetes.  

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated he was not normally for making exceptions to policies; however, this company would be providing a free service to the community on a monthly basis at the Branford Library.  Mr. Hales stated this would strictly be a support group effort with no selling or promotion of Amylin Pharmaceuticals diabetic supplies.  He added they are already meeting in Gadsden and Taylor counties.  He mentioned he had contacted Dr. Nancy McCullers, Suwannee County Health Department Director, and she supports the community endeavor of diabetes awareness.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if they would come to Live Oak also.  Mr. Hales replied he was not sure.

Commissioner Fowler stated it was a policy issue with him.  He suggested using a community center or a church to meet in.  He expressed his concern regarding making an exception and setting a precedent for others.  He added it had not been done for local people and, although he was not against diabetes awareness, he could not support making the policy exception.  

Commissioner Udell stated diabetes is a leading killer. He advised he totally supported this educational effort and the use of the Branford Library and the Live Oak Library should they come to Live Oak. 
Chairman Hatch stated that meeting space was very limited in Branford, especially on universal turf.  

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that maybe the Exhibition II building could be used if they come to Live Oak.

Commissioner Udell moved to grant the use of the Branford Library and the Live Oak Library to Amylin Pharmaceuticals and to waive the fees for the monthly meeting of the diabetes support group.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4 – 1 with Commissioner Fowler opposed.
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt a Resolution amending Ordinance 93-03 (Suwannee County Purchasing Policy) to require contractors to submit payment and performance bonds when the Public Construction Project exceeds $200,000.00 (was $120,000.00) in cost.  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated that at a previous Board meeting it was mentioned to increase the construction project amount requiring bonds from $120,000.00 to $200,000.00.  Mrs. Harrison stated the Resolution was prepared and distributed to the Board.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Resolution amending Ordinance 93-03 (Suwannee County Purchasing Policy) to require contractors to submit payment and performance bonds when the Public Construction Project exceeds $200,000.00 (was $120,000.00) in cost.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, a request for an extension of the grace period for the dual certification requirements for Fire Rescue personnel. (Scott Racow, Public Safety Director) 

Chairman Hatch announced that this Agenda Item had been withdrawn because Mr. Racow was unable to attend the meeting today. 

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, personnel shortage at Fire Rescue. (Scott Racow, Public Safety Director)
Chairman Hatch announced that this Agenda Item had been withdrawn because Mr. Racow was unable to attend the meeting today. 

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the amended Indigent Disposal Policy.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated the amended policy had been drafted for the Board’s review. 
Commissioner Fowler expressed concern over the wording in Number 2 which reads “In the event cremation is selected”.  He stated the exception was for infants and should read accordingly.

Discussion ensued regarding proper verbiage and Chairman Hatch suggested the following verbiage, “If cremation is the method of disposal”.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the amended Indigent Disposal Policy subject to the change in verbiage of Number 2 from “In the event cremation is selected” to “If cremation is the method of disposal”.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the recommendation to submit a claim by Orville Moses (Tax Deed Application No. 1443/2000-528) to the court by an Interpleader action to determine entitlement of overbid funds.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that the information received was very confusing and a court order is needed to determine who is entitled to the funds.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the recommendation to submit a claim by Orville Moses (Tax Deed Application No. 1443/2000-528) to the court by an Interpleader action to determine entitlement of overbid funds.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 15 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the approval of the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee regarding awarding the bid for galvanized corrugated metal pipe for the Public Works Department. (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-32)  (Bids were opened during October 16, 2007 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported the Bid Review Committee had met on October 25, 2007 and recommended awarding the bid to the lowest bidder, Gulf Atlantic Culvert.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved the approve the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award the bid for galvanized corrugated metal pipe for the Public Works Department (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-32) to Gulf Atlantic Culvert.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.    
Agenda Item No. 16 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to advertise for proposals for consultant services for the Suwannee County Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, requested permission to advertise for RFPs for consultant services for the Suwannee County Airport. Mr. Robinson stated the RFPs would be opened at the Board meeting and ranked.

 Commissioner Udell moved to grant permission to advertise for RFPs for consultant services for the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 17 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to declare the 1989 Chevrolet 1500 pickup, Vin #1GCDC14Z2KZ248451, as surplus, and permission to sell vehicle at the next Sheriff’s sale.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this vehicle is a back-up and is being surplused to make room for the Jeep donated by Lamar Jenkins.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to declare the 1989 Chevrolet 1500 pickup, Vin #1GCDC14Z2KZ248451, as surplus and for permission to sell the vehicle at the next Sheriff’s sale.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, approval of a blanket waiver of permit fees for construction by County employees on County property.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the waiver of permit fees would typically affect permits for power problems on County property.  Mr. Wooley stated Mr. Pat Sura, Building Official, had asked that this issue be placed on the Agenda.  Mr. Wooley added that Mr. Sura would conduct the inspections and he and Mr. Sura would sign off on these projects.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve a blanket waiver of permit fees for construction by County employees on County property.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the replacement of carpet in the vault area of the Courthouse.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced that two bids were received.  Mr. Wooley proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows: 

Live Oak Paint


$5,152.23


A.S.S. Carpet



$8,500.00

Mr. Wooley stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation. 

GENERAL BUSINESS:



 

Agenda Item No. 20 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items). 

There were four items to consider.

A)  Permission to submit for a reimbursable grant, requiring no match from the

County, from the Suwannee River Water Management District, for support monies for the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Program for no more than $100,000.00. (Katherine Allen, Suwannee County Extension Director)

B) Authorization   to   transfer   the   1996    Ford    Crown    Victoria,    Vin 

#2FALP71W1TX135276 to the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office. (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

C) Discuss, with possible Board action, advertising for two (2) public hearings to

take advantage of CDBG Economic Development grant opportunities.   (Chairman Randy Hatch)

D) To purchase a replacement engine, in the amount of $6,800.00, for a front-end

loader at the mine for Public Works Department.  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director)
Commissioner Udell moved to add the four aforementioned items to the Agenda.

Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for approval of the minutes of the workshops with The Haskell Company and with the Grant Writer both on October 4, 2007, and the regular Board meeting held on October 16, 2007.
Chairman Hatch noted a correction at the bottom of Page 2 of The Haskell Company Workshop minutes which states “Grant Writing Workshop” and should have read “The Haskell Company Workshop”.

Commissioner Fowler cited the misspelling of his name in the beginning of both workshop minutes.

Mr. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised that he had sent a letter to the Grant Writing Workshop outlining three projects and there was no mention of this in the minutes.   Mr. Hales stated he wanted to make sure that these projects were discussed. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes of the Grant Writing Workshop and The Haskell Workshop both held on October 4, 2007 subject to the above noted corrections, and the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on October 16, 2007 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

The Deputy Clerk subsequently made the above cited corrections.  
In reference to Mr. Hales concern regarding the minutes from the Grant Writing Workshop, after researching the documents provided Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and the notes taken at the Grant Writing Workshop, no record was found of the letter Mr. Hales had spoken of concerning the three Library projects and there was no mention in the notes taken of a discussion of such projects.  Mr. Hales has been contacted with these results.
            Agenda Item No. 22 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 23 which was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

             There were none.

Agenda Item No. 24 was for Staff Reports.

A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, expressed his appreciation to Chairman Hatch for his patience and his willingness to step out as a leader in the County as well as on the State level, especially concerning fiscally constrained counties.  Mr. Wooley pointed out that Mr. Hatch is the upcoming Chairman of the Florida Association of Counties.

Commissioner Fowler commended Chairman Hatch for his leadership both in Suwannee County and in Tallahassee.  He also expressed thanks to Senator Dean and Representative Boyd for their voting on the tax relief issue that helped make it a success.

Chairman Hatch expressed his gratitude for the positive comments.  
Commissioner Caruthers mentioned the tax exemption assistance for low income seniors and the need for a public hearing before the deadline of December 31, 2007.  
Discussion ensued regarding the confusion surrounding the amendment.  It was the consensus of the Board to move forward with the advertisement for the public hearing. 

Commissioner Caruthers stated he had received a complaint from a citizen who had tried to pay for a permit with cash and was told they did not have the $5.00 change to give him and he needed to write a check.  Commissioner Caruthers emphasized the need for customer service and that we are here to serve the public.
Commissioner Maxwell reiterated that we are public servants and should do whatever is necessary to give good customer service.

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 11:12 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting. 
John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, interjected that he would like to add another item to the Emergency Agenda.  Mr. Wooley requested permission to advertise to hold a public hearing regarding the additional $25,000.00 tax exemption for age 65 and older.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned item to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:15 a.m. Chairman Hatch continued with Agenda Item No. 24 which was Staff Reports.

B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
Commissioner Caruthers passed on the good comments he had received on the Rixford Road Project and praised Mr. Sikes and his staff for the excellent work they had done.  He inquired as to the status of the painting of right-of-way line on the road.  Mr. Sikes replied that would be done when the grassing along the right-of-way is completed.

Commissioner Udell expressed his appreciation to Mr. Sikes and his staff for the Sheldon-Green Project stating that the residents were very pleased with the results.
Chairman Hatch congratulated Mr. Sikes and his staff for the outstanding work on Brannon Road.

C)  Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, was not present.
D)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported that State Aid is being maintained.
Mr. Hales stated he has been spending a great deal of time in Madison with the new Library.

E)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported he had obtained the necessary documents on the Walker Street property.  Mr. Airth advised he would deliver the offer at the appraised value today to Mr. Jimmy Prevatt, Attorney for Mr. Harvey Carroll, and would request a response in time for the item to be placed on the Agenda for the next Board meeting.   Mr. Airth also advised he was waiting for a response from Mr. Prevatt concerning the right-of-way and the deed for the strip of land at the restaurant property. 
F)  Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, had submitted a written report.
Agenda Item No. 25 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were a total of five Emergency Items to hear.

A)  Permission to submit for a reimbursable grant, requiring no match from the County, from the Suwannee River Water Management District, for support monies for the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Program for no more than $100,000.00.


Katherine Allen, Suwannee County Extension Director, announced that due to cuts from the State the amount of the grant had been reduced to no more than $35,000.00.  

Ms. Allen mentioned that the Governor had made cuts in research resulting in some local Research Center employees losing their jobs.
Ms. Allen advised that the Extension Office also offers diabetes classes.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to grant permission to submit for a reimbursable grant, requiring no match from the County, from the Suwannee River Water Management District for support monies for the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Program for no more than $35,000.00 (reduced from $100,000.00 due to State cuts).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Authorization to transfer the 1996 Ford Crown Victoria, Vin #2FALP71W1TX135276, to the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this was a vehicle transfer to the Sheriff’s Office.
Commissioner Fowler moved to authorize the transfer of the 1996 Ford Crown Victoria, Vin #2FALP71W1TX135276, to the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C)  Discuss, with possible Board action, advertising for two (2) public hearings to take advantage of CDBG Economic Development grant opportunities.

Chairman Randy Hatch advised seeking the $750,000.00 available this cycle.  He suggested that some of this grant money could be used for placing a water tower on the donated land at U.S.129 and I-10.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to advertise for two (2) public hearings to take advantage of CDBG Economic Development grant opportunities.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
D)  To purchase a replacement engine, in the amount of $6,800.00, for a front-end loader at the mine for the Public Works Department.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the prices he had obtained on the replacement parts had amounted to almost as much as the rebuilt replacement engine and the engine carried a six-month warranty.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of a replacement engine, in the amount of $6,800.00, for a front-end loader at the mine for the Public Works Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

E)  To approve advertising for a public hearing regarding the additional $25,000.00 tax exemption for age 65 and older.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised this issue would also require an Ordinance or a Resolution.  County Attorney Hal Airth was asked to research and prepare the necessary document.

Commissioner Fowler moved to advertise for a public hearing regarding the additional $25,000.00 tax exemption for age 65 and older and for Mr. Airth to prepare the necessary document required.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 26 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
            Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, if the County had put up any signs in English and Spanish as had been mentioned in the “Rant ‘n Rave” column of the local newspaper.  Mr. Sikes replied that they had not.              
            Chairman Hatch announced this was his last meeting as Chairman and again expressed his appreciation to everyone who had helped make his tenure successful.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________
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