
Book  47   Page  21




October 4, 2007



City Council Chambers



Live Oak, Florida


1:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a Grant Writing Workshop on the above date and time and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Billy Maxwell, Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk. 


Chairman Hatch called the workshop to order at 1:00 p.m. and called on John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.

Mr. Wooley advised Ms. Lisa Blair of Meridian Community Services Group, Inc. was present to respond to the Board, and Meridian was the current contracted Grant Writer for the County.   He advised that Ms. Blair needed input from the Board concerning their goals and projects for which they wished to pursue grants.

Ms. Blair addressed the Board and advised Meridian was contracted with the Board for CDBG Grants and any other type of Grants the Board wished to pursue.


Ms. Blair discussed various types of CDBG Grants and their requirements, scoring, and qualifications. 


The Board discussed several potential projects for which they would like to seek grant funding including:  Luraville Volunteer Fire Department Building; Emergency Shelters for the Aged and Ill; Boat Ramps in General; Coliseum Climate Control; Branford Rodeo Arena; Hardened E.O.C.; Community Centers; Lake Louise Boat Ramp-Park; Wellborn Waste Water System; Affordable-Low Income Housing; Economic Development in General; Road paving to Suwannee Lake Park; Airport improvements to include Runway Extension by 1,000 feet, Paved Road Entry from U.S. 90, Airport Industrial Park Development.

Danny Hales, Library Director had submitted a letter to the Chairman regarding three potential Library grant projects. The Chairman advised he would pass the letter along to the Grant Writer, Meridian Community Services Group.


Greg Scott, Recreation Director advised of the need for a grant to fund a Recreation Need Assessment and Planning of Future Recreation Facilities.


Scott Racow, Public Safety Director advised of the need for grant funding for EMS/Fire Service Buildings, Vehicles, and Communications Towers and Equipment.


Ms. Debbie Vickers, Administrative Manager for Public Works advised of a need for grant funding for Communications Systems and Towers, and a new and larger vehicle and equipment maintenance shop.

Mr. Wooley advised the Board must set some priorities on projects for which to seek grant funding.  He mentioned that the planned Courthouse addition may qualify for some grant funding.  He also mentioned the Nettie Baisden School Property which may be acquired from the School Board and the cost of demolition of the existing old buildings.


Mr. Wooley addressed the issue of Waste Water Treatment Facilities and noted that Regional Treatment Facilities seemed to be the way of the future that was receiving the most recognition, support, and funding.

Chairman Hatch thanked all those in attendance for their valuable input. He adjourned the Grant Writing Workshop at 2:43 p.m.  
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