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Tuesday, September 16, 2008
Final Budget Hearing

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Final Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher; Leeta Bronson and Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerks; Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, and Jhony Cuenca, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was present.
Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and then called upon Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court.

Clerk Dasher presented the changes in the 2009 Budget figures according to the wishes of the Board.  He announced the operating millage to be levied of 8.0000 mils, which is less than the rolled-back rate of 9.1812 by 12.87 percent.

At 5:16 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments. 

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

At 5:17 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the Final Budget Hearing and opened the Governing Board Meeting for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal FY 2008-09 Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU).
Clerk Dasher announced the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Final Budget of $3,975,377.00.

At 5:18 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to recommend the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU Final Budget amount to the Board of County Commissioners for inclusion in the Board of County Commissioners Final Budget.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Hatch opposed.
At 5:19 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU Governing Board meeting and opened the Fire Protection Services MSBU Governing Board meeting.

Clerk Dasher announced the Fire Protection Services FY 2008-09 Final Budget of  $1,634,657.00.

At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recommend the Fire Protection Services MSBU Final Budget amount to the Board of County Commissioners for inclusion in the Board of County Commissioners Final Budget.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:21 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the Fire Protective Services MSBU Governing Board meeting and reconvened the Board of County Commissioners Final Budget Hearing.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU Governing Board budget recommendation.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Hatch opposed.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Fire Protective Services MSBU Governing Board budget recommendation.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Clerk Dasher announced the proposed final millage rate of 8.0000 mils, which is less than the rolled-back rate of 9.1812 by 12.87 percent.

Clerk Dasher announced the proposed final budget of $55,138,290.00. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final millage rate of 8.0000 mils, which is less than the rolled-back rate of 9.1812 by 12.87  percent and to adopt the FY 2008-09 Final Millage Resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Hatch opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2008-65) 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final budget of $55,138,290.00 and adopt the FY 2008-09 Final Budget Resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Hatch opposed. (See Resolution No. 2008-66)
Commissioner Hatch commended Clerk Dasher for his help in turning the County around from insolvency during his tenure as Clerk.  He complimented Mr. Dasher on the exemplary handling of the budget and on the good audits the County received.  Commissioner Hatch added he was going to miss working with him.
The Commissioners all thanked Mr. Dasher for his assistance and especially regarding the budget as it seemed to improve greatly each year.  Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that the budget books were much better organized this year which helped them to better access information.    
Mr. Dasher stated a good leader listens and he had applied a lot of the Commissioners’ suggestions.  Mr. Dasher complimented his staff and credited them with his success.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Udell adjourned the Final Budget Hearing at 5:29 p.m.
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