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Monday, September 8, 2008

Fire and Solid Waste Final Public Hearing

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for the Final Public Hearing for setting the annual rates for Fire and Solid Waste, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerk; Betty Carver, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.
Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and convened the hearing of the Governing Board for Fire Protection Service MSBU to consider the FY 2009 assessment. 

Chairman Udell read the Affidavit of Mailing from John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, which stated there was no increase in the Fire Protection Services Assessment for FY 2009.  Chairman Udell called upon Mr. Wooley.
Mr. Wooley announced the proposed Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) of $.0732;  Transient Occupancy rate (per unit) of $140.0988; and land less than 160 acres (per parcel) of $12.4356; and land over 160 acres (per acre) of $.0953, which are the same rates as last year.

At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the rates for the Fire Protection Service MSBU for Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) at $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) at $.0732; Transient Occupancy rate (per unit) at $140.0988; land less than 160 acres (per parcel) at $12.4356; and land over 160 acres (per acre) at $.0953.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Chairman Udell adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for Fire Protection Services MSBU and convened the hearing for the Governing Board for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU to consider the FY 2009 assessment.  

Mr. Wooley announced that Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, was detained out-of-state because of vehicle trouble and therefore he would be presenting the Solid Waste MSBU for Mr. Sikes. 

Mr. Wooley advised a first class mail out had gone out to notify residents of a proposed increase in the Solid Waste assessment of $168.53.  He added this mandatory mail out to the residents had cost over $15,000.00.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Wooley to tell the public how these rates were derived and Commissioner Maxwell asked him to explain the costs involved in the full cycle of waste collection and disposal. 
Mr. Wooley explained that the Board had hired Government Services Group (GSG), a consulting firm, to do a cost analysis.  He added the rate is restructured every five years and the analysis done by GSG was based on a five-year projection.  He mentioned that the cost analysis is figured on the entire process from the dumping site to the ultimate trip to the out-of-state landfill.  Although our landfill is closed, it must be monitored for twenty years and DEP requires $400,000.00 to be held in reserve for any repairs that the landfill may need.  He stated the $168.53 was the rate the consulting firm proposed following their analysis and this was tentatively set as a maximum proposed figure.
Commissioner Caruthers asked when the Board ordered this cost analysis to be done and added he had no recollection of the Board requesting this information.  Mr. Wooley replied the Board had agreed on this in either July or August.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that according to the greenbar printouts revenue and expenses are down and that the revenue exceeded expenses by $200,000.00.  He stated he wished a representative from the Finance Department was here to confirm these figures.  He advised there are a lot of discrepancies in the budget.  He pointed out that the budget did not reflect real costs and adjustments needed to be made.  He suggested fixing the budget problems by balancing the budget, having quarterly reports on both commercial and residential solid waste usage, using reserves that have been built up to supplement the MSBU, and to charge a maximum increase in the assessment of 13%.   He emphatically stated, “How did we get over $2 million in the reserve fund  -  by overcharging the public.” 
At 5:45 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

Ms. Penny Staffney approached the podium and dogmatically stated a 32% increase is an outrage.  Ms. Staffney asked why we transport solid waste to Georgia when we have a landfill much closer.  Commissioner Hatch replied the fees are cheaper in Georgia.             
Mr. Louis Dubois stated he and his wife live in Wellborn and they use a private garbage service.  Mr. Dubois advised the private service is cheaper than what the County charges but they still have to pay the County fee and do not use it; therefore they pay double.

Ms. Lois Jean Holmes stated she believes in recycling which would bring money back into the County.  Commissioner Hatch responded that he had just received new information today on recycling which he would be following up on and agreed that recycling can help with costs.   

Mr. Patrick O’Hare advised he lives in Wellborn, is retired, on a fixed income and takes very little to the dumpsite.  Mr. O’Hare stated he felt everybody should pay by taxing things that all people use.  He mentioned implementing impact fees to bring in more money to the County.  Mr. O’Hare also criticized the Road Department saying that a ditch they had put in was higher than the road.

Mr. Rick Dorritie stressed that with the increase in everything people cannot take much more.  Mr. Dorritie advised that close to where he lives, Market Road and 216th Street, tons of garbage are dropped off each day from Columbia County.  He added these vehicles have Columbia County tags and he has followed them.

Commissioner Hatch stated he knew this was a bad situation and that garbage was coming into our County from several other counties.  He asked Mr. Dorritie to get these tag numbers and give them to him.
Mr. Willie Sharp from McAlpin stated he too was paying but garbage was not being picked up.  Chairman Udell responded that the County garbage is not picked up and that it has to be taken to the dumpsite.  

Mr. Sharp complained that the Road Department was not cutting the grass in his area but pushing it down.  Chairman Udell stated that Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, was not here tonight because his vehicle had broken down in South Carolina but he would need to talk to Mr. Sikes about that issue.  Mr. Sharp replied, “I’ll bet that’s why he broke down and is not here.”

Ms. Harriett Humphries from O’Brien addressed the recycling issue and how she had always recycled.  Ms. Humphries stated she was upset when she found out that the recycled items were dumped in with all of the rest of the garbage.  She added the residents are being cheated because the MSBU are not being handled properly and we are not getting what we are paying for. 

Commissioner Hatch replied the recycling bins should have been taken up when the County stopped recycling.  He reiterated that he will be checking into the new recycling information he had received.
Mr. Brian Sutton stated he had lived here for three years.  Mr. Sutton stated he felt the County should tap into the methane gas produced from garbage and burn it.  He advised items that all people buy should be taxed so that everyone pays.  He added it is not fair that your house can be taken if you do not pay.

At 6:35 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the hearing for a break.

At 6:50 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the hearing.

Mr. Jerry Morgan stated that the notice sent to the residents should have stipulated this figure was a maximum amount and everyone would not have been so upset.  Mr. Morgan stated he does not live here all the time now but vacations here.  He suggested that the ID card system for the dumpsites be implemented again like it used to be.
Mr. Art Chadwick made several references to getting back to the good old days, looking at other ways to get money, and working together to get back our government and our country.
Mr. Ray Madren merely stated we do not need an increase in the solid waste assessment.

Mr. Wooley read the names of persons who had filed objection letters to the solid waste assessment:  Mary Barnum, John & Tia Bonura, John Keene, Christopher & Linda McKee, and Carl & Patricia Young.

There being no other comments, at 7:03 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments.
Commissioner Fowler commented that he used to be the budget officer at the Public Works Department and therefore has budgetary experience.  He expressed his concern that the figures do not give a true picture of the budget and that fund balances should be used in all our budgets.  He stressed that he agreed with Commissioner Caruthers that the budget needs to be reworked.

Commissioner Maxwell agreed with Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Caruthers’ comments on the budget.  He pointed out he wanted to make it perfectly clear that it was never the intention of the Board to remain with proposed assessment amount of $168.53.

Commissioner Hatch moved to set the Solid Waste assessment amount at $130.00 per unit.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 7:18 p.m. Chairman Udell adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU and reconvened the Board of County Commissioners Final Public Hearing for setting the annual rates for Fire and Solid Waste.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the recommendation from the Governing Board for Fire Protection Services MSBU for Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) at $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) at $.0732; Transient Occupancy (per unit) at $140.0988; Land less than 160 acres (per parcel) at $12.4356; and Land greater than 160 acres (per acre) at $.0953 which are the same rates as last year and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2008-63)
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the recommendation of the Governing Board for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU to set the assessment rate at $130.00 per unit and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2008-64)
 
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Udell adjourned the Final Public Hearing for setting the annual rates for Fire and Solid Waste at 7:25 p.m.
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