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  July 15, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United Stated of America.
CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  07/14/08
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               668,164.81 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 53,005.43 
	

	117
	
	 $                 40,691.37 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       56.58 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 29,010.68 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $               112,808.55 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 11,366.84 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               962,881.96 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 76,590.65 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 45,541.05 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                 60,632.29 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               394,292.07 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 81,599.99 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	

	 
	BATCHES: 08-676 - 08-712
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,536,642.27 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3458631, in the amount of $8,936.70, to URS Corporation for professional services through May 31, 2008 for the Suwannee County Airport Layout Plan Phase 1. 
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 32011, in the amount of $25,000.00 to AK Associates for maintenance from May 3, 2008 through May 2, 2009.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 32012, in the amount of $8,859.00, to AK Associates for CML XWarranty, from July 21, 2008 through July 20, 2009.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 56550, in the amount of $738,069.61, to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work performed on 193rd Road (Clayland Road). 

Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve payment of the Final Invoice, in the amount of $58,932.07, to Ogles Construction for work performed at the Live Oak Train Depot.

Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 3, in the amount of $1,700.22 to Keen Engineering & Surveying for the final payment for engineering services through June 30, 2008 for the Live Oak Train Depot Project.
Agenda Item No. 8 was to consider approval of the appointment of Bruce Cook to serve a three (3) year term on the Suwannee County Museum Association.

Agenda Item No. 9 was for approval of the Release of Lien for Ashley Brian and Carolyn N. Taylor, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2008-66)
Agenda Item No. 10 was for approval of the Satisfaction of Lien for Gaynell and Robert Price, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2008-67)
Agenda Item No. 11 was to consider acceptance of the Federal portion of the Base Grant Agreement from the Department of Emergency Management in the amount of $14,272.00.
Agenda Item No. 12 was to consider approval of a Line Item Transfer to utilize salary savings for equipment upgrades for the Suwannee County Extension Office.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that Agenda Item No. 12 be pulled for discussion.

Commissioner Fowler stated that Consent Agenda Items No. 8 and 11 should have the word “consider” stricken as that word indicates the necessity of a regular Agenda Item and not a Consent Item.  


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 11.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he felt the Line Item transfer in Agenda Item No. 12 should be rejected and the balance left in the salaries budget line item to be carried over into the next budget.
Commissioner Fowler stated he was also against this transfer of funds especially with the impending budget cuts. 

Katherine Allen, Suwannee County Extension Director, explained that the Extension Office computers needed upgrading in order to increase production time for the office staff.  Ms. Allen stated she was hoping to utilize these excess funds in the salary line item for this purpose.

Commissioner Hatch asked if any portion of this could come from the University of Florida.  Ms. Allen replied no but that the Extension Office does receive technical assistance from the University.  She added the Office needs at least two computers and that they could be purchased through the University at their contract price.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to deny the request for the Line Item Transfer to utilize salary savings for equipment upgrades for the Suwannee County Extension Office.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Chairman Udell opposed.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:


Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to request that the Board set a proposed millage rate for the 2008-2009 budget year.  
Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, presented the proposed millage rate for 2008-09 at 8.6528 mills.  Mr. Dasher emphasized that once the proposed millage rate is set, it cannot be increased, only decreased from that amount.

Commissioner Hatch moved to set the proposed millage rate for the 2008-09 budget year at 8.6528 mills.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon hereafter as the matter can be heard, to set the 2008-2009 Tentative Budget Hearing for Tuesday, September 2, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. to be held in the Live Oak City Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, announced that the September 2, 2008 date needed to be changed to September 3, 2008 to comply with the 65-day TRIM regulation.  Mr. Dasher explained that the TRIM certification was received from the Property Appraiser on July 1st, 2008 and 65 days from then would be September 3.

Commissioner Hatch moved to set the 2008-2009 Tentative Budget Hearing for Wednesday, September 3, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 15 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to set the 2008-2009 Final Budget Hearing for Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. to be held at the Live Oak City Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, requested the Final Budget Hearing be set for September 16, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to set the 2008-2009 Final Budget Hearing for Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. at the Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Since Mr. Dasher was already present, at 4:30 p.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 27 which was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports for Mr. Dasher to present a report. 

Mr. Dasher stated he had the information Commissioner Caruthers had previously asked for regarding the payoff on the Sun Trust loan.  Mr. Dasher distributed a handout itemizing the payoff figures.   The prepayment penalty is $104,573.36 and the final total prepayment amount as of July 18, 2008 is $1,940,590.56.  If the loan remains as monthly scheduled, the paid in full amount would be $1,841,279.00. Some discussion ensued among the Commissioners. Mr. Dasher emphasized these figures confirm that if the loan is paid off early, it would cost the County an additional $99,311.56, and recommended it not be paid off early.
At 4:35 p.m. Chairman Udell returned to Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to set dates and times to hold Budget Workshops, and approval to advertise for same.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stressed the importance of setting these dates as soon as possible.  Mr. Wooley suggested Wednesday, August 6 and Thursday, August 7, 2008 as possible dates.

Discussion ensued and these dates seemed to work for the Board.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to set the Budget Workshops to be held on Wednesday, August 6 and Thursday, August 7, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. at the new Emergency Management/EOC Office located at the Douglas Center.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 17 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to set Tuesday, September 2, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. to hold public hearings for Fire and Solid Waste Assessments, and 147th Road MSBU, 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, 122nd Trail MSBU, 133rd Lane MSBU, and 78th Street, 76th Terrace MSBU.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced the date for these public hearings would need to be changed to Wednesday, September 3, 2008 instead of Tuesday, September 2 as was necessary in Agenda Item No. 14 to be in compliance with TRIM.
Commissioner Hatch moved to set the public hearings for Fire and Solid Waste Assessments, and 147th Road MSBU, 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, 122nd Trail MSBU, 133rd Lane MSBU, and 78th Street, 76th Terrace MSBU on Wednesday, September 3, 2008 at 5:15 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, approval of a full-time position for the Custodial Department, and approval to advertise for same.  (Tabled during the July 1, 2008 Board meeting.)  

Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, advised that the job description had been changed from a part-time to a full-time position and the other part-time position had been frozen.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve changing one part-time position to a full-time position and to freeze the other part-time position for the Custodial Department, and to approve advertising for same.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 19 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of The Big Read Grant Agreement with the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services designed to revitalize the role of literature in American culture and bring the transformative power of literature into the lives of its citizens.  

John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, stated this Grant will be in the amount of $4,000.00 and will be matched with in-kind services.  Mr. Hales mentioned there will be numerous activities in the community connected with this Grant.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve The Big Read Grant Agreement with the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services designed to revitalize the role of literature in American culture and bring the transformative power of literature into the lives of its citizens.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. Pending)  
At 4:50 p.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 24 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items).

There were six (6) items to consider.

A. Permission to move Branford polling precinct from Branford Library to Hatch Park building.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

B. Consider approval of an Agreement with Nine-Lives Disaster Solutions for general consultant services for Emergency Management.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

C. Consider approval of an Agreement with The Management Experts, LLC for general consultant services for Emergency Management.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

D. Consider approval of a non-exclusive Agreement with Grubbs Emergency Services for pre-qualified contractors for disaster recovery services for Emergency Management.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

E. Consider approval of a non-exclusive Agreement with Ashbritt, Inc, for pre-qualified contractors for disaster recovery services for Emergency Management.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

F. Consider approval of a non-exclusive Agreement with Coxwell Disaster Recovery Services for pre-qualified contractors for disaster recovery services for Emergency Management.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

Commissioner Caruthers stated setting a start date and salary for the new Public Safety Director needed to be added also.
G. Set a start date and starting salary for the new Public Safety Director, Charlie Conner.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve adding the above mentioned seven (7)

 items to the Emergency Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 25 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on July 1, 2008.


Commissioner Hatch noted a change on Page 12 in the second paragraph. He stated the equipment being demonstrated should have been “track hoe” and not “blasting machine”.  The Deputy Clerk subsequently made the cited change.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on July 1, 2008 subject to the above noted change.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


 Agenda Item No. 26 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)


There were none.

Agenda Item No. 27 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, had given a report earlier in the meeting.  

There were no other reports.

            Agenda Item No. 28 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report. 

B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

C)  Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported he would be working closely

 with the new Public Safety Director, Charlie Conner, for a couple of weeks. 

D) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had no report.

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report. 

F) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, shared some of their activities 

occurring in the community.  

G) Katherine Allen, Suwannee County Extension Director, shared some of the

programs the Extension Office was offering in and around the community.  Ms. Allen also mentioned they would be conducting pesticide training classes soon for obtaining a Pesticide License.  She added they would also be offering the training in Spanish.


Ms. Allen reminded the Board that the 4-H Banquet would be held on Saturday, August 23, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

Agenda Item No. 29 was to consider amending the Agreement with Nabors, 

Giblin & Nickerson and Government Services Group (GSG) pertaining to the Solid Waste Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU).  (Tabled during the July 1, 2008 Board meeting).  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he had researched information relevant to the matter and recommended entering into the updated Agreement with Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson and GSG.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the updated Agreement with Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson and GSG pertaining to the Solid Waste MSBU.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-68)
Agenda Item No. 30 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were seven (7) to hear.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, asked to pull off five Emergency Agenda Items, consisting of Items B., C., D., E. and F., until they could be reviewed by the County Attorney.  Mr. Wooley stated that would leave two to hear, Items A. and G.

A.  Permission to move Branford polling precinct from Branford Library to the Hatch Park building.
Mr. Wooley advised Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, was unable to attend the meeting today and had asked that he present this Item to the Board.  Mr. Wooley stated Mrs. Williams mentioned that the Library worked well for early voting but was just too small for Election Day.  He advised she was requesting that the precinct be moved to the facility at Hatch Park which was more accessible to the public and has ample parking.  He added Mrs. Williams has obtained approval from the Branford Town Council to use this facility which also meets ADA standards for the handicapped.  Mr. Wooley stated that if approved, Mrs. Williams will mail out notices to the voters in Branford, will advertise in the local newspaper every week until the election, will have someone at the Library to direct voters who show up there, and will post signs in the area. 
Commissioner Hatch moved to grant permission to relocate the Branford polling precinct from the Branford Library to the Hatch Park building.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Wooley addressed Emergency Agenda Item C. and requested that this Item be added back to the Agenda because of the time sensitive issues involved. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to add Emergency Agenda Item C. back to the Agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

C.  Consider approval of an Agreement with The Management Experts, LLC for general consultant services for Emergency Management.

Mr. Wooley stated this Agreement had some specific time lines and needed to be considered today for execution.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Agreement with The Management Experts, LLC for general consultant services for Emergency Management.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-69)
G.  To set the starting date and salary for the new Public Safety Director.

Discussion ensued between the Board and Mr. Conner about his availability to start and the beginning salary.  It was decided that Mr. Conner would start Monday, July 21, 2008 and the salary would be the same as the salary of the current Public Safety Director which is approximately $73,000.00.

Commissioner Fowler moved to set the starting date for Charlie Conner as Monday, July 21, 2008 and to set his beginning salary at the same amount as the current Public Safety Director.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:12 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a dinner break.
At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 20 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the final public hearing, to consider the adoption of an Ordinance amending the text of the Suwannee County’s Comprehensive Plan adding a Public School Facilities Element to the Comprehensive Plan, amending the Intergovernmental Coordination Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add a policy concerning coordination with the School Board, and amending the Capital Improvement Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add Public School Facilities level of service standards and to amend the five-year schedule of Capital Improvements. 
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained this Amendment to the original Ordinance was necessary to add the School Facilities Element to the Comprehensive Plan.
At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Ordinance amending the text of Suwannee County’s Comprehensive Plan adding a Public School Facilities Element to the Comprehensive Plan amending the Intergovernmental Coordination Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add a policy concerning coordination with the School Board, and amending the Capital Improvement Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add Public School Facilities level of service standards and to amend the five-year schedule of Capital Improvements.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion was carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 2008-11)

Agenda Item No. 21 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Amended Interlocal Agreement with the Town of Branford, the City of Live Oak, and the Suwannee County School Board regarding the Public Schools Facilities Element.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated this is the Amended Interlocal Agreement that goes with Agenda Item No. 20 that reflects the changes in the original Agreement.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Amended Interlocal Agreement with the Town of Branford, the City of Live Oak, and the Suwannee County School Board regarding the Public Schools Facilities Element.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No 2008-Pending) 
Agenda Item No. 22 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of a Resolution approving Special Permit No. SP-08-07-02 by George Wedsted for Intensive Agriculture on property currently zoned Agriculture-1.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that Mr. Wedsted owns 120 acres in northwestern Suwannee County and currently raises calves for dairies and beef steers. Mr. Meeks advised Mr. Wedsted is asking for a Special Permit to add a milking barn to his property allowing him to milk cows.  He mentioned that Mr. Wedsted plans to have about 250 to 300 cows and will have 24 to 30 cows in the barn to be milked at one time.   He pointed out that a 200-foot setback is required for this number of animals and that Mr. Wedsted meets that land use setback requirement.
Mr. Tim Alcorn and Mr. George Wedsted were sworn in by County Attorney Hal Airth.
Mr. Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, advised the nearest neighbor is 1,100 feet away.  Mr. Alcorn stated that Mr. Wedsted has cattle on the property now which he raises and sells, and he conforms to the County Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Alcorn added the waste is contained within the property or spread on crops.

At 7:25 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments. 
Several adjoining property owners, who were sworn in by the County Attorney Airth, spoke in opposition of allowing the Special Permit and each had basically the same concerns, i.e. contamination of water, decrease in property values, odor, flies, drainage problems, waste spreading methods.
Mr. Wedsted stated he has approximately 710 cattle on the property now of which 300 are dairy beef steers that he will be selling and phasing out that part of his operation.  He added these dairy cattle will replace the ones he is selling resulting in the same number of animals that are on the land now.

Several citizens, who were all sworn in by the County Attorney, spoke in support of the Special Permit stating positive comments regarding Mr. Wedsted’s operation, and the fact that this is an agricultural community. 

Mr. Wedsted addressed the concerns of the neighbors and stated he was very conscientious with his operation and would continue to be that way.  

At 8:20 p.m. Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments and recessed the meeting for a break.

At 8:30 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 22 for comments from the Board.

Commissioner Fowler expressed his concerns regarding the possible water well contamination, especially in relation to the large subdivision of 600 lots in close proximity, the waste disposal situation, and the odor and fly problem.  He added that he had been in Suwannee County all of his life and believes in farming but every piece of land is not suitable for farming.
Commissioner Hatch pointed out that one can only farm where the land is zoned to farm.  He stated it is of great concern to him to see everyone that is trying to improve or diversify their operation is getting stomped on.  But he offered the following conditions that he would add to the permit:
1. Join the CARES Program.
2. Plant three rows of either cedar or sand pine trees as a buffer around the border of the property to maintain at least 80% opaqueness.
3. Lagoon to be lined and meet CARES Program requirements.

4. Irrigate with a drop pipe system as close to the ground as possible if fertilizing with waste.
5. Reduce the number of cows from existing operation by 300 head.

Commissioner Caruthers expressed concern about the large subdivision in the 

area containing many small lots all with wells and septic tanks.  He also mentioned concern about the odor, the porous soil and the close location of the river to this property.  He added he did not feel that the barn was in the best location on the property.


Commissioner Maxwell stated this is an agricultural community and we have to keep agriculture going to provide for our people.  He pointed out that we all have problems with different things in life that have to be dealt with.  


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution approving Special Permit No. SP-08-07-02 by George Wedsted for Intensive Agriculture on property currently zoned Agriculture-1 with the following conditions:

1. Applicant must join the CARES Program.

2. Lagoon must be lined and meet requirements of the CARES Program.

3. Effluent from lagoon if sprayed on crops, must be sprayed through a drop pipe system to limit how far the spray may carry to adjoining properties.
4. Reduce the number of cattle from the existing operation of approximately 710 cows by 300.
5. Plant three rows of trees, sand pine or cedar, around the border of the property.  They are to be planted and maintained at 80% or more opaque between two (2) and six (6) feet above average ground level.

Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Caruthers and Commissioner Fowler opposed. (See Resolution No. 2008-46)
Agenda Item No. 23 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of a Resolution approving Special Permit No. SP-08-07-01 by James Cornett for an airplane landing field on property currently zoned Agriculture-1.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported that access to the airstrip would be from 103rd Road.  Mr. Meeks stated that a portion of this land is in 100-year flood plane but the proposed airstrip is outside of this area.  He added the property is zoned Agriculture-1 which allows for a landing strip.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if the glide path meets FDOT regulations.  Mr. Wooley, County Coordinator, replied that FDOT no longer permits private airstrips; it is now up to the County.

At 9:08 p.m. Ross Bernaman, legal counsel for James Cornett, and James Cornett were sworn in by County Attorney Hal Airth.  

Mr. Bernaman stated this is a grass landing field and private airstrip for Mr. Cornett’s family and invited guests.  He presented maps of the area showing the sparsely settled rural community surrounding the property and submitted these exhibits and other documents for the record.  He advised that Mr. Cornett has previously spoken with the neighbors of the area to solicit their input and support for the landing field.
At 9:16 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.


Several neighbors, all sworn in by the County Attorney, spoke in support of the airstrip stating that they have no problem with it and that he has the right to use his property for this purpose. 


At 9:19 p.m. Diana Doom was sworn in.  Ms. Doom asked how many planes would be involved because this airstrip would be 75 feet from her property.  Mr. Bernaman replied only small light planes could land on a grass strip and would only be landing in the daytime.  Ms. Doom responded then she would have no problem with the airstrip.

At 9:28 p.m. Charles Cornett, James Cornett’s brother, was sworn in by the County Attorney.  Mr. Cornett stated they only have one plane now which is a small, two-seat, light aircraft and he will be the pilot.  He confirmed that the plane would be flying and landing in the daylight only as it is very dangerous to land at night on a grass airstrip with no lights.  He pointed out that if for some reason they could not land on the airstrip, the plane would land at the Suwannee County Airport where they already lease a hangar.


There being no further public comments, Chairman Udell closed the floor to public comments at 9:32 p.m.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution approving Special Permit No. 08-07-01 by James Cornett for an airplane landing field on property currently zoned Agriculture-1 subject to no night-time landing except for emergencies.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2008-47)
Agenda Item No. 31 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the County needs to reinstitute the policy to notify the adjoining property owners about land uses changes associated with zoning and special permits.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

WITNESSED BY:
                             

                                 ______________________________

                                                                                 DOUGLAS M. UDELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.                      SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
        OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________                                                              

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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