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  April 15, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. 

Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Captain Grant Meadows, Deputy Commander for Seniors, Suwannee Valley Composite Squadron-Civil Air Patrol, led the invocation, followed by the Posting of Colors by Suwannee Valley Civil Air Patrol Color Guard, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  04/15/08
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               550,909.04 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 34,722.66 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	
	 $                   6,874.21 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	   
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 10,859.17 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 44,901.33 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,080.38 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               174,706.00 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 77,659.94 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 24,872.49 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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	251
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	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
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	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
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	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,027,925.47 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to consider approval of the renewal contract with Johnson Controls (f/k/a York International), in the amount of $9,409.00, for service on the two (2) A/C Chillers located at the Suwannee County Jail.  (See Agreement No. 2008-43)

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 3 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, establishing an Aerospace Education Center at the Suwannee County Airport in conjunction with the Civil Air Patrol, the Board of County Commissioners, and the Suwannee County School District.  

Captain Grant Meadows gave a history of the Civil Air Patrol (CAP). Captain Meadows emphasized the Aerospace Education curriculum available through CAP which includes aerodynamics, weather and other aviation/aerospace related topics. He stated this program is the reason he would like to establish an Aerospace Education Center at the Suwannee County Airport.  He revealed that the Suwannee Valley Composite Squadron, consisting of 27 people (14 of them are cadets), has been meeting for about two years in the EAA hangar at the Suwannee County Airport.  However, he stated the group would prefer to have their own meeting place.  He suggested that maybe they could meet in Mr. Fessler’s hangar since he had moved out.
Chairman Udell asked if he had spoken with Donald Robinson, Airport Manager, about this matter.  Captain Meadows replied that he had not.  Chairman Udell advised that he explore the possibility with Mr. Robinson.

Commissioner Hatch expressed his appreciation to Captain Meadows for what he and this program mean to the children of our community.  Commissioner Hatch recommended that Captain Meadows contact Donald Robinson for information on our grant writer in Tallahassee to prepare a grant for assistance with this venture.
 Agenda Item No. 4 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon hereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution approving and submitting the SHIP Local Housing Assistance Plan.  

Matt Pearson, Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., mentioned there were three categories of assistance covered by the SHIP Program: purchasing new homes, purchasing existing homes, and for emergency repairs.  Mr. Pearson added there had been excellent participation in the Program, but with the real estate market down their budget was less than expected.

Mr. Pearson reported this Plan was for three years which would cover Fiscal Years 2008-2011.  He stated the Plan remained the same as there were no changes to the current Plan.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a Resolution approving and submitting the SHIP Local Housing Assistance Plan.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2008-28)
Agenda Item No. 5 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the Affordable Housing Advisory Committee.  

Matt Pearson, Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., stated that House Bill 1375 had been passed by the Florida Legislature requiring counties receiving SHIP funds to appoint an advisory committee replacing the present SHIP Task Force and adopt a Resolution appointing an advisory committee consisting of eleven (11) members representing the following categories: 

1) Residential home building industry

2) Banking or mortgage banking industry

3) Engaged in labor of home building – Affordable Housing

4) Advocate for low-income persons – Affordable Housing

5) For profit provider of affordable housing

6) Not for profit provider of affordable housing

7) Real estate professional in connection with affordable housing

8) Local planning agency member per FS163.3174

9) One citizen who resides within the jurisdiction

10) One citizen who represents employers

11) One citizen who represents essential services personnel, as defined in the local housing assistance plan.

Mr. Pearson stated we now have five (5) members on the Task Force and we will

 need six (6) more.  He pointed out that the new Advisory Committee does not include a County Commissioner member.  Mr. Pearson asked for direction from the Board in appointing the additional six (6) members.


Discussion ensued regarding how to choose needed members to complete the new Advisory Committee. It was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Pearson to contact Kasey Stewart, Administrative Assistant, with a list of the categories needed in order for the Commissioners to pick the proper persons to fill the other six (6) positions.
ouse Bill 1375
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding the bid for the renovation of the Live Oak Train Depot at the corner of Haines Street and North Ohio Avenue (US 129).  (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-03)  (Bids were opened during the April 1, 2008 Board Meeting.)  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, reported he had met with the low bidder, Ogles Construction & Roofing, to negotiate the original bid for the renovation of the Live Oak Train Depot which was over budget.  Mr. Robinson stated the bid had been reduced to be within budget at $140,300.00.  He also announced that the contract with Ogles Construction & Roofing was on the Emergency Agenda Items for this meeting.

Commissioner Hatch moved to award the bid for the renovation of the Live Oak Train Depot at the corner of Haines Street and North Ohio Avenue (US 129) (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-03) to Ogles Construction & Roofing for $140,300.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 4:30 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 4:30 p.m. to hold an Executive (attorney-client) Session to discuss pending litigation between McCarthy and Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners.  This session is confidential between the Board of County Commissioners, the County Attorney, the County Coordinator, appropriate County personnel, and the Court Reporter until the litigation is resolved and then the transcript becomes a part of the Board meeting minutes.
At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Udell adjourned the Executive Session and reconvened the regular Board meeting continuing with Agenda Item No. 7 which was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, paying Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) and/or Paramedic costs out of unanticipated Emergency Medical Services (EMS) revenues.  
Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, stressed the need for an employee base of full-time and part-time trained EMTs and fire fighters.  Mr. Racow stated there had been a great deal of interest in the programs and he felt by providing this training it would cut down on the overtime of the regular paid employees and relieve the issue of using fire MSBU funds for EMS training. 
Commissioner Caruthers asked if he was talking about paying for training the volunteers.  Mr. Racow replied yes because of the advantage it would provide to the County.   

Commissioner Hatch stated he was fully supportive of using the unallocated EMS funds for the training.  He added if the volunteers are willing to devote their time to get the training then we should be willing to pay for it because of the benefit the County would receive.

Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that the County needs a clear policy regarding what is expected on their part and on the County’s part.  He added maybe Mr. Racow and Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, could work on a policy.
Commissioner Hatch moved for Mr. Racow and Mrs. Harrison to prepare a policy to approve using unanticipated EMS funds for training to replace the MSBU money, and to have the persons sign an agreement to work for the County a minimum of two years after the training was completed.   Commissioner Caruthers seconded.

After more discussion, Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his second and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve to supplement fire MSBU funds with the unanticipated EMS revenues, and to generate a policy as to what is expected of the trainee and what is expected of the County to bring back to the Board for approval at the next regular Board meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the recommendation by the County Attorney in the distribution of the overbid monies collected at a Tax Deed Sale to the following:  (Tax Deed Application No. 1485/2005-418).  

a)  Darrell Hartman


50%


b)  Justin Hartman (a minor)

25%


c)  Tiffany R. (Hartman) Bell

25%

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised he had researched the Tax Deed information and recommended the proceeds from the Tax Deed Sale be distributed as listed above.  Mr. Airth pointed out that an agency by the name of REALiant, LLC, was representing the clients and the check should be made payable to them for disbursement.
Mr. Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, when questioned by Commissioner Caruthers as to the necessity for people to use an agent, advised that these companies are free lance agents who track down individuals who stand to gain a substantial amount of money from these sales and who did not get notice through the required mail or Sheriff’s service.   

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the recommendation of the County Attorney regarding the distribution of the overbid funds collected at the Tax Deed Sale on Tax Deed Application 1485/2005-418 as listed above and that the check be made payable to REALiant, LLC for the final distribution of the funds contingent upon providing IRS form W-9 with a valid tax payer ID or EIN number.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of an Interlocal Agreement with the City of Live Oak governing the Walker Avenue improvements/extension project.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Agreement spells out the split of the estimate on the project between the City of Live Oak at $581,900.00 and the County at $762,300.00.  Mr. Sikes stated the project would be approved in the County’s name with the County being responsible for signing the total contract.  He reported the City Administrator and the City Attorney have reviewed and approved the Agreement but it will have to be approved by the City Council.
Commissioner Fowler stated the sixty-day allowance on cutting the timber was up and the timber still remains on the right-of-way from the Carroll property.  Mr. Sikes replied if the pines are there when we are ready to start the project, we will remove them.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if the street could be named Walker Avenue for the entire length of the road.  Mr. Wooley replied he would contact James Robinson, 911 Addressing, to research the issue.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Live Oak governing the Walker Avenue improvements/extension project subject to City Council’s approval.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. Pending)
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to advertise for bids for the replacement of three (3) motor graders.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that a year ago seven machines were replaced and the rotation of the motor graders was restructured to alleviate the burdensome draw on his equipment budget.  Mr. Sikes stated now the other three machines in the purchase rotation need replacing.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve advertising for bids for the replacement  of  three  (3)  motor  graders.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider terminating the following contracts for the lease of hangars at the Suwannee County Airport:
a) Janet Fessler – Hangar C-8   (effective April 1, 2008)

b) Mark Fessler – Hangar C-9   (effective April 1, 2008)

c) Rick Paul – Hangar C-11
     (effective May 1, 2008)

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated Mr. 

Fessler was asking that his and his wife’s contracts be terminated due to his wife’s extended illness, and Mr. Paul wants to terminate his contract because he will be moving out of the County.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to terminate the contracts of Janet Fessler – Hangar C-8 and Mark Fessler – Hagar C-9 effective April 1, 2008, and Rick Paul – Hangar C-11 effective May 1, 2008.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the following contracts for the lease of hangars at the Suwannee County Airport:  

a) Charles Cornett – Hangar A-3

b) Reid Paget – Hangar A-4

c) Bas Mutnal – Hangar B-7

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated he was asking for approval of contracts of the aforementioned clients for leasing hangars at the Suwannee County Airport.  

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the following contracts for the lease of hangars at the Suwannee County Airport:  Charles Cornett – Hangar A-3, Reid Paget – Hangar A-4, and Bas Mutnal – Hangar B-7.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement Nos. 2008-39, 2008-40 & 2008-41)

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be

heard, to consider approval to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFPs) for debris removal and disposal in compliance with Federal Emergency Management standards.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the County had previously piggybacked another contract which can sometimes hold up payment.  Mr. Wooley advised he felt it would be better for the County to have its own contract and recommended advertising for RFPs.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve advertising for RFPs for debris removal and disposal in compliance with Federal Emergency Management standards.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the certified list supplied by the Tax Collector of tax certificates owned by Suwannee County that are more than two (2) years old, and the determination by the Board as to which certificates Tax Deed applications shall be submitted.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained the certified list of properties furnished by the Tax Collector according to Florida Statutes Chapter 197 shows County owned certificates that are over two years old and on which applications for Tax Deeds can be submitted.  Mr. Wooley stressed that none met the value threshold requiring the Board to make Tax Deed application and the cost of the applications would exceed the taxes owned.
After some discussion, Commissioner Hatch moved to take no action on the list of County owned properties eligible for Tax Deed applications.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 15 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Agreement, in the amount of $8,000.00, with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for Small County Technical Assistance services to the County for FY 2008.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that one planned program would be for digitizing Zoning and Land Use Maps to use in conjunction with permitting and flood plain management tools.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Agreement in the amount of $8,000.00 with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for Small County Technical Assistance services to the County for FY 2008.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-44)
At 5:45 p.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 21 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items).

There were three items to consider.

A) Approval of a Subordination Agreement for Steven and Misty Medlin, SHIP clients. (Hal A. Airth, County Attorney)

B) Consider approval of a contract with Ogles Construction & Roofing, Inc. for work on the Live Oak Train Depot, and approval for the Chairman to sign the Notice to Proceed upon recording the bond in Official Records.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager)

C) Authorization to notify taxing authorities to consider establishing a County-wide Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA).  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the aforementioned three items to the Agenda.  

Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 22 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on April 1, 2008.


There were no corrections or additions.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held of April 1, 2008 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 23 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

Mr. Paul Deas approached the podium and asked who was in charge of the Building Department.  Mr. Deas told of his harrowing experience in trying to obtain a building permit; about the run-around he had received and still did not have a permit.

The Chair advised Mr. Deas to coordinate his issue with Mr. Wooley, County Coordinator.

Agenda Item No. 24 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 25 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, was occupied with Mr. Deas and would 

report later.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
C)  Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported the Fire Governing Board has 

property that has been donated to them located in Luraville.  Mr. Racow advised they would like to build on it and needed input on financing and County participation.

Chairman Udell advised the property actually belonged to the County and asked Mr. Racow to ask them to submit some building plans or ideas to the Board for their review.


Mr. Racow announced he was tendering his resignation as Public Safety Director due to personal issues.  He stated he would like to be able to work with his replacement and would give a 60-day notice or more if needed.

Commissioner Caruthers stated he felt the next person hired should live in Suwannee County or be required to move into the County within a certain period of time.  He added he felt very strongly that a residency requirement policy was needed for Department Directors.

Discussion followed and it was the consensus of the Board that a residency requirement was needed. 

County Attorney Airth interjected that the issue should be discussed at subsequent meeting.  Commissioner Hatch replied that he would like for the matter to be placed on the Agenda for the next regular Board meeting.


The Commissioners thanked Mr. Racow for all of the accomplishments he had made during his tenure with the County.

D) J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had no report.
E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.
At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a dinner break.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and again addressed 
Agenda Item No. 23 which was for Public Concerns and Comments. No one spoke.  

Chairman Udell then returned to Agenda Item No. 17 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the final plat of Pennington Oaks Subdivision in District 4. 

 
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Subdivision consists of 24 lots totaling 151.38 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated the lots will access the newly paved roads in the Subdivision and all of the pertinent road notations have been made on the plat.  He stated the plat has been reviewed by Hal Airth, County Attorney, and Curtis Keen, County Engineer, and found to be in compliance.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the final plat of Pennington Oaks Subdivision in District 4.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of a Resolution approving the rezoning application by Jimmy Prevatt, authorized agent for DDJ Development & Dennis Music, to change the zoning classification from Industrial Light Warehousing (ILW) to Industrial (I).  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated the property contains two parcels totaling 9.99 acres and is located west of U.S. 129 North and I-10.  Mr. Meeks added the property borders I-10 and will access 68th Terrace (Badcock Road) from U.S. 129.   

At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Resolution approving the rezoning application by Jimmy Prevatt, authorized agent for DDJ Development & Dennis Music, to change the zoning classification from Industrial Light Warehouse (ILW) to Industrial (I).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-26)

Agenda Item No. 19 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Special Permit for land application of domestic waste by Diane and Raymond Howard.   (Public hearing held and closed at the March 18, 2008 Board meeting.)  (Tabled during the March 18, 2008 Board meeting.)  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this item had been tabled at a previous meeting for the Board to have an opportunity to make a site visit to Mr. Howard’s operation.  
Hal Airth, County Attorney, announced that the public hearing on this matter had already taken place at a previous meeting but the Board was free to ask any questions. 
Commissioner Hatch stated the Board had a great deal of information/evidence to read through that was distributed at the March 18, 2008 meeting and the decision was a tough one.  

Commissioner Fowler expressed his concern over the water wells that are in close proximity to the area.

Chairman Udell asked if there was any other method available for the sewage disposal.  Ms. Vause, representative for Mr. Howard, replied no and Mr. Howard’s operation is restricted to his private use. Ms. Vause added that tests are required by the Health Department and have to be done regularly, recorded and reported.
Commissioner Hatch gave an overview of the process seen during the field trip.  He stated the odor dissipated in three minutes.  He gave the following four conditions he would like stated in the permit:

1) 4 rows of cedar or sand pines planted around the property.
2) Permit to be temporary if a municipal facility is available that can handle this sewage.
3) Mr. Howard to enroll in the CARES Program for best management practices to be followed.

4) Department of Health reports on test wells to be sent simultaneously to the County Commission.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he had found some discrepancies in the permit 
process and had some reservations concerning the permitting and operation.


Commissioner Caruthers stated he has concerns and is a little uneasy about it but for now there is nothing else available and the sewage has to be disposed of in some way.

Chairman Udell and Commissioner Fowler reiterated Commissioner Caruthers’ concerns and deduction.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Special Permit for land application of 

domestic waste subject to the above four mentioned conditions.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.

Attorney Greg Thomas, attorney for an opposing property owner, proclaimed that he objected to Commissioner Hatch’s limiting an alternate facility to a municipality.  He stated he would like to see the motion expanded not to limit the facility to municipal.


Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his second and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Special Permit for land application of domestic waste subject to the four above conditions and expanding the second condition to include any private or public facility that is capable of properly handling this sewage.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Maxwell opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2008-27)

Agenda Item No. 20 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing, to consider the adoption of an Ordinance for Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPA) 07-1, amending the text of the Comprehensive Plan providing for a Floor Area Ratio for Commercial Highway Interchange and Industrial Land Use categories of .50 Floor Area Ratio.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated this was a housekeeping issue to correct and clear up the language in the Comprehensive Plan concerning the Floor Area Ratio.
At 7:51 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Ordinance for CPA 07-1 amending the text of the Comprehensive Plan providing for a Floor Area Ratio for Commercial Highway Interchange and Industrial Land Use categories of .50 Floor Area Ratio.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2008-09)
At 7:52 p.m. Chairman Udell continued with Agenda Item No. 26 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were three to consider.

A)  Approval of a Subordination Agreement for Steven and Misty Medlin, SHIP 

clients.


Hal Airth, County Attorney, reported that the loan had been refinanced at a lower percentage rate and lower monthly payment. Mr. Airth added the bank is asking the County to subordinate the SHIP lien to the new mortgage and the bank will not disburse any loan proceeds until the subordination is in place. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Subordination Agreement to First Federal Bank of Florida for Steven and Misty Medlin, SHIP clients.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-42)

B)  Consider approval of the contract with Ogles Construction & Roofing, Inc. for work on the Live Oak Train Depot, and approval for the Chairman to sign the Notice to Proceed upon recording the bond in Official Records.


Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Assistant Airport Manager, stated that Ogles had negotiated the price on the contract down to $140,300.00 which is within budget.  Mr. Robinson advised that County Attorney Airth had reviewed the contract and found it to be satisfactory.


Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the contract with Ogles Construction & Roofing, Inc. for work on the Live Oak Train Depot, and to approve for the Chairman to sign the Notice to Proceed.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-45)

C)  Authorization to notify taxing authorities to consider establishing a County-wide Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA).


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that Synergy Solutions had notified the County of the need to create a County-wide CRA in order to obtain enough points for the Sandy Point and Lake Louise grants.  Mr. Wooley added there must be a public notice sent to other taxing authorities at least 15 days before such a planning meeting is held and the deadline to mail the public notice is April 18, 2008.  
Commissioner Hatch moved to organize a Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) and to notify the other taxing authorities.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 8:00 p.m. Chairman Udell returned to Agenda Item No. 25 which was for Staff Reports for Mr. Wooley to give his report.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported he had met with the Building Official to make plans for addressing budget shortfalls for the Building Department.  Mr. Wooley pointed out that their budget is strictly funded through building permit fees.  He stressed that with real estate being down there is a fee shortage and the prior fund balance is not there to continue funding the department.
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Wooley meet with the Building Official and have Mr. Sura present the dilemma to the Board at the next regular Board meeting.
At 8:20 p.m. Chairman Udell continued with Agenda Item No. 27 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Caruthers repeated his desire to name the entire road Walker Avenue instead of part of it being numbered, if possible, after consulting with James Robinson, 911 Addressing Director.   
Commissioner Caruthers restated his request that Mrs. Harrison and Mr. Wooley 

work on a residency requirement policy for Senior Management Directors and bring it back to the Board as soon as possible.


Commissioner Caruthers stated he had talked with Bob Farley, City Administrator, concerning the city sewer construction planning which may, in the future, be able to accept septage removed from septic tanks.

Commissioner Caruthers advised that he continues to receive calls regarding the noise from the Spirit of the Suwannee beyond 1:30 a.m.  He asked Mr. Airth, County Attorney, to research adopting a noise abatement Ordinance.  

Commissioner Hatch mentioned that the construction lobbyists are trying to prohibit the ability for counties to build their own roads and the FAC is fighting this.  He stated the SCRAP and SCOP road money is still in the budget but will likely be suspended for a couple of years after current projects are completed.
Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, advised the Value Adjustment Board (VAB) changes through the proposed bills in the Legislature will be costly to the Board if they are approved.           
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

WITNESSED BY:
                             

                                 ______________________________

                                                                                 DOUGLAS M. UDELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.                      SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
        OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________                                                              

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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