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  April 1, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Jhony Cuenca, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
The Board expressed their condolences to Baldwin Family in the recent passing of Mr. Ken Baldwin, Ronnie Baldwin’s father.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  04/01/08
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               924,054.02 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 42,387.09 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	
	 $                   9,355.66 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,769.33 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 19,704.45 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 69,518.87 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 18,461.83 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 30,500.00 
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               297,797.52 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               167,297.12 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 51,573.36 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 87,455.56 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               129,412.63 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               182,448.29 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      900.00 
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 08-0399 -   08-0439
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,045,635.73 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


          Agenda Item No. 2 was to consider the reappointment of Jeremy Ulmer to serve another term as Building Contractor on the Suwannee County Construction Industry Licensing Board.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to consider the reappointment of Jessie Philpot to serve another term as Electrical Plumbing Contractor on the Suwannee County Construction Industry Licensing Board.

Agenda Item No. 4 was to consider the reappointment of James Head to serve another term as Electrical Contractor on the Suwannee County Construction Industry Licensing Board.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to consider the appointment of Shirley Clark to complete the term of James Hendon on the Suwannee County Historical Commission.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to consider the appointment of Janet Airth to serve on the Suwannee County Historical Commission.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 - 6.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

              Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, was to consider a request to hold the refund from the State, in the amount of $37,662.03, and $17,923.70 from 2006-2007 budget year in a separate interest bearing account for the sole purpose of aiding in the purchase of voting equipment that will meet the disability standards.  

             Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, informed the Board that she had received a check from the State in the amount of $37,662.03 which was a reimbursement for the two Special Elections called by the Governor in 2007 to elect a Senator for District Three.  Mrs. Williams stated that she also had a surplus of $17,923.70 from her 2006-07 budget.  She advised the disability voting equipment now used will no longer be certified by the State for use in 2012.  She stated she would like to place both of the checks into a separate interest bearing account for the purpose of purchasing new voting equipment in 2012 that will meet the disability standards. 
            Commissioner Fowler suggested asking Mrs. Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, about how to handle the matter.

            Mrs. Bronson replied it would be at the Board’s discretion.  She stated the Board could elect to either place the money in a separate account under the Board books or in a separate account under the Supervisor of Elections’ budget. 

           Chairman Udell stated he felt that The Clerk of the Circuit Court was the Chief Financial Officer and the money should be placed under the Board’s books.  
            After a brief discussion, Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the request to place the check from the State, in the amount of $37,662.03, and the excess Supervisor of Elections 2006-07 budget funds, in the amount of $17,923.70, in a separate interest bearing account under the Board’s books.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard,

to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding the bid for fencing at the Suwannee County Airport to Perimeter Fence Company, and approval of the Agreement, and the issuance of the Notice to Proceed.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-01)  (Bids were opened during the March 4, 2008 Board meeting.)  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, reported the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid for fencing at the Suwannee County Airport to Perimeter Fence Company for $15,929.00.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if there was enough FDOT funding to pay for this now.  Mr. Robinson replied yes there was enough money in the current budget to cover the fencing.  

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve awarding the bid for fencing at the Suwannee County Airport to Perimeter Fence Company in the amount of $15,929.00, to approve the Agreement, and to issue the Notice of Commencement.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-37)
Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in rejecting the bid for the Tenant for the New Large Hangar at Suwannee County Airport.  (Bids were opened during March 18, 2008 Board meeting.)  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, advised the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended rejecting the only bid received which was from Reid Paget for $425.00 per month. Mr. Robinson stated the bid was non-responsive because the advertisement had stated a minimum bid of $650.00 per month.  He added Mr. Roland Luster, FDOT, had suggested re-advertising and omitting the minimum bid but still wanted to get the best possible price.
Commissioner Hatch moved to reject the bid from Reid Paget for $425.00 per month for the tenant for the new Large Hangar at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval to re-advertise for bids for the Tenant for the New Large Hangar at the Suwannee County Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, advised they would re-advertise in more places and leave off the minimum bid.

Discussion followed concerning the importance of including in the re-advertisement wording associated with a minimum bid.  After the discussion and advice of County Attorney Airth, it was proposed to state a minimum bid and insure a wider circulation of the advertisement.
Mr. Robinson stated verbiage would be included in the advertisement regarding meeting the market price.  He added the re-advertisement would be approved by Mr. Roland Luster, FDOT.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve re-advertising for bids for the Tenant for

the New Large Hangar at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 11 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Supplemental Joint Participation Agreement No. 1 with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for an update of the Airport Layout Plan and Airport Security Plan, and the adoption of the enabling Resolution.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, explained the approximately $10,000.00 of funding from FDOT was in addition to the previously secured amount of $330,000.00 for the Airport project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how much additional money the County match would be.  Mr. Robinson replied a little over $1,100.00 which is already in the current budget.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Supplemental Joint Participation Agreement No. 1 with FDOT for an update of the Airport Layout Plan and Airport Security Plan, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2008-25 and Agreement No. 2008-38)
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for authorization to advertise for bids for Portland cement for the 224th Street road project.  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director) 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the 224th Street road project would be funded with 5th District gas tax funds.  Mr. Sikes stated this would be a pilot road project for using the experimental cement stabilization method of paving. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize advertising for bids for Portland cement for the 224th Street road project.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 9:20 a.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 15 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items). 


There were none to consider.

Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on March 18, 2008.

There were no corrections.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes from the regular Board meeting held on March 18, 2008 as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 17 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

There were no comments.
  Agenda Item No. 18 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

There were none.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for Staff Reports.

A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, was not present as he was attending a Hurricane Conference in Orlando.  

B)   T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report. 

C)  Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, was not present. Mr. Paul Haas was in attendance for Mr. Racow but had no report.

D)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported that the Senate had proposed a  cut of $1.5 million from Library State aid and there were no construction funds in the budget.  Mr. Hales also reported that the House had proposed a cut of $7 million with no construction funds either.  He implored the Board to contact the local Senator and Representative to support the Senate version.  He added if State Library funds were cut this severely the State would not qualify for Federal funds and could lose $30 million. 

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.

F) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, had no report.  

Agenda Item No. 20 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none to hear.

At 9:25 a.m. Chairman Udell returned to Agenda Item No. 17 which was for Public Concerns and Comments and recognized Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson.

Mr. Tyson asked if the work was completed on the repaving of Highway 129 pointing out the roughness of the intersections and the seemingly unfinished condition of the road in general.  Ms. Kasey Stewart, Administrative Assistant-Suwannee County, replied no, the road work was not finished.  Mr. Tyson responded he was glad to hear that because if the work was completed, the job was inferior.
At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Udell returned to Agenda Item No. 21 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch announced that he had attended the Suwannee Valley Youth Livestock Sale at the Fair on Saturday, March 29, 2008.  He advised that instead of buying one animal for the Board of County Commissioners he had added money on to each chapter hog which amounted to $150.00 from each Board member.  

Commissioner Caruthers expressed his displeasure stating the Board had decided to buy one animal between them but, even though this was not what the Board decided, he would certainly pay his share this time.
Commissioner Fowler expressed his appreciation for the beautiful flowers the Board sent to his family when his wife’s sister passed away recently. 

At 9:35 a.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting until the next TIME SPECIFIC ITEM scheduled on the Agenda at 10:00 a.m.
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 13 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the renovation of the Live Oak Train Depot at the corner of Haines Street and North Ohio Avenue (US 129).  (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-03)  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, announced there were four bids received on time and one was received late from Gamble Construction which was a “No Bid”.  Mr. Robinson proceeded to open the four bids and the results were as follows:

Ogles Construction Company



$161,300


Anthony Sullivan




$211,721


E & D Contracting Services (Savannah, GA)

$310,047


D & H Roofing (Gainesville, FL)


$216,797

Mr. Robinson advised the County Engineer, Curtis Keen, was present to meet with the Bid Review Committee and asked that they be allowed to meet at this time to recommend awarding the bid.

At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Udell recessed the Board meeting for the Bid Review Committee to meet.
At 10:20 a.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the Board meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in awarding the bid for the renovation of the Live Oak Train Depot at the corner of Haines Street and North Ohio Avenue (US 129).  (Bid Solicitation No. 2008-03)  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, announced the Bid Review Committee had met but all of the bids were over budget, even the lowest bid was $30,000.00 over budget.  Mr. Robinson asked for permission to negotiate the price with the lowest bidder, Ogles Construction.
Commissioner Fowler moved to allow negotiation of the bid with the lowest bidder, Ogles Construction Company.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








DOUGLAS M. UDELL, CHAIRMAN
________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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