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  February 5, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerk, Mike Tyson and Betty Carver, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  02/05/2008
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,397,488.42 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               756,018.22 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                 29,865.23 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,712.75 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 25,395.72 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 90,185.30 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 14,404.28 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                      150.00 
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               264,483.15 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               134,820.33 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 62,031.26 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   7,500.00 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               124,398.28 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 66,832.45 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   6,817.60 
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 08-0259 -   08-0297
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,995,102.99 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 12517, in the amount of $9,550.00, to MicroData GIS, Inc. for the annual maintenance of the GIS System from February 15, 2008 to February 14, 2009.  (Grant Funds)
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31924, in the amount of $5,510.80, to AK Associates for 911 Network Security.  (Grant Funds)
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31931, in the amount of $7,600.00, to AK Associates for Lightning Protection.  (Grant Funds)
Agenda Item No. 5 was for the reappointment of Ralph Bell to serve another term on the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, retroactive to June 22, 2007.

Agenda Item No. 6 was for the reappointment of Fletcher Mills to serve another term on the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, retroactive to June 22, 2007.

Agenda Item No. 7 was for the reappointment of Brent McCall to serve another term as alternate on the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, retroactive to September 20, 2007.

Agenda Item No. 8 was for the reappointment of Deloris Chotiner to the Suwannee County Historical Commissioner for a term beginning immediately through September 30, 2010.

Agenda Item No. 9 was for the reappointment of Richard Calvitt and Jessie Philpot to the Suwannee County SHIP Task Force Committee.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No.1 - 9.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to recognize James Robinson, Ronald Meeks, and Marci Roberts for completion of the Floodplain Management Certification.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained that these three County employees had finished the week long course and completed an extensive exam to earn this certification.  Mr. Wooley stated that James Robinson and Ronald Meeks were present for the recognition but that Marci Roberts was unable to attend the meeting today.

Chairman Udell expressed his appreciation to these employees for their willingness to attend this course to broaden their knowledge.   
Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of a waiver of fees for the use of the Coliseum for a fund raiser sponsored by Christ Central Ministries.  (Tabled during the January 15, 2008 Board Meeting) 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that Ms. DeMarco was not present but that he had met with her previously concerning the matter.  Mr. Wooley advised that since her endeavor was clearly for profit, he was recommending that the Board deny waiving the fees for the use of the Coliseum for the fund raiser and that Ms. DeMarco was aware of his recommendation.  

Commissioner Maxwell moved to deny waiving the fees for the use of the Coliseum for the fund raiser sponsored by Christ Central Ministries.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss with possible Board action, the Turkey Prairie Project. 

Dennis Cason, Chamber of Commerce, introduced John Keen, a partner of 10-75 Land Holdings, LLC owner of Turkey Prairie Project. 

John Keen stated the land had been purchased two years ago and was located in Columbia County but on the Suwannee County border.  Mr. Keen emphasized the important ramifications this project will have on Suwannee County.   He stressed the value of the vital location of the property by two interstates, I-10 and I-75.  He noted that with its close proximity to Jacksonville, with its rapidly expanding port, the land would be ideal for a commercial warehouse distribution center.  He pointed out this project would generate much needed jobs in the area and would produce an influx of new residents to the area resulting in increased revenue for the County.
Mr. Keen advised that access roads to the property from the interstate were needed. He added his company had concluded that the best route would be via Adams Road, Parsons Road and CR 137 which are all in Suwannee County.  He conveyed that his company had been working closely with DCA and it would be extremely helpful if the Board would be willing to pass a Resolution in support of the project in order to have something tangible to present to DCA.  He stressed there would be no commitment from the County but just to give support for the concept of the project.

Commissioner Maxwell expressed his excitement regarding the proposed project but expressed concern about the increased traffic on the County roadways involved in the proposed route.  He emphasized that 10-75 Land Holdings, LLC would have to take care of the Suwannee County roads impacted in their plan.  He again expressed his 100% support of the project.

Commissioner Hatch reiterated Commissioner Maxwell’s comments.  He added he felt this project would put our area on the map for more FDOT funding and possible additional State support and assistance.   
Commissioner Fowler expressed concern regarding the condition of the County roads involved in the proposed access route stating that they will need building up and widening to accommodate the truck traffic, and there will be an issue with obtaining enough right-of-way to improve these roads.
Chairman Udell announced that he wanted it on record that Suwannee County would have no obligation to the roads involved in the project, that the road work would be strictly up to the developer, and their work would be inspected by Suwannee County Public Works and FDOT.  

Commissioner Hatch suggested County Attorney Airth draft a Resolution in support of the project and present it to the Board at the next regular Board meeting for approval.
After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Airth draft a Resolution supporting the project to present to the Board at the next regular Board meeting.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to approve the Final Draft of the Management Plan for the Little River Springs State Park.  
Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, gave a brief overview of the Management Plan.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Final Draft of the Management Plan for the Little River Springs State Park.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch commended Mr. Scott on his efforts.

At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to purchase one (1) Gravely 260H XDZ mower on State Contract for Suwannee Parks and Recreation Department.  

Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, advised this mower would be purchased 

on State Contract at a cost of $7,499.25.  Mr. Scott reminded the Board that an additional $12,138.00 had been budgeted by the City of Live Oak in his current budget and would more than cover the cost of the mower.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if a mower would be surplused or would this new one be added to the fleet.  Mr. Scott replied that probably one would eventually be surplused but the old one may be used as a backup for now.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve purchasing one (1) Gravely 260H XDZ mower on State Contract for Suwannee Parks and Recreation Department in the amount of $7,499.25.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 15 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the code enforcement lien against Robert Erskine.

Commissioner Caruthers stated Commissioner Maxwell had visited and dealt with Mr. Erskine and he would turn the issue over to him to explain the outcome.

Commissioner Maxwell advised he had talked to Mr. Erskine twice and felt he had a very open relationship with him.  He reported that Mr. Erskine had done some mowing around his property.  He also reported that Mr. Erskine does have a bathroom in his motor home and Mr. Erskine says that he dumps his waste offsite at a dumping station.  Commissioner Maxwell stated he had not seen any indication of human waste being dumped on the property and there was no foul odor around the area.
Commissioner Maxwell stated he overheard Mr. Erskine talking to the Property Appraiser’s Office confirming Mr. Erskine’s homestead status which means the property could not be foreclosed on for code violations.  He added that he felt Mr. Erskine would never fully comply.  Mr. Erskine has an electric generator and had told him he would never have electric utilities because of the way Suwannee Valley Electric treated him when he first moved to the area.

Commissioner Maxwell stated he would not vote for releasing the lien at this point.  He stated he felt that the Code Enforcement Board had done their job and agreed that Mr. Erskine does need to clean up his property.
Commissioner Fowler reported that he had also visited Mr. Erskine and was not treated badly at his house.  He stated he did not detect any odor or see any evidence of human waste on the property.  He added the Health Department had visited the property and did not cite any deficiencies.  He showed aerials derived from the Internet of other similar properties.  

Commissioner Fowler stated he would not support releasing the lien and had told Mr. Erskine that during his visit.

Chairman Udell stated he was not in favor of releasing the lien and he does not go along with Mr. Erskine not following the law.

Commissioner Hatch stated that illegal is illegal and Mr. Erskine has to follow the laws like everyone else.  He added he supported the Code Enforcement Board’s action.

Commissioner Caruthers advised he felt that the $60,000.00-plus fine with daily increases was excessive and would like to reduce the fine and lien to $5,000.00 with no additional charges. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to reduce the lien on Mr. Erskine to $5,000.00 with no additional fines or charges being added.  The motion died for lack of a second.

County Attorney Airth stated since nothing had changed in regard to foreclosing on the code enforcement lien, no action was needed.

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in the awarding of Bid Solicitation No. 2007-37, for the resurfacing of Clayland Road (193rd Road) from SR 51 to CR 136.  (Bids were opened during the January 15, 2008 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid to Anderson Columbia, the low responsive bidder, in the amount of $1,597,886.12.
Commissioner Fowler requested the Board approve the use of his District paving funds to piggyback 137th Road and 140th Street as well as 168th Street onto the Clayland Road improvement bid.  The Board approved.

Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid for resurfacing Clayland Road (193rd Road) from SR 51 to CR 136, Bid Solicitation No. 2007-37, to Anderson Columbia in the amount of $1,597,886.12, and to approve the use of his District paving funds to piggyback 137th Road, 140th Street and 168th Street onto the Clayland Road improvement bid.   Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 17 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee in the awarding of Bid Solicitation No. 2007-38 for the resurfacing of 89th Road from CR 136 to CR 136-A.  (Bids were opened during January 15, 2008 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid to The Scruggs Company, the low responsive bidder, in the amount of $560,042.27.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve awarding the bid for resurfacing of 89th Road from CR 136 to CR 136-A, Bid Solicitation No. 2007-38, to The Scruggs Company in the amount of $560,042.27.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 18 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for the widening and resurfacing of CR 249 from CR 795 to the Hamilton County line, and the adoption of the enabling Resolution. 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated this project is a $14 million project with a 50/50 match.  However, Mr. Sikes stated we already have $7 million from the State available which should cover the County match requirement and should be enough to complete the project if bids are within budget. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the TRIP Agreement with FDOT for the widening and resurfacing of CR 249 from CR 795 to the Hamilton County line, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2008-14)  (See Agreement No. 2008-16)
Agenda Item No. 19 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for acceptance of the deed for 19.47 acres of property East of the Suwannee County Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, advised this property is located at the East end of Runway 2-5 and is being donated to the County from an adjoining property owner, TSS Development, LLC.  
Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the deed for 19.47 acres of property East of the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to advertise for bids for fencing the 19.47 acres of property East of the Suwannee County Airport. 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, reported that there are grant dollars left over to fund this fencing project.

 Commissioner Hatch moved to grant permission to advertise for bids for fencing 19.47 acres of property East of the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 10:45 a.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 22 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 27, Emergency Agenda Items). 

There were none to consider.

Agenda Item No. 23 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on January 15, 2008.

Commissioner Hatch sited a correction in the middle of Page 17 which states that Commissioner Hatch “has known him” and should have read that Commissioner Hatch “has heard of him”, omitting “for a long time”, and the following words were added to the sentence for clarification: “he understood that” Mr. Erskine has always been a defiant individual.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on January 15, 2008 as amended.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

The above mentioned correction was subsequently made by the Deputy Clerk.

            Agenda Item No. 24 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            Mr. Bobby Brickles approached the podium and stated he lived on CR 49.  Mr. Brickles expressed his concern over the big trucks that use CR 49 as a cut through and drive recklessly, running people off the road.  He further stated that most of these trucks were loaded with lime rock and were too heavy for the road.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that CR 49 was not built to handle large, heavy truck traffic.

Commissioner Maxwell agreed to call law enforcement entities and ask them to patrol CR 49 and try to alleviate the problem. 

            Agenda Item No. 25 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were none.

Agenda Item No. 26 was for Staff Reports.

A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, recognized James Robinson for his extensive pursuit of grants to pay for the updated 911 equipment.  

Mr. Wooley stated there are some surplus grant monies available now.

Mr. Wooley reported he had talked with David Steel, Suwannee River Water Management District, about conducting a workshop with the Board regarding the fill dirt/surface water management issue.  He stated Mr. Steel was very receptive to the idea and would get back with him to set up a time.

Mr. Wooley stated the voter referendum regarding the tax issue will impact the County.  He expressed concern that the statement “to not hold the rural counties harmless” was not in the Governor’s proposed budget package.

Mr. Wooley suggested that the Board hold a budget workshop before budget time to discuss some of the current issues that will impact the County budget.
Commissioner Caruthers requested to have line items in each Constitutional Officer’s budget detailing bonuses and any other type of employee pay adjustments.

Chairman Udell asked Mr. Wooley to explain Agenda Item No. 21 for the benefit of the public.

Mr. Wooley explained that Agenda Item No. 21 at 1:30 p.m. was to discuss the results of the prior mediation concerning the litigation between the Spirit of the Suwannee and the Board of County Commissioners for a decision to finalize the suit.  He stated the Executive Session involves only the Board of County Commissioners, the County Attorney, the Court Reporter, and the County Coordinator and is confidential at this point.  He added when the case is resolved, the Executive Session transcript becomes part of the Board meeting minutes.
B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report. 

C)  Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, stated they received the EMS grant for $10,000.00 with no match.
Mr. Racow reported they have been recapturing money for Medicaid/Medicare billing.  He stated they had just received a check last week for $119,000.00.

Commissioner Caruthers inquired about the status of the aging uncollectible debts.  Mr. Racow replied this will be addressed after the auditor finishes the audit.

Commissioner Fowler interjected that EMS had already collected a great deal of the money, over $300,000.00, and should be commended for their effort.

D)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported he was monitoring legislation in Tallahassee and was very disappointed in library funding.  Mr. Hales stated libraries have had the same level of funding for six years and were cut 15% more by the proposed State budget. He advised the Library Association is opposing the proposed cuts.
Mr. Hales stated there have been two library employees in Madison County to die and he has been working hard to get these positions filled.

Mr. Hales stated he has also been busy working with the construction of the library in Lee.

Mr. Hales reported he has been able to increase the number of laptops in the computer lab at the Suwannee County Library which is a great asset to the community.
E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.

F) Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director, had submitted a written report. 
Mr. Scott reported that the recognition ceremony for Mr. Earl Carter for his 30 years 

of service was a very nice event.

Mr. Scott mentioned that Chris Holley and Senator Dean had attended the Rotary 

meeting on Monday.  He stated that Senator Dean had indicated he was not supportive of parks and recreation facilities as they were unnecessary, stating as a child he played in open fields.  Mr. Scott stated he would pursue replying to Senator Dean’s position when he could determine the best method to do so. Commissioner Caruthers interjected that he attended the local soccer game last Friday night and every field was covered with people.  He added Senator Dean should visit our Sportsplex.  Mr. Scott pointed out that approximately 15,000 people go through the gates at the Sportsplex during the soccer season.
Agenda Item No. 27 was for Emergency Agenda Items.


There were none to hear.

Agenda Item No. 28 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch stated he had recently attended the Task Force regarding legislative issues with State and County entities.  
Commissioner Hatch mentioned he had been the subject of some cheap shots in the newspaper lately and welcomed those involved to talk to him directly.
Commissioner Maxwell stated he had received some complaints of alcohol being sold on Super Bowl Sunday night and asked Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, to research the Ordinance regarding restrictions on alcohol sold in establishments.
At 11:15 a.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for the luncheon provided by the Suwannee County Home and Community Educators at the Suwannee County Extension Office.
At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the regular Board meeting and recessed the meeting for Agenda Item No. 21 which was at 1:30 p.m. to hold an Executive (attorney-client) Session to discuss pending litigation between the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park and the Board of County Commissioners.  This session is confidential between the Board of County Commissioners, the County Attorney, the County Coordinator, and the Court Reporter until the litigation is resolved and then the transcript becomes a part of the Board meeting minutes.
{ SEE  FILE - 02-05-08- EXEC SESSION-TRANSCRIPT-WORD  Book 47 Pages  176 -214}

At 2:30 p.m. Chairman Udell adjourned the Executive Session and reconvened the regular Board meeting.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:31 p.m.
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