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  January 15, 2008

Regular Board Meeting

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Douglas Udell, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell;  and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present. Commissioner Randy Hatch was not present due to a conflict with a prior scheduled out-of-town meeting. 

Chairman Udell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve the payment of invoices. 
           [BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY
	
	
	
	

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	
	

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  01/15/2008
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	
	
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               756,078.28 
	
	
	
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 31,103.77 
	
	
	
	
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   6,597.94 
	
	
	
	
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       56.58 
	
	
	
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 11,075.53 
	
	
	
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 52,560.43 
	
	
	
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,241.82 
	
	
	
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	
	
	
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	   
	
	
	
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               136,050.33 
	
	
	
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 64,381.07 
	
	
	
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 41,195.31 
	
	
	
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 11,523.85 
	
	
	
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	
	
	
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 20,350.28 
	
	
	
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               104,700.42 
	
	
	
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	   
	
	
	
	

	 
	BATCHES: 08-0221 -   08-0254
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,241,915.61 
	
	
	
	
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 5 in the amount of $30,065.40 to Billco Construction, Inc., for construction of T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 3 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss recycling in Suwannee County, especially plastics. 

Mr. Art Williams and his two children approached the podium and expressed their desire to see plastics recycled again in Suwannee County.  Mr. Williams stated plastics recycling used to be done and he was not sure why it was stopped.  He added plastics were recycled in other areas and he would like to see it done again in Suwannee County.
Commissioner Fowler replied the reason recycling of plastics had been discontinued was because the price of plastics was not high enough to warrant hauling it to Jacksonville.  

Mr. Williams also expressed his concern about the poor condition of Clayland Road and the trash along the roadway.  Commissioner Fowler replied that the opening of bids for the resurfacing of Clayland Road was on the Agenda tonight and the project would be scheduled soon. 

Agenda Item No. 4 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve a lease with the Suwannee County Fair Association for the lease of the Coliseum Complex.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the ending date of the lease needed to be changed from April 18th to April 11th because of a prior scheduling commitment of the Coliseum Complex. 
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the lease with the Suwannee County Fair Association for the lease of the Coliseum Complex for the 2008 Suwannee County Fair subject to changing the ending date to April 11th.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2008-14)
At 4:14 p.m. Chairman Udell recognized Mr. Bruce Borders, who had called earlier stating he would like to speak at the meeting but asked to be allowed to be heard early because he would be unable to attend the meeting during the Public Comments time frame.
Mr. Borders addressed the Board and thanked them for their support of Veteran’s issues.

            Agenda Item No. 5 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, various appropriate parcels in the County for the Florida Communities Trust grant. 
Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, announced there were four general areas of property that had been identified as possibilities for the grant monies:  
1) Sandy Point

2) Dowling Park Boat Ramp
3) Lake Louise

4) An area in District 1 between the Boys Ranch and Nobles Ferry Road.
Mr. Scott stated he and Mr. Rubin, of Synergy Solutions, were working closely

with realtor, Ms. Anita Handy, in searching out locations.  

Mr. Richard Rubin, Synergy Solutions, stated there is $6.6 million per year of grant money available to our County.  Mr. Rubin emphasized this is a 100% grant with no County match.  He stated this is a multiple-year process.  He suggested identifying two of the best properties the first year and then there would be $6.6 million next year for others.
Commissioner Maxwell suggested Lake Louise as a first priority because of the time limiting conditions of the contract.  Chairman Udell concurred with Commissioner Maxwell especially considering the stipulations of the contract.
Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board that Lake Louise be considered the first priority property.  
            Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve an Agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management District for the Florida Yards & Neighborhood Grant.  

Katherine Allen, Extension Director, explained that this is a multi-year no match grant of $100,000.00 spread over a three-year period.  Ms. Allen stated this year the grant portion would be $35,000.00.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management District for the Florida Yards & Neighborhood Grant.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. Pending)
 Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon hereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, changing the 2008 Christmas Holidays for Board employees from Wednesday (Christmas Eve) and Thursday (Christmas Day) to Thursday, December 25, and Friday, December 26, to coincide with the Constitutional Officers’ Christmas Holidays.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated these holidays needed to be consistent between the Board employees and the Constitutional Officers for public convenience.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve changing the 2008 Christmas Holidays for Board employees from Wednesday (Christmas Eve) and Thursday (Christmas Day) to Thursday, December 25, and Friday, December 26, to coincide with the constitutional Officers’ Christmas Holidays.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 4:40 p.m. Chairman Udell skipped to Agenda Item No. 15 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items).

There were six items to consider.

A)  Approval of a waiver of fees for the use of the Coliseum for a fund raiser sponsored by Christ Central Ministries.  (Aleta DeMarco)

B)  Discuss, with possible Board action, closing the access of the County boat ramp into Peacock Lake until the water level comes back up.  (Commissioner Billy Maxwell) 

C)  Approval of the Agreement with Harvey Carroll, Jr., and authorization for the Chairman to sign.  (Hal A. Airth, County Attorney)

D)  Approve the reappointment of Tracy Dowdy as District 2 member to serve another term on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board, retroactive to October 1, 2007.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

E)  Approve the reappointments of Morris Driggers and Maurice Perkins to serve another term on the Code Enforcement Board, retroactive to January 1, 2008.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

F)  Approve the reappointments of Linda Young, as District 4 member, and A. W. Gaylard, as District 5 member, to serve another term on the Suwannee County Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning and Zoning Board, retroactive to September 3, 2007.  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)
Commissioner Maxwell moved to add the six Emergency items mentioned above to the Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

            Agenda Item No. 16 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on January 3, 2008.

             There were no corrections.

             Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on January 3, 2008 as written.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

      Agenda Item No. 17 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)


There were none.

Agenda Item No. 18 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.
Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was present but had no report.  He offered to entertain any questions if the Board had any.  They did not.
            Agenda Item No. 19 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report.

B)       T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report. 

C) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, was not present. 

D) J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that Michael Grogan, Attorney, is researching the County-wide voting issue.  Mr. Airth stated that Mr. Grogan is aware of the time frame and will pursue the quickest method to have an answer as soon as possible. 

Chairman Udell interjected that he felt the Final Judgment of twenty-two years 

ago should be upheld.  He wanted it to go on record that he did not vote for the action the Board previously took on the issue and felt the Board action was in violation of the 1985 Final Judgment. 

F) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, reported that construction of the improvements on the boat ramp at Lake Louise was about a year away.

Mr. Scott also reported there were some problems at the Suwannee Lake boat 

ramp with erosion and parking issues.  He stated the Game and Fish Commission owns the lake but the County might be able to obtain ownership and make improvements.  
Commissioner Caruthers asked why Game and Fish Commission were not maintaining the area.  Mr. Scott replied because of a lack of resources and manpower.

Commissioner Caruthers inquired about the Dees Howard boat ramp.  Mr. Scott replied that he had already applied for a grant to assist with improvements to the boat ramp.
At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a break.

At 5:15 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 20 which was for Emergency Agenda Items.

A)  Approval of a waiver of fees for the use of the Coliseum for a fund raiser sponsored by Christ Central Ministries.
Ms. Aleta DeMarco approached the podium and stated the use of the Coliseum would be for a 3-day horse show from October 31 through November 2, 2008 as a fund raiser to start a women’s transitional facility in Live Oak in conjunction with Christ Central Ministries.  

Pastor Wayne Godsmark, Christ Central Ministries, stated the center will target emergency housing for women and children.  Pastor Godsmark will supply personnel and seek church, private and grant funding for the center.
County Attorney Hal Airth stated this was a complex issue and suggested tabling the issue until the next meeting to give staff time to review the details of the request.

Chairman Udell asked Ms. DeMarco to meet with County Attorney Airth and County Coordinator Wooley to further discuss her request and make a recommendation to the Board at the next regular Board meeting.

B)  Discuss, with possible Board action, closing access of County boat ramp into

Peacock Lake until the water level comes back up.

Commissioner Maxwell advised Peacock Lake is bone dry in the back and so low 

in the front the boat ramp cannot be used.  He stated the lake bottom is being misused by partygoers and two sink holes have formed now that are potentially dangerous.  He advised that if the boat ramp is closed, it should be cabled or fenced off and a sign posted.

Commissioner Fowler moved to temporarily close and secure the County boat ramp at Peacock Lake until the water level returns to a safe height.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


C)  Approval of the Agreement with Harvey Carroll, Jr., and authorization for the Chairman to sign.


A brief discussion followed and it was the consensus of the Board that permission had already been given for the Chairman to sign the necessary papers associated with Agreement between the County and Mr. Carroll.   (See Agreement No. 2008-13)

D)  Approve the reappointment of Tracy Dowdy, as District 2 member, to serve another term on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board, retroactive to October 1, 2007.


Commissioner Fowler moved to reappoint Tracy Dowdy, as District 2 member, to serve another term on the Volunteer Fire Governing Board retroactive to October 1, 2007.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


E)  Approve the reappointments of Morris Driggers and Maurice Perkins to serve another term on the Code Enforcement Board, retroactive to January 1, 2008.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to reappoint Morris Driggers and Maurice Perkins to serve another term on the Code Enforcement Board retroactive to January 1, 2008.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


F)  Approve the reappointments of Linda Young, as District 4 member, and A. W. Gaylard, as District 5 member, to serve another term on the Suwannee County Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning and Zoning Board, retroactive to September 3, 2007.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to reappoint Linda Young, as District 4 member, and A. W. Gaylard, as District 5 member, to serve another term on the Suwannee County Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning and Zoning Board, retroactive to September 3, 2007.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 21 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

            Chairman Udell invited everyone to the celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday, January 21.  He stated the parade would begin at 9:00 a.m. at the African Baptist Church and there will be a free lunch at the Coliseum.


Commissioner Caruthers advised a young person was seen riding in a County vehicle on the way to school.  He asked Mr. Wooley, County Coordinator, to research the County vehicle policy and place the item on an upcoming Board meeting Agenda for discussion. 
Chairman Udell mentioned the problem with the “gypsy” car dealers that come 
into our area.  He stated the City of Live Oak has an Ordinance regulating this activity.

Mr. Wooley interjected the City of Live Oak changed their LDRs but did not adopt an Ordinance regarding this matter.
Commissioner Fowler stated that Commissioner Hatch was supposed to be working on this issue for the Board.
Discussion ensued regarding requiring an occupational license or charging a fee for a permit. 

At 5:50 p.m. Chairman Udell recessed the meeting for a supper break.

At 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Hatch joined the meeting and was present for the remainder of the meeting.

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Udell reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 8 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for resurfacing of Clayland Road (193rd) from SR 51 to CR 136.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-37)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, announced there were two bids received on this project.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:
1)  Anderson Columbia


$1,597,886.12

2)  John C. Hipp



$2,034,617.42

Mr. Sikes stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation to the Board.

Mr. Sikes advised a sealed bid had been received from APAC on both projects, Agenda Item No. 8 and Agenda Item No. 9, but was marked “No Bid” and would remain unopened.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for resurfacing of 89th Road from CR 136 to CR 136A.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-38)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, announced there were three bids on this project.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:
1)  The Scruggs Company


$560,042.27

2)  John C. Hipp



$752,250.63

3)  Anderson Columbia


$573,752.09

Mr. Sikes stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of the preliminary and final plat for the re-plat of Twin Timbers Subdivision in District 1.   

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, had prepared the re-plat containing the new right-of-way of 60 feet.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary and final plat for the re-plat of Twin Timbers Subdivision in District 1.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a Resolution closing, abandoning and disclaiming any right-of-way for the County and the public in and to a portion of 169th Drive.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained that the applicant, Mr. Carl Peavy, was asking that the cul-de-sac portion of the road be closed off allowing him to fence in the area to keep unwanted traffic off his land.  Mr. Meeks stated that Mr. Peavy had been maintaining this area of the road for years.
Commissioner Maxwell asked if a vehicle travels down this road, is there enough room to turn around.  Mr. Peavy replied yes there would be plenty of room for most any vehicle to turn around.

Chairman Udell asked if a cul-de-sac could be done away with and a County road closed in a platted subdivision.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, replied it would be treated like any other County road through abandoning.

Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, interjected that cul-de-sacs were required in all subdivisions for public usage.  He added if you approve the request, then additional right-of-way at the point of the road closing should be required for a cul-de-sac to be put there.
Mr. Peavy pleaded that numerous people dump trash and abuse his land in this area.  He added he just wanted to fence the area straight across cutting off the rounded part of the cul-de-sac which would be less expensive than fencing the circle.  

At 7:35 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Jim Ward approached the podium and stated it was his understanding that the County could not vacate any part of a subdivision road and this would be setting a negative precedent in the County.

There being no other comments, at 7:38 p.m. the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch expressed his concern for possible future land owners of this property and felt is was better for Mr. Peavy to fence around the circle of the cul-de-sac.

Commissioner Hatch moved to deny closing any right-of-way for the County and the public on 169th Drive.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Caruthers asked if Mr. Peavy had paid the $500.00 fee to close the portion of the road.  Mr. Meeks replied yes he had.

Discussion ensued regarding a fee being paid before knowing if there was a possibility to grant the request.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to refund the $500.00 fee to Mr. Peavy.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers asked what expenses the County incurred in advertising and such.  He stated he felt that those expenses should be deducted from the $500.00 fee.

Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director, interjected that he recommended citizens be allowed to inquire about the possibility of their request before they spend any money.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to rescind the previous motion to refund the $500.00 fee.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to deduct the County expenses from the $500.00 fee and refund the remainder to Mr. Peavy.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the first of two public hearings, to consider the adoption of an Ordinance to repeal Section 3 and Section 6 of Ordinance 2007-13, providing for amending the Future Land Use Plan of the Comprehensive Plan by expanding the Designated Urban Development Area for Live Oak, and providing for changing the Future Land Use Classification from Agriculture-1 to Residential-2.  (Reference CPA 05-2)  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained that the DCA had rejected the expanded urban development area in Live Oak because of the language concerning septic tanks.  Mr. Meeks pointed out that since this is the first of two hearings required, there would be no action needed tonight.
At 7:53 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold the first of two public hearings, to consider the adoption of an Ordinance repealing Ordinance 2007-16, amending the text of the Comprehensive Plan, by amending Policy I.1.6., Policy I.2.2. and Policy I.3.2. of the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan, changing the floor area ratio for all land use categories from an intensity of .25 floor area ratio to an intensity of .50 floor area ratio.   (Reference CPA 07-1)  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained that DCA had rejected the portion of the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan regarding changing the floor ratio on commercial and industrial from an intensity of .25 to an intensity of .50 floor area ratio.  Mr. Meeks advised that since two public hearings are required, no action would be necessary tonight.
At 7:56 p.m. Chairman Udell opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the code enforcement lien against Robert Erskine.  

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers stated he would like to discuss Mr. Erskine’s code enforcement lien which is now in excess of $63,000.00.
Chairman Udell stated that according to the information received Mr. Erskine had not tried to correct his situation in any way.   He added the Board must uphold County regulations and Mr. Erskine continues to be belligerent and defiant to the County and law enforcement. He pointed out that if Mr. Erskine comes into compliance then the lien could possibly be forgiven.
Commissioner Hatch stated Mr. Erskine lives in his District.   He added he has heard of him and he understood that Mr. Erskine has always been a defiant individual.

County Coordinator Wooley mentioned that the County had received several complaints from his neighbors regarding the deplorable condition of his property.  He added Mr. Erskine has refused any help offered and has made no effort to help himself.
Commissioner Maxwell reported that he had visited Mr. Erskine’s property today but was unable to talk to him.  He stated he felt that $250.00 a day was a steep fine but agreed something had to be done.  He offered to go back to Mr. Erskine’s property and try to talk to him.

Discussion ensued concerning how to enforce the rules and regulations of the Code Enforcement Board or to do away with it.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to table the issue until the next Board meeting to allow time for him and others to visit and try to talk with Mr. Erskine about the situation.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

WITNESSED BY:
                             

                                 ______________________________

                                                                                 DOUGLAS M. UDELL, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.                      SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
        OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________                                                              

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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