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December 19, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Billy Maxwell Commissioner Douglas Udell: and Mike Tyson and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks. 
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.

[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  12/19/06
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               633,976.48 

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 28,126.68 

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   6,813.05 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       53.15 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 22,094.19 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 25,900.95 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                      550.00 

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 11,026.87 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               137,116.80 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 61,069.09 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 15,357.20 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 32,324.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                 56,785.00 

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               133,298.50 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 79,331.60 

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0147-0176

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,243,823.56 


Agenda Item No. 2 was adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of January 21-27, 2007 as Hazardous Materials Awareness Week. (See Resolution No. 2007-11)
Agenda Item No. 3 was approval of adoption of 208th Street (Brannen Road) in O’Brien by Bob and Kathy Stahl in the name of Circle S Construction, Inc. for the purpose of cleaning up litter.

Agenda Item No. 4 was approval of Release of Lien for John W. and Heather M. Raulerson, S.H.I.P. Clients. (See Agreement No. 2007-16)

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the consent agenda.


Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:



Agenda Item No. 5 was at 4:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of Adopt-A-Ramp Program.

Mary Tanca, Rural Ramp Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living of North Central Florida explained the program. She provided brochures. The program is funded by a grant from Volunteers in Service to America, (VISTA). They serve Columbia, Suwannee, Levy and Putnam Counties. Their purpose is to build wheelchair ramps for people who need them. She is seeking volunteers to build ramps on Saturdays. She wants eight to ten (8-10) volunteers for each ramp. She is also seeking contractors to volunteer to oversee the construction of the ramps. She wants each contractor to oversee the construction of one ramp. She has sought assistance from Lowes and Howland’s Building Supply in an attempt to negotiate favorable prices for materials. Local organizations will provide lunches for the volunteer builders. The Center for Independent Living will accept applications for new and replacement ramps. Beginning in January the organization will attempt to build six ramps in six days around the state. Each of the counties of the four county area will receive a ramp. January 20, 2007 is the day scheduled to build a ramp in Suwannee County as a part of that effort. 
Ms. Tanca’s salary is funded by the grant but private donations will be required to buy materials. Donations of supplies are also needed. Each ramp costs between $200.00 and $1,000.00 depending on length and height. 


Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider request for extension of preliminary plat approval for Hidden Hammocks Subdivision.


Tim Alcorn explained that the property is at the intersection of County Road 252 and  County Road 49. Construction is continuing and the gated entrance is complete. The extension is needed to complete roads. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the extension.


Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider approval for extension of preliminary plat approval for Timber Woods Subdivision.


Tim Alcorn explained that the property was off Hughes Road about one quarter mile south on 144th Street. This is the first request for an extension needed to complete roads. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the extension.


Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, to present report.


Mr. Willis had no report.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, authorization for the Finance Department to administer payment for invoices for five (5) fire brush trucks and two (2) tanker trucks in accordance of pre-approved loan agreement for Fire/Rescue Department. 


Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director requested a modification of the agenda item. He explained that the brush trucks were received in unsatisfactory condition. There were no extra baskets as specified, paint came off the wheels during washing and one water pump radiator was leaking. He requested that no payment be made until the specifications were met. He reported that the two tank trucks were acceptable and therefore requested payment. He advised that one of the brush trucks was in the City Hall parking lot for observation by those interested. 

Commissioner Udell inquired if it might be possible to approve the payment on condition that the necessary corrections be made to the trucks and the invoice payment request be approved by Mr. Willis and Chairman Hatch before the check is written.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised that making the approval contingent upon corrections to the equipment by the vendor is acceptable and the repairs and/or corrections should be completed by the next Board meeting.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve payment contingent upon satisfactory repairs and modifications being accepted by Mr. Willis and Chairman Hatch who will then submit the invoices for payment.

Commissioner Fowler seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 10 was at 4:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, presentation of top eight (8) ranked applicants for the Public Safety Director position, AND discuss , with possible Board action, the interview process.

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported that all the ranking forms had been received and were in a sealed envelope. She suggested the opening of the envelope and the tabulation of the forms in a separate room.


Chairman Hatch advised that that was acceptable and asked Ms. Sue Lamb to accompany Ms. Harrison and Elaine Robinson in the task. Ms. Lamb agreed.


Ms. Harrison also provided a notebook containing the Suwannee County Rules and Regulations related to hiring including salary schedule and attorney comments from labor attorney Rob Larkin. 


Commissioner Caruthers expressed concern about Mr. Larkin’s advice to avoid asking certain interview questions, especially question # 6 on Mr. Larkin’s list, which was “Questions regarding distance the applicant might have to travel to get to work.” Commissioner Caruthers asked Ms. Harrison to seek a clarification from Mr. Larkin because of the necessity of the Public Safety Director to respond in a timely manner to events in Suwannee County. 

Commissioner Maxwell expressed concern about not being able to ask about medical issues since the position may require some physical abilities.


Chairman Hatch inquired about the appropriateness of a physical examination.


Ms. Harrison stated that the county is allowed to require a physical examination.


Commissioner Caruthers inquired if the Public Safety Department had distributed the employee commitment forms for cross training so that firefighters and Emergency Medical Technicians would commit to cross training as a condition of employment.
Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director stated that the commitment forms have not yet been distributed as he was not sure of his authority as an Interim to do it. 


There was a discussion about benefits of dual training and having firefighters capable of performing EMT or paramedic duties and vice versa. The consensus of the Board and Mr. Willis was that the ideal was to have all firefighters and EMT’s trained as paramedic/firefighters. The minimum requirement for all will be Fire/EMT certification. 


Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the commitment forms required declaring understanding and intent to obtain dual training be given out on January 2, 2007.


Chairman Hatch advised Mr. Willis to begin giving out the commitment forms as of January 1, 2007 if there were no objections from Board members. There were no objections. 


Ms. Harrison, Ms. Robinson and Ms. Lamb retired to the conference room to open the sealed envelope containing the applicant rankings. Chairman Hatch asked Ms. Stacy Worth if she would join them in the opening of the envelope. Ms. Worth agreed.


Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, consider acceptance of approximately thirty (30) acres located on 72nd Trace, to be donated to the County from D.D.J. Development, Inc., to be used for a park facility.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director and Jimmy Prevatt, of D.D.J. explained the plan and answered questions from Board members. Mr. Scott provided documents including an appraisal and a survey. He explained that he was interested in acquiring the property for use as a soccer field. The soccer program now has nearly four hundred (400) participants and that number is expected to grow. 


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney stated that he had researched the title and it seemed clear if First Federal Savings of Florida is willing to release the mortgage on the property in question, which they likely would. 


Mr. Scott stated that he had the environmental survey done on an area much greater than just the land considered for donation. There is a diesel spill but it is a considerable distance from the land to be donated. All liabilities are manageable.

The survey shows that the parcel being donated is actually twenty-three (23) acres. It is appraised at Forty to Sixty-five thousand dollars ($40,000.00 to $65,000.00) per acre for a total value of nine hundred twenty-three thousand to one million, four hundred ninety-five thousand dollars ($923,000.00 to $1,495,000.00). Water quality was investigated by the state and no problems were found. Water is available either through wells which would require meeting a Public Supply Standard with chlorination or by tapping into an existing city water/sewer source that already extends to 72nd Trace and US 129. The price of tapping into that line has not been determined.


Mr. Scott advised the donor wishes to reserve the right to name the facility and to retake the property if no improvements are made after three (3) years, with a provision for time extensions for good faith efforts on the part of the County. Mr. Scott advised the Recreation Department will apply for a grant to improve the property in the amount of about one-half million dollars, ($500,000.00).


Commissioner Caruthers observed that recent history of the Board concerning donated property is to require a reverter clause to include a stipulation that once the County made improvements the property would be offered to the donor on a right of first refusal basis should the county surplus the property. He stated such a clause needs to be stipulated in the deed.  He also expressed concern about the donor reserving the right to name the property which could lead to embarrassment for the Board.


Mr. Jimmy Prevatt, of D.D.J. Development stated that the plan was to include the word “Overlook” in the name. 


County Attorney Hal A. Airth, advised that the Board could stipulate that the donor reserved the right to name the property with the Board having the right to approve the name. 


Mr. Scott suggested that he have the donor provide the suggested name in advance for Board approval.


Commissioner Caruthers stated he wanted some time to look at the contamination assessment because the document was lengthy and he has not had time to go over it well.


Commissioner Udell inquired if the cost of making water available would be covered by the proposed grant.


Mr. Scott advised that part of the cost could be covered that way. He suggested that the County approach the City and ask to have hook-up fees waived because the County will be paying for water used on a permanent basis. 


Commissioner Udell inquired if property owners between US 129 and the proposed County park would be helping pay for the necessary lines. 


Mr. Prevatt stated that the D.D.J. is willing to pay a portion of the costs for extra capacity. The question may be moot because the City is planning to supply water along that route to the new prison facility and the extra capacity for the park and other development may be taken care of in the process.


Commissioner Fowler inquired if D.D.J. anticipated the city incorporating the land around the donated property. 


Mr. Prevatt advised that he expected the entire area west of US129 to Boys Ranch Road and north to I-10, to be incorporated into the City of Live Oak.


Commissioner Udell pointed out that it is the custom of the Board to have a reverter clause in case environmental contamination is found.


Commissioner Udell moved to accept the donation with the addition of the stipulation that once improvements are made by the County on the property, the property will be offered the donor on a first right of refusal basis in case of the property being surplused or reverting to the owner after three (3) years, that the Board reserve the right to approve the name of the property to be chosen by D.D.J. Development, Inc., and that approval be on condition that if contamination is found, the property and liability will revert to D.D.J. Development, Inc. 


Commissioner Caruthers seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break at 5:00 p.m.


Chairman Hatch reconvened at 5:15 p.m.

Agenda Item No. 13 was for Emergency Agenda Items.


Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, requested that the Board  consider possible action on a Supplemental Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation concerning additional funding for the Mattress Factory Road Project.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the item under Agenda Item No. 22.


Commissioner Fowler seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 14 was approval of the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 21, 2006, AND of regular meeting held on December 5, 2006. 


Commissioner Fowler pointed out that on page 3 of the November 21, 2006 minutes, Mr. Udell is recorded as having made a motion but there is no mention of a second to that motion or vote. Commissioner Fowler asked Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson to research that issue. (Subsequently, Mr. Tyson determined that the motion had been seconded by Commissioner Caruthers and had carried unanimously. The correction was made to the Minutes.)

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the November 21, 2006 minutes as corrected and the December 5, 2006 minutes as submitted.


Commissioner Caruthers seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 15 was public concerns and comments. There were none.


Agenda Item No. 16 was Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court to present report.

There was no report.


Agenda Item No. 17 was Constitutional Officers’ Reports. There were no reports.


Agenda Item No. 18 was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator reported that he had been to the Legislative Delegation meeting earlier in the day. The deadline for getting Community Budget Issue Requests (CBIR) to the legislature is January 12, 2007. There are several projects that could benefit from a request such as the courthouse expansion, coliseum improvement and possible acceptance and improvement of the Branford Rodeo Arena. The Rodeo Arena could be deeded to the County if assistance to keep it going could be found. It could be part of the proposed adjacent State Park system project. The rodeo arena may be better funded through the Florida Department of Agriculture budget than through CBIR. The courthouse project stands a better chance of receiving some funding through the CBIR process. 

Chairman Hatch pointed out that the old Health Department building in Branford needs to be torn down and a new one built behind where the old one is now. Some funding should be sought for that.


Commissioner Caruthers reported that he had been at the Legislative Delegation meeting and the deadline for getting requests to the delegation is January 9, 2007 and their deadline for getting the requests to the legislature is January 12, 2007. He was concerned that he had heard the date of January 5, 2007 and if that were true our time line is very restricted. 


Mr. Wooley remembered the January 9 and January 12, 2007 dates.


Chairman Hatch advised Mr. Wooley to add the projects discussed to his list of requests for CBIRS funding.


Mr. Wooley reminded the Board that there is a workshop to discuss animal control on January 9, 2007 at City Hall at 10:00 a.m. There is also a joint workshop with the School Board at the School Board conference room at 4:00 p.m. on January 23, 2007.


Chairman Hatch reported that the next Agenda Review meeting will be held at 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 27, 2006. Subsequent Agenda Review meetings will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m., one week prior to Board meetings. 

Agenda Item No. 10 was resumed at 5:30 p.m.


Kristie Harrison reported that the top eight (8) candidates in order of highest total points to lowest were:

Name


Points

1. Michael Weldman
131 

2. Phillip Oxendine
129 

3. Richard Wiederhold
124 

4. Kenneth Willis
116

5. Charles Tannachion
115 ½

6. William Trender
104
7. Paul Haas

  98
8. Scott Racow

  97
Commissioner Hatch advised Ms. Harrison to contact the candidates and set a date for interviews, allowing forty-five (45) minutes for each interview. There was a discussion about what the best day would be to hold the interviews. The Board agreed to hold the interviews on Thursday, January 25, 2007 beginning at 9:00 a.m. The interview site is to be determined. Ms. Harrison is to send letters to the candidates asking for confirmation of plans to attend the interviews. 


Ms. Harrison reported that one of the Commissioners’ ranking forms had been signed on the second page but no number ranking had been entered for candidates on that page. She had consulted with County Attorney Hal A. Airth and upon his advice counted the absence of scores on that page as zeroes. 


Commissioner Caruthers inquired about how background and reference checks were going to be made. He suggested that checks be made on experience and employment history because mistakes get made in applications and resumes. There was a discussion about false and mistaken information often found in resumes.


Commissioner Caruthers and Commissioner Udell both suggested that if false or inaccurate information of a significant nature is discovered, the candidate should be removed from consideration and there should be no interview with that candidate. 


Chairman Hatch advised that if such information is found, Ms. Harrison should bring it to the Board for review.

Agenda Item No. 18, Staff Reports, was resumed at 5:45 p.m.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

John. D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had no report.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that he has received notice of a wrongful death lawsuit in the death of Naomi Beasley Davis at the Eastside Cemetery. He also reported that when he researched the title to property belonging to Mamie Washington which is need for a road right-of-way, he discovered that she is deceased and has several heirs. Transferring the property to the County under these circumstances will be difficult. The land is approximately forty-five feet by fifteen feet (45’x15’) which limits its usefulness. Because there are so many heirs, agreement must be reached with all of them which will take some time.


Agenda Item No.19, was the approval to set date, time and location of a workshop to discuss alternative road improvements method.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that the second week in January should not be considered. The third and fourth weeks are possible. He suggested setting a date and an alternate date.


Chairman Hatch advised that the workshop could be held on January 23, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. and the alternate date would be February 8, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.


Mr. Sikes stated he intended to invite a representative from Florida Highway Products, a representative from a traditional “hot-mix” company and an engineer. They will be able to make some ball-park estimates about cost of their respective proposals. He expects to hear figures that provide a percentage of reduction from traditional paving methods. He suggested the Suwannee River Regional Library in Live Oak as the best site for the workshop if it is available.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to set January 23, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. for the workshop with the site to be determined. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Maxwell. It carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 20, was authorization to piggyback on the City of Tampa contract to purchase a garbage truck for the Public Works Department.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director reported and provided a bid document to the Board. Money has already been set aside for the purchase. The County was able to get a reduced price of $159,275.00 by piggybacking the Tampa bid.

Commissioner Fowler pointed out that the purchase price is lower than the bid.


Mr. Sikes explained that some of the specifications were changed by deleting options which resulted in the lower price.


Commissioner Udell inquired about the brand name of the truck which is Autocar.


Mr. Sikes explained that Autocar had purchased the Volvo Truck company and that there were two dealers in Lake City that could provide service and repair for the truck. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the purchase as requested.


Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 21 was to approve to advertise to hold a joint workshop with the School Board, Live Oak City Council, and Branford Town Council on Tuesday, January 23, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. at the School Board conference room to discuss the Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan and the Nettie Baisden property.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve as stated.


Commissioner Fowler seconded. The motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 22 was for Emergency Agenda Items. The emergency agenda item added was to discuss with possible Board action the Supplemental Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for additional funding of the Mattress Factory Road Project, and the Agreement’s enabling Resolution.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director explained that the bids for the project had come in higher than the Department of Transportation (DOT) had allowed for.

The Supplemental Agreement is necessary to reflect that change and allow the increased funding. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve to adopt a resolution authorizing the supplemental agreement and to approve the supplement agreement in the amount of $557,736.00. (See Resolution No. 2007-10, Agreement No. 2006-59).

Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for dinner break at 6:08 p.m.


Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda Item No. 12 was: at 700 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing, to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to sexual predator/offenders.

Suwannee County Sheriff, Tony Cameron, explained that the new ordinance would be stronger than the state law by increasing the distance a predator could reside from a school, bus stop, or park. 


Commissioner Maxwell stated he was proud that Sheriff Cameron had brought this to the Board.


Commissioner Udell inquired if a person who is listed as an offender but who has inherited a home that is within the limit, would be prohibited from living in the home.


Sheriff Cameron explained that such a person could live in the home because in that kind of case he would be “grandfathered” in.


Commissioner Udell inquired if landlords who rent to offenders within the specified distance from schools and parks, would be liable.


Sheriff Cameron explained that they could be liable only if they knowingly rented to an offender. Knowingly renting to an offender is a civil offense.


Commissioner Udell inquired if offenders could use the library.


Sheriff Cameron explained that they could.


Commissioner Udell inquired if an offender could attend local school football games or other sports. 


Sheriff Cameron explained that offenders could not unless they had justifiable business at the game. They could not attend as mere fans or spectators. 


Chairman Hatch observed that the proposed ordinance looks a lot like those enacted in some surrounding counties.


Sheriff Cameron explained that Columbia County had enacted such an ordinance but had done it without sufficient study and had to make some corrections in it.
He had learned from that experience and expected no problems with this ordinance.


Chairman Hatch opened the floor for Public Comments and Concerns.

There were none.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the ordinance.


Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 2007-14)

Commissioner Fowler inquired if there was a way to warn a landlord who may be about to rent to an offender.


Sheriff Cameron stated that such reports could be made to the Sheriff’s office and preventive action would be taken.

Agenda Item No. 23 was Board Members’ inquiries, requests and comments.

There were none.


Commissioner Maxwell moved to adjourn the meeting.


Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.







________________________________






RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
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ATTEST:

_______________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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