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  November 21, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
At 4:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting for the Board to attend the Swearing-In Ceremony of the newly elected County Officials.

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting. 

Agenda Item No. 1 was at 5:00 p.m. to hold the election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2007. 

Chairman Fowler expressed his thanks to the staff and various County employees who had helped him during his tenure as Chairman.
Chairman Fowler called for nominations for Chairman of the Board for the 2007 fiscal year.

Commissioner Udell moved to nominate Commissioner Hatch as Chairman.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  There being no other nominations, Commissioner Hatch was elected FY 2007 Chairman by unanimous vote.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to nominate Commissioner Udell as Vice Chairman and Commissioner Maxwell seconded the motion.  Commissioner Udell asked County Attorney Airth about declining the nomination for Vice Chairman according to Robert’s Rules of Order.  Mr. Airth replied that according to Robert’s Rules of Order it was his prerogative to do so.  Commissioner Udell declined the nomination.  However, there being no further nominations, Chairman Fowler called for a vote on the motion that was on the floor to nominate Commissioner Udell as Vice Chairman and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Udell opposed.

Commissioner Udell declined the position of Vice Chairman.
Chairman Fowler passed the gavel to Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Hatch assumed the duties of Chairman of the Board for FY 2007.  Chairman Hatch opened the floor again to entertain nominations for Vice Chairman.  There were none and the floor was closed for nominations. 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  11/21/06
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               573,454.06 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               543,744.41 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   5,113.78 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                       53.15 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 14,793.04 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 23,802.77 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                 10,545.69 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               159,180.68 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 93,499.72 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 24,514.65 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                   5,000.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 16,842.46 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               100,390.05 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      256.50 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0093-0125
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,571,190.96 
	


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 2. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 3 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the use of County owned boat ramps for deadhead logging.  (Joe McClung)

Mr. Joe McClung was not present.

            At 5:09 p.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 14 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 21, Emergency Agenda Items.)

            There was one item to add.

             A)  To authorize Leave Without Pay for Holly Turner, an employee of John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries.

              Commissioner Fowler moved to approve adding the aforementioned item to the Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


At 5:12 p.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 4 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to request waiving the permit fee for a new building to be built for educational purposes on school property.  


Bob Makela, Building Instructor, Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center, announced that the Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center is planning to construct an Educational House for teaching purposes.  Mr. Makela explained that the request was to waive and defer the permit fees but to allow the Building Department to issue a building permit and provide inspections during the construction of the House Project while on school property.  He added the completed House will be auctioned to be public and the purchaser will then be responsible for paying the appropriate permits and fees. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to waive and defer the cost of the building permit but allow the Building Department to issue a building permit and provide inspections during the construction of the House Project while on school property.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 5 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Annual Plan of Operation for FY 2007 for the Library.  


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, gave an overview of the Annual Plan of Operation and highlighted the especially important points of the Plan.  

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Annual Plan of Operation for FY 2007 for the Library.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Since the Emergency Agenda Item previously added was regarding Mr. Hales’ department, Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 21 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Emergency Agenda Items.  There was one item to hear.

            Mr. Hales stated one of his employees, Holly Turner, had requested leave without pay to care for her mother who is terminally ill.  He pointed out that she does not have sufficient leave time accumulated to cover the absence, consequently he is requesting, on her behalf, up to thirty (30) calendar days leave without pay.
           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve up to thirty (30) calendar days leave without pay for Holly Turner.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 6 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Indigent Disposal by Cremation Policy.  

            Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, presented the amendment to the current Indigent Disposal policy entitled “Indigent Disposal by Cremation Only” Policy.  Mrs. Harrison explained that this new policy would take the place of the current policy.  She stated the proposed effective date is October 3, 2006.

            Commissioner Fowler stated he would prefer to make the policy effective today, November 21, 2006.  

            Commissioner Udell stated he would abstain from voting due to a conflict of interest.

            Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the “Indigent Disposal by Cremation Only” Policy effective November 21, 2006.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Udell abstaining. 

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to review the Public Safety Director applications, and discuss the procedure for ranking and interviewing applicants.  


Kristie Harrison, Administration Services Director, approached the podium and announced that she needed some direction regarding the procedure the Board desired to pursue concerning interviewing the Public Safety Director applicants.  Mrs. Harrison stated there were twenty-four (24) applications received.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that some of the applicants do not meet all the qualifications required and those should be separated out.  He further stated that background checks should be done immediately on all qualified applicants.


Commissioner Udell suggested that the County staff could review the applications and determine who was qualified and submit those names to the Board.


Chairman Hatch proposed that County staff, including department heads, could filter out the unqualified applicants, send letters of rejection to them, do background checks on the qualified ones, and bring those names to the Board for ranking.

After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to have the County staff and department heads review the applications to determine those who were qualified, do background checks on them, and bring those names to the Board for further consideration.
            At 5:35 p.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 15 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            There were none.

           Agenda Item No. 16 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

           Mr. Dasher was not present.

           Agenda Item No. 17 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

           There were no reports.

            Agenda Item No. 18 was for Staff Reports.

 
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he had attended the Small County Coalition meeting recently.  Mr. Wooley further stated it was very well attended with many newly elected county commissioners present.  He mentioned that their website address is www.smallcountycoalition.com. 

Mr. Wooley announced that School Superintendent Walter Boatright was addressing the School Board meeting tonight and proposing a January date for a workshop with all of the entities involved in the Nettie Baisden property issue.

Commissioner Caruthers informed the Board that the Boys Ranch had contacted him about conducting a Board meeting there in conjunction with their 50th anniversary celebration.  The Board thought this was an excellent idea and directed County Coordinator Wooley to contact Mr. Bouchard at the Boys Ranch to schedule a meeting date.


County Coordinator Wooley discussed the flood map issue.   Mr. Wooley stated that if the County is planning to participate in the Federal Flood Program, the new flood maps must be adopted.  He added that there is a timeframe of 90 days after the meeting to take action.  He suggested the Board consider a plan for public information and education regarding the flood map and insurance changes.
B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated there are two local C & D landfills that are DEP sanctioned and one has been upgraded to a Class III landfill.  Mr. Sikes mentioned he would like to draft a RFP for advertisement and divert this type of waste away from the County transfer station to the Class III landfill which would be a significant savings to the County. He added there would be no conflict with the current transfer contractors.  
Commissioner Caruthers stated it would cost a great deal to haul this C & D waste out of the area and felt it should be kept in the County and questioned the need for a RFP.
Mr. Sikes replied the RPF process would maintain transparency in the County’s vendor process.

After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Sikes to draft a RFP for advertisement to maintain transparency in the process.
C)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported on the recent meeting he attended with Advent Christian Village concerning the proposed library there.  Mr. Hales stated the plans are very preliminary and the grant process would not begin before June of 2008.
Commissioner Fowler stated he had attended the recent dedication of the Copeland Center at the Advent Christian Village.  He reported that Mr. Hales’ presentation on the proposed library was very well received.  He added the Board of Directors had voted to donate the land for the proposed library and to conduct a fundraiser to help pay for it. 
D)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that the County’s law suit with Industrial Tractor Company had been settled.  Mr. Airth added that the settlement was not to be disclosed until the Chairman had signed the paperwork.
            Agenda Item No. 19 was to discuss, with possible Board action, adopting alternative methods of paving consistent with the findings of Alachua County.  

            Chairman Randy Hatch discussed the information from Alachua County on the alternative paving techniques which seem to be a relatively cheap way to upgrade some of the roads.
            Commissioner Udell stated he felt it should be investigated because this would allow the district money to stretch further.

            Commissioner Caruthers asked if these techniques were to FDOT specifications. 

            Public Works Director Sikes stated some were FDOT approved but there was no miracle cure for some poorly constructed roads.  Mr. Sikes added the alternative methods were certainly worth checking into.
            Commissioner Udell moved to gather more information on the Alachua County alternative paving techniques.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            At 6:05 p .m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a dinner break.

            At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 8 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance adding a section entitled Proportionate Fair-Share Transportation Program to the Land Development Regulations (LDRs).  

            Enid Ehrbar, Senior Planner-North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, explained that with the passage of SB 360 the Legislature mandates the creation of a Proportionate Fair-Share Transportation Program.

            Chairman Hatch stated the Board had voted at the last meeting to revamp the verbiage of the Ordinance amending the LDRs adding a new section 14.16 entitled Proportionate Fair-Share Transportation Program which would require the developer to absorb 100% of the cost to improve transportation infrastructure.
           At 7:25 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.

           Michael Tyson asked if a road was in the 5-year plan, was it mandatory to take the developer’s money and build the road.  Ms. Ehrbar replied it was because the planned funding was already designated for that road.

           There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Ordinance as written adding Section 14.16 entitled Proportionate Fair-Share Transportation Program to the LDRs.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2007-11)
Agenda Item No. 9 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard

to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 05-1 by Ordinance amending policy 1.2.2 of the Comprehensive Plan, requiring all Planned Rural Residential Developments (PRRD) to maintain 60 percent of the development as undeveloped area and adding a 25 percent density bonus for Planned Rural Residential Developments.  


Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report.

At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.


Commissioner Udell moved to adopt the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 05-1 by Ordinance amending policy 1.2.2 of the Comprehensive Plan, requiring all PRRDs to maintain 60% of the development as undeveloped area and adding a 25% density bonus for PRRDs.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance 2007-12)

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 05-2 by Ordinance amending the Future Land Use Plan Map of the Comprehensive Plan by expanding the designated urban development areas of Branford, Dowling Park, Live Oak, and Wellborn, and for changing the future land use classifications, and approval of work response to be submitted to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA).  


Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report and explained that changing the zoning from R-1 to R-2 would denote two units per acre instead of one per acre. 


Chairman Hatch announced he would abstain from voting due to a conflict of interest.


At 7:35 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.


There were none and the floor was closed to public comments. 


Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 05-2 by Ordinance amending the Future Land Use Plan Map of the comprehensive Plan by expanding the designated urban development areas of Branford, Dowling Park, Live Oak and Wellborn, and for changing the future land use classifications, and approval of work response to be submitted to the DCA.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Chairman Hatch abstaining.  (See Ordinance No. 2007-13)
           Agenda Item No. 11 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider approval of the Rezoning Application RZ-06-10-01 by Ronnie Poole as agent for William M. Marable, Jr. and Donald E. Edwards as trustees of 51 Land Trust, to change the zoning on the property from Residential Single Family-1 to Planned Residential Development (PRD).  

           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, gave his report.  Mr. Meeks explained this area is located behind Carriage Place Subdivision and would be known as Carriage Place Unit 2.  He stated this property is designated as an urban development area and most of the lots are about one acre.

          Commissioner Caruthers expressed his concern regarding the placement of septic tanks and wells on lots of less that one acre.

           Ronnie Poole stated the developers were well aware of this and the issue was addressed in the sales contracts.  Mr. Poole further stated there is an Architectural Review Committee working with this subdivision.

           Chairman Hatch mentioned the need for compatibility with neighboring lots and he felt the issue should be noted on the plat. 
           At 7:45 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.

           There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Resolution approving the Rezoning Application RZ-06-10-01 by Ronnie Poole as agent for William M. Marable, Jr. and Donald E. Edwards as trustees of 51 Land Trust to change the zoning from Residential Single Family-1 to PRD subject to notations on the plat concerning the placement of wells and septic tanks.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution 2007-28)   

           Agenda Item No. 12 was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to authorize Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to contact Curtis Keen, County Engineer, to do preliminary engineering on the proposed Lake Louise boat ramp project. 
           T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that he needed direction from the Board to proceed with the Lake Louise Project.

           Commissioner Caruthers replied the Project was a park and boat ramp for the public to use.

           Chairman Hatch stated the Board needed to know the cost before proceeding.

           Commissioner Udell stated the right-of-way needed to be cleared and engineering done for a road, boat ramp and restroom facilities. 

           Mr. Sikes suggested designing the whole Project initially, pricing each element separately and then building it in phases.  He added the wetlands mitigation issue also needed to be settled. 

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve designing the whole proposed Lake Louise Project, pricing each element separately and building it in phases as affordable.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, to present a report.

           Ken Willis reported the two tanker trucks that were ordered have arrived and the pumps are in the process of being tested to ensure their operation to specification.  Mr. Willis mentioned the need for housing the trucks to protect them and stated that now one is at McAlpin and one at CR 49.
           Chairman Hatch mentioned that Mr. Willis could be placed on the Agenda under Staff Reports.  Mr. Willis replied that he would prefer to be under Time Specific Items.
           Agenda Item No. 20 was for approval to send a letter to North Central Florida Regional Planning Council designating the Planning Council as the lead agency to coordinate the preparation of the Public School Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan, to receive financial assistance from the Department of Community Affairs to cover the costs and designating the County Coordinator as the contact person.  

           John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this was basically a housekeeping issue.
           Commissioner Udell moved to approve sending a letter to North Central Florida Regional Planning Council designating the Planning Council as the lead agency to coordinate the preparation of the Public School Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan, to receive financial assistance from the Department of Community Affairs to cover the costs and designating the County Coordinator as the contact person.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            As Agenda Item No. 21 had previously been addressed, Chairman Hatch continued with Agenda Item No. 22 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
           Commissioner Udell, as did the other members of the Board, wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.
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RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
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ATTEST:
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