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  November 9, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  11/09/06
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               831,121.69 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 42,852.77 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $               108,401.12 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 17,801.73 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 25,252.45 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 87,781.40 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,956.27 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               198,527.15 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 71,824.92 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 30,524.95 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 36,760.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 32,795.55 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 98,333.20 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                   1,251.42 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-043-092
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,588,184.62 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31693 in the amount of $28,458.00 to AK Associates 911, Inc. for the Digital Logging Recorder.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the appointment of Dr. Nancy McCullers as Suwannee County representative to the Well Florida Council.
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the appointment of John Chambliss, Sr., from District 1, to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning & Zoning Board, retroactive to September 2, 2006.  
Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the appointment of David A. Lane, from District 3, to complete the term of Gary Martin on the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning & Zoning Board.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve the Release of Lien for Christopher Howard, SHIP Client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-11)
Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the Release of Lien for George and Lisa Croft, SHIP Client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-10)
Commissioner Hatch asked that Agenda Item No. 1 be pulled from the Consent Agenda and announced he would abstain from voting because of a conflict of interest regarding one of the invoices.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 2 – 7.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Hatch abstaining.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS

 Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the request of an extension of the preliminary plat for Twin Timbers Subdivision that was approved by the Board on November 15, 2005.  

Walter Lawson addressed the Board and asked for an extension of the previously approved preliminary plat for Twin Timbers Subdivision. 
Chairman Fowler asked about the affect of the change since that time regarding the County not maintaining the subdivision roads. 

Commissioner Hatch stated this subdivision had been approved by the Board on November 15, 2005, and that this subdivision was “in the hopper” thereby qualifying for County road maintenance.  

Commissioner Caruthers reiterated Commissioner Hatch’s comment and moved to approve the one-year extension on the approved preliminary plat for Twin Towers Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for a presentation of the annual report for FY 2005-2006 for the Florida Division of Forestry.   

Brian Cobble, Suwannee County Forester, gave an overview of the Florida Division of Forestry’s annual report.  Mr. Cobble announced that Suwannee County had received $1,152,947.00 in Federal and State cost share assistance during the past fiscal year.  He mentioned that routine aerial flight surveys were conducted to identify, control, and monitor disease and insect infestation.
Commissioner Hatch was very complimentary of the good job the Forestry Division does in assisting the residents of Suwannee County.  

Chairman Fowler expressed his appreciation for their aid to a resident in his District who had an infestation problem and would not have know it if the Forester had not done an aerial inspection.   
Commissioner Hatch asked if there was any other method of control for infestation other than cutting and burning.  Mr. Cobble replied there was a new chemical but it was very expensive and too costly as a measure of control.   

Agenda Item No. 10, was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance regarding sexual offenders/predators in Suwannee County.  

Tony Cameron, Sheriff, presented a proposed Suwannee County Ordinance prohibiting a sexual predator/offender from residing within 2,500 feet of a child facility.  Mr. Cameron stated this is an increase in footage from the State statute of 1,000 feet.  He further stated that because of the “Jennifer Lunsford Act” the number designated as offenders will likely increase.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance regarding sexual offenders/predators in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
At 9:25 a.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 15 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 27, Emergency Agenda Items).  

There were none to hear.

Agenda Item No. 16 was for approval of the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on October 17, 2006. 

There were no corrections.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on October 17, 2006 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 17 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 18 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a report.

             Mrs. Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, stated that Mr. Dasher was not able to attend the meeting and she would be reporting in his absence.  Mrs. Bronson announced there had been a pre-application meeting with USDA and the Haskell Company regarding the addition to the Courthouse.  She stated they needed a consensus as to whether or not the Board desired to go ahead with the application process.

            Commissioner Udell asked what loan amount was discussed.  Mrs. Bronson replied $8 million was the figure they were working from but there is no obligation for this amount.

             County Coordinator Wooley interjected that, at this point, the application was to pre-qualify for the funds only.  Mr. Wooley added that the loan is project specific and the Board must identify a revenue stream but the loan process would not interfere with obtaining grant funds.

            After some discussion and the determination that the Board was not bound to accept the loan, it was the consensus of the Board to go ahead with the application process.

            At 9:34 a.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 11 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 9:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission for County employees to be photographed, and for the pictures to be included in a “Heroes Calendar” as a fundraiser to benefit Guardian Ad Litem children. 

Sue Lamb, Editor-Suwannee Democrat, explained this calendar would be for next year as this year’s had already been completed.  Mrs. Lamb stated 25% of the profit would go to benefit a local organization.  She further stated the employees would volunteer and there could be as many as eight in one picture.

Commissioner Hatch moved to grant permission to County employees to be photographed by the Suwannee Democrat for pictures to be included in a “Heroes Calendar” as a fundraiser to benefit a local organization.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            At 9:40 a.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 19 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

           Sheriff Tony Cameron approached the podium and reported the Sheriff’s Office had returned 5% of their budget back to the Board this year amounting to approximately $307,000.00.  
            Sheriff Cameron stated the radio system for the 9-1-1 center was old and had become a high maintenance item.  He asked the Board to consider replacing the console which he estimated to cost about $75,000.00.  He stated he would get some actual figures together and come back at a later date.
        Chairman Fowler commented this was the same system that was installed when the jail was built in 1993.
          Commissioner Udell asked Sheriff Cameron how he was able to cut his budget like he did and thanked him for doing so.  Sheriff Cameron replied he had looked for ways to trim costs, i.e. eliminating unnecessary vehicles, reducing the cost of medicines in the jail. 
           At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

           At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 12 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for a presentation of petitions supporting animal control efforts in Suwannee County.

Christine Rioridan, representing the Suwannee County Animal Control Volunteer Group, presented the petitions containing over 1,000 signed names supporting animal control efforts in Suwannee County. 
Lexie Soles, citizen, commented that she had no problem with the petitions but was concerned about the cost of this effort.  She added that many people who sign petitions are not aware of what they are signing.

Commissioner Udell stated there should be a proposed cost on the petition and pointed out that we not only have animal control problems but many of our citizens are homeless and need assistance.

Commissioner Hatch stated he had assisted the Animal Control Board in drafting the verbiage of the petition but had no dollar amount available to include.  He stressed the amount of interest in the issue with over 1,000 signatures on the petitions.  
Commissioner Maxwell stated he received many complaints regarding animals.  He suggested re-writing the Animal Control Ordinance to increase fines and punishment.  He added he thought the Board should receive a report on the number of citations issued.
Janis Hunter, Animal Control Officer, pointed out that there were not enough people to help enforce the law but she would be glad to furnish a report to the Board.  Ms. Hunter also supported raising the fines which she felt would deter some of the problem.
After a lengthy in-depth discussion, it was decided to discuss, at the next Board meeting, holding a workshop between all entities involved.
Agenda Item No. 13 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hear a presentation of the engineering plan for the animal control shelter.  

Curtis Keen, Keen Engineering & Survey, Inc., presented the plans for the shelter.  Mr. Keen explained the building consists of approximately 5,000 square feet at an estimated cost of between $425,000.00 and $475,000.00.  He added that seeking RFPs would give a better idea of the true cost.  
Commissioner Hatch mentioned applying for grants to assist with the shelter.  He added there is already $100,000.00 on hand now and the RFP process would paint a better picture of the true cost.
Commissioner Udell stated the fines were inadequate and should be increased.

After further discussion it was the consensus of the Board that a workshop between all entities involved was needed.  
Agenda Item No. 14 was at 11:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request for a letter to be written to Taylor County Commission (with a copy to the Department of Community Affairs) regarding the impact on surrounding counties of the increase in rail traffic for the transport of coal from Jacksonville, Florida, to the proposed coal fire power plant in Taylor County.  

Barry Parsons, Environmental Alliance of North Florida, Inc., approached the podium.  Mr. Parsons explained that the proposed large coal power plant in Taylor County would cause increased train traffic through Suwannee County, estimating an additional 50 – 150 rail cars a day.  He mentioned that Perry has applied for a grant to build a railroad around their city.  He asked that the Board write a letter similar to the one Madison County had written to the Board in Taylor County expressing their concern over the issue.
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board not to taken any action at this time.  However, the Board suggested that Mr. Parsons address the City of Live Oak regarding the issue.
At 11:25 a.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

At 11:35 a.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 20 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Staff Reports.

A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report.
Commissioner Udell asked about the status of the Moore monument.  Mr. Wooley

replied he had no updated information on the matter.


Commissioner Caruthers asked about the status of the Nettie Baisden property as two School Board members had brought the issue up to him recently.  Mr. Wooley replied that he had talked separately with all the School Board Members who seem to support a building for a joint facility.  He further replied that he had requested several times to be placed on the School Board Agenda but had not received a response.  
Commissioner Caruthers stated a workshop is needed to discuss joint ownership of the Nettie Baisden property.  
County Attorney Hal Airth suggested that the Board go ahead and submit dates for the workshop to the School Board.

County Coordinator Wooley stated he would set up several dates in January and place them on the agenda of the next regular Board meeting.  
B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
C) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported he was finishing the State Aid

documents to submit.

Mr. Hales announced the Library Book Sale was a huge success this year bringing in $4,146.00.


Mr. Hales stated the air conditioning unit at the Library went out. He added the Maintenance Department had replaced it for $8,000.00.  He complimented Steve Sharpless and his staff for their hard work and the timely manner in which they corrected the problem.

Mr. Hales mentioned he was working on the Library’s Annual Report and would have some startling facts for the Board to hear.  He also mentioned their Policy and Procedure Manual had been revised and was ready to be critiqued by the supervisors for final approval.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported he had received the paperwork from

Abstract & Title on the Biggs Road project and everything seemed in order.
Commissioner Maxwell asked if he had any updated information on the ATV race

track suit.  Mr. Airth replied he had not received anything.


Chairman Fowler asked about the Wellborn Volunteer Fire Department issue.


County Coordinator Wooley replied there had been no formal law suit filed but the insurance company was involved.  Mr. Wooley also replied that the ATV suit was in the court’s hands but the Judge had not ruled on it yet.

E) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had submitted a written report.
F) Kenny  Willis,  Interim Public  Safety  Director,  reported  the  loaned  forestry

equipment had been disassembled and moved around a great deal.  Mr. Willis added he was in the process of identifying everything that belonged to Forestry.


At 12:00 Noon Chairman Fowler recessed for a lunch.


At 1:35 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 21 which was to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee concerning the awarding of the bid, or approval to re-advertise for bids for widening and resurfacing of Mattress Factory Road.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that the low bidder was Anderson Columbia but the bid was $250,000.00 over the budgeted FDOT funds for the project.  Mr. Sikes stated he planned to contact FDOT and request the additional funding.  He further stated that if the additional funding needed could not be granted, the Bid Review Committee recommends rejecting all bids and re-advertising for bids.  He added that he should have the answer from FDOT by the next regular Board meeting.
Commissioner Caruthers moved for Mr. Sikes to renegotiate with FDOT for the additional funding needed for widening and resurfacing Mattress Factory Road, and if that is unsuccessful, to authorize re-advertising for bids.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider approval of a Resolution and Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for a Landscaping Project on I-75 at CR 136.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, informed the Board that this was not a landscaping project but a Hardscaping (sign) Project.  Mr. Sikes pointed out that in Section #2 of the Agreement there was a correction to be made in the verbiage.  He stated the County does not “assume ownership the right-of-way”.  He added this change was in the process of being made by FDOT.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Resolution and Agreement with FDOT for a Hardscaping Project on I-75 at CR 136 contingent upon receiving the corrected Agreement.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-07)  (See Agreement 2007- Pending)
Agenda Item No. 23 was to set a date, time and location for an informational workshop regarding the financing of the construction of the proposed Courthouse Addition.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, announced he was withdrawing this item from the agenda due to the need for more information from USDA.
Agenda Item No. 24 was to set a workshop for the review of the County’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan for Thursday, December 7, 2006 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Library Meeting Room.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he needed to confirm that the above date and time was agreeable with the Board for the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan Workshop.
Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Thursday, December 7, 2006 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Library Meeting Room for the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan Workshop.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 25 was to discuss, with possible Board action, the information obtained regarding the environmental audit, survey and title search on the property at Lake Louise that is proposed to be donated to the County for public use.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the report showed there were no environmental issues with this property.
County Attorney Hal Airth stated there were no title problems with the property.

Jimmy Prevatt, Attorney for the Lake Louise Homeowners Association, stated several concerns including the creek that runs under the proposed cul-de-sac.  Mr. Prevatt cautioned the Board about the potential costs involved in accomplishing their goal.
Chairman Fowler stated that according the Suwannee River Water Management District two acres of the three acres are wetlands which would need mitigation of up to possibly six times the amount of the acreage.  However, he reminded the Board, Suwannee River Water Management District cannot perform a study until an application is actually filed.  Chairman Fowler also expressed his concerns with several of Ms. Grinnell’s deed restrictions. 
Commissioner Caruthers stated that there was still a road right-of-way problem.  He continued that the proposed site for the boat ramp was not a good area of the lake according to the aerials for locating a boat ramp.

Commissioner Udell moved to accept the property on Lake Louise donated by Sandra Grinnell to the County for public use with the following conditions: without time frames on negotiable items on Ms. Grinnell’s deed restriction list; a reverter clause stating that if the venture proved to be economically unfeasible to the County the property would revert to Ms. Grinnell; a first right of refusal clause stating that if improvements are made and the County surpluses the property, Ms. Grinnell would have first choice on the property; and if mitigation was necessary, Ms. Grinnell would provide the property for this.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Caruthers and Chairman Fowler opposed.
Agenda  Item No. 26 was to discuss the requirement of Senate Bill 360 to adopt, by Ordinance, a methodology for assessing proportionate fair share mitigation options for transportation, as to Growth Management, and the need to provide direction to North Central Florida Regional Planning Council as to planning and legal requirements in order to meet concurrency in future development.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the Ordinance for LDR-06-28 was not clear and expressed his concerns over how to safeguard County dollars from private developers dictating expenditures.  
Commissioner Hatch stated some developers had used proportionate share mitigation as a method to hijack counties by paying a fraction of the percentage of the transportation infrastructure cost meaning that the taxpayers end up subsidizing developments, and the County’s road improvement plans were sidetracked. 
Jimmy Prevatt, Suwannee County citizen, interjected that it was not fair for the original developer to foot the bill for everyone else. Mr. Prevatt added there should be a reimbursement back to the original developer from the others that follow. The Board agreed.
County Coordinator Wooley suggested amending the Ordinance.  Mr. Wooley stated the State law says “shall” and if you do not, the State will withhold revenue dollars.
Commissioner Hatch recommended contacting North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to write our own Ordinance that addresses the issues that effect small, rural counties. 

Mr. Prevatt interjected that Planning and Zoning also needed to be involved in the  tweaking process. 

After more discussion, Commissioner Hatch moved to approve requesting the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to draft an Amendment to the proposed Ordinance containing 100% fair-share mitigation for the developer’s cost.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 27 was for Emergency Agenda Items. 
There were none to hear.

            Agenda Item No. 35 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
There were none.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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