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  October 17, 2006

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Hatch led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
Chairman Fowler announced that Agenda Item No. 12 had been settled and therefore removed from the Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices. 
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  10/17/06
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               444,818.37 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 39,878.75 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   2,368.08 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                   1,303.15 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 29,574.28 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 22,259.93 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,925.14 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 11,750.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               126,590.51 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 68,686.81 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 20,117.15 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 39,674.57 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 25,570.40 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 90,277.29 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 48,355.00 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-009-0042
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $       975,149.43 
	


            Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31675, in the amount of $73,915.00, to AK Associates 911 Inc. for microData Back Office Solution for Geographic Information System (GIS). 

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve Authorized Leave Without Pay for Live Oak Library staff member, Amber Waters.

Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve a Resolution proclaiming October 30, 2006 as Weatherization Day. (See Resolution No. 2007-04)

Agenda Item No. 5 was to authorize expenditure of funds to provide the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for County employees on Wednesday, November 22, 2006.

            Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve the Release of Lien for Rosa Lee Ford, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-03)

Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the Release of Lien for Thomas and Tracy Bush, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2007-04)


Agenda Item No. 8 was to approve the Release of Lien for Melissa S. Morgan, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-05)


Agenda Item No. 9 was to approve the Release of Lien for Marj Ann B. Schroeder, SHIP client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-06)


Agenda Item No. 10 was to approve the Release of Lien for Daniel and Kutana Baker, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2007-07)

Commissioner Udell asked that Consent Agenda Item No. 5 be removed for discussion.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1-4 and 6-10. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Udell stated that a maximum amount of money to be spent on the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for County employees had not been included in this item.  He added he felt a limit should be decided upon.

Chairman Fowler mentioned that approximately $1,000.00 had been spent last year.

Commissioner Hatch pointed out that the maximum amount had been set in previous years at $1,500.00.
Commissioner Udell moved to authorize expenditures of a maximum of $1,500.00 on the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for County employees on Wednesday, November 22, 2006.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS
           Agenda Item No.11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the restrictions for public use of the property to be donated to the County in District 3.  

          Mr. Ward, son of Juanita Ward who is donating the aforementioned property, stated there was some confusion about the use of the property.  He stated Ms. Ward was donating the property specifically for a fire, EMS or voting facility and not for unlimited public use.  He further stated she would like this stipulation to be reflected in the deed.
           County Attorney Hal Airth stated the stipulation could be included in the deed and the property could revert back to the estate if the property was not used accordingly.

           Commissioner Caruthers expressed his concern over a reverter clause and felt a first right of refusal clause would be the best option with up to three years to begin construction. 

            Mr. Ward agreed.  He replied that if no improvements were made it would revert back to Mrs. Ward but with improvements, first right of refusal would be the choice.
            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the deed of donation of the property for public use with the following stipulations: a reverter clause stating that if construction has not commenced on the property within three years, the property reverts back to Mrs. Ward; a right of first refusal clause stating that if improvements are made and the County abandons or declares the property surplus, Mrs. Ward has first choice on the property; and the property is to be used for a fire, EMS and/or voting facility only.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the speed bumps that were recently placed on 4th Avenue at the Wellborn Park, and the possible addition of speed bumps at the Civic Center near the park.  (Patricia Johnson)
           Chairman Fowler had previously removed this item from the Agenda as the issue has been resolved. 

           Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the Certificate of Acceptance for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant.  

           Tony Cameron, Sheriff, reported this is a $52,176.00 Grant with no County match.  Mr. Cameron stated he was seeking the Board’s approval in order for the Grant to be implemented.  
           Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Certificate of Acceptance for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           At 4:13 p.m. Chairman Fowler skipped to Agenda Item No. 24 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 32, Emergency Agenda Items.)

            There were none to hear.
           Agenda Item No. 25 was to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 3, 2006.

            Commissioner Hatch was very complimentary on the preparation of the minutes, as were the other Commissioners.  
           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 3, 2006 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Agenda Item No 26 was for Public Concerns and Comments. (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

           There were none.

           Agenda Item No. 27 was for Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, to present a  report.

           There was no report. 

           Agenda Item No. 28 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

           There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 29 was for Staff Reports.

 
A)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report.

B)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

C)  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

D)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, announced there would be a reception Thursday, October 20, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. in the Courtroom at the Courthouse in honor of Mediation Week. 

E)  Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had no report.  
            Agenda Item No. 30 was to authorize the purchase of a mower, off State contract, for the closed landfill to be purchased with Small County Consolidated Waste Grant funds. 

            T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the type of mower needed was on the State contract for $11,325.00.  Mr. Sikes further stated the funds were in the budget and would come from the Solid Waste Grant.

             Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize the purchase of a mower off State contract at a cost of $11,325.00 for the closed landfill.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

             Agenda Item No. 31 was to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review committee in awarding the bid for lime rock hauling for the Public Works Department.  

             T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reminded the Board that Beaver Bulk was the only bid received.  Mr. Sikes reported the Bid Review Committee had met, found the bid to be in compliance with the bid specifications and recommended awarding the bid to Beaver Bulk.   

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for lime rock hauling for the Public Works Department to Beaver Bulk.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            At 4:18 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting for a break.

            At 4:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 14 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider acceptance of the deeds for right-of-way, and the adoption of a Resolution for acceptance of maintenance of 173rd Place (Biggs Road).  
          County Attorney Airth stated Abstract and Title report had shown some discrepancies on easements which Abstract and Title are clearing up.  Mr. Airth assured the Board that if the County accepted the deeds there would be no title problem in the future.
           Commissioner Udell suggested accepting deeds on a conditional basis.

           Commissioner Hatch proposed waiting for two weeks for Abstract and Title to resolve the issue.
           Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that it had already been two years and the County Attorney was certain the issue would be settled.
           Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the deeds for right-of-way contingent upon Mr. Airth approving the title work and adopting an enabling Resolution for acceptance of maintenance of 173rd Place (Biggs Road).  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Resolution No. 2007-06)
          Agenda Item No. 15 was at 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, approval of job descriptions, pay scales, and procedures for Fire/Rescue.  (Tabled during the October 3, 2006 Board meeting.)  

          Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reminded the Board that the information in their agenda packets had been approved by Rob Larkin, County Labor Attorney, and more information from him has been distributed at the meeting.  Mrs. Harrison stated the pay scales were in accordance with the budget.

          Commissioner Hatch asked for an explanation of Certification Agreement.  Mrs. Harrison replied the employees sign the Certification Agreement when hired which states that they are required to obtain certification within the time frame of their probationary period.  However, Mrs. Harrison continued, the Public Safety Director has the discretion to extend the probationary period for a valid reason, i.e. certification test scheduling issues.
          Ken Willis, Interim Public Safety Director, replied that test scheduling with the State had been a problem in the past causing difficulty in obtaining the mandatory certification within the probationary time frame.
          Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that the probationary period is for the purpose of obtaining the certifications that are mandatory.  He added the dual certifications should be retroactive to October 1.
           Mrs. Harrison announced that Level 3 pay scales had changed from the last meeting to be consistent.  She stated the Level 3 Paramedic/Firefighter pay scale was changed to a minimum of $36,500 and a maximum of $48,500 annually.

          Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the job descriptions, Certification Agreements for certification probation, hourly rates of Level 2, salary range and hourly rates of Level 3, and Personnel Rules & Regulations.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to implement pay for dual certification as budgeted retroactive to October 1.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
           At 4:50 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting for a break.

           At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to present plans concerning the Courthouse Addition.  

           David Pupkiewicz, Director of Project Development-The Haskell Company, gave a brief overview of the plans for the Courthouse Addition.  
           Mr. Roland Udenenez, The Haskell Company, presented architectural drawings of the proposed Courthouse Addition.  Mr. Udenenez stated he had met with several representatives of the County to get the concept of what was required and desired.  He further stated this was the Haskell Company’s perception of the information gathered.

          Commissioner Hatch inquired about the cost projection of $7,775,547.00.  Mr. Pupkiewiz replied the Haskell Company needed to know how much the County could afford.  He added this is the projected cost of the building as it is designed now.  

          Clerk Dasher interjected that USDA Rural Development has a 4-1/2 % loan for 50 years available.  He added some Grant funds are also available to assist with the cost of the building.
           Commissioner Caruthers asked that the cost estimates be explained.

           Mr. Udenenez replied changes could be made to the design to reduce some of the costs.  He added that constructing basements in Florida is rather expensive but that was the proposed official records area.  He pointed out that these drawings were based on the information the Haskell Company received from the County and the fact that the new building was not to overpower the present historical Courthouse.

          Commissioner Udell inquired about the adequacy of this space in relation to the County population growth.   Mr. Pupkiewicz stated they had not looked at that issue.
           Judge William Slaughter commented that this proposed building should accommodate the County growth for the next eighteen to twenty years.

           Commissioner Maxwell asked about the overflow in our Courthouse regarding hearing cases from other counties.  Judge Slaughter replied no cases from other counties were being heard in our Courthouse but that judges from other counties come to Suwannee County to handle cases.

           Commissioner Maxwell expressed concern over the building taking up some of the existing parking lot and the potential parking problem the new building would create.

           Clerk Dasher stated that the new building would only take up 25 of the existing parking spaces and there was additional parking available behind the County Office Building.
           Commissioner Hatch asked if the Haskell Company could arrange financing through USDA Rural Development for the County.  Mr. Pupkiewicz replied that they could and their fees to do this are included in the cost projections.

          Commissioner Caruthers conveyed the need to work with the Finance Office on the issue so that we will know what we can afford.

           Commissioner Udell suggested holding a workshop to further discuss the matter.

           Commissioner Hatch proposed scheduling a workshop with Finance and the Haskell Company to decide what is feasible for the County.  

           After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to place on the agenda for the next regular Board meeting to set a date, time and meeting place for a workshop with the Finance Office and the Haskell Company.

           At 5:55 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting for a supper break.

           At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 17 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for widening and resurfacing Mattress Factory Road.  

           T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported there were two bids.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

Anderson Columbia

$1,444,344.28


The Scruggs Company
$1,669,528.21

           Mr. Sikes stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation to the Board.

           Agenda Item No. 18 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to present, with possible Board action, a proposed map of the revised Designated Urban Development Area (DUDA).  

            Enid Ehrbar, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, addressed the Board concerning expanding urban development and distributed maps of proposed areas of development.              

             Jimmy Prevatt, Vice President and Attorney for DDJ Developers, suggested redrawing the first map regarding US 129 North reducing the East side by 40 acres and adding those 40 acres to the West side as was on the initial plan. 

             Ms. Ehrbar stated that the traffic capacity on US 129 North was not there according to FDOT. 

             Commissioner Hatch asked why the property was not annexed into the City.  Mr. Prevatt replied the taxes would be too expensive.

             Ms. Erhbar presented map #2 which was in the Branford area.  She stated the total acreage available was 900 acres which had been changed to one-half acre lots.
            Commissioner Hatch stated he would abstain from the discussion on the Branford expansion due to a possible conflict of interest.

             Chairman Fowler mentioned that the northern part of this property was going to be developed into a State Park by the Suwannee River Water Management District.  Ms. Erhbar replied the map would be redone and acreage added in another more useable area.

             Ms. Erhbar presented map #3 which was in the Dowling Park area.  She stated this acreage has been divided into one-half acre lots.  
             Ms. Erhbar presented map #4 which was in the Wellborn area.  She stated area consisted of 328 acres but there was a significant amount of wetlands in this area.
             Commissioner Hatch offered to work with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to tweak this proposed acreage.  He will also work with the surrounding property owners of these areas in the County to plan for the most efficient usage of the land.              

            Agenda Item No. 19 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of the Ordinances amending Ordinance No. 92-11, as amended, entitled the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations (LDRs), for the following LDRs:  

           LDR 06-03 (tabled from 

LDR 06-09

LDR 06-11

             August 15, 2006 Board meeting)

           LDR 06-13



LDR 06-14

LDR 06-15

           LDR 06-22



LDR 06-26

LDR 06-27

           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-03, which was tabled at the August 15, 2006 Board meeting. (Factually the Ordinance was approved at the September 7, 2006 meeting contingent on clarification of the definition of a Flag Lot.  Upon receipt, the Ordinance needed further correction and was re-publicized and rescheduled for public hearing on October 17, 2006.)  Mr. Meeks stated the clarification on the language had been corrected by County Attorney Airth.
           At 7:42 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

         There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

         Commissioner Hatch moved to approve as amended the enabling Ordinance to LDR 06-03.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2007-02)
          Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-09 regarding Section 4.4.5 entitled Special Exceptions in Agricultural Districts.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment.
          At 7:47 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  

          There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
          Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-09 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 2007-03)
           Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-11 regarding Section 4.19.19 entitled Parking and Storage of Certain Vehicles.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment. 

           At 7:50 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

           There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-11 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 2007-04)
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-13 regarding Section 4.19.29 entitled Airport Land Use Restrictions.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment.
 

           At 8:00 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

           There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

           Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-13 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 2007-05)
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-14 regarding Section 4.19.31 entitled Home Occupation Requirements.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment.

            At 8:05 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-14 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 2007-06)
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-15 regarding Section 4.19.37 entitled Travel Trailer Requirements.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment. 

            At 8:08 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Udell moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-15 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2007-07)
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-22, previously tabled at the September 7, 2006 meeting for the inclusion of selected verbiage from the denied LDR 06-19, regarding Section 5.26 entitled Streets. 
            At 8:10 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the amendment to LDR 06-22 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 2007-08)
            Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-26 regarding Section 14.11 entitled Special Permits for Essential Services.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment.
            At 8:13 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

            Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-26 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2007-09)

             Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, read the amendment to LDR 06-27 regarding Section 4.4.5 entitled Special Exceptions in Agricultural Districts.  Mr. Meeks advised this was the second reading of the amendment.
           At 8:16 p.m. Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.  
           There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

           Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the second reading of the amendment to LDR 06-27 and to adopt the enabling Ordinance.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2007-10)

           Agenda Item No. 20 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the preliminary plat for Deer Lake Preserve in District 4.  (Tabled during the October 3, 2006 Board meeting.)  (Request this item to be tabled to a later date.)  
           Chairman Fowler announced no action would be taken on the aforementioned Agenda Item until it was ready to be placed on the Agenda again.
           At 8:17 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting for a break.

           At 8:30 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 21 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a Resolution regarding the Board’s option to exempt Suwannee County from the provisions of Florida Statute 316.2123 pertaining to all-terrain vehicle (ATV) operation on certain unpaved roadways.  

            John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained the new State law pertaining to ATV operation and the choice each County has to opt out of the new law.
            At 8:31 Chairman Fowler opened the floor to public comments.

            The public hearing was very well attended and for approximately one hour many citizens spoke in favor of as well as opposed to the law.  The public expressed numerous concerns on both sides of the issue, from the recreational and enjoyment side to the dangerous and destructive side.
           At 9:35 p.m. Chairman Fowler closed the floor to public comments.

           Commissioner Udell read Florida Statute 316.2123 at the request of a citizen in the audience.  Commissioner Udell commented about the recreational value of the ATVs and that lawful usage should not be denied just because of a few unlawful citizens.  He suggested holding off on making a decision until a further study could be done.
           Commissioner Hatch boldly reprimanded the State for such an inferior piece of legislation and for the great disservice placed on the counties to the make a decision of this magnitude. 

          Commissioner Caruthers reiterated that this was the poorest legislation ever passed by the State and pointed out that as a result the County was left with the liability. 

          Commissioner Hatch moved for Suwannee County to opt out of the new State law, Florida Statute 316.2123, regarding the operation of ATVs on certain unpaved roadways.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed.   (See Resolution No. 2007-05)
             At 9:52 p.m. Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

             At 10:08 p.m. Chairman Fowler reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 22 which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the donation of the property at Lake Louise to the County for public use.  

              Sandra Grinnell, owner of the property, read the Requirements for Deed she had prepared.  Ms. Grinnell stated this was not a private lake and asked the Board to carefully consider her donation.
            Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that before the Board makes a commitment, the costs involved need to be researched.  He mentioned that in order the make a reasonable decision, a survey, title search, and engineering costs should be figured before taking possession of the property.  He asked County Attorney Airth if County funds could be expended without ownership.  Mr. Airth replied they could be and the County engineer can explore the issues.
             Thomas Weller, Attorney for HTT, LLC, stated this was a small, private lake which is spring fed and not a navigable waterway.  Mr. Weller further stated the adjoining property owners should have the rights since they own the property and the public does not.  He added the public will be encroaching on private property and the lake will become polluted leading to the devaluation of the property.   
            James Prevatt, Attorney for the Lake Louise Homeowners Association, addressed the Board.  Mr. Prevatt directed a couple of questions concerning the Requirements for Deed to Ms. Grinnell who replied that Mr. Prevatt needed to direct his questions to the Board.  Mr. Prevatt stated that the Board may want to consider having an environmental study done on the property.
            County Attorney Airth interjected that Mr. Prevatt had brought up an important point.  Mr. Airth added the environmental issue needed to be addressed.
             Commissioner Udell moved to authorize County Coordinator Wooley to acquire an environmental assessment, a survey, and a title search on the property and bring back the results to the next regular Board meeting if possible.  Commissioner Hatch seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
            Agenda Item No. 23 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request of waiver or reduction of lease payment for Fessler Aviation for the month of October, 2006, due to the lost revenue during the time of the construction of Runway 7/25.  

           Jim Fessler, Fessler Aviation, stated he was asking for a rent reduction due to the delay in the Runway construction causing lost revenue and for the extra cost he had incurred by having to use the Lake City Airport for his business.
           Commissioner Caruthers asked if other business would be affected by the Runway construction.  Mr. Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, replied that no one else would be affected because Mr. Fessler was the only commercial operator at the Airport.
           After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Hatch moved to later consider compensating Fessler Aviation for lost revenue during the construction of Runway 7/25 upon receipt of documentation of such loss.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

           At 11:25 p.m. Chairman Fowler returned to Agenda Item No. 32 under           GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Emergency Agenda Items.  There were none to hear.

           Agenda Item No. 33 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.  There were none.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 p.m.
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