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  September 18, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT:
Agenda Item No. 1 under which was to approve the payment of invoices.  
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	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  09/18/2007
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               417,066.11 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 59,518.12 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   6,574.40 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                      893.02 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 15,329.30 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 37,070.31 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,794.81 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               129,050.50 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 59,567.83 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 32,667.50 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 28,958.93 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 19,833.19 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 17,031.15 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                 22,959.37 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0752-784
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $       850,314.54 
	



Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31857, in the amount of $9,607.50, to AK Associates for Adtran T1/IP Access for 911 Office.

Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 1, in the amount of $10,000.00, to B. W. Helvenston & Sons, Inc., for the first installment of service fees for the renewal of Auto, Property, and General Liability and Workers Compensation Insurance for FY 2007-08. 

Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 0579, in the amount of $232,423.00, to Florida Municipal Insurance Trust, for the first installment for renewal of Auto, Property and General Liability and Workers Compensation Insurance for FY 2007-08.

Agenda Item No. 5 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 0579, in the amount of $378.75, to Florida Municipal Insurance Trust for A-3 Bonds for FY 2007-08.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to approve the payment of excess proceeds from the Tax Deed Sale of Tax Deed Application No. 1404/1998-1172 for Virginia Blankenship Holbrook.


Agenda Item No. 7 was for approval to submit an application for the Wireless 911 Grant Program, in the amount of $2,500.00, for Fall and Spring 911 Coordinator’s Conference.


Agenda Item No. 8 was for approval to submit an application for the Wireless 911 Grant Program, in the amount of $7,600.00, for Lightning Protection.


Agenda Item No. 9 was for approval to submit an application for the Wireless 911 Grant Program, in the amount of $5,500.00, for Exacom Warranty. 


Agenda Item No. 10 was for approval to submit an application for the Wireless 911 Grant Program, in the amount of $9,550.00, for microDATA Annual Maintenance.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1 - 10.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 11 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for approval of the revised Library Aide I job description for the Library.  


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, distributed a revised job description and reported that Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, had brought to his attention a potential problem with the specified age under the minimum qualifications of the job description.  Mr. Hales stated this had been corrected and this is the revised job description for the Board’s approval.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the revised job description for Library Aide I.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 


Agenda Item No. 12 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of an Interlocal Agreement with the North Florida Workforce Development Board (NFWDB), affirming the Region Six (6) Workforce Consortium.  


Bill Howard, Finance Director of North Florida Workforce, presented the Interlocal Agreement between the Board and the North Florida Workforce Development Board.  Mr. Howard explained this Interlocal Agreement was already in place and this was an update to that agreement.  He further explained that the NFWDB could aid with job training and in securing employment for the citizens of Suwannee County at no cost to the County.  He stated that their office is a mobile unit and is located in the parking lot of Lowe’s in Live Oak one day per week.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the Board and the North Florida Workforce Development Board.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 13 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the approval of a one-year extension to complete the following subdivisions: 
a) Trails of Pennington

b) Pennington Trails

c) Oaks of Pennington 

Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, requested one-year extensions to complete the newly constructed roads in these respective subdivisions.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve a one-year extension for each of the three subdivisions: Trails of Pennington, Pennington Trails, and Oaks of Pennington.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the proposed mailbox Ordinance.  


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, distributed Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) information concerning mailboxes in the road rights-of-way.  Mr. Sikes stated he had been unsuccessful in reaching the contact person at FDOT to inquire about how they enforce the mailbox issue.

Discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board for the County Attorney, Hal Airth, to draft an Ordinance using FDOT guidelines for mailboxes in the road rights-of-way.


Agenda Item No. 15 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendations of the Bid Review Committee regarding awarding the proposals for the following annual bids:

a) Batteries


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid for Batteries to the low bidder, Battery Distributors Southeast, in the amount of $686.00.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for Batteries to Battery Distributors Southeast in the amount of $686.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

b) Motor Oil & Hydraulic Oil


Mr. Sikes reported the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid for Motor Oil & Hydraulic Oil to the only bidder, Jim Hinton Oil Company, in the amount of $1,785.30.


Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid for Motor Oil & Hydraulic Oil to Jim Hinton Oil Company in the amount of $1,785.30.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

c) Antifreeze


Mr. Sikes reported that the Bid Review Committee had met and the only bid received was from Jim Hinton Oil Company.  He further reported that the bid price was too high and he could purchase antifreeze from local parts houses at a better price.  He stated it was the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to reject the bid.

Commissioner Udell moved to reject the only bid for antifreeze and to purchase it from local businesses.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

d) Galvanized Pipe 


Mr. Sikes reported there were three bids received but two of the bidders quoted on spiral-type pipe which was not according to specifications and is more expensive to repair that the riveted pipe.  He stated the other bidder quoted on riveted pipe but he felt the prices were still too high at 30 percent higher than the other bids.  Therefore, he announced the Bid Review Committee recommended to reject all the bids and to re-advertise changing the specifications to include both types of pipe.  


Commissioner Udell moved to reject all bids and to re-advertise to include both types of pipe.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) Reimbursement Agreement with Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), in the amount of $2,253,042.00, for the resurfacing of 193rd Road (Clayland Road) from SR 51 to CR 136, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated this is the annual SCRAP contract with FDOT which will have to be awarded by December 31, 2007.  Mr. Sikes stated that thus far, according to FDOT, no cuts have been made on the SCOP or SCRAP programs and FDOT has been instructed to proceed with the planned projects.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the SCRAP Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT in the amount of $2,253,042.00 for the resurfacing of 193rd Road (Clayland Road) from SR 51 to CR 136, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-59 and Agreement No. 2007-Pending) 

Agenda Item No. 17 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the SCRAP Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT, in the amount of $839,916.00, for the resurfacing of 89th Road from CR 136 to CR 136A, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated this is another SCRAP contract that will have to be awarded by December 31, 2007.  
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the SCRAP Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT in the amount of $839,916.00 for the resurfacing of 89th Road from CR 136 to CR 136A and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-60 and Agreement No. Pending)
Agenda Item No. 18 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT, in the amount of $1,352,400.00, for the widening and resurfacing of 133rd Road from 153rd Road to CR 132, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported this is an annual SCOP contract which will have to be awarded by June 30, 2008. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the SCOP Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT in the amount of $1,352,400.00 for the widening and resurfacing of 133rd Road from 153rd Road to CR 132 and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-61 and Agreement No. 2007-Pending)

Agenda Item No. 19 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the SCOP Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT, in the amount of $828,000.00, for the widening and resurfacing of 256th Street (Bibby Road) from CR 49 to CR 137 South, and to adopt the enabling Resolution.   
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, announced this is another SCOP contract which will have to be awarded by June 30, 2008.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the SCOP Reimbursement Agreement with FDOT in the amount of $828,000.00 for the widening and resurfacing of 256th Street (Bibby Road) from CR 49 to CR 137 South and to adopt the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-62 and Agreement No. 2007-Pending)

Agenda Item No. 20 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve advertising for bids to replace the carpet in the downstairs vault at the Courthouse. 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the advertisement to replace the carpet would include labor and installation.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for bids to replace the carpet in the downstairs vault at the Courthouse.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 21 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution opposing an amendment to the Florida Constitution that would force voters to decide all changes to a city’s or county’s comprehensive plan.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained that if this issue became a referendum it would take city and county choices out of the hands of local decision-makers into the hand of the voters.

Commissioner Caruthers stated he was not against people wanting to change things but the voters would have to learn more about city and county issues. 


Discussion ensued concerning the lack of training the average voter has in land use issues and the chaos associated with a decision such as this.  

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a Resolution opposing an amendment to the Florida Constitution that would force voters to decide all changes to a city’s or county’s comprehensive plan.  The motion died for the lack of a second.

Agenda Item No. 22 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the State-Funded Subgrant Agreement with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for a grant in the amount of $11,640.00 for the Local Update Census Addressed Program for the 2010 Census. 

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this contract is for purchasing equipment to assist in conducting the 2010 Census.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the State-Funded Subgrant Agreement with DCA for a grant in the amount of $11,640.00 for the Local Update Census Addressed Program for the 2010 Census.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)

Agenda Item No. 23 was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the renewal of the Suwannee Valley Probation, Inc. contract with the County. 


Judge William R. Slaughter, II, County Court Judge, explained this is a five-year contract between the Board of County Commissioners, the County Court Judge, and Suwannee Valley Probation and the contract will expire soon.

Commissioner Udell asked if the statistics were broken down by race.  Judge Slaughter replied that no racial statistics were kept at this time but that could be done. Commissioner Udell inquired about the number of probation officers Suwannee Valley Probation has.  Judge Slaughter replied only one, Sandy Smith.  


Commissioner Fowler moved to renew the five-year contract with Suwannee Valley Probation, Inc.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2007-69)

At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.


At 5:15 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and then recessed the meeting to open the Final Budget Hearing.


At 5:32 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and skipped to Agenda Item No. 25 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items).


There were two items to consider.


A)  Authorization for the Chairman to execute the Certificate of Acceptance of Subgrant Award for Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $75,740.00 for Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.  (Sheriff Tony Cameron)


B)  Adoption of a Resolution authorizing and directing the Suwannee County Property Appraiser to make a First Certification and Extension of the 2007 Tax Roll to the Tax Collector prior to the completion of the Value Adjustment Board hearings to allow for meeting the statutory requirements of issuing tax notices.  (Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk)


Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the two aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 26 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting and of the Tentative Budget Hearing both held on September 4, 2007.

           Chairman Hatch stated that in the second paragraph on Page 6 of the regular meeting minutes, he would like verbiage added that “Dr. McCullers stated that in the past Health Departments experienced some contrary attitudes from other county commissions regarding fees charged but she had always found the Suwannee County Commissioners to be very cooperative.”

Commissioner Fowler noted a change on Page 18 of the Tentative Budget minutes in the last paragraph which should have read that “for the last two years Mr. Dasher had returned $350,000.00 one year and $303,000.00 the other year”.


Chairman Hatch noted that in the third paragraph from the bottom of Page 19 of the Tentative Budget Hearing minutes “Chairman” Maxwell should have read “Commissioner” Maxwell.  He also noted that in the third paragraph on Page 20 Chairman “Fowler” should have read Chairman “Hatch” and in the last paragraph on Page 26 Chairman “Fowler” should have read Chairman “Hatch”. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes from the regular Board meeting and the Tentative Budget Hearing both held on September 4, 2007 subject to the above mentioned changes.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


The Deputy Clerk subsequently made the above cited changes.

             Agenda Item No. 27 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

             There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 28 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were none.


Agenda Item No. 29 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, had no report.

B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

C) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, was not present. 

D) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present. 

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that Michael Wooley had paid the

foreclosure judgment on his property and the sale had been canceled. 


Mr. Airth also reported he was waiting on the legal description from Tim Alcorn regarding the Walker Street Project and on the ingress/egress paperwork for Mr. Carroll concerning the jail property.  Mr. Alcorn replied he would have the appropriate paperwork to Mr. Airth tomorrow.
Agenda Item No. 30 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items to hear.

A)  Authorization for the Chairman to execute the Certificate of Acceptance of Subgrant Award for Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance in the amount of $75,740.00 for the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Cameron stated this is a grant from FDLE for the Suwannee County Drug Taskforce.


Commissioner Udell moved to authorize the Chairman to execute the Certificate of Acceptance of Subgrant Award for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance in the amount of $75,740.00 for the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-70)

B)  Adoption of a Resolution authorizing and directing the Suwannee County Property Appraiser to make a First Certification and Extension of the 2007 Tax Roll to the Tax Collector prior to the completion of the Value Adjustment Board Hearings to allow for meeting the statutory requirements of issuing tax notices.


Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, stated this is mainly a housekeeping issue to complete before the Value Adjustment Board Hearings begin.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution authorizing and directing the Suwannee County Property Appraiser to make a First Certification and Extension of the 2007 Tax Roll to the Tax Collector prior to the completion of the Value Adjustment Board Hearings to allow for meeting the statutory requirements of issuing tax notices.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-55)

At 5:45 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a dinner break.


At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 24 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing, to consider the approval of a Special Permit Request SP-07-08-01, for the excavation of fill dirt and the removal of overburden for All South Solid Waste, Inc.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, presented the Special Permit on Parcel 3 of approximately 40 acres of property located off US 129 North for the excavation of fill dirt and removal of overburden.  
Chairman Hatch expressed his concern regarding the gas line that runs close to the property.  Mr. Don Wainwright, owner of the property, replied that he would comply with a 200 foot setback or whatever setback from the gas pipeline that is required.  Mr. Wainwright also added he would stipulate that the use of the designated access to the gas line be included in documents of any future owners of the property. 

At 7:18 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Special Permit SP-07-08-01 for the excavation of fill dirt and the removal of overburden for All South Solid Waste, Inc. subject to adding the notation on all paperwork that a 200 foot setback from the gas pipeline is required, and traffic would not ingress and egress using Rixford Road but only use 68th Terrace or 72nd Terrace.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-58)
At 7:20 p.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 31 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
Commissioner Maxwell readdressed the Houston Cemetery and the question of ownership.  He stated that information from County Attorney Airth indicates it is under private ownership.  He advised the people caring for the Cemetery wanted to come before the Board regarding this situation.
Chairman Hatch reported on the Prescription Program for Suwannee County offered to citizens through the Florida Association of Counties (FAC).  He stated the program had saved the citizens over $8,000.00 the first month and for a total savings so far in excess of $11,000.00.
Commissioner Caruthers stated that budget concerns are not over and that there may be more cuts coming.  He emphasized that the department heads should be aware and stay on top of the issue. 

Commissioner Fowler reported that the Suwannee Democrat was asking the Board of County Commissioners to buy an ad for the newspaper congratulating the Florida Sheriff’s Boys Ranch on their 50th Anniversary.  He added that one-eighth of a page would cost $65.00 which would equal $13.00 for each Board member.

Commissioner Fowler also mentioned that the problem with gypsy used car dealers coming into the City was being addressed by the City of Live Oak through their LDRs regarding zoning.  The consensus was the Board needs to address the issue in the County.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
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