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Tuesday, September 18, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Final Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, Richard Ring, Leeta Bronson, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was present.
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and then called upon Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court.

Clerk Dasher presented the changes in the 2008 Budget figures according to the wishes of the Board.  He announced the operating millage to be levied of 8.1583 mils, which is less than the rolled-back rate of 8.4106 by 2.9998 percent.

At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments. 

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

At 5:21 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the Final Budget Hearing and opened the Governing Board Meeting for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU).
Clerk Dasher announced the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Final Budget of $4,032,833.00.

At 5:23 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to recommend the Solid Waste MSBU Final Budget amount to the Board of County Commissioners for inclusion in the Board of County Commissioners Final Budget.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:23 p.m. Chairman Hatch closed the Solid Waste MSBU Governing Board meeting and opened the Fire Protection Services MSBU Governing Board meeting.

Clerk Dasher announced the Fire Protection Services Final Budget of $1,362,628.00.

At 5:24 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments

There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to recommend the Fire Protection Services MSBU Final Budget amount to the Board of County Commissioners for inclusion in the Board of County Commissioners Final Budget.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 5:25 p.m. Chairman Hatch closed the Fire Protective Services MSBU Governing Board meeting and reconvened the Board of County Commissioners Final Budget Hearing.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU Governing Board budget recommendation.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Fire Protective Services MSBU Governing Board budget recommendation.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers questioned the general excess in Mr. Dasher’s budget.

Mr. Dasher replied there was no new money.  He stated the bulk of the money was for the CPA position.  Mr. Dasher emphasized that the Clerk’s Office had taken on all of the County’s computer work and part of that excess money was also for a vacated computer technician position.

Commissioner Caruthers ask if the Board could help with the CPA position by having that person work for the Board. He pointed out that the CPA salary had already been in the budget for three years and the Board fully supported the position.  He stated that having a CPA would ensure better bookkeeping, and that maybe the Board could succeed in filling the position.
Clerk Dasher announced the proposed final millage rate of 8.1583 mils, which is less than the rolled-back rate of 8.4106 by 2.9998 percent.

Clerk Dasher announced the proposed final budget of $51,358,838.00. 
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the final millage rate of 8.1583 mils, which is less than the rolled-back rate of 8.4106 by 2.9998 percent and to adopt the 2007-2008 Final Millage Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-56) 

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the final budget of $51,358,838.00 and adopt the 2007-2008 Final Budget Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Fowler opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2007-57)
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the Final Budget Hearing at 5:31 p.m.
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