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  September 4, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Michael Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  09/04/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               929,851.30 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 19,479.52 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,105.31 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 15,280.78 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 15,560.37 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 35,764.90 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,216.54 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                      500.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               509,310.12 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 78,485.05 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 30,662.29 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
	 $                 61,820.44 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 34,270.90 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               105,674.98 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $               142,449.22 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0785-809
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,985,431.72 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 616, in the amount of $54,573.00, to James Wilkerson Construction Inc. for the design and construction of Taxiway “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 2, in the amount of $356,775.33, to be paid with FDOT funds, to Hipp Construction for the work performed on 208th Street (Brannon Road).
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 2 in the amount of $141,974.02, to be paid with County funds, to Hipp Construction for the work performed on 208th Street (Brannon Road).
Agenda Item No. 5 was to submit the application to the United Stated Department of Commerce for the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Program for the 2010 Census.
Agenda Item No. 6 was for the appointment of Robert Nobles as replacement for Bill Walters as District 4 member to the Volunteer Fire Governing Board.
Agenda Item No. 7 was for approval the payment of excess proceeds from the Tax Deed Sale of Tax Deed Application No. 1413-1002-1515 for Clifford E. Tomlinson and Joni L. Ferguson.

Agenda Item No. 8 was for permission to waive fees for the rescue unit for high school rodeo at the Branford Rodeo Arena on October 5 & 6, 2007.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that Agenda Item No. 4 be pulled from the Agenda for further clarification.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 – 3 and 5 - 8.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers addressed Agenda Item No. 4 asking about source of the funding for the payment on the 208th Street (Brannon Road) Project.  Chairman Hatch replied the funding would come from District 5 revenues. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 4.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Due to Mr. Hales absence, at 9:03 a.m. Chairman skipped to Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt a Resolution recognizing the 50 Year Anniversary of the Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches.  


Roger Bouchard, President - Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches, gave a brief history of the Boy’s Ranch which started in Live Oak in 1957.  Mr. Bouchard stated the 3,300 acres were donated to them and they were the first residential accredited program in Florida. He expressed his appreciation to the community for their continued support.

Chairman Hatch commended their efforts toward good training and the mending of the lives of a great number of children.  He congratulated them on their 50 years of service to the community and read the Resolution in its entirety.
Commissioner Caruthers stated Mr. Thomas Musgrove, a former County Commissioner, donated the property for the Boy’s Ranch.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a Resolution recognizing the 50 Year Anniversary of the Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-45)
At 9:15 a.m. Chairman returned to Agenda Item No. 9 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of the State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreements for both the Regional and Suwannee County Libraries to receive State aid.  

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, explained this was State money grants for the libraries and he recommended signing the Agreement.  

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the State Aid to Libraries Grant Agreements for both the Regional and Suwannee County Libraries to receive State aid.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)
Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the annual contract with the Department of Health for the operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for FY 2007-08.  

Kim Pepper, Business Manager – Suwannee County Health Department, stated the contract is the same as last year.
Commissioner Udell asked if the Health Department checked to see if the aliens receiving medical attention were illegal.  Nancy McCullers, PhD., Director - Suwannee County Health Department, replied they did not check on their status but any babies born to the mothers they serve are automatically American citizens.  Dr. McCullers thanked the Board for their support and the good partnership they enjoyed.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve the annual contract with the Department of Health for the operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for FY 2007-08.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for authorization for County staff to advertise to hold a public hearing on October 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. to consider the adoption of a Resolution re-imposing the schedule of fees to be charged by the Suwannee County Health Department for services rendered during FY 2007-08.  

Nancy McCullers, PhD., Director - Suwannee County Health Department, stated the fee schedule had not been updated since 2003 and they were asking to hold a public hearing to do this.

Commissioner Udell moved to advertise to hold a public hearing on October 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. to consider the adoption of a Resolution re-imposing the schedule of fees to be charged by the Suwannee County Health Department for services rendered during FY 2007-08.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda Item No. 13 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, an ingress/egress easement on the property adjacent to Suwannee County Jail for Harvey Carroll, Jr.  
Jimmy Prevatt, Attorney, advised there is a new restaurant, owned by Mr. Harvey Carroll, Jr., on the property close to the Jail. Mr. Prevatt stated Mr. Carroll is requesting an ingress/egress easement on the strip of land, which is a County-owned driveway, in back of the building to access his property for customer parking.
Mr. Prevatt stated that there was another issue of a small piece of property of about 150 square feet between the County driveway and Mr. Carroll’s property which Mr. Prevatt requested the County abandon.

Discussion ensued regarding the issue and the necessity of a drawing showing the actual plan.
Mr. Prevatt stated he did not have the survey of the area with him but Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, had a survey and he would obtain a copy from him.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, interjected he had already talked to Sheriff Cameron about the matter and the Sheriff had no problem with it. 

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, informed the Board that they could make a decision today on the ingress/egress issue but they would have to advertise for a public hearing to consider the abandonment of the other property.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve granting an ingress/egress easement on the property adjacent to the Suwannee County Jail to Harvey Carroll, Jr. and to approve the placement of no parking signs along with the shoulder of the County driveway.   Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to advertise for a public hearing to consider abandoning the County-owned property located between the County driveway and Mr. Carroll’s property.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the purchase of right-of-way on South Walker Street.  

Jimmy Prevatt, Attorney, stated the property owner, Harvey Carroll, Jr., is willing to sell the right-of-way property needed for the S. Walker Street Project at the previously independent appraised value.
Commissioner Caruthers expressed his appreciation to Mr. Carroll for his assistance in this matter.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the purchase of the right-of-way property from Harvey Carroll, Jr. for the S. Walker Street Project at the agreed upon appraised value.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 15 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to apply for a Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) grant in the amount of $200,000.00 for the development of a Soccer Complex.  
Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, reported this is a non-matching grant through the State for the Soccer Complex.  Mr. Scott further reported the donated property for the Complex consists of 23 acres and is located on 72nd Trace, southeast of CR 795 (the Boy’s Ranch Road).  He added the deed is in the process of being completed.  He pointed out that the property will include a soccer field, a playground, and eventually restrooms.
Commissioner Udell moved to apply for the DEP Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) grant in the amount of $200,000.00 for the development of a Soccer Complex.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to adopt a Resolution to include the development of a Soccer Complex for $200,000.00 in the plans for FY 2008-09 for a FRDAP grant.
Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, stated this Resolution is to incorporate the Soccer Complex grant in the Capital Improvement Plan portion of the County’s Comprehensive Plan.
Commissioner Udell moved to adopt the Resolution to include the development of a Soccer Complex for $200,000.00 in the plans for FY 2008-09 for the FRDAP grant.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-44)
At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 17 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, directing the County Attorney to provide lease agreements for the Volunteer Fire Departments (VFD) facilities.  

Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported there are facilities used by the VFD that are insured by the County but the County has no insurable interest in the buildings.  Mr. Racow expressed his concern regarding the matter and stated he felt the County should have lease agreements for these facilities which would allow them to be insured by the County.
Commissioner Udell inquired as to how many buildings are involved.  Mr. Racow replied there are six buildings that are insured and have County equipment in them.   
Commissioner Caruthers moved to direct the County Attorney to provide lease agreements for the six VFD facilities.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 18 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to advertise for bids for paving Taxiway “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, requested permission to advertise for bids to pave Taxiway “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.  

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for bids to pave Taxiway “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to order one (1) 150 kilowatt generator on Government Service Administration (GSA) bids for the Suwannee County Airport.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the generator would be purchased through GSA (Federal) contract price.
Commissioner Fowler moved to grant permission to order one (1) 150 kilowatt generator through GSA contract for the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 20 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for batteries.  (Bid No. 2007-29)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported three (3) bids were received.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows: 
1.  Ray Glass Batteries




$909.35

2.  Jim Hinton Oil Company




 no bid

3.  Batteries Southeast





$686.00

Mr. Sikes stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 21 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can heard, to open bids for anti-freeze.  (Bid No. 2007-30)
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there were only one (1) bid received.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bid and the results were as follows:

Jim Hinton Oil Company

$9.99/gal.

$559.44






Dexcool (55 gal)
$549.45 

Mr. Sikes stated the bid would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 22 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for motor oil and hydraulic oil.  (Bid No. 2007-31)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported there was only one (1) bid received.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bid and the results were as follows:
Jim Hinton Oil Company

5W40


$ 7.99/gal






10W40


   8.99/gal






Hydraulic 
    
   5.79/gal






30WT04
    
   9.69/gal

Mr. Sikes stated the bid would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.

Agenda Item No. 23 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for galvanized corrugated metal pipe.  (Bid No. 2007-32)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised there were three (3) bids received: Metal Culverts, Inc.; Contech Construction Products; and Gulf Atlantic Culvert.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and read the various pipe sizes and their respective prices.  He stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their review and recommendation to the Board.




 

Agenda Item No. 24 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the expansion of the animal shelter.  
Mrs. Sue Lamb stated the Animal Control Board had met with the construction company and had been given an estimate for the building.  Mrs. Lamb introduced Jay Hatfield, Gamble Construction Company. 
Mr. Hatfield distributed handouts showing the proposed animal shelter.   He explained the drawing and stated the estimate for this building was $115,000.00.  He continued, stating some volunteer labor and donated materials would be used as well as solicitation of businesses for additional money to help defray the costs.  He also mentioned he had talked with the Suwannee-Hamilton Vo-Tech to seek student labor assistance with the project.  He advised the construction time would be lengthy.
Commissioner Fowler suggested contacting the prison system to acquire inmate help with the construction.
Chairman Hatch inquired about the money on hand now for the project.  Mrs. Lamb replied the Animal Control Board had $83,985.63 plus the $35,000.00 in the Board capital improvement fund for a total of approximately $119,000.00.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how they intended to spend the money as he felt the funds from the previously appropriated money held by the Animal Control Board should be expended first.  Mrs. Lamb replied that would be upon the Board’s instruction.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the expansion plans for the animal shelter as requested.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda Item No. 25 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of the preliminary plat of Carriage Place Phase II Subdivision in District 1.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported this subdivision contains 40 lots totaling 40.91 acres and is being developed as a Planned Residential Development (PRD).
Commissioner Caruthers addressed the issue of no road maintenance by the County in this subdivision.  He stated the verbiage should be on the plat and signs should be erected signifying no County road maintenance.

Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, stated he would ensure that the no road maintenance verbiage was placed on the final plat. 
Commissioner Caruthers expressed concern about the subdivision adjoining some agricultural land and felt a note to this effect should be included on the plat to prevent problems in the future.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of Carriage Place Phase II Subdivision in District 1 contingent upon adding the verbiage regarding no County road maintenance and a note identifying the adjoining land as agricultural.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 10:58 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 11:05 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 26 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 31, Emergency Agenda Items). 


There were two items to consider.

A. Discuss, with possible Board action, setting a workshop on October 4, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. with the County grant writer to discuss County-wide grant requests, to also set a workshop on October 4, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. with the Haskell Company regarding the Courthouse addition and approval to advertise for same. 

B. Discuss  with  Jim Ward  Ichetucknee  River  property  ownership  consisting  of

3.3 acres.
Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned two (2) items to the Agenda.

  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 27 was for approval of the minutes of Budget Workshop held on August 9, 2007 and the regular Board meeting held on August 21, 2007. 
There were no corrections.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes for the Budget Workshop held on August 9, 2007 and the regular Board meeting held on August 21, 2007 as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 28 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 29 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

             There were none.

Agenda Item No. 30 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported the Haskell Company is working

with Mr. Airth, County Attorney, on a contract for the Courthouse addition.  Mr. Wooley suggested conducting a workshop with the Haskell Company to negotiate the contract.  He also suggested that the workshop be held on October 4, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. which is the same day as the grant writer workshop.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
C) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported the State EMS inspection went very

well and the County received an outstanding rating.
D) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, had no report. 
E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.
F) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had submitted a written report.
Agenda Item No. 31 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two (2) to hear.

A.  Discuss, with possible Board action, setting a workshop on October 4, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. with the County grant writer to discuss County-wide grant requests, to also set a workshop with the Haskell Company at 3:00 p.m. on October 4, 2007 to discuss the new Courthouse addition, and approval to advertise for same.
Commissioner Udell moved to set the workshop with the County grant writer on October 4, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. and the workshop with the Haskell Company on October 4, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. to be held in the City Council Chambers at Live Oak City Hall. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B.  Request from Jim Ward to discuss the ownership of Ichtucknee River property consisting of 3.3 acres with Chairman Hatch and County Attorney Hal Airth.
Mr. Ward stated the Bureau of Land Management (U. S. Government) was considering the 3.3 acres of river property of Section 26 as public land.  He advised this land had never been patented and never taxed until he made claim to it. He stated the rest of Section 26 was in Columbia County. Mr. Ward advised he had been paying taxes on the property for three years.

After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to allow Mr. Ward to discuss the issue further with Chairman Hatch and County Attorney Airth to determine ownership of the 3.3 acres of Ichtucknee river property in Section 26.
            Agenda Item No. 32 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
            Commissioner Udell stated he had been contacted by some of his constituents regarding an Ordinance for indecent exposure relating to those persons wearing their pants too low.  

             Mr. Airth, County Attorney, replied there is a Florida Statute concerning indecent exposure but it does not address styles, types, or how clothes are worn.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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