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Tuesday, September 4, 2007
City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


 5:15 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Tentative Budget Hearing and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Clerk Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Betty Carver, Richard Ring, Leeta Bronson, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and called upon Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court.
Clerk Dasher announced a tentative proposed millage rate of 8.1583 mils, with a tentative budget of $51,358,838.00 at a rollback rate of 8.4106 and the percentage of decrease between the proposed millage rate and the rollback rate is 2.9998%.
At 5:20 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor for discussion and called upon Constitutional Officers for their budget requests.
Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, presented his budget.

Commissioner Caruthers inquired about the change in the funding of the Clerk’s salary.  Clerk Dasher replied the change was due to the Article V Revision 7 which resulted in one-third paid by State courts and two-thirds by County.

Commissioner Fowler noted an increase of $131,788.00 in the Clerk to the Board budget and asked Mr. Dasher to consider some reduction before the Final Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Fowler pointed out that Mr. Dasher had returned $250,000.00 to $300,000.00 to the Board in the past and his revenue is more than the expenditures. 

 Mr. Dasher reminded the Board that he is a fee office and a buffer is needed to insure any shortfalls.  He stated he would review his budget to see if it may be possible to reduce it.  
Tony Cameron, Suwannee County Sheriff, approached the podium and presented his budget.  Sheriff Cameron reported on his dilemma of competing with the salaries of other counties, State positions and the Department of Corrections (DOC).  He stated he would like for the starting annual salary for the deputies be raised from the current $28,000.00 to $30,000.00.  He pointed out that a deputy with twelve years of service makes the same salary as the starting salary of a correctional officer.  Sheriff Cameron also reminded the Board that his employees do not get the 5% longevity raise as other County employees do. 
Sheriff Cameron stated he needed two positions, one accreditation position in the Jail and one in animal control.  However, he stated he would rather have the raises than the two additional positions.
Sheriff Cameron advised he needed $75,000.00 for three new dispatch radios.  He added the money was in a contingency fund in this year’s budget.
Chairman Maxwell complimented Sheriff Cameron on the cutbacks he had made resulting in a large savings to the County.
Mrs. Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, approached the podium and presented her budget.  Mrs. Williams asked if the Board had received her letter explaining the line item changes and asked it there were any questions.

The Board stated they had received her letter.  There were no questions.
As there were no other Constitutional Officers present, Chairman Hatch called for requests from Outside Agencies.  
Ms. Rita Dopp, United Way, approached the podium and distributed a handout explaining 2-1-1 information and referral service.  Ms. Dopp reported the 2-1-1 program had served 777 Suwannee County citizens this past year.  She stated they were asking for $5,225.00 this year in assistance.
Next, Chairman Fowler called for County Department budget requests. 
Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Department Director, thanked the Board for the 3% raise for the County employees.
Mr. Sharpless advised the carpet needed replacing in the vault of the Clerk’s Office.  He stated the carpet would cost approximately $5,500.00 and would require going through the bid process.  It was the consensus of the Board to advertise for bids to replace the carpet in the Clerk’s Office vault.
Mr. Sharpless stated the County building capital improvement account has a balance of $3,100.00 of unused funds.  It was the consensus of the Board to roll over the unused money into a 2008 contingency line to be used as needed.

Katherine Allen, Suwannee County Extension Director, stated there had been an error in their salary line.  She explained that one salary would be paid by a FNP grant which would decrease the budget by one salary.
There were no other County Department requests.

At 5:55 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Chairman Hatch readdressed the Animal Control Board’s capital fund request for $25,000.00 since Commissioner Maxwell was not present to vote when the matter was discussed at an earlier meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers, Commissioner Fowler and Commissioner Maxwell voted against funding the Animal Control Board’s capital fund request of $25,000.00.  Therefore, it was the consensus of the Board not to fund the $25,000.00 at this time.

Chairman Hatch then discussed the 2-1-1 information and referral service request.

It was the consensus of the Board not to fund this request.  

Chairman Hatch addressed the Sheriff’s budget.  It was the consensus of the Board not to fund any additional positions but grant other budget requests.

At 6:10 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing for a break.


At 6:20 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing and recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing to open the meeting of the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Municipal Service Benefit Unit (MSBU) to consider the FY 2008 assessment. 


Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, announced the proposed household assessment rate of $114.48 which is the same as last year.


At 6:22 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor for public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU household assessment rate of $114.48 per household.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 6:23 p.m. Chairman Hatch adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU.

At 6:24 p.m. Chairman Hatch convened the meeting of the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Service MSBU to consider the FY 2008 assessment.
Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, announced the proposed Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) $.0732; and Transient Occupancy rate (per unit) $140.0988; land less than 160 acres (per parcel) $12.4356; and land over 160 acres (per acre) $.0953, which are the same as last year.
At 6:25 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the rates for the Fire Protection Service MSBU for Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) $.0732; and Transient Occupancy rate (per unit) $140.0988; land less than 160 acres (per parcel) $12.4356; and land over 160 acres (per acre) $.0953.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
At 6:26 p.m. Chairman Hatch adjourned the hearing for the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Services MSBU and reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the recommendation from the Governing Board for the Fire Protection Services MSBU for Residential Urban and Rural rate (per dwelling unit) of $39.0203 and Non-Residential (per square foot up to 40,000) $.0732; Transient occupancy (per unit) $140.0988; Land less than 160 acres (per parcel) $12.4356; and Land greater than 160 acres (per acre) $.0953.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the recommendation from the Governing Board for the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal MSBU of household assessment rate of $114.48 per household.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Commissioner Fowler moved to set the proposed millage rate at 8.1583 mils.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Tentative Budget of $51,358,838.00.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
At 6:32 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the Tentative Budget Hearing for public hearings concerning the final rate Resolutions for Fire Protection Services MSBU, the Solid Waste Services MSBU, and the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Boards.
Chairman Hatch convened the Fire Protection Services MSBU Governing Board hearing and called on John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.  Mr. Wooley presented the Resolution adopting the final rate for the Fire Protection Services MSBU for FY 2008.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution for the final rate for the Fire Protection Services MSBU for FY 2008.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-48) 
Chairman Hatch adjourned the Fire Protective Services Governing Board hearing.

Chairman Hatch convened the Solid Waste Services MSBU Governing Board 

hearing and called on John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.  Mr. Wooley presented the Resolution adopting the final rate for the Solid Waste Services MSBU for FY 2008. 
Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the Resolution for the final rate for the Solid Waste Services MSBU for FY 2008.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-49) 
Chairman Hatch adjourned the Solid Waste Services MSBU Governing Board hearing.

Chairman Hatch convened the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board hearing and called on John G. Wooley, County Coordinator.  Mr. Wooley presented the proposed Resolution for the 133rd Lane MSBU. 
Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution as proposed for 133rd Lane MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-50)
Mr. Wooley next presented the proposed Resolution for the 113th Road and 122nd Terrace and 122nd Trail MSBU. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution for 113th Road and 122nd Terrace and 122nd Trail MSBU.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-51)
Mr. Wooley presented the proposed Resolution for the 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the proposed Resolution for 75th Drive and 118th Terrace MSBU.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-52)

Mr. Wooley presented next the proposed Resolution for the 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU.  Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution as proposed for 78th Street and 76th Terrace MSBU. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-53)
Mr. Wooley next presented the proposed Resolution for the 147th Road MSBU.  Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed for public comments.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to adopt the Resolution as proposed for 147th Road MSBU.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-54)
There being no further business for the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board to discuss, it was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
At 6:36 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the Tentative Budget Hearing.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept all of the recommendations from the Road Improvement MSBU Governing Board.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Fowler adjourned the Tentative Budget Hearing at 6:40 p.m.
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