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  August 7, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Michael Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Fowler led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  08/07/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,394,464.97 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               534,176.08 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                 20,014.19 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,189.23 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 40,671.12 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 77,390.28 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                 14,479.70 
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,925.14 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                   9,381.55 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $             1,367,814.65 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $               136,275.96 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 68,320.30 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                 10,735.00 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 95,321.64 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               121,634.98 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                      475.00 
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0699-751
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    3,912,269.79 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 584, in the amount of $54,573.00, to James Wilkerson Construction Inc. for the first draw from Agreement No. 2007-48 for the design and construction of Taxiway “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.
Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31832, in the amount of $13,113.00, to AK Associates for equipment and software for the Geographical Information System (GIS).

Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve the Release of Lien for Donna L Baurle, SHIP Client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-65)
Agenda Item No. 5 was to appoint Will Blythe, Human Resources Manager for Pilgrim’s Pride, to the North Florida Workforce Development Board.

Agenda Item No. 6 was to adopt a Resolution establishing a portion of US Highway 27, in Suwannee County, as a part of the National Purple Heart Trail and naming that portion as The Purple Heart Highway.  (See Resolution No. 2007-39)
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 - 6.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 7 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution proclaiming the month of August, 2007 as Suwannee County Firefighter Appreciation Month. 

Michelle Cichra, Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA), expressed her sincere appreciation for the continued support of the firefighters for MDA.  She reported that the  “Fill the Boot” firefighter fund raising campaign for 2006 was a huge success bringing in more that $2.6 million across the State.  
Ms. Cichra read the Proclamation in its entirety.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution proclaiming the month of August, 2007 as Suwannee County Firefighters Appreciation Month.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-38)
Agenda Item No. 8 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval for the submittal of an application to the United States Office of Justice Programs for a non-matching grant in the amount of $13,025.00 for Cyber Crime and Identity Theft Investigations and Training, and equipment for officers to assist the Sheriff’s Multi-Agency Drug Task Force.  

Sheriff Tony Cameron was not present and John G. Wooley approached the podium and presented the grant application.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the submittal of an application to the United States Office of Justice Programs for a non-matching grant in the amount of $13,025.00 for Cyber Crime and Identity Theft Investigations and Training, and equipment for officers to assist the Sheriff’s Multi-Agency Drug Task Force.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 9 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the request to approve the Chairman to sign the contract with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for a $200,000.00 Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program grant.  

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present and County Coordinator Wooley explained the grant is for improvements at the Sportsplex to include tennis courts, skate area, handball courts and an exercise trail. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Chairman to sign the contract with DEP for a $200,000.00 Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program grant.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)  
Agenda Item No. 10 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution updating the Equal Employment Opportunity Plan (EEOP). 

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated this is general housekeeping to bring the EEOP up-to-date.
Discussion ensued regarding outreach programs to attract all ethnic group applicants.

Chairman Hatch read the Resolution in its entirety.

Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Resolution updating the Equal Employment Opportunity Plan.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-37)
Agenda Item No. 11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee regarding awarding the proposal for Worker’s Compensation Insurance (RFP 2007-25).  (Bids were opened during July 17, 2007 Board meeting)   

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, advised the Bid Review Committee had met on July 19, 2007 and the Insurance Committee had met on July 24, 2007. Mrs. Harrison stated the committees had recommended awarding the bid to the low bidder, Florida League of Cities, in the amount of $491,035.00. 
Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid for Worker’s Compensation Insurance (RFP 2007-25) to Florida League of Cities in the amount of $491,035.00.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
At 9:10 p.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 15 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items). 

There was one item to consider.

A)  Acceptance of an Airport Improvement Program grant with Federal share in the amount of $67,500.00 for the rehabilitation of the Airfield Electrical Vault at the Suwannee County Airport.  (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager)

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 16 was for approval of the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on July 17, 2007 and the School Concurrency Workshop on July 19, 2007.

There were no corrections.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes for the regular Board meeting held on July 27 2007 and the School Concurrency Workshop on July 19, 2007 as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 17 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 18 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

             There were none.

Agenda Item No. 19 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, expressed his appreciation for his recent

vacation to the mountains with his family.  Mr. Wooley stated he had no report except to say that his staff was working on non-ad valorem assessment role.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, was not present.
C) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, reported there was a question

concerning Little River Springs as to whether to lease or transfer title to the property to DEP as part of a larger State Park.  


Chairman Hatch replied the property has to be leased through the Florida Communities Trust for $1.00 per year. 

Mr. Scott commended the Suwannee Swamp Dogs Babe Ruth baseball team for their outstanding participation in the Regional Tournament in Alabama.  He also praised the coaches and staff for all of their hard work and guidance.
D) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, stated he will be attending the City Council

meeting in Branford to discuss continuing the mutual response aid agreement with Suwannee County.

Chairman Hatch stated he would be attending the Town Council meeting and will discuss the issue and bring the results back to the Board. 

E) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, reported the Library is winding up its

summer program.  Mr. Hales stated they had upgraded computer software with grant funds  and had purchased a youth puppet show financed with grant money.

Mr. Hales reported his budget has been cut $35,000.00 but he will make it up with State Aid.  He reported that the Madison County grant for the Lee Library had to be turned down because of lack of matching funds but a waiver will be filed to appeal the issue of being moved to the bottom of the future funding list.

At 9:35 a.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Item (B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, for his report. 


Mr. Sikes addressed the issue discussed at the Budget Workshop on August 2, 2007 concerning the salary of the collection site attendants.  He reported that the entry level for Public Works is $7.29 per hour.  He met with the Finance Department to obtain figures showing what the total amount would be to the County if the collection site attendants, who are below this hourly amount, were raised to $7.29 per hour.  He stated the total figure for the increase was $11,562.00 annually.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Solid Waste budget could stand this amount.  Mr. Sikes replied that according to the Finance Department it could.


It was the consensus of the Board to do this but will formally do so in the Budget Hearings to finalize it.


Mr. Sikes addressed the Walker Street Project reminding the Board that this is a one-half County match and one-half FDOT meaning that the County would need to come up with an additional $416,000.00 for the FY 2008 funding cycle.

At 9:40 a.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Item (F) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney to complete the Staff Reports. 
Mr. Airth reported that Michael Wooley’s foreclosure hearing was set for Thursday, August 9, 2007 and he will report the results back to the Board.
Agenda Item No. 20 was for authorization to piggyback the City of Pensacola’s contract to purchase one (1) garbage truck to be paid for by existing funds from Solid Waste.

 T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the State contract price for the garbage truck is $186,803.00.  Mr. Sikes reported that he had originally thought that he would present the piggyback deal with the City of Pensacola to the Board but had discovered a better piggyback contract with the City of Plant City, their bid number 07-0753-001 with RDK Municipal Truck Center, for a truck made by Autocar with a price of $176,740.24. He added the delivery time would be from 30 to 45 days.  He pointed out that the existing funds allocated to the solid waste budget would be used for the purchase.

Commissioner Fowler moved to authorize to piggyback the City of Plant City’s contract, their bid number 07-0753-001 with RDK Municipal Truck Center, to purchase one (1) garbage truck made by Autocar for $176,740.24 to be paid for by existing funds from the Solid Waste budget.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 21  was to discuss, with possible Board action, acceptance of additional right-of-way for 54th Street (Rixford Road) Project, and approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to abandon old right-of-way.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, explained that the property owner is willing to deed additional right-of-way to accommodate moving the road for safety reasons.  Mr. Sikes reported the property owner will do the clearing and grubbing.  He stated he would like to advertise for a public hearing to be held in two weeks, if possible, to abandon the old right-of-way.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the deed for the additional right-of-way for 54th Street (Rixford Road) Project and to approve to advertise for a public hearing to abandon the old right-of-way.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 22 was for permission to advertise for annual bids for antifreeze, tires, batteries, culvert pipes, hydraulic oil and motor oil for the Public Works Department.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated it was time for the yearly bidding on the above mentioned items for Public Works.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising for the annual bids for antifreeze, tires, batteries, culvert piper, hydraulic oil and motor oil for the Public Works Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 12 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Group Health Insurance (RFP 2007-27).  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated there were four bids received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

1) Av-Med (current provider & plan)
Employee
$  420.89







Emp/Spouse
    917.56







Emp/Children
    715.52







Family

 1,195.35


Alternate Plan



Employee            397.87







Emp/Spouse
    867.36







Emp/Children
    676.39







Family

 1,129.96

2)  Florida Municipal Insurance Trust
Employee            453.48







Emp/Spouse
    988.62







Emp/Children
    770.92







Family

 1,289.91


Alternate Plan



Employee
    439.87






Emp/Spouse
    958.96







Emp/Children
    747.80







Family

 1,249.28



Alternate Plan



Employee
    436.93








Emp/Spouse
    952.53








Emp/Children     742.79








Family

 1,240.91

3) Florida Health Trust-Public Risk Management








Employee
    522.11








Emp/Spouse
 1,171.13








Emp/Children
    930.00







Family

 1,504.73

4)  United Health Care (Edwards Ins. Co)
Employee
   475.44








Emp/Spouse
1,036.48








Emp/Children     808.25








Family

1,350.27



Mrs. Harrison advised the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee for further review and recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Automobile, Property, and General & Professional Liability Insurance (RFP No 2007-28).
Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported there were four bids received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results are as follows:


1)  Florida League of Cities – B.W. Helvenston
$479,755.00


2)  Florida Association of Counties 


no total figure


3)  Professional Governmental Insurance Trust 


      (McGriff Williams Co.)



  505,942.00


4)  St. Paul Travelers Company


  503,882.71

       (McGriff Williams Co.)


Mrs. Harrison stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee for their review and recommendation. 

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the approval of the final plat of Deer Lake Preserve in District 4.
Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported this subdivision is zoned PPRD and consists of 31 lots totaling 176.12 acres.  Mr. Meeks advised the subdivision will require newly constructed paved roads off CR 136.  He pointed out that none of the lots will access CR 136 but will access the internal roads.  He stated the final plat had been reviewed by County Attorney Hal Airth and County Engineer Curtis Keen’s office and found to be in compliance with Florida Statute 177.
Commissioner Caruthers noted there was no verbiage on the plat stating the roads would not be maintained by the County.  Mr. Meeks stated he would make sure that statement was added to the final plat.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the final plat of Deer Lake Preserve in District 4 subject to adding the verbiage that the roads would not be maintained by the County.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for the adoption of the Preliminary Rate Resolution setting fees for Solid Waste Services for FY 2007-08, authorizing notices to property owners and setting a public hearing date.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the Resolution and emphasized there were no changes from last year.  Mr. Wooley asked to set the public hearing date for September 4, 2007 at 5:15 p.m.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Preliminary Rate Resolution setting fees for Solid Waste Services for FY 2007-08, authorizing notices to property owners and set the public hearing date for September 4, 2007 at 5:15 p.m.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2007-40)  
Agenda Item No. 24 was for the adoption of Preliminary Rate Resolution setting fees for Fire Protection Services for FY 2007-08, authorizing notices to property owners and setting a public hearing date.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, presented the Resolution stating there were no changes from last year.  Mr. Wooley asked to set the public hearing date for September 4, 2007 at 5:15 p.m.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adopt the Preliminary Rate Resolution setting fees for Fire Protection Services for FY 2007-08, authorizing notices to property owners and to set the public hearing date for September 4, 2007 at 5:15 p.m.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-41)
Agenda Item No. 25 was to discuss, with possible Board action, approval to spend existing grant funds for design and engineering for the Courthouse Administrative Expansion Building.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated he felt the County should negotiate a contract with the Haskell Company for the Courthouse Addition using the existing grant funds warning that if the funds were not used, the money may disappear.
Discussion ensued regarding consulting the judges and receiving their approval.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve spending existing grant funds for the design and engineering for the Courthouse Administrative Expansion Building subject to the approval of the judges.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 26 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one to hear.

A)  Acceptance of Airport Improvement Program grant with Federal share in the amount of $67,500.00 for the rehabilitation of the Airfield Electrical Vault at the Suwannee County Airport.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, explained this was a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) grant with a 2 ½% County match.  Mr. Robinson stated the County’s portion would be $1,778.56.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the Airport Improvement Program grant with Federal share in the amount of $67,500.00 for the rehabilitation of the Airfield Electrical Vault at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-66)
            Agenda Item No. 27 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
            There were none.   
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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