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  July 17, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Mike Tyson, Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Maxwell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
Chairman Hatch announced that the Suwannee Swamp Dogs, a 10 and under Babe Ruth Baseball Team, had won the State Championship. The team and coaches were present and dressed in their uniforms.  Chairman Hatch then asked Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, to approach the podium.  Mr. Scott commended the team for their great accomplishment and expressed how proud he was of them.  Mr. Scott then turned the podium over to Timothy Carter, one of the players and spokesman for the team.  Timothy provided information concerning the team and their achievements.  He mentioned that the team will be going to Alabama next week to play in the Southeast Regional Tournament and they are in need of financial assistance for the trip.  He presented a plaque from the team to the Board in appreciation of their support. 

Jason Fury, Parks & Recreation Coordinator, then introduced each team member and the coaches.  Mr. Fury reiterated the need for financial assistance stating they were aware that the County had no funds for this type of endeavor.  Chairman Hatch replied the Board’s assistance would need to be on an individual basis.
The Board, as well as others present at the meeting, applauded the team for their dedication and hard work in accomplishing this great feat.

At 4:05 p.m. Chairman Hatch asked that Agenda Item No. 2 be pulled from the agenda for discussion and continued with Agenda Item No. 1 under CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS which was to approve the payment of invoices.  
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]
	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  07/17/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,093,679.73 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $               130,000.00 
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               350,404.51 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   6,905.65 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                      235.39 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 25,532.96 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 30,325.49 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   6,566.80 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 13,664.00 
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               190,040.91 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 80,167.07 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 45,895.82 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 40,357.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 47,521.75 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 89,468.95 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0659-698
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,150,766.03 
	



Commissioner Caruthers moved to pull Agenda Item No. 2 off the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hatch asked for an explanation of Agenda Item No. 2 which was to approve the renewal of the service agreement with Aqua Trol Division of Momar, Inc. for the waterside protection plan for the Suwannee County Jail.  

Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated the contract is for the chemical treatment of the heating and cooling water system in the Suwannee County Jail and the Courthouse.  Mr. Sharpless added the old contract was signed by the Sheriff in 1994 and this was a new contract with an increase in the monthly fee.  He advised he had checked with other companies who offer the same service and their fees were substantially higher. 

Chairman Hatch stated this was a County facility and the contract should be approved and signed by the Board.  

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the renewal of the service agreement with Aqua Trol Division of Momar for the waterside protection plan for the Suwannee County Jail and to authorize the Chairman to sign the paperwork.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-60)
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:

Agenda Item No. 3 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the recapitulation of the FY 2006 Tax Roll for Suwannee County.  


George L. Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector, stated this was the recapitulation of the 2006 Tax Roll for the Ad Valorem and Non Ad Valorem assessments which is done annually.  

Chairman Hatch stated that he had a conflict of interest on a Correction Register listing of one of his companies and would abstain from voting on the issue.  He passed the gavel to Commissioner Udell, Vice-Chairman of the Board, to call for the motion.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the recapitulation of the 2006 Tax Roll.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried 4-0 with Chairman Hatch abstaining.


Agenda Item No. 4 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution creating a County Records Management Policy.  


Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk, explained he had been designated as the Records Management Liaison Officer (RMLO) for the County’s records.  Mr. Musgrove further explained that each Board Department would have a records coordinator who would coordinate with him for destruction order requests.  He stated this Resolution is for the adoption a County Records Management Policy.

Discussion ensued regarding the possible need for additional people to perform this task.  Mr. Musgrove assured the Board that no additional personnel would be needed.  He stated this was merely a formal policy to follow for records management.


Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, interjected that there would be no additional cost to the County.  Mr. Wooley stated it was just clearing up a legal issue in which the State requires a uniform policy for records management. 
He added destruction orders would go through Eric then to the Board for approval.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt the Resolution creating a County Records Management Policy.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-35)

Agenda Item No. 5 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission for the 146th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, Florida Army National Guard to use the Suwannee County Airport property for communication testing. 


Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, reported this same group used the Airport property last year and were very good stewards leaving the property immaculate. 


Commissioner Caruthers moved to grant permission for the 146th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, Florida Army National Guard, to use the Suwannee County Airport property for communication testing.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

   
Agenda Item No. 6 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the contract with Meridian Community Services Group, Inc. for program administration services for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for the FY 2007 funding cycle.  


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised this contract is for program administration services in pursuit of CDBG grants for the County.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the contract with Meridian Community Services Group, Inc. for program administration services for a CDBG grant for the FY 2007 funding cycle.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the contract with Meridian Community Services Group, Inc. for grant consulting services for other grant consulting services outside Community Development Block Grants (CDBG).  


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, advised this contract is for grant consulting services in pursuit of grants outside CDBG for the County.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the contract with Meridian Community Services Group, Inc. for grant consulting services for other grant consulting services outside CDBG.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)   


Agenda Item No. 8 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee regarding awarding the proposal for the roof repair at the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Criminal Division Building.  (RPF 2007-17)  (Bids were opened July 3, 2007 Board meeting) 

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services, reported the Bid Review Committee had met on July 10, 2007.  Mrs. Harrison stated the low bidder, Ogles Construction and Roofing, Inc. in the amount of $10,735.00, was found to be in compliance and the Committee recommended awarding the bid to Ogles.
Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid to the low bidder, Ogles Construction and Roofing, Inc., in the amount of $10,735.00.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee regarding awarding the proposal for group life insurance.  (RFP 2007-23)  (Bids were opened during July 3, 2007 Board meeting.)  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported the Bid Review Committee met on July 10, 2007 and the Insurance Committee met on July 11, 2007.  Mrs. Harrison stated the Committees recommended awarding the bid to the low bidder and current carrier, Standard Insurance Company, at $1,728.00 per month.  She stated this is based on a $20,000.00 policy. 

Wayne Edwards, representative of Standard Life Insurance, interjected that the rate is good for 3 years. Mr. Edwards advised the policy amount stays at $20,000.00 for each employee as long as they are still working for the County no matter what age they are.  He  added that retirees go under the conversion rate and the policy amount decreases with age. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid for group life insurance to Standard     

Insurance Company in the amount of $1,728.00 per month.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

At 4:50 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.


At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 10 which was at 5:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals for RFP 2007-25 for Worker’s Compensation Insurance.  


Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, announced there were two bids received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:


A)  B. W. Helvenston – Florida Municipal Trust

$491,035.00


B)  Lee McGriff – Preferred Gov. Ins. Trust 


$600,022.00 

Mrs. Harrison stated the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee and the Insurance Committee for their review and recommendation.


At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 16 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any item that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 21, Emergency Agenda Items).


There were four items to consider.

A) Approval to submit grant application to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for electrical improvements at the Suwannee County Airport. (Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/ Airport Manager)

B) Acceptance of Hazardous Analysis Grant, from the Division of Emergency Management, in the amount of $2,110.00.  (Received information on July 11, 2007 – Response due July 31, 2007.)  (John G. Wooley, County Coordinator)

C) Appoint three (3) commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board for 2007.  (Chairman Randy Hatch)

D) To accept the deed for additional right-of-way property for the Rixford Road Project.  (T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director)
Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the four (4) above mentioned emergency

items to the agenda.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 17 was to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting on July 3, 2007.

             There were no corrections.

            Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on July 3, 2007 as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

            Agenda Item No. 18 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to the podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)

            There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 19 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 20 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reminded the Board of the workshop with 

the School Board on Thursday, July 19, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. 

B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report. 

C) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, was not present.

D) J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had no report.

E) Greg Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, expressed pleasure over hearing the

very positive comments received from visitors attending tournaments at our facilities.  Mr. Scott advised the economic impact to our County was about half a million dollars.  He mentioned he was thinking of hosting the southeastern tournament next year.


F)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that Michael Wooley had filed an answer to the foreclosure and was scheduled for a hearing with Judge Slaughter on August 9, 2007.
Agenda Item No. 21 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There were four items to hear.

A)  Approval to submit a grant application to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for electrical improvements at the Suwannee County Airport.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this grant application is for the electrical vault upgrades necessary to support the designed electrical improvements.  Mr. Robinson added the County match would be $2,562.90.
Commissioner Udell moved to approve submitting a grant application to the FAA for the electrical improvements at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B)  Acceptance of Hazards Analysis Grant from the Division of Emergency Management in the amount of $2,110.00.  (Received information on July 11, 2007 – response due July 31, 2007.)

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this grant is from Florida Division of Emergency Management for updating the Hazards Analysis data for our County.  Mr. Wooley emphasized the deadline of July 31, 2007 for acceptance.
Commissioner Fowler moved to accept the Hazards Analysis Grant in the amount of $2,110.00.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)
C)  To appoint three (3) commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board (VAB) for 2007.

Chairman Hatch asked for volunteers to serve on the VAB Board and the following agreed to serve:  Commissioner Fowler, Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Maxwell.

D)  To accept the deed for additional right-of-way for the Rixford Road Project.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised that to resolve a safety issue with the Rixford Road Project, additional right-of-way was needed.  Mr. Sikes stated the trees were too close to the proposed road and the property owner was willing to deed the additional property needed (about ¼ of an acre) to shift the road over to avoid the safety issue. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to accept the deed for the additional right-of-way property for the Rixford Road Project.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 


At 5:35 p.m. Chairman Hatch recessed for a supper break.


At 7:00 p.m. Chairman reconvened the meeting and returned to Agenda Item No. 11 under TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS which was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider budget amendments for the Suwannee County Airport.  


Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, stated there were three (3) unanticipated Airport budget amendments for the Board to consider totaling $75,121.00 to be paid from the Contingency Fund. 

At 7:02 p.m. Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none and the floor was closed to public comments.


Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the three (3) Suwannee County Airport budget amendments totaling $75,121.00 to be paid from the Contingency Fund and the enabling Resolution.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-36)

Agenda Item No. 12 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider a request to set the proposed millage rate for the 2007-08 budget year. 


 Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of the Circuit Court, stated the State’s directed amount is 8.1583 mills.  Mr. Dasher warned that once the proposed millage is set, it cannot be increased only decreased from that amount.


Commissioner Udell moved to set the proposed millage rate for the 2007-08 budget year at 8.1583 mills.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 13 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to set the 2007-08 tentative budget hearing for Tuesday, September 4, 2007 at 5:15 p.m. to be held in the Live Oak City Council Chambers at City Hall.  


Commissioner Caruthers moved to set the 2007-08 tentative budget hearing for Tuesday, September 4, 2007 at 5:15 p.m. to be held in the Live Oak City Council Chambers at City Hall.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 14 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to set the final budget hearing for Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at 5:15 p.m. to be held in the Live Oak City Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Commissioner Udell moved to set the 2007-08 final budget hearing for Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at 5:15 p.m. to be held in the Live Oak City Council Chambers at City Hall.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Agenda Item No. 15 was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to approve the contract with Billco Construction, Inc. in the amount of $595,000.00 and issuance of Notice to Proceed for the construction of a 12 unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport, subject to the approval of the budget amendment.  (Tabled during the July 3, 2007 Board meeting.) 


Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated this item was contingent upon the approval of the budget amendment for T-Hangar “C” construction in Agenda Item No. 11.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the contract with Billco Construction, Inc. in the amount of $595,000.00 and to issue the Notice to Proceed for the construction of a 12 unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport and to authorize the Chairman to sign the appropriate documents.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(See Agreement No. 2007-59)

At 7:35 p.m. Chairman Hatch continued with Agenda Item No. 22 under GENERAL BUSINESS which was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.
           There were none.
Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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