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  July 3, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerk, and Betty Carver and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 1 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  07/3/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               939,221.04 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $                 12,869.81 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                 28,993.30 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,167.83 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 28,086.81 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 65,084.19 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   4,904.14 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               171,860.84 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 75,765.75 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 54,166.80 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                            -   
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $               130,595.12 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 63,411.60 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0621-658
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    1,589,127.23 
	


Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve the Release of Lien for Ricky D. Allen and Tina M. Allen, SHIP clients.  (See Agreement No. 2007-55)
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1 and 2.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 3 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for the presentation of the 2005-2006 Audit.  

Richard Powell, CPA, distributed copies of the FY 2005-06 County Audit to the Board.  He presented an overview of the audit highlighting specific areas of interest.  He commended the County for increased revenue and decreasing debt.  He advised there were no reported findings and no audit issues.    
Commissioner Caruthers inquired about the accrued employee leave liability figure stating that he felt there was enough money in the fund and it was not necessary to increase that amount with part of the $5 million financial reserves available.  Mr. Powell replied that this was a suggestion to ensure enough money was set aside in the event all of the employees left.

Commissioner Fowler stated he would appreciate having the audit report before the meeting to review.  Mr. Powell apologized for not having the report available this year to the Board before the meeting and assured the Board he would be glad to come back to another Board meeting if there were questions.      
Agenda Item No. 4 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the conceptual draft of Little River Springs State Park.  

Lew Scruggs, Division of Recreation & Parks – Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), presented a draft of the land use plan for Little River Springs State Park.  Mr. Scruggs stated this area consists of 5,000 acres which was purchased by Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD).  He mentioned they are developing a resource plan to present to the SRWMD and they would like to add Little River Springs to the plan.  He reported they would be constructing trails, an RV camp, rental cabins, parking areas, and restrooms.  He stated SRWMD has pledged $2 million a year for three years for the project.  He advised the Recreation & Parks Division would like to work with the County and lease the Little River Springs property to complete the land use plan.
Commissioner Udell inquired about handicapped accessibility and adequate parking areas.  Mr. Scruggs replied there would be ample parking areas accessible to all.

Chairman Hatch recognized Jerry Scarborough, SRWMD Executive Director, for all of the assistance he had given in the past in promoting these recreational areas.

Jerry Scarborough gave a brief overview of the status of the recreational areas that were in progress.  Mr. Scarborough mentioned the importance of the Little River Springs plan to the Wilderness Trail.  He introduced Charlie Houder, SRWMD, who will be heading up the Wilderness Trail Project after Mr. Scarborough retires.
At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.
At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and stated that it had been brought to his attention that Agenda Item No. 4 concerning the approval of the conceptual draft of Little River Springs State Park has not been voted on.  Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the conceptual draft of the Little River Springs State Park.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 5 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for permission to acquire an additional set of construction plans for the Fire and Life Safety Division.  
Chairman Hatch announced that this item had been withdrawn from the Agenda to correct some confusing verbiage.

Agenda Item No. 6 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the replacement candidate for the Suwannee County Extension Director.  

Dr. John Baldwin, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences-University of Florida, approached the podium and introduced Katherine Allen, candidate for the replacement of the Suwannee County Extension Director.  Dr. Baldwin explained that Ms. Allen is currently the Extension Director in Citrus County and has fourteen years of experience in Extension.  He added she is well-rounded for the position and is ready to accept if the Board approves.
Commissioner Caruthers stated he sat on the committee for the selection of a replacement and inquired about what had happened to the committee’s recommendation.  Dr. Baldwin replied that the University of Florida was trying to balance the Extension Program with a good leader and the best all-around qualified candidate.

Chairman Hatch reminded the Board that the position had been advertised previously with no success and he felt that Ms. Allen would fit well in Suwannee County.
Dr. Baldwin stated Ms. Allen’s starting date would be August 10, 2007.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve Katherine Allen as the replacement for the Suwannee County Extension Director.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 7 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals (Request for Proposals (RFP) No. 2007-17) for the roof repair at the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Criminal Division Building.  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated there were four bids received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

1) Wainwright Construction


$ 15,900.00
2) Ogles Construction & Roofing

   10,735.00

3) Anthony Sullivan Construction

   33,471.00

4) Gamble & Associates Construction

   58,995.00

Mrs. Harrison advised the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for 

their review and recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 8 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open proposals (RFP No. 2007-23) for Group Life Insurance.  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated there were two bids received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

1) L. B. Bryan & Company, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
(Mrs. Harrison could not immediately find a quote and Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator was asked to research the information while Mrs. Harrison continued with the opening of the bids.)

2)  Standard Insurance-Jarod Hayer, Tampa, FL
 (current carrier) - $1,728.00 monthly premium – estimated 390 employees

After reviewing the information sent by L.B. Bryan & Company, Mr. Wooley reported that the quote was $2,260.12 monthly premium which they had figured on an estimated 406 employees. 


Mrs. Harrison advised the bids would be referred to the Insurance Committee for further review and recommendation.

Agenda Item No. 9 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-26) for the sale of surplus real property, Parcel No. 11383020050.  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated there were no bids received and asked if the Board would like to re-advertise the property.  It was the consensus of the Board not to re-advertise for the sale of the surplus real property, Parcel No. 11383020050, and for the County to retain the property.   

Agenda Item No. 10 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the adoption of a Resolution approving the Special Permit No. SP-06-04-01 for Gladys Tejedo, Trustee, for the replacement of two (2) existing poultry houses.  (Application approved during the April 18, 2006 Board meeting.)  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, explained that the Board had approved the application for the Special Permit No. SP-06-04-01 for Gladys Tejedo, Trustee, at the April 18, 2006 Board meeting but the Resolution was not prepared and adopted at that time.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution approving the Special Permit No. SP-06-04-01 for Gladys Tejedo, Trustee, for the replacement of two (2) existing poultry houses (application approved during the April 18, 2006 Board meeting).   Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-34) 

GENERAL BUSINESS:
 Agenda Item No. 11 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items).  

There was one item to consider.

A) Michael Wooley concerning the foreclosure on his property.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned item to the Emergency

Agenda.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 12 was for approval of the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on June 19, 2007.

There were no corrections.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on June 19, 2007 as written. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 13 was for Public Concerns and Comments.  (Come forward to podium --- limit comments to five minutes.)
            There were none.

            Agenda Item No. 14 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were no reports.

Agenda Item No. 15 was for Staff Reports.

A) John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, reported that Mr. Collins, a current

Suwannee County Airport tenant, would like to be released from his contract.  Mr. Wooley stated he would like to move the Emergency Management Office to this location if it met with the approval of the Board.  It was the consensus of the Board to approve Mr. Wooley’s plan to release Mr. Collins from his contract at the Airport and move the Emergency Management Office to the Airport location.

Mr. Wooley stated that his family had scheduled a vacation beginning the last of July through the first week of August and he would like to go with them.  He mentioned that the first Budget Workshop would be on August 2, 2007 which he would miss.  Commissioner Caruthers stated Mr. Wooley could wait and present his budget at the August 9, 2007 Budget Workshop.  It was the consensus of the Board to grant Mr. Wooley’s vacation request.
B) T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.
C) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, had no report.
D) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, gave an update on the huge success of the

Summer Programs at the Libraries.  Mr. Hales reported there were 1,400 participants at the Suwannee County Library and 400 in the Branford Library in the month June.  He added there were twenty teams of volunteers assisting the young people.  He mentioned an outstanding young man who had created a Jeopardy game with the computer and the young people were having a great time with that.

Mr. Hales stated the voting went very well in the Branford Library facility.  


Mr. Hales mentioned that outside benches had been installed in front of the Suwannee County Library by the Maintenance Department and had been enjoyed by many citizens.


Mr. Hales reported the wireless network was up and running.


Mr. Hales stated they were in the process of writing several grants in the amount of $10,000.00 each.


Mr. Hales announced the development of a joint literacy program, English and Spanish, with two local churches held on Saturdays.

D) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported he was in the process of preparing the

verbiage of the Fire and Life Safety Ordinance.
Commissioner Caruthers inquired about the report on the Animal Control Governing

Board.  Mr. Airth stated he had completed the research and was forwarding the report. He expressed his appreciation to Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, for his assistance in the research.

E) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had submitted a written report.  Mr.

Scott emphasized all of the baseball/softball tournaments coming up.  He stated he was continuing preparation for the FY 2008 budget coming up soon.  

Agenda Item No. 16 was to consider waiver of the balance owed on ambulance bill for Jesse Sipple, deceased.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated Jesse Sipple was an accident victim whose case is in probate now.  Mr. Airth advised that because of the exorbitant medical fees due to the massive injuries received from the accident which exceeded the insurance amount, the decedent’s mother is asking for the ambulance bill of $384.00 to be waived. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to waive the balance of $384.00 owed on the ambulance bill for Jesse Sipple, deceased.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 10:50 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 17 which was for approval to take the recommended action of the following regarding the over-bid monies collected by the Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Tax Deed Sale and remitted to the County:  (Tabled during the June 19, 2007 Board meeting.) 
A.    Geraldine Renee Sadler f/k/a Geraldine Thompson Harris (Tax Deed Application No. 1380) – Claim barred by Section 197.473(2) Florida Statutes. Funds remitted to Board more than two (2) years prior to claim being filed.  

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that further study revealed that the filed claim had preceded the deadline by one day and therefore was valid.  Mr. Airth advised that he recommended filing for declaratory action to determine the parties entitled to the proceeds.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to file for declaratory action to determine the parties entitled to the proceeds on Tax Deed Application No. 1380. Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

B.  Wilson E. Vittur and Rebecca A. Vittur (Tax Deed Application No. 1417) – Recommend filing for declaratory action to determine parties entitled to proceeds.
Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported that further study revealed that a satisfaction of mortgage had been filed by Jim Walters Homes and he recommended payment. 

Commissioner Fowler moved to pay the proceeds to the entitled parties on Tax Deed Application No. 1417.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 18 was to consider recommendation of the Bid Review Committee for awarding Bid Solicitation No. 2007-24 for asphalt pavement and related work for 54th Street (Rixford Road) in District 1.  (Bids were opened during the June 19, 2007 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid to Anderson Columbia, the lowest bidder, in the amount of $228,769.78.  Mr. Sikes also asked the Board to authorize the Chairman to sign the documents pertaining to the Project.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid to Anderson Columbia in the amount of $228,769.78 and to authorize the Chairman to sign the documents related to the 54th Street (Rixford Road) Project in District 1.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 19 was for the approval of the Solid Waste Disposal Agreement, with Waste Pro of Florida, Inc., in the amount of $34.85 per ton.  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the Board had voted in a previous meeting to set the solid waste commercial tipping fee at $34.85 per ton and he is requesting approval of the Agreement with Waste Pro of Florida, Inc. for $34.85 per ton.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the Solid Waste Disposal Agreement with Waste Pro of Florida, Inc. in the amount of $34.85 per ton.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-54) 
Agenda Item No. 20 was to consider approval of an Agreement with Phil and Sandy McKenzie for the lease of Hangar B-5 at the Suwannee County Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated the lease agreement reflects the price increase for monthly leasing of hangars at the Airport.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Agreement with Phil and Sandy McKenzie for the lease of Hangar B-5 at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-56)
Agenda Item No. 21 was for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider amendments to the Airport Budget.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, explained that the original figures for the construction of the 12 unit T-Hangar did not include the design and engineering fees resulting in $13,829.20 of additional money for the County’s portion.  Mr. Robinson stated this additional amount would require a budget amendment.  He further stated he was requesting to advertise for a public hearing to consider this and two other Airport budget amendments.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider the budget amendment to the Suwannee County Airport Budget of $13,829.20 and two other Airport budget amendments.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded. 
Commissioner Fowler amended the motion to include showing the $13,829.20 to be funded from Board revenues and to be advertised as amended.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Hatch then asked for a vote on the original motion and the original motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 22 was to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee for awarding Bid Solicitation No. 2007-16 for the construction of a 12-unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport, subject to the approval of a budget amendment.  (Bids were opened during the June 5, 2007 Board meeting.) (This item was withdrawn from the June 19, 2007 agenda.) 

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated the Bid Review Committee had met and recommended awarding the bid to Billco Construction, Inc., the lowest bidder.  Mr. Robinson explained he had discovered later that the design and engineering fees had been omitted causing the shortfall in the County’s portion requiring a budget amendment.  He stated that he had secured approval from FDOT for their additional funds of $55,316.80. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve awarding the bid for the construction of a 12-unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport to Billco Construction, Inc., subject to the approval of a budget amendment for the additional County portion in the amount of $13,829.20.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 23 was for approval of a contract with Billco Construction, Inc., in the amount of $595,000.00, and issuance of a Notice to Proceed for the construction of a 12-unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport, subject to the approval of the budget amendment.
Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated the contract and Notice to Proceed with Billco would be dependent upon the outcome of the public hearing and subsequent approval of the budget amendment.  
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the contract with Billco Construction, Inc., in the amount of $595,000.00 without notice to proceed subject to the approval of the budget amendment.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.
Discussion ensued regarding the proper sequence of events concerning the contract.

Commissioner Udell suggested tabling the issue until after the public hearing.  Commissioner Fowler withdrew his original motion and Commissioner Maxwell withdrew his second.

Commissioner Udell moved to table this agenda item until after the public hearing on the budget amendment.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 24 was to authorize the Chairman to sign the appropriate documentation concerning the SUNCOM Service Operation.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, explained the new SUNCOM contract would bill the County by departments and not in one lump sum bill.

Commissioner Udell moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the appropriate documentation concerning the SUNCOM Service Operation. Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 25 was for approval to submit an application to the Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA), for a Technical Assistance Grant for the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Program.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is an $11,000.00 grant to aid the County in complying with the upcoming State census.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve submitting an application to the Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for a Technical Assistance Grant for the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Program.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 26 was for Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item to hear.

A)  Michael Wooley approached the podium and stated he would like to clear up some statements previously made concerning his property.  Mr. Wooley stated he had a letter from the Sheriff stating the sequence of events concerning the problem with his property.
Commissioner Udell stated this was a legal issue and questioned Mr. Wooley as to why he did not go to court over the matter and have the Judge make the decision.  Commissioner Udell reminded Mr. Wooley that the Board had made the decision to foreclose on the property at a previous meeting.
Chairman Hatch stated that the Board would have to make a motion to rescind their previous decision and the Code Enforcement Board had asked the County Attorney to foreclose on the property.

Commissioner Caruthers reiterated he felt this was a law enforcement issue. 
Commissioner Caruthers moved to rescind to previous motion to foreclose on Michael Wooley’s property.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion failed 3-2 with Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Maxwell and Chairman Hatch opposed.
            Agenda Item No. 27 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
            All of the Commissioners wished everyone a safe and Happy 4th of July.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
WITNESSED BY:




______________________________








RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN
________________________, D. C.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:
_______________________







KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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