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  June 5, 2007

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session, and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Ivie Fowler; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy Clerk, Betty Carver, and Richard Ring, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  
Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
Agenda Item No. 1 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to present a plaque to Meredith Taylor in appreciation for her years of exceptional service directing the Suwannee County Extension Office.

Chairman Randy Hatch presented the plaque to Meredith Taylor and expressed his sincere appreciation for her years of exceptional service to the County through her direction of the Suwannee County Extension Office.

CONSENT AGENDA  ITEMS: 
Agenda Item No. 2 was to approve payment of invoices.
[BALANCE OF PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  06/05/07
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT
	

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $             1,237,429.81 
	

	112
	RESERVE-CAPTIAL PROJECTS
	 $                            -   
	

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               527,402.12 
	

	117
	911 ADDRESSING FUND
	 $                   3,835.39 
	

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 14,167.83 
	

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 20,503.97 
	

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                            -   
	

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 61,478.81 
	

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   7,003.07 
	

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                            -   
	

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                            -   
	

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $             1,940,792.79 
	

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 82,039.65 
	

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 43,466.87 
	

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 46,265.00 
	

	251
	RENOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   
	

	351
	RENOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $               100,000.00 
	

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 42,447.30 
	

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $               109,418.16 
	

	145
	ROAD AND BRIDGE CONST. & PAVING
	 $                            -   
	

	 
	BATCHES: 07-0538-591
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    4,236,250.77 
	


Agenda Item No. 3 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 31796, in the amount of $17,723.20, to AK Associates 911, Inc. for equipment for E-911 Office.  (Funded by Wireless 911 Rural County Grant)
Agenda Item No. 4 was to approve payment of Invoice No. 2004-21, in the amount of $1,886.00, to the Council for Progress, for the partnership contribution for the North Florida Economic Development Partnership.
Agenda Item No. 5 was to reappoint Charles Thomas, in the Tourism Industry/Interested Person category, to the Tourist Development Council, retroactive to January 1, 2007.
Agenda Item No. 6 was to reappoint Richard Grillo, in the Hotel, Motel, Campground Owner/Operator category, to the Tourist Development Council, retroactive to January 1, 2007.
Agenda Item No. 7 was to approve the Release of Lien for Clinton and Julie Pancake, SHIP Clients.  (See Agreement No. 2007-51)

Agenda Item No. 8 was to approve the Release of Lien for Patricia K. Smith, SHIP Client. (See Agreement No. 2007-52)

Agenda Item No. 9 was to approve the Release of Lien for Lisa Lewis, SHIP Client.  (See Agreement No. 2007-50)
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 2 - 9.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS:
Agenda Item No. 10, which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to promote public education for planning for the upcoming hurricane season.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that hurricane season is June 1 through November 30 and we have already had a Tropical Storm.  He further stated this season is predicted to be an active one.  He advised that the public needs educating on proper emergency preparation.  He explained that signs had been made locally to announce the hurricane season, along with the website access for information (www.floridadisaster.org), and would be placed around our community. Four volunteers from the Suwannee Valley CERT Program were in attendance and displayed a sign for all to see.

Agenda Item No.11 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the deletion of special permit requirements for landing strips and airfields from Suwannee County’s Land Development Regulations (LDRs).  

Chairman Randy Hatch advised that the County’s Comprehensive Plan no longer required special permits for landing strips and airfields but the verbiage is still in the LDRs.  Chairman Hatch felt that this wording should be removed from the LDRs to be consistent.
Commissioner Caruthers stated there was a moratorium on runways and it would be a mistake to remove the verbiage from the LDRs.  He added there was a problem with the 5,000-foot glide path and the intent was to remove that.

 He advised he felt this was a public safety issue and there should be a public hearing on the issue.  
Hal Airth, County Attorney, interjected that a moratorium was generally for twelve months and stated a public hearing on the issue was advisable.

Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, stated the LDRs had been changed to eliminate the 5,000-foot glide path.  Mr. Wooley added that permits are issued for private runways.  He suggested delaying a decision for Mr. Airth to research the issue.  He mentioned that the County does need to be notified of the location of runways for public safety issues.  He advised that one airstrip was in the process of being built now and had been issued a “stop order” but continued to work.  He added these cases are subsequently referred to the Code Enforcement Board.
Commissioner Fowler stated he was aware that the Spirit of the Suwannee was in the process of building an airstrip and had been issued a “stop order” but continued working.  He added that they had been assessed more fines than anyone.  He stressed the fact that all situations should be treated the same with no special treatment because of who they were.  He added he felt a public hearing was needed.
After further discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Airth would research the matter for the proper procedure and bring the results back to the Board.
Agenda Item No. 12 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, setting dates to hold budget workshops, and approval to advertise for same.  

Chairman Hatch stated two days needed to be coordinated with Leeta Bronson, Finance Director, to hold Budget Workshops.  After a brief discussion, Thursday, August 2, 2007 and Thursday, August 9, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. at Live Oak City Hall were chosen and agreeable with Mrs. Bronson, who was present at the meeting.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve Thursday, August 2, 2007 and Thursday, August 9, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. at Live Oak City Hall as the dates for the Budget Workshops.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Since Agenda Item No. 13 had to be addressed after the Emergency Agenda Item (A), at 9:44 a.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 14 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award Bid Solicitation 2007-15 for the sale of surplus County-owned property (Parcel No. 10601004000).  (Bids were opened during the May 15, 2007 Board meeting.)  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, advised only one bid was received from Rebecca McGowan, an adjoining property owner, in the amount of $10,000.  Mrs. Harrison stated the Bid Review Committee had met, found the bid to be responsive, and  recommended awarding the bid to Ms. McGowan.
Commissioner Fowler moved to award the bid for the surplus County-owned property (Parcel No. 10601004000) to Rebecca McGowan for $10,000 and for Mr. Airth, County Attorney, to prepare the proper paperwork for the deed.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 15 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee as to a selection of a General Engineering Consultant for the Airport.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-18 – opened on Monday, June 4, 2007) 

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated the Requests for Proposals (RFPs) were opened at the County Office Building Monday, June 4, 2007 at 10:00 a.m., as advertised, for the Bid Review Committee to rank.
Commissioner Caruthers expressed his objections to the bids being opened early and outside of the Board meeting.  He stressed he did not remember this ever being done before.
Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated that it was permissible since it was properly advertised with the date, time and place.
Mrs. Harrison stated three RFPs were received from Passero Associates, LLC; URS Corporation Southern; and Earth Tech Consulting, Inc.  She reported the Bid Review Committee had ranked the companies as follows: No. 1 - Passero Associates; URS Corporation Southern and Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. tied at No. 2. 
Chairman Hatch stated Don Ramdass had been with Earth Tech, currently contracted with the County, but was now with Passero Associates.  He added Mr. Ramdass had been a great asset to our County.

Commissioner Udell stated he had no objection with Mr. Ramdass working with another company now and felt he had been very beneficial to the County.
Commissioner Caruthers reiterated his concerns over the whole process and declared his desire to reject all bids.  He stated he had no problem with Don Ramdass.
Commissioner Fowler voiced his concerns and added he was very uncomfortable with the entire process.  He disagreed with the bids being opened before the meeting and emphasized that all bid processes should be handled the same.
Commissioner Maxwell recapped the same concerns as Commissioner Caruthers and Commissioner Fowler, adding that he felt the process did not look good to the public.  He stated he had no problem with Don Ramdass and considered him a good connection to have.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to reject all RFPs for a General Engineering Consultant for the Airport and re-advertise for proposals to be opened at the Board meeting.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Udell and Chairman Hatch opposed.

At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 16 which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award Bid Solicitation No. 2007-10 for the sale of one (1) R965 Leibherr Excavator.  (Bids were opened during the May 15, 2007 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported one bid was received from an individual, Rich Viggiano, for $3,400.00.  Mr. Sikes stated he had evaluated the bid against scrap price and the bid was higher.  
Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for one (1) R965 Leibherr Excavator to Rich Viggiano for $3,400.00.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 17 was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the recommendation of the Bid Review Committee to award Bid Solicitation No. 2007-13 for the sale of one (1) 1992 Peterbuilt Front Loader Garbage Truck.  (Bids were opened during the May 15, 2007 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported only one bid was received from Truck Parts of Tampa in the amount of $2,011.00.  Mr. Sikes stated he had evaluated the bid against scrap price and the bid was higher.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for one (1) 1992 Peterbuilt Front Loader Garbage Truck to Truck Parts of Tampa for $2,011.00.

Mr. Sikes reminded the Board that another garbage truck was advertised at the same time as this one but no one bid on it.  He mentioned the second truck to Truck Parts of Tampa and they offered $1,400.00 for the second truck.  He asked permission to sell the second garbage truck to Truck Parts of Tampa also.

Commissioner Maxwell asked County Attorney Airth if it would be legal.  Mr. Airth stated Truck Parts of Tampa did not bid on the second garbage truck and it probably should be scrapped.
Commissioner Udell stated since it was already declared surplus, he thought it could be sold as a surplus item.

Mr. Sikes advised he could also get two additional quotes from the two local salvage yards.

After a brief discussion, Commissioner Maxwell moved to authorize Mr. Sikes to obtain the three quotes on the surplused second garbage truck and sell it to the highest one.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
 
Agenda Item No. 18 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the Construction of a 12-Unit T-Hangar “C” at the Suwannee County Airport.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-16)  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported that four bids were received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:
1.  Curt’s Construction


$833,774.07

2.  Slone Associates, Inc.


 805,406.40

3.  CSI Concrete Services, Inc.

 870,450.90

4.  Billco Construction, Inc.


 693,970.00

Mrs. Harrison stated the bids would be forwarded on to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation.
Agenda Item No. 19 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the Roof Repair at the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Criminal Division Building.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-17)  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, reported no bids were received.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to re-advertise for the Roof Repair at the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Criminal Division Building and to contact the County Building Department for local companies to send the bid notice to.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 20 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Request for Proposals (RFPs) for Administration and Engineering Services for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Other Related Programs.  (RFP No. 2007-19)  

Kristie Harrison, Administrative Services Director, stated there were four bids received.  Mrs. Harrison proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:
1. Mittauer & Associates, Inc.

2. Jordan & Associates

3. Meridian Community Services Group

4. Guardian Community Resource Management

Mrs. Harrison stated there were no amounts given.  She  advised  the  bids  would  be

referred to the Bid Review Committee to ensure compliance and returned to the Board for ranking at the next Board meeting.   
Agenda Item No. 21 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for Paving of 208th Street (Brannon Road) in District 5.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-20)  
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported there were four bids received.  Mr. Sikes proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:
1.  Anderson Columbia


$716,703.57

2.  APAC-Southeast, Inc.


  802,163.59

3.  John Hipp Construction Equipment Co.
  672,954.92

4.  The Scruggs Company


  719,754.84

Mr. Sikes advised the bids would be referred to the Bid Review Committee for their recommendation.  


Agenda Item No. 22 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the sale of one (1) 1968 Loadster Tanker, Vin No. D071ZECA25075.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-21)  

Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, stated there were two bids received.  Mr. Racow proceeded to open the bids and the results were as follows:

1.  Paul Gamble


$  502.00

2.  All American Trucks

    513.01

Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for one (1) 1968 Loadster Tanker, Vin No. D071ZECA25075, to All American Trucks, the highest bidder, in the amount of $513.01.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Agenda Item No. 23 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the sale of one (1) 1973 Walter Crash Truck, Model No. CBD 3000, Vin No. 675510.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2007-22)  

Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported only one bid was received from All American Trucks in the amount of $2,021.02.
Commissioner Udell moved to award the bid for one (1) 1973 Walter Crash Truck, Model No. CBD 3000, Vin No. 675510, to All American Trucks, the sole bidder, in the amount of $2,021.02.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 24 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the final plat for Twin Timbers Subdivision in District 1.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, reported this subdivision consists of 16 lots totaling 81.08 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated this subdivision would require newly paved roads built to County and DOT specifications.  He stated the final plat has been reviewed by County Engineer Curtis Keen’s staff and found to be in compliance.  Hal Airth, County Attorney, has reviewed the final plat.  Mr. Airth found the vicinity map was not to scale and a discrepancy in the lot dimensions incorporating the road right-of-way.  Mr. Meeks stated he had contacted Tim Alcorn, J. Sherman Frier & Associates, concerning these issues and they have been corrected.
Commissioner Fowler asked about the density of some of the lots being less than five acres and would this be a problem in the future.  Mr. Meeks replied that using road right-of-way as part of a five acre tract density is allowed. 

Commissioner Caruthers asked if this was the last subdivision that is grandfathered in for County road maintenance.  Mr. Meeks replied it was.

Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, cited a problem with the sod strip on the edge of the pavement.  Mr. Sikes stated that due to the extremely dry weather, the grass had not been placed yet but he recommended approval with the understanding that a good stand of grass would be growing along the roadway.
Commissioner Caruthers stated the developer would have to come before the Board in a year to turn the roads over to the County for maintenance and the grass should be there then.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final plat for Twin Timbers Subdivision in District 1 subject to an acceptable stand of grass along the roadway when the County takes over maintenance of the roads.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for a break.

At 11:12 a.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 25 which was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider approval of the final plat for Deer Lake Acres Subdivision in District 4.  

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, advised this subdivision contains 11 lots totaling 63.98 acres.  Mr. Meeks stated this subdivision would require newly constructed paved roads built to County and DOT specifications. He pointed out that this area is zoned Agriculture 1 and contains some wetlands requiring a 35-foot setback for the construction of any structure built on the property which has been noted on the plat.  He reported that the final plat had been reviewed by County Engineer Curtis Keen’s staff and County Attorney Hal Airth and found to be in compliance.
T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the subdivision roads meet the County requirements.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the final plat of Deer Lake Acres Subdivision in District 4.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 26 was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to discuss, with possible Board action, the adoption of a Resolution concerning the State Song.  

Commissioner Jesse Caruthers presented a Resolution, patterned after the City of Live Oak’s Resolution, supporting the continuation of “Old Folks At Home” as the official State Song to be sent to the Governor.  
Commissioner Udell stated that because of the racial verbiage citing people of his persuasion, he was vehemently opposed to the Song and neither he nor his family would ever sing that Song.  He pointed out that he admired the Governor for refusing to allow the Song to be part of his inauguration. 

Chairman Hatch stated he did not find the Song objectionable.  He felt it was a part of history and not intended to be racist. 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the adoption of a Resolution supporting the continuation of “Old Folks At Home” as the official State Song.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Udell opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2007-30)
GENERAL BUSINESS:
 Agenda Item No. 27 was for the Chairman to call for emergency items.  (Any items that the Board agrees to consider will be heard under Agenda Item No. 41, Emergency Agenda Items).  

There were two items to consider.

A) To discuss, with possible Board action, the  payment  plan  for  James Wilkerson
Construction, Inc. for the construction of Taxiway “C” and the grading and fence relocation at the Suwannee County Airport.  (Donald Robinson Assistant, County Coordinator/Airport Manager)  (Must approve before Agenda Item No. 13)

B) To consider the approval of Amendment  No. 2  for  Resolution  No.  2007-26,

ending the burn ban for Suwannee County, as of June 5, 2007.

Commissioner Fowler moved to add the two aforementioned emergency items to the

Agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Since Mrs. Wilkerson, Wilkerson Construction Co. Inc., was present at the meeting, at 11:35 a.m. Chairman Hatch skipped to Agenda Item No. 41 was for Emergency Agenda Items to hear Item (A).  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, explained that Wilkerson Construction, Inc. was the low bidder for the construction of Taxiway “C” and grading and fence relocation at the Suwannee County Airport and was awarded the bid.  Mr. Robinson further explained that the problem was the company could not get a performance bond.
Hal Airth, County Attorney, interjected that the reason the bond was declined by the insurance company was they did not think that Wilkerson Construction could do the job for the amount of the bond, not because of any problem with the company.  Mr. Airth stated either the County could retain the funds until the job was completed or handle on a three- draw basis with the last draw held until the job was completed.

After a brief discussion, Commissioner Udell moved to allow Wilkerson Construction, Inc. to be paid on a three-draw basis at 33-1/3 % of the total amount for the first two draws and retain the last draw of 33-1/3% until the job is completed.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-48)
Since this Agenda Item No. 13 needed to discussed after the previous Emergency Agenda Item No. 41 (A), at 11:45 a.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 13, which was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, for approval of Notice of Commencement for James Wilkerson Construction, Inc. to proceed with the Construction of Taxiway “C” and Grading and Fence Relocation at the Suwannee County Airport.  

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that since the issue in the previous Agenda Item has been resolved, he was asking for approval of the Notice of Commencement for James Wilkerson Construction, Inc. so that the company could proceed with construction.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the Notice of Commencement for James Wilkerson Construction, Inc. for the Construction of Taxiway “C” and Grading and Fence Relocation at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:50 a.m. Chairman Hatch returned to Agenda Item No. 28 which was for approval of the minutes of the Regular meeting on April 17, 2007, the Emergency meeting on May 8, 2007, the Regular meeting on May 15, 2007, and the Emergency meeting on May 24, 2007.
Chairman Hatch asked for clarification from Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, of the last sentence on Page 11 of the minutes of the regular Board meeting on April 17, 2007 regarding payment for EMS/Fire responses.  Mr. Racow replied the statement in the minutes was correct.

Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the minutes from the regular Board meeting on April 17, 2005; Emergency Board Meeting on May 8, 2007; regular Board meeting on May 15, 2007; and Emergency meeting on May 24, 2007 as written.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
            Agenda Item No. 29 was for Constitutional Officers’ Reports.

            There were no reports.   
Agenda Item No. 30 was for Staff Reports.
A)  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had no report.

B) John D. Hales, Director of Libraries, reported that the summer programs at the

Libraries were geared up and increased over 50% from last year.  Mr. Hales distributed brochures listing programs and events scheduled for the youth this summer.
C) Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had submitted a written report.  Mr.

Scott reported that the Recreation Department is helping Mrs. Audrey Howell with her day camps but they are in need of volunteers.


Mr. Scott reported that he had visited Dixie County to look at their new idea for repairing boat ramps.  He added Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, was helping in this effort to implement this new idea in Suwannee County.
D) Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, reported he had received a non-matching

grant for $10,000 from the State for the EMS Office.


Mr. Racow also reported there was legislation for a state-wide plan for the City and County fire departments to be combined.

E)  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had no report.

F)  John G. Wooley, County Coordinator reported he had attended the Small County

Coalition meeting.  Mr. Wooley stated no figures have been released yet to let the counties know what the dollar impact the tax cuts will have.  He mentioned there is a Constitutional Amendment to do away with the “Save Our Homes” Amendment.  He added it will do away with the 3% per year cap on property taxes and the taxes will be based on the value of the home.  He advised the Legislature will be meeting in Special Session on June 12, 2007 to deal with the property tax reform.

At 12:00 Noon Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for lunch.


At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Hatch reconvened the meeting and continued with Agenda Item No. 31 which was for approval to submit an application to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the Consolidated Solid Waste Grant. 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, asked for permission to apply for the DEP Consolidated Solid Waste Grant.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve submitting an application to the DEP for the Consolidated Solid Waste Grant.   Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)
Agenda Item No. 32 was to approve the payment of Invoice No. 54741, in the amount of $1,594,336.75, to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for final payment of the Mattress Factory Road Project in District 3.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the Project had been completed and this was the final payment.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve payment of Invoice No. 54741, in the amount of $1,594,336.75, for the final payment of the Mattress Factory Road Project in District 3.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 33 was to consider approval of the Conditions and Requirements of the Effluent Permit with the City of Live Oak for Leachate at the Suwannee County Landfill, in the amount of $500.00 per month minimum.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the County had entered into a contract with the City of Live Oak several years ago before the landfill was closed.  Mr. Sikes added the revised contract had now been reduced from $2,500.00 to $500.00 per month minimum.
Commissioner Fowler moved to approve the Conditions and Requirements of the Effluent Permit with the City of Live Oak for Leachate at the Suwannee County Landfill in the amount of $500.00 per month minimum.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-53)
Agenda Item No. 34 was for the approval of the appraisal by Leggett & Associates, Inc., and authorization for Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to extend the appraisal amount as an offer to Harvey Carroll, Jr. for the road right-of-way for the South Walker Street Project, and close on the property if Mr. Carroll accepts the offer.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated he had the appraisal for Mr. Carroll’s property and was prepared to make the offer.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the appraisal by Leggett & Associates, Inc., to authorize Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to extend the appraisal amount as an offer to Harvey Carroll, Jr. for the road right-of-way for the South Walker Street Project, and to close on the property if Mr. Carroll accepts the offer.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 35 was for the approval to advertise for bids or negotiate with the current provider for waste tire disposal.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the current provider will extend the contract for another year at the same price.
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve extending the contract with the current provider for waste tire disposal for another year at the same price.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 36 was to rescind the previous Board action on the approval of the road construction plans for Pines of Pennington East Subdivision, and Pines of Pennington West Subdivision.   (Road constructions plans approved during the March 20, 2007 Board meeting.)  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated the construction plans for both of these subdivisions were approved on March 20, 2007 but under the wrong names.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to nullify the Board’s approval of the road construction plans, approved at the March 20, 2007 regular Board meeting, for Pines of Pennington East Subdivision and Pines of Pennington West Subdivision due to both subdivision names being wrong.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 37 was to consider the approval of the road construction plans for Trails of Pennington East Subdivision in District 4.  

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this is the correct name of the subdivision which had been previously approved under the wrong name at the March 20, 2007 Board meeting.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the construction plans for Trails of Pennington East Subdivision in District 4.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 38 was to consider the approval of the road construction plans for Trails of Pennington West Subdivision in District 4. 

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised this is the correct name of the subdivision which had been previously approved under the wrong name at the March 20, 2007 Board meeting. 
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the construction plans for Trails of Pennington West Subdivision in District 4.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
Agenda Item No. 39 was to approval to advertise for bids for the sale of surplus real property, Parcel No. 08-03S-11E-1138302.0050, in Dowling Park.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is surplus property to be advertised for sale.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve advertising for bids for the sale of the surplus real property, parcel No. 08-03S-11E-1138302.0050, in Dowling Park.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 40 was to accept the annual Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Grant, to be used for equipment and training.  

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated this is the annual CERT Grant for $11,000.00.
Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the annual CERT Grant, in the amount of $11,000.00, to be used for equipment and training.  Commissioner Fowler seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2007-Pending)
Since Item (A) of Emergency Agenda Items No. 41 had previously been discussed, Chairman Hatch continued with Item (B) of the Emergency Agenda Items No. 41 which was to consider the approval of Amendment No. 2 for Resolution No. 2007-26 ending the Burn Ban for Suwannee County as of June 5, 2007.

Scott Racow, Public Safety Director, advised terminating the Burn Ban due to the improvement of the drought conditions.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve the Amendment No. 2 for Resolution No. 2007-26 terminating the Burn Ban for Suwannee County as of June 5, 2007.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2007-29)
            Agenda Item No. 42 was for Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.
            Chairman Hatch reported he had attended the Small County Coalition Meeting and would be meeting with some of the entities concerning issues discussed there.
           Commissioner Maxwell stated there were grants available for boat ramps and asked Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, to check into this to see what would be the best for the situation.  

            Commissioner Maxwell stated if a complaint is made to the County we need to know who it is.  He added if a name is not given, it is not a legitimate complaint.

            Chairman Hatch announced that Public Concerns and Comments had been omitted from the Agenda and asked if there were any.  There were none.
Commissioner Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.a a
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
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